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NotSo-Happy Huntin’ EthelMerman | F/T ‘MOVES IN’ ‘Barn 


Vs. Wesson & Feuding With Fernando qy p'WAy HOUSES 


Ethel Merman has filed charges 
with Actors Equity against Gene 
Wesson, who was dropped séveral 
weeks ago from the cast of “Happy 
Hunting,” in which she is starred. 
Arbitration of Wesson’s claim 
against the management for his 
ouster from the musical is pend- 
ing separately. 

Miss Merman’s action against 
Wesson is based on his repeated 
accusations in print and on tv and 
radio that she was responsible for 
his being dropped from “Hunting,” 
The star brought the charges under 
an Equity rule forbidding any 
member from action detrimental to 
to the welfare of the union or its 
members. If the charges are sus-; 
tained by the Equity couneil, Wes- 
sen would be subject to severe 
penalty, including suspension. 

The spark that apparently ignited 
Miss Merman’s decision to take 
some action against Wesson was an 
item Monday (19) in Sheila 
Graham’s syndicated Hollywood 
column repeating the accusation of| 
having been forced out of “Hunt-} 
ing” by the star. The item indi-} 
cated that Wesson had phoned the 


(Continued on page 61) 


Eye-Manship Ups 
Odditorium Biz 


Rearranging, exposing and “jazz- | 
ing up” of the entrance of the Be-| 
lieve-It-Or-Not Odditorium on 
Broadway has resulted.in a 35% 
increase in business, according to 
Earl Miller, general manager of the, 








| 


operation for co-ownefs Walter | 
Reade Jr. and John Arthur Ex-} 
hibitions. 


The new Broadway attraction, 
which opened four and half months 
ago, has attracted some 150,000 ad- 
missions which Miller said was 
“pretty good,” but that with “our 
location and the hundreds of thou-| 
sands of people passing our door} 
we should do better.” | 

As a result, two weeks ago Miiler 
made a radical change. He took! 
away from the inside entrance 
three large display signs and two 
totem poles, changed the 6x10) 
foursheets and included blownup 
pictures of the exhibits and tor-| 
ture displays and opened up the 
lobby so that the staircase leading 
down to the Odditorium could be 
seen. 

Since this was done two weeks) 


35% and he now envisions 750,000 
admissions for the year. 

Miller attributes the business) 
upsurge to the “open -front.” He) 
feels that the previous setup, which | 


very small and “the people passing) favorite group. Applause is not in | 





Broadway film theatres are fac- 
ing increasing grief surviving un-| 
der existing scarcity of boxoffice | 
product, high rentals, high admis- | 
sions and the inflationary spiral 
of Times Square premiere eco- 


THIRD. FROM THE END 
IN ISOLATION BOOTH 











nomics. Resultantly some theatres 
may revert to legitimate drama, 
Back in the days of Ziegfeld’s helping the house shortage in that | 
reign entertainment medium. Globe is | 
Show girls didn’t need a brain; | already re-dedicated to round S| 
|tors and two or more film grind | 

If ans tell stage left from houses on West 42d Street are 
ee: 1 brigh |under negotiation. 
That was considered plenty bright. | Broadway is suffering from} 
: ; “Those Downtown Blues” (VARIETY, 
wanes. > re: and sometimes Aug. 7) which afflict nearly all big| 
=— American cities because of the} 

There they stood and glumly| postwar shift of population to the | 


By TOM WEATHERLY 





stared, suburbs. In any event showmen | 
While grandpa, aided by opera are remarking unoccupied main 
glasses, 





Got his kicks from visual passes. 
George Jessel Theatre? 


jet propulsion and nuclear 
Central at 47th and Broad- 


But 


theories Seale a 

l th drear way may revert to legit if a 

Sp on for “ sania deal pending with friends of 

Today’ - fl Senate George Jessel jells. In that 
oday Bone Crop oF tong-etent event two things happen: 

Sunes It'll be re-named the Jessel. 


Are also famed as mental cuties. Jessel will do his one-man 


legit show there next January. 





So when their Broadway chores are | 
o’er ———————————— 

They brush by Johns around the | stem film theatres. This along with 
door; the gaping empties among the elec- 

To them an isolation booth’s more tric signs of the Gay White Way 


Dance Ends 25-Year Stage 


Run; Played to 2,600,000 Persons 





POLAND: OK COUNTRY 
WITH BAD LOCATION 











fun— | has given the street a fairly dour 


Which quite confuses grandpa’s | !00k this summer. The braintrust- | 
son. 


Stars Look Down 


theories and projections of future 
significance. 

Broadway veteran Harry Brandt | 
sees the present market, along | 
with the film distributors’ experi- | 
ments in opening cold in the neigh- 
borhood theatres, bringing further 
closings. 

Brandt recently sold his Globe | 
| Theatre to the Roger Stevens-Rob- | 
ert Whitehead legit interests, and 
walked out of the Mayfair (now 


On US. Senate 
But in Sile 
Mn nce also closed) in a dispute with the | 
| landlord, Marburt Holding Corp.., | 


The recent ovations to show biz| Over {fms of lease renewal. He 
figures in its visitors’ galleries b=ve | ® y | 











ers are busy with explanations, | 





Warsaw, Aug. 20. 

This nextdoor neighbor to Russia 
manages to remain semi - west- 
ernized. For example, a television 
program is giving away Buicks. 
Newspapers are getting circulation 
results with cheesecake (Russians 
are sex-shy) and Poland is the only 
country in the Communist orbit 
which manufacturers and unabash- 
edly sells that capitalistic petty 
vice—chewing gum 

Poland is very democratic in 
another respect: it will accept 
American money. 

“Poland is a fine country,” com- 
ments one citizen, 
tion is bad.” 


Likker License 
Keys Survival, 
Says Exhibitor 


St. Paul, Aug. 20. 
Fighting to have the liquor li- 
cense for a restaurant operated in 


connection with his suburban West 
St. Paul West Twins theatre re- 





| turned to it, W. R. Frank told the 


town council that the showhouse 
“will be forced to close” if the li- 
cense is transferred elsewhere, as 
its holders, W. E. Stevens and C. L. 
Benson, now propose. 

Income from the liquor selling 
cafe now has been offsetting the 
theatre deficits and permitting the 
showhouse’s continued operations, 
Frank asserted. 

Steven and Benson wish to move 


theatre building where 
been lessees of the cafe and take 


the liquor license to their new lo- | 








Chicago, Aug. 20. 

“WLS National Barn Dance,” a 
33-year-old radio institution, is end- 
ing what it calls “the longest stage 
run in theatrical history” when the 
Eighth Street Theatre here changes 
hands on Sept. 1. The 1,200-seater 
which has housed the Saturday 
night c&w stanza since 1932 has 
been sold by WLS to the Hilton 
Hotels Corp., and “Barn Dance” 
hereafter will originate from the 
studios when it isn’t touring 

Once a network show, “Barn 
Dance” has been only local in re- 
cent years but reaches, neverthe- 
less, Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan, 


Ohio, Iowa, Missouri and Illinois 
via the ABC radio affiliate’s 50,000 
watt signal. 

Since taking over the ¥FWighth 
| Street Theatre in 1932, “Barn 
Dance” has probably been the only 
radio show to charge admission 


“but the loca-| 





| 


regularly to its “studio” audience, 
and despite its decidedly bucolic 
flavor in this metropolitan milieu 
the show has drawn over 2,600,000 
persons in its 25 years as a com- 
bination radio- and stageshow. Ex- 
cept in its travels—the show's 
own booking office frequently sends 
it on tour in the states it reaches 
—this oldest of the “folk” musi- 
cals on radio will have to forego an 
audience when it reverts back to 
studio origination. Apart from that, 
there'll be no other changes; the 
show will continue to occupy Sat- 


|urday nights on the station from 


| 7:30 to midnight (CDT). 





out of the Frank West Twins | tional 


they’ve | 


In addition to its other distine- 
(Continued on page 63) 





Old Vic Capacity 


At Lebanon Fest 


Beirut, Aug. 13. 
Absolute capacity prevailed dure 
ing the one-week stay of London's 
Old Vie at the Baalbek Interna. 
Festival. Setting was the 
Temple of Bacchus, at least 2,000 


|years old. For the finale Lebanon's 


. :,. | been willing to meet at the Mayfair 
or eB gee ———_ are now being offered by Marburt | cation. Frank is the previous Li- | 
lost week. eden " poe a | (which hasn't come up with an-|censee. The council took the 
things will be different. | (Continued on page 54) matter under consideration. 
The first to arrive under the | 
new dispensation turned out to be 


Italy’s Sephia Loren. She got a 
private greeting from Vice Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon, kut no wel- 
come from the Senate floor. } 


John Crosby Off The TV Beat? 


When John Crosby returns to the N.Y. Herald-Tribune (and syndi- 


Subject of Senate’s dignity was | cate) from his current “leave of absence” it’s reported he'il move into 
ago, says Miller, biz has picked up | brought up by Senator Prescott|a “general column” area and will no longer restrict himself to tv 


Bush (R., Conn.). 


from the galleries. “Yet,” he told | tv criticisms hampering the move. 


the salons, “Senators invite ap-| 


He reminded criticism. Crosby has long been pitching for an “all purpose” column 
that its rules. prohibit applause | rather than tv-radio-only, with his five-year syndication deal to deliver 


It's believed that ,Crosby’s decision to take on the “Seven Lively 


|Plause from the Senate and the Arts” emcee job on CBS-TV brought matters to a head, with H-T 
hid the stairs to the main auditor-| SaHeries by calling attention to the | execs falling in line with his wishes. How the syndication commitment 
ium. made the upstairs lobby look presence of some person or some | will be resolved, if Crosby goes “general columnist,” is unknown. 


Actually Crosby is on leave rather than “vacation” as prefaced in his 


did not get a true picture of the} keeping with the dignity of the thrice-weekly guest columns, and for some weeks he’s been going 
through the coaching routine (speech, etc.) preliminary to “Seven 
Lively Arts” bow. 


large exhibit hall our oddities and| Senate.” 


curiosities were displayed in.” 


Thereupon, he _ intro- 
(Continued on page 61) 





president, Camille Chamoun, hande 
ed the Medal of Merit to director 
Michael Benthall and Robert Help. 
mann. 

Currently the festival is having 
its big music week with Charles 
Munch and Fernando Previtali 
alternating in conducting the St. 
Cecilia Orchestra of Rome. 

Earlier the Jean Louis Barrault 


| Co. from Paris did a group of three 


dramas French is extensively 
spoken in Lebanon. 

Longhair soloists appearing at 
Baalbek this season include Henry 
Goraieb, pianist, Diana Taky Deen, 
pianist, Varoujan Kodjian, violin- 
ist, Arthur Grumiaux, violinist, 
Manoug’ Parikian, violinist, Arture 
Benedetti-Michelangeli, pianist. 

Baalbek Festival ends Sept. 1 
with native mountain dances and 
songs presented by 200 Lebanese 
youths in costumes. 
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Spanish in U.S, Exchanges Shuffle 


Papers and Hope Boycott Ends 


By JOAQUINA CABALLOL 


Barcelona, Aug. 13. 
When they recently heard that 
18 film theatres in Denmark had 
signed to exhibit American feature 
films, some 1,000 employes of the 
exchanges of the big American dis- 
tributors here and through Spain 


were rendered ‘perhaps’ prema- 
turely) optimistic. Denmark was 
Spain's fellow-nation in the Yong 


quarrel over rental terms with the 
Yanqui: 


The big ones, as they are called, 
Metro, Paramount, 20th-Fox, Col- 
umbia, Universal, WB and RKO all 
have their head offices in Barce- 
lona, some dating from 1926. M-G 
and 20th have their own buildings 
in commercial districts and both 
rate here as model offices. 
Branches operate elsewhere in 


Spain proper plus Canary and Bal- 
esric islands. Sinee the end of 
1955 employes keep doing routine 
work for lack of new releases. What 
American features have circulated 
in Spain from that date have been 
distributed by Spanish organiza- 
tions 
The 
hibitor 
nue 


situation.as regards the ex- 
a'so felt, but patrons 
cont going to the theatres re- 
gardiess of what they are offered, 
because going to see pix is a weekly 
habit (televis’on exists only minorly 
in Madrid). During the boycott the 
Spanish exhibitors have been fairly 
lucky with European product. 
Vittorio de Sica, Gina Lollobrigida, 
Sofia Loren releases have enjoyed 
extended runs. Rommy Schneider, 
the German ingenue, was last sum- 
mer's hit and has become a favorite 
xmong youngsters. Germany’s “The 
Trapp Family” has been exhibiting 
since April last 

Of Spanish product “Fl u!timo | 


iS 


cuple” (The Last Song) Sarita 
Montiel is best recent r in 
Madrid and Barcelona sed 
May 21, it’s still runnin hree 
theatres Spain is a nlie 
country and the old songs revived 
in the pic have worked a boxoffice 
charm 


Exhibitors generally regret the 


absence of American pix on their 
screens, but seldom admit any 
losses during these 22 months of 
bovecott 

Sareclona’s first-run houses of 
which there are 22 (Coliseum, Kur- | 


saal, Femina, Windsor, Christina, 


Astoria, Alexandra, Atlanta, Arca- 
dia, Capitol, Metropol, Bosque, 
Fantasio, Paris, Montecarlo, Niza, 
Aristos, Aleazar, Borras and Tivoli) 


don't always mark the success of a 
release in this market. Very often 
the hit takes place in the second 
run houses specially with musical 


films. Songs rarely become popular 
until reaching poorer folk. 
Admission in Barcelona’s first- 


run houses is equal to about 50c 
American. Very exceptionally for 
big film up te $1 equivalent 
is charged. In second run houses 
the scale is but a few cents. 

rhe richest part of Spain is the 


some 


a 





¥ 


CIRCUS CLANS UNITED | 


Delilah Zacchini Weds B. Cristiani 
Between Shows 


Syosset, L.I., Aug. 20. | 

Two of America’s proudest circus 
families were united when Delilah | 
Zacchini and Belmonte Cristiani | 
were married. Both families) 
gathered here for the ceremony on 
a Sunday layoff of the Cristiani 
Brothers’ Circus which is playing 
| to capacity houses on a two weeks | 
|} tour of Long Island resorts. 

Miss Zacchini, who works a 
Single trapeze at parks and fairs, is 
|a member of the clan that is shot 
| from cannons. Belmonte is a rider 
|and acrobat with his family’s show 
|and is well remembered as one of 
the outstanding specialists in ‘This 
Is the Army,” World War II GI 
revue. 


MEX TENOR DENIES ANY — 
PLAN TO CHANGE SEX 


Mexico City, Aug. 20. 

Roberto Casso, local pro tenor 
who's billed as “the tenor of 
youth,” is 100% male and is de- 
| termined to stay that way. And he 
‘upheld his virile precept with his 
fists and by hiring a lawyer who 
has won many damage suits. Casso 
clashed with his press. agent, 
Gulliermo Perez Verduzco, in a 
|local newspaper row over the story 
|the latter had published in a Sun- 
|day newspaper here. This yarn 
|was to the effect that the tenor 
{would go to Sweden to undergo a 
|sex-change operation because con- 
jvinced that he'll do better as a 
| soprano. 
| Both suffered black eyes and 
|both were jailed, but released on 
| paying fines for disturbing the 
| peace. 
| “I always was a man, and intend 
‘remaining a male,” Casso said in 
announcing he will sue Verduzco 
for $20,000. Tenor declared he has 
been happily married for 15 years 
‘and has two young sons and a 
|daughter. He added that he ad- 
‘mires beautiful women, but never 
wants to become one. 














|set of the season. The straight, 
short, unbelted, loose-fitting che- 
mise, entirely erasing the waist- 





Shapeless Shapes 
Fight Parisienne Hips 


By LUCETTE CARON | 
Paris, Aug. 20. 

The Shapeless Tubular Shift— | 

most controversial and discussed 

silhouette in Paris—is the big up- 








line—christened by Dior the “Spin- 
dle’—recalls the spindly, leggy 
girl of the 1920's. No more frank 
display of bosoms, waists or hips. 
The body is veiled by a fluid sack | 
—a -“gunny sack with diamonds” } 
to*quote N.Y.H. Euginia Sheppard. | 
Avant-garde and civilized, it is a 
fashion for intellectuals. 

Even Dior has finally succumbed | 
to the Shapeless Shape .. . how-| 
ever, he plays it safe: after dark, 

Continued on page 63) 


SOME KABUKIS FIGHT 
ORIGINAL’S MONOPOLY 


Tokyo, Aug. 13. 

A Tokyo performer group which 
includes Kabuki actors and others 
who work under the Shochiku | 
banner will attempt to fatten their 
fund with a benefit in the round! 
at the Tokyo Taikan arena. } 

Attendance is hoped to hit 15,000 | 
which would bring $7,500 into the | 
coffers of the group which was 
organized to combat the monopo- 
listic tendencies of the parent 
company. A musical show last 
April and a subsequent donation 
dinner brought in $2,500. 

The July 30 show will be experi- | 
mental in nature. In addition to 
the circular stage, a new type of 
dance will be introduced. Kabuki 














|Callas element” ; 
| bitter criticism against her for in- 


French Gal Meets US. Prudes 


Mile. Silber From Paris Beats Drums for ‘L’Amour 
Dans L’Apres-Midi’ 





GREEKS HURRAH CALLAS 
Bitterness About H Her High Fee! 
Has No Echo 





Athens, Aug. 20. 

A frenzied crowd refused to 
leave the Herodus Atticus Theatre 
and insisted on another “encore” 
by American-Greek soprano Maria} 
Meneguini Callas. She was recalled 
eight times and another four after 
the “encore.” There were no in- 


cidents as expected from the “‘anti- 
which has lanuched 


sisting on $9,000 fee for two recitals 
at Athens Festival. 

Most of the members of the Gov- 
ernment headed by Premiere, the 
Diplomatic Corps as well as Grand 
Marshall of the Court attended the 
Callas coneert and the house was 
packed. This concert was to open 
a week before but was cancelled at 
the last moment du@ to an indis- 
position of the diva. Antonio Votto 
of La Scala di Milano conducted 
the Orch. 

Callas second concert in Athens, 
however, was cancelled and she 
left for Germany for other engage- 
ments. 


MORE JAZ; JAIL FIGURES 
TO GET LITERARY 0.0. 


Jazz like show biz autobiogs con- 
tinues as a fertile book source. | 





| By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


| 
| Sophie Silber, the Parisienne 
| who thinks like an American bally- 
| hooligan, has developed a series of 
| blithe anecdota incidental to and 
an integral part of her tour of the 
U.S. on beha!f of a picture called 
“L'Amour Dans _ L’Anres-Midi” 
which is an opus of Billy Wilder for 
Alied Artists that has trans! ate d it 


into “Love in the Afterncon.” With 
her recurring emphasis on the 
subject (“Jove”) and the time 


(“afternoon”) Mile. Silber might be 
accused of being obsessed with (a) 
the subject, (b) matinees or (c) 
American payrolls. Let's settle for 
dollars, 

Silber’s prose style is eommend- 
able and always clear. “American 
men are terrified of love in the 
afterngon” she begins, lower case, 
no quotes, provocative thought, 
perfectly timed for the -picture’s 
N.Y. premiere at the Paramount 
next week. She gocs on, “Here 
men are so busy making money 
that...” ete. ete. with allusion to 
the fatigued state of the U.S, 
tycoon at the day’s end. 

In Cincinnati an advertising 
agency executive rushed into the 
studio just before she was going 
on the air intending to discuss 
mating at matinee. “Mam-zelle,” 
he implored, “for the sake of 
American commercial chastity and 
the product we ail hold dear, I 
implore you, make no mention of 


s-e-x. Anything else you have in 
Paris, talk freely about, but not 
that:” 


In Dayton an advice to the love- 


actors will join forces with modern |~wo more are in the offing. The | lorn editor informed the French 


acting groups, Shimpei and Shin 
Koku Geki, for a presentation of a | 
new play in ancient setting and the |" 
finale will be a dance parade of all | 
members. The Mainichi News- | 
papers will assist in sponsorship. 
Onoe Koroemon, a board mem- 
ber of the organization and 
seventh-generation Kabuki actor, 
looks to the day when the group | 


will be as well-knit as Actors’ 
Equity Right now, he _ told | 
Variety, it is not nearly strong | 


enough to be effective. He antici 
pates a lot more teadrinking. 


| 


Astaire in Japan Muses on n Show Biz 


Nobody With Reais TV Program Continues Big At 


Theatre B.O.—He’s Pig 


By DAVID M. JAMPEL 
Tokyo, Aug. 13. 
Fred Astaire took time out from 
his vacation to lambast Time mag- 
azine film reviews which com- 
mented unfavorably on his last 
three pictures, “Daddy Long Legs,” 


| 

















North which comprises Catalonia |““Funny Face” and “Silk Stockings.” 
Barcelona), Basque and Guipuz- | Astaire told this Variery reviewer 
Continued on page 54) | that Time reviews were “stupid, 
—— : ee 
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| Face’ 


| Shakespeare. 
| entertainment and escape values.” 


| of 
| rey 


| screen. She’s the reason we did it.| 
| And threaded together with the| 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


ued by ‘Lofty’ Reviews 


small - minded, incomprehensive 
and block-headed.” 

He said, 
if it were a United 
meeting. They write with 
foot in their cheeks. This applies | 


“They criticize a movie) 


as Nations’ } 


| Oliver, 


|Galster did the 12 


| 21 biographical and critical studie 
of 


s | 


first is Chi deejay Studs Terkel’ 
‘Giants of Jazz,” for Crowell pub- 
llication in September, designed | 
more for the 12-and-up readership. | 
They're life stories of a dozen jazz 
greats (Ellington, Goodman, King 
Beiderbecke, women like | 
Bessie Smith and Billie Holiday) | 
as gleaned via first-hand interviews | 
iwhen he had the subjects (or 
their platters) on the air. Robert} 
illustrations to 
match the interviewees. 
Nat Shapiro and Nat Hentoff 
te ho co-edited “Hear Me Talkin’ To 
Ya” have collaborated on another | 
| jazz anthology for Rinehart late | 
fall publication titled “The Jazz! 
Makers” wherein they, along wit! | 
Leonard Feather, Orrin Keep-} 
news, George Avakian, Bill Simon, 
George Hoefer, John S. Wilson and 
Charles Edward Smith, treat with} 
S| 
jazz notables. These include 
photographs and diskographies on 
Louis Armstrong, Jelly Roll Mor-| 


|ton, Baby Dodds, Jack Teagarden, 


Earl Hines, 
Wee Russell, 


Bix Beiderbecke, Pee 
Bessie Smith, Fats 


kins, Fletcher Henderson, Benny | 


os ity gal that her mail con- 
ained tormented allusions to 
Pe complexes, congenital in- 
|compatibility and other forms of 
the neurosis Americanus but not 
once in 30 years had anybody 
sought counsel on amour dans 
l'apres-midi. Not in Dayton. 

Basic idea was subversive of 
American business efficiency, she 
was told at another stop. “All in 
all,” reports Mlle. Silber, “The 
resistance I met was tremendous, 
It's a shame, The American male 
is embarrassed, shocked and, worse, 
afraid.” 

She quotes a bitter bachelor she 
onecountered in El Morocco, the 
est side office of Allied Artists, 


; who deplored the battle of the 


{sexes in America and explained 
that while Billy Wilder’s film was 
quaintly Gallic and Mile. Silber’s 
mission understandably difficult on 
this side, the whole thing was 
basically preposterous. This is the 
bitter bachelor talking, as quoted 
by the investigator from Paris: 
“Single women are becoming 
more aggressive and more mascu-+ 


their, Waller, Art Tatum, Coleman Haw-|line day by day. The other night f 


had a date with a typical career-girl, 


to musical pictures in the main,!Goodman, Duke Ellington, Count |4 television executive: she insisted 


but it also is quite evident in their| 
dramatic criticism. 


Basie, Lester Young, Billie Holi- 


on going in her car, which she 
|drove to her favorite restaurant 


Astaire interjected that he us-|tian, Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gil-; Where she ordered her favorite 


believe in grousing 
over his notices. “I'm not a sore-| 
head,” he declared. “I've had an 
awful lot of good breaks for the 


ually doesn't 


| work I've put in. 


“Look at the boxoffice, a 
at Radio City Music Hall in| 
York did $215,000 on Easter | 
week. I don’t blame Time if they 
don’t like me, but you can’t con- 
demn a smash.” 

“A critic should review a musi- 
cal from the standpoint of a musi- 
cal,” Astaire explained. “You can’t 
say it has to be in the same cate-| 
gory as“a ‘Giant’ or ‘From Here to} 
Eternity, or something by Ibsen or| 
My pictures are for) 


He conceded that “the story t | 
‘Funny Face’ is certainly not a 
big one. It’s very light. And Aud-| 
Hepburn is magic on the| 


New 


songs and very fine photography} 
|}with some unusual effects and 
| authentically-filmed sequences in 
Paris—all that makes for what has 
| been termed a smash picture. 
| “And Time did it again with ‘Silk 
Stockings.’ We didn’t twiddle our 
| thumbs in that. Cyd Charisse and 
iI, we danced. ‘Time reviewed it as 
if we were trying to deliver a mes- 
sage. That's silly. It was a spoof 
all the way through.” 
Astaire said that he’s giving no 
| thought to retiring. “I have no idea 
(Continued en page: 54% 





(Continued on page 63) 
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RED FILMS TO REEK WITH CHIC 





July Letdown Expectations But Film 
Business Tone in Nabes Healthier 





Business in most parts of the 
country has taken on a firmer 
tone, according to various distribu- 
tor sources. Particularly on the 
upbeat, it’s said, are many impor- 
tant revenue-producing neighbor- 
hood theatres which are now receiv- 
ing the top product that had gone 
into the first-run situations in mid- 
summer. 

Key factor behind the overall im- 
provement is the break in the 
heat. July particularly was a dis- 
appointment to the picture com- 
panies and the high temperatures 
have been prominently cited as be- 
ing responsible. S. Charles Ein- 
feld, 20th-Fox ad-pub v.p., pointed 
to a heretofore unspotlighted kin- 
dred reason behind the sluggish na- 
ture of the business during July. 
He said checks with department 
stores and appliance dealers show 
tremendous consumer purchases of 
home air conditioning Units and 
these obviously made the living 
room attractive. It’s no secret that 
theatres’ lower mercury readings 
helped draw the crowds during hot 
spells of past. 

At Paramount (for an example of 
the firmer boxoffice tone), it was 
reported that “Delicate Delin- 
quent,” Jerry Lewis comedy, 
grossed nearly $80,000 in the first 
_ two days of its Loew's nabe circuit 
booking in New York. In a cor- 
responding period, “You’re Never 
Too Young” did $58,000 and “Pard- 
ners” $43,000. Both starred Lewis 
along with Dean Martin. 

In any event, the trade’s experi- 
ence this summer doubtless will 
lead to changes in the booking pat- 
terns of the future. It’s clear that 
July 4 can no longer be relied upon 
as the start of a big season. All 
companies went to market with 


(Continued on page 18) 


U's More-or-Less _ 
‘This Is Russia 








“This Is Russia,” a 90-minute! 
color documentary filmed behind 
the Iron Curtain, has been acquired 
for release by Universal. The pic-' 
ture, produced by Sid Feder and! 
Carey Wilson, is described as a) 
“factual account” of the Russian! 
people “at work and at play.”. 

The documentary, to be released 
by Universal in the fall, was filmed} 
by Feder during a recent seven-| 
month, 20,000-mile tour of the So-| 
viet Union. From the thousands| 
of feet of film shot, Feder and Wil-| 
son edited it down to 90 minutes. 
Wilson provides the narration. 

According to U, while Feder 
managed to get most of his film out 
of Russia, some of his reels were 
confiscated or deliberately exposed | 
during the seven times he_ was) 
taken into custody by Soviet police. | 


ARGENTINA LEADERS 
GREET ERIC JOHNSTON 











| “Fairground Carousel” (Hungary), 


Glamour Gone 

A circuit owner this week 
was explaining the strange be- 
havior of the boxoffice, “Tam- 
my and the Bachelor” is prov- 
ing a click whereas “Bundle of 
Joy” was not so successful. 
Both had Debbie Reynolds 
among the players. 

“Tammy,” reasoned the 
theatreman, is about a girl on 
the prowl for a beau “and 
everybody’s interested in this 
kind of thing.” “Joy” had the 
same girl but already married 
and awaiting a baby “and who 
cares?” 


53 Features In 
Moscow Salute 
To Young Folk 


Moscow, Aug. 13. 
A large number of prizes were | 
handed out here at the feel dont | 
of the Moscow Film Festival, dedi- 
cated to all pix dealing with the 
life and problems of youth. Festi- 
val, connected with the 6th World 
Youth Congress, was run off in 16 
houses in the Soviet capital, with 
over 200 pix of various types in, 
competition. What's claimed as the | 
largest number of full-length fea- 
tures ever seen at a film festival | 
—53— were in the local stakes. 
The Italo-made “Ii Tetto,” di- 
rected by Vittorio DeSica, was re- 
cipient of one of the two gold 
medals awarded films from western 
countries. The other went to the 
French “La Mort en Fraude,” di- 
rected by Marcel Camus. 
Gold medals also went to “Ka- 
nal” (Poland), “Our Courtyard” 
(USSR), “Dark by Day” (Japan); 








“Steel Wheel” (USSR), 
glers” (Czechoslovakia). 

In the scientific categories, Gold | 
Medals went to “Le Monde du 
Silence” (France), “Trip into the 
Past” (Czechoslovakia), “Jump into 
the Stratosphere” (USSR), “Hunt- 
ers of the South Seas” (USSR); 
“A Fire in the Hut” (USSR). A 
large number of these prize-win- 
ners had already been shown at 
various western festivals, notably 
at Cannes. 


PAR’S GIFT TO VIDEO: 
LAWRENCE COLOR TUBE: 


Paramount is getting set to move 
with production of the Lawrence | 
color television tube, which is a. 


“Strag- 











}to succeed 


1S, FACING NEW 


WORLD RIVALRY 


By HERMAN LOWE 


Washington, Aug. 20. 

With the end of the boy-meets- 
tractor-driven-by-girl party - mem- 
ber type of naive propaganda film 
and the deliberate shift to “enter- 
tainment,” the Russian film indus- 
try and the film industries of other 
Communist nations are laying the 
groundwork to compete (for the 
first time) in world markets for 
screen playing time. 

Asia is likely to be a main tar- 
get, in the belief that the wealth- 
poverty contrast there fertilizes 
the Red seeds best. Reports col- 
lated heer by the U. S. Information 
Service clearly amount to a warn- 
ing: American, British, French and 
Italian producer-distributors face 
a fight with the Red nations for 
the world film markets. - 

Slick-trick of the Reds is one 
borrowed from Western European 
and Yankee practice since World 
War II, namely’ co-production 
deals. So far there have been ex- 
amples of Russian co-production 
with India, Finland and Greece; 
East German co-production with 
West Germany and France; Chi- 
nese co-production with France, 
etc. 

Since the closeout of the Stalin 
isolationism the Reds realize that 
in competition with 
American, British, French and 
Italian product théy must rise 


(Continued on page 20) 


EVERTHING DANDY 
BUT LIVING COSTS 


Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 

Except for rising living costs 
which are leaving many families 
with depleted entertainment pur- 
chasing power, economic condi- 
tions continue favorable for exhibi- 
tion here, it’s pointed out. 

This is especially true in the case 
of employment which now is 3,461 
higher here than at the correspond- 
ing 1956 *time, the total being 
277,762, according to the state em- 
ployment security department. 

Twin Cities metropolitan area 
employment is 509,300, a new all- 
time here for the particular tifme. 

















More Curlicues Than An Ice Show; 
Attorneys In Frantic Body-Check 
Tactics on Loew ‘Showdown’ Eve 


+ 
? 





Sinatra Booked Solid 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Deal for United Artists re- 
lease has been set by Frank 
Sinatra for “Hole in the 
Head,” film version of Arnold 
Schulman's Broadway play of 
last season. Sinatra will star 
in the film. 

Production on the comedy 
will be deferred until late 
1958, because of Sinatra's 
crowded schedule. It will be 
produced and directed by 
Frank Capra. 





A series of iegal moves and 
counter-moves resembling a chess 
game highlighted the continuing 
battle for control of the Loew film 
empire yesterday (Tues.). Last 
minute efforts to checkmate (1) the 
Loew management and (2) the Jo- 
seph Tomlinson dissident group 
saw competing attorneys jockeying 
in advance of the “showdown” to- 
morrow (Thurs.) hearing in the 
Delaware Court of Chancery. 
(Other news of Loew's situation on 
pages 7 and 15.) 

oew obtained two withholding 
orders, one in the Appellate Divi- 
sion of the N. Y. Supreme Court 
and other Chancery Court in Dela- 





Critic Carmody 
Advocates US. 
‘Co Festival 


Washington, Aug. 20. 

The increasing importance of the 
| foreign market on the economy of 
| the American film industry ac- 
| cents necessity of our participa- 
tion in international film competi- 
| tions, according to Jay Carmody, 
| dean of Washington drama critics. 
| Carmody, critic for the “Evening 
| Star,” and last year’s “critic of the 
year,” was the first American to 
| serve as juror in the 11-year his- 
_ tory of the Berlin Film Festival 
He wound up as chairman of the 
|ll-man jury. He also wound up 
as an enthusiastic advocate of all- 
| out Hollywood participation in such 
fetes. 

| Astounded by the turnover of 
| West Berliners for screenings, and 
| their wild enthusiasm for the few 
U. S. stars who showed up, Car- 
mody urges Hollywood producers 
| to “take advantage of the Euro- 
| pean’s consciousness of glamor.” In 
| Berlin, he points out, Errol Flynn 
| created wild enthusia._m, and 


| Henry Fonda stole the show.” De- 
(Continued on page 54) 











National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Still Brisk; ‘80 Days’ 1st, ‘Pride’ 2d, ‘Eagels’ 3d 


‘Band’ 4th, ‘Wonders’ 5th, ‘Silk’ 6th 


Despite the number of holdovers 
and longruns playing currently, 
biz in key cities covered by 
Variety is running very strong. A 
number of cities were favored by 
cool weather part of present stan- 
za, end that naturally helped. In 
some spots, exhibs were starting to 


“Bambi” (BV) ‘reissue), which 
has benefited by a bunch of addi- 
tional playdates, will take 11th po- 
sition. “Curse of Frankenstein” 
(WB), much higher in previous 
weeks, rounds out the Golden Doz- 
en high grossers. “Loving You” 
(Par), is the sole runner-up pic. 


ware, preventing the Tomlinson 

faction from calling a special board 
of directors’ meeting in Wilming- 
ton on Aug. 26. At the same time, 
six stockholders supporting the 
Tomlinson group, including several 
relatives of the Canadian indus- 
trialist, petitioned the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court to intervene in the 
injunction proceeding which bans 
the Tomlinson faction from hinder- 
ing the public stockholders’ meet- 
ing on Sept. 12. 

The Tomlinson faction sent a let- 
ter to Irving Greenfield, corporate 
secretary of Loew's, requesting him 
to call a meeting of the directors in 
Wilmington on Aug. 26. As part 
of the agenda they wanted to dis- 
cuss at the Aug. 26 meeting, Tom- 


(Continued on page 22) 


Puerto Rican Govt. 
Backs New Studio 


As part of its program to lure 
new industry to aid the economic 
development of the island, the gov- 
ernment of Puerto Rico plans to 
|build a 30-acre, fully-equipped 
|modern motion picture studio in 








}the San Juan area. The studio, 
| which will be built with govern- 
ment funds through the Puerto 


| Rican Industrial Development Co., 
| will be operated by independent 
| producer Lester Cowan, who will 
also produce the studio's first pro- 
gram of pictures. 

Under terms of the 10-year deal, 
Cowan will pay an annual rental 
plus a specified charge to take care 
of amortization of the construc- 
; tion costs. Similar to the conces- 
| sions granted to other industries 
| which have come to Puerto Rico, 
Cowan will be granted a tax ex- 
emption on the studio operation 
and on the pictures he produces. 
| Cowan plans to run the new mo- 
| tion picture center as a “location 
| studio,” which will also be avail- 
| able for U. S. and other producers. 
lIn addition to three sound stages 





product of Par subsidiary Chro-)jine up or actually launch product 
matic Laboratories” Par president | they hope will serve best over La- 


“Man of a Thousand Faces” (U)| and about 12 departmental and ad- 
is easily outstanding new entry.| ministration buildings, the studio 


Barney Balaban this week was) 
named to the Chromatic board 


bor Day holiday weekend. 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 


j}and California investment banker | regained its No. 1 spot this week, 


Eric A. Johnston, as president! Broge Hansen-Moller was elected | after dipping to second position 


of the Motion Picture Export Assn., 
and Robert Corkery, head of the 
Latin American division within 
the past week, in Buenos Aires, 
called on President Eugenio Aran- 
buru and other high government 
officers of Argentina in the wake 
of promulgated trading barriers 
against American pictures. As a 
result of their talks Yank industry 
execs said the situation has become 
“hopeful.” It was made clear 
though that no commitments were 
made and the nature of whatever 
relief is forthcoming is not known. 

All pictures imported by Argen- 
tina could be taxed up to $5,000 
each under the new measures 
which are designed to “protect” 
the local film industry. An admis- 
sions tax of 15% also is to be 
levied. 

Matter of working out some sort 
of compromise is characterized by 


Yanks as a “delicate” one .In other! hop 


words, Johnston and Corkery will 
have te go slow in future negotia- 
tions with Aranburu. 





board member and chairman of the 


exec committee. 

Paul Raibourn, Chromatic board 
chairman, said Hansen-Moller will 
supervise the planning and organi- 
zation of facilities. Strengthening 
of management, said Raibourn, fol- 
lowed widespread acceptance of 
the tinted video tube at demon- 
strations for both domestic and for- 
eign manufacturers. 

Tube was invented By Dr. Ernest 
O. Lawrence, Nobel Prize winning 
physicist. 





‘s Metro Film 

Ingrid Bergman signed to star in 
the Sol C, Siegel production, “I 
Thank a Fool,” for Metro. © Picture 
will be filmed in England and Ire- 
land next summer, Peter Glen- 
ville will direct. 

Story is Audrey Erskine-Lind- 
novel which she and husband 





for a single stanza. Currently, it 
will shsw around $358,000 total 
gross in some 19 key cities, far 
ahead of nearest competition. 
“Pride and Passion” (UA), was 
champ last week, is finishing sec- 
ond this round. 

“Jeanne Eagels” (Col), which 

wound up sixth last week, first 
stanza out on release, is capturing 
third money by a healthy margin. 
“Band of Angels” (WB), fourth a 
week ago, again is finishing in that 
spot. 
“Seven Wonders of World” (Cin- 
erama), seventh last session, is 
pushing up to fifth place. “Silk 
Stockings” (M-G) is taking sixth. 
“Affair to Remiember” (20th), long 
high on list, is landing seventh 
position. 

“Ten Commandments” (Par) is 
winding in eighth slot. “Hatful of 
Rain” (20th) is pushing up to 


ninth position. “Tammy and Bach- 
elor” (U) is climbing to 10th place 
mainly by dint of a flock of sock 
playdates on the Coast. 


The James Cagney opus, chosen to 
launch the straight-film policy at 
the N. Y. Palace, is nice in Cincy, 
rousing in Washington, big in Bos- 
ton (despite a newspaper strike), 
tall in Frisco, fine in L.A. lusty in 
New Orleans and terrific in N. Y. 
Its first week at Palace in last- 
named city more than doubled re- 
cent vaudefilm grosses there. 

Also new, “Omar Khayyam” 
(Par) looms hotsy in Hub and okay 
in Cincy, “James Dean Story” 
(WB), also a new entrant, shapes 
solid in Indianapolis, fair in Seat- 
tle and slow in Balto. 

“Man on Fire” (M-G), which 
opens at N. Y. State this week, is 
brisk in Chi and good in Toronto. 
“Midnight Story” (U) looks hep in 
Toronto. 

“Lost Continent” (Indie), looms 
hot in Chi. “Gun Glory” (M-G), 
okay in Portland, is not so good in 
two other keys. 

“Night Passage” (U) is fine in 
Providence, Philly and Balto. “Be- 
ginning of End” (AB-PT) looks 
big in Minneapolis and [etroit. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 89). 





(Continued on page 24) 


‘SO. PACIFIC’ SEOOTING 
COIN INTO KAUAI ISLE 


Honolulu, Aug. 20. 

“South Pacific’ shooting will 
pour at least $500,000 into Hawaii's 
economy, 20th Century-Fox spokes- 
man reports. It’s the most exten- 
sive film project ever brought to 
the islands. 

More than 200 actors and tech- 
nicians are flying in from Holly- 
| wood over the next several weeks, 
|with shooting on Kauai island 
(north of Honolulu, Oahu island) 
scheduled until Oct. 2. 

Already 55 tons of equipment 
have been freightered to Kauai and 
more props are enroute. 

Because of somewhat limited 
hotel facilities on Kauai, dozens of 
actors and technicians will be 
housed in Honolulu, flying over to 
Kauai when needed, 

A large number of syndicated 
and magazine columnists as well 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Gesture 


of Municipality on B.0. Tax 


Too Late forN.Y. Exhib Hurrahs 





Film industry will save $4,100,000 + 
via New York City’s lifting of its 
5% tax on tickets of up to 90c. But 
in effect the city fathers aren't 
giving up anything, according to 
theatremen. 

Sponsored by Mayor Robert F. 
Wagner’s administration, the bill 
was passed by the City Council last 
week following protracted meet- 
ings with exhibitors. The latter 
rammed home the points that re- 
moval of the levy was necessary 
to keep many theatres open. They 
argued further that continuation of 
the imports would force so many 
shutterings that the city would lose 
more than $4,000,000 via the 16 
other taxes which these houses also 
pay. 

As part of their campaign, the 
Gotham exhibs presented law-mak- 
ers with their books, which showed 
their business adversities, Theatre- 
men also made it clear that the 
tax saving will not be passed on to 
the public, that the 5% is needed 
by exhibs themselves so as te sus- 
tain their operations. 

Meanwhile, Chicago theatre own- 
ers are now fighting a 3% tax on 
all admissions. In Pennsylvania, 
Gov. George Leader vetoed a meas- 
ure which would. have reduced to 
5°> the admissions bite which 
Pennsy cities are enabled to im- 
pose, The maximum, which con- 
tinues, is 10°. 


Todd Musters In 
Asbury Park 


Asbury Park, N.J., Aug. 20. 

More than 100 exhibitors and 
field men will be guests of Mike 
Todd at a two-day symposium of 
Todd-AO techniques starting Thurs- 
day (22) at Reade’s Paramount 
Theatre here. Opening day will be 
devoted to a demonstration of new 
Todd-AO projection methods while 
scheduled for the following day is 
a briefing on exploitation and pro- | 
motion. 

Among exhibs attending the| 
showmanship conclave are those 
now showing Todd's “Around the 
World in 80 Days” as well as oth- 
ers who will screen it in the fu- 
ture. 











Scripter Sues Director 


For Changing Meaning 
Of Paris Film Story 


Paris, Aug. 13. 

Henri Jeanson, scriptwriter of 
“Montparnasse 19,” a forthcoming 
Franco-London Film production, 
has sued director Jacques Becker, 
accusing him of having changed 
the meaning of the script lic wrote 
for this pic. Jeanson is apparently 
especially incensed by the cutting 
of a real-life suicide of Modiglia- 
ani's companion after the painter 
(whose story is told in the film) 
dies, 

In reply, Becker is quoted as 
saying: “I've had to change the 
script to be able to tell the story 
in my style, if I have one, but I 
have preserved most of Jeanson’s 


screenplay Anyway, I'll make 
the picture from my own point of | 
view | 

Case presents interesting prob- 
lems, because of the recently 
passed author's rights legislation 
in this country. Under this, a 


writer is granted a much larger 
say in so-called “tampering” 
cases; hence developments will be 
watched here as precedent-setters. 

Production, which was originally 
to have been directed by the late 
Max Ophuls, will star Gerard 
Philipe as Modigliani. Lea Pado- 
vani has been signed for another 
role in the forthcoming pic. 


SHAW BROS. HANDLE . 
REP FOR MALAYA 


Singapore, Aug. 20. 





Shaw Brothers have made a deai| 


to take on distribution of the Re- 
public Pictures product here. 
They ll handle the Rep films in 
the territories of Singapore, the 
Federation of Malaya, British 
North Berneo and Sarawak. 





Remarque as Actor | 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Erich Maria Remarque 
makes his debut as an actor in 
Universal's “There's a Time to 
Love,” based on his own novel 
“A Time to Love and a Time 
to Die.” Remarque, best known 
for his “All Quiet on the West- 
ern Front,” has been working 
at the studio for the last month 
on script revisions. 

Remarque will have a fea- 
tured role in the film, portray- 
ing a German professor. 


| 





N.Y. Censorship 
Fiscally Intact 


Albany Aug. 20. 

Top officials of the New York | 
State Dept. of Education and of its 
Motion Picture Division do not con- 
sider that recent court decisions 
have sounded the deathknell of 
censorship. Best proof of this is 
the tentative approval of a $113,000 
budget for the MPD in the fiscal 
year 1958-59. 

Figure is about $1,000 higher 
than that for the current fisca! 
year. The departmental budgets are 
submitted to the Governor, for in- 
clusion in his annual budget mes- 
sage to the Legislature. 

The Motion Picture Division col- 
lected approximately $340,000 in 
license fees last year. These are 
based on a charge of $3 per thou- 
sand feet for original film, and $2 
per thousand feet for “copies.” 

The industry-supported Duffy- 
Walters bill, which proposed to in- 
crease the rate for original film | 
from $3 to $4 a thousand feet, but 
to decrease the tab for prints from 
$2 per thousand feet to $4 for 
“each .additional entire copy,” 
would have put overhead expenses 
and receipts in relatively close bal- 
ance. 

Governor Averell Harriman, in 
vetoing the measure on April 12, 
said the Director of the Division es- 
timated it would reduce State rev- 
enues “by approximately $300,000. 

Moot is how much it actually | 
costs to administer the film licens- | 
ing law in New York State. MPD! 
budget does not cover any part of: | 
the salaries of ranking echeloners | 
who advise and supervise the Divi-| 
sion; costs of the Law Division, | 
which conducts expensive defenses | 
of appeals by distributors .. . that 
for “The Miracle” is believed to 
have entailed State expenditures 
totaling $100,000; rental value of 
the MPD’s space in the State Of- 
fice Building at New York. 


| | 
DISNEY SQUIRREL HERO 
TO STORE UP RUNS 


Buena Vista, Walt Disney distri- 
bution subsidiary, has set a slow | 
play-off for “Perri,” outfit’s newest 
feature ready for marketing. Com- 
pany is angling for long runs at a 
limited number of art situations, 
so as to build word-of-mouth, be- 
fore going into general release. 

Film is a live-action account of 
actual animal life in the Rocky 
Mountain area, tracing from birth 
the life of the title character, a 
squirrel. It's to open Aug. 28 at 
the Fine Arts Theatre, Los An- 
geles, Aug. 28 and within a few 
days later at the Loop, Chicago, 
and the Normandie, New York. 
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Jim Backus 
Anne Baxter 
Pierre Bultinck 
Fred Clark 
Denise Darcel 
Joe De Santis 
Harry Fox 
Abel Green 
Leslie T. Harris 
Sol Jacobson 
Robert B. Levitt 
Eddie Mayehoff 
Pat O'Brien 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Ted Saucier 
Si Seadler 
Syd Silverman 
Bill Watters 
Natalie Wood 


Chest Calisthenics 


| Art Theatre Jan. 9, was “lewd and 


| ical 


> t 

Convicts McGaffie 

Houston, Aug. 20. | 

County Judge Bill Miller decided | 
Wednesday (14) that “Mated,” sex-) 
ucational nudie confiscated by} 


Sn te int ee el 


New York Sound Track 


SPOOFS OF+S+OCCOOS 





+eeooe 








eeooeeeoe ® 
Speaking of producers who act like stars: don’t forget that Phineas 


Houston police in a raid on Avalon! >, Barnum used to drive round the arena in a carriage doffing his hat 


lascivious,” and fined Avaion Mgr. 
Harry M. MeGaffie $500 for ex- 
iibiting it. 


Judge made ruling after moving) ner of Louis Nizer, who's Loew's president Joseph Vogel’s attorney in 


court to screening room of loca 
20th Century-Fox office to view 
film. Most of the 60 minute reel is 
dry presentation of charts and still 
photographs, with occasional mus- 
background and monotonous 
commentary by male voice. One 
scene, however, is demonstration 
by mode! of how to develop breasts 
with massage and breast pump. 
Brown & Sonney Pictures Corp., 
Dallas, is distrib. 

Prosecution was aided by fact 


that Asst. Mgr. Irvin F. Brown) reportedly on the prowl for theatre acquisitions . 


turned state’s evidence and testi- 
fied during trial of McGaffie that 
he had warned him pie went too 
far. Immediately after raid in 
January, Brown had been decrying 
cops’ high-handed tactics. Charges 
against Brown were dropped when 





he agreed to testify. 


Attorneys said the case would be' and author of “State Fair,” 
appealed. Pending the final out-| State Fair . 


to the circus crowds and shouting, “I’m Mr. Barnum, I’m Mr. Barnum!” 

It’s an oddity that Edwin L. Weisl should be linked with the Sam 
Briskin-for-president camp at Loew's. He’s a member of the Pora- 
mount board which also includes Louis Phillips, Latter is a law part- 
the big battle . . . Another member of the same law team (of Phillips, 
Nizer, Benjamin & Krim), incidentally, is Beb Benjamin who relates 
he and Arthur Krim got into the film industry because “a lawyer fo!- 
lows his clients.” Benjamin is board chairman and Krim president of 
United Artists. In a taped interview for the Tex & Jinx radio show 
Benjamin said one of the-clients was Robert R. Yeung, who asked Ben- 
jamin and Krim to help him organize Pathe and Eagle Lion. This led 
to the UA association. Benjamin also said he anr Krim don't hzve the 
time anymore to practice law but the money they’re receiving from 
UA goes to the PNB&K law firm. 

Rumors persist ‘denials, too) anent Max E. Youngstein seguing into 
production . . . Magna Theatre Corp., which has the Todd AO system, 
. « Irving Seochin, 
who's J. Arthur Rank’s sales manager in the States, states no Rank 
pictures’ will be made available to home-toll tv interests unless such 
product dispositions became an industry pattern Paramount 
junketing the press ‘some from Gotham but most from L. A.) to Los 
Vegas this weekend for “Joker Is Wild” unveiling. 

Leonard Feather in Sept. issue of Ebony Mag comments on Berta 
Woods charge that Negroes don’t want to be Negroes: “Of course they 
don’t; they want to be people.” Memorial to Phil Steng, Iowa journalist 
will be a special day (Aug. 24) at Iowa 
.. Variety will have its London chief, Harold Myers plus 


come, the print of. “Mated” will) Robert Hawkins from Rome and Gene Moskowitz from Paris cévering 


Hang ‘C Ratings 
On Three Imports 


National Legion of Decency 
lowered the boom on three pic- 
tures this week—all being branded 


with “C” (condemned) ratings. 
Placed in the tabu class by the 
Catholic reviewing organization 


were Distributor Corp. of Amer- 
ica’s “Mademoiselle © Striptease,” 
Kingsley International's “Passion- 
ate Summer,” which is a French- 
Italian import, and the Burstyn 
organization’s “Stella,” made in 
Greece. 

This is the first time in the mem- 
ory of foreign distribs in the 
United States that the Legion 
cracked down on three pictures ing 
one week. 

“Striptease” rapped 


was on 


“grounds of “completely immoral 


atmosphere” and “gross suggestive- 
ness in costuming, dialogue, dane- 
ing and situations.” 

“Summer,” stated the Legion, 
contains subject matter which is 
“morally unacceptable and seri- 
ously offensive to the virtue of 
purity.” é 

“Stella” is said to “seriously 
violate Christian and _ traditional 
standards of morality and decency 
by reason of gross suggestiveness 
in castuming, dialogue and situa- 
tions.” 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Tony Charmoli 
Charles J. Feldman 
Errol Flynn 

Oscar Hammerstein 
Morgan Hudgins 
Burl Ives 

Herbert Kenwith 
Mort Myerson 
Wilford R. Sanders 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Ezra Stone 

Jessica Tandy 

Mel Tolkin 


N. Y. to Europe 
‘Ray Anthony 
Pierrette Beaudoin 
Edward Carfango 
Marcella Cisney 
Stanley Donan 
Roger Fournier 
Roland Gammon 
Benedict Gimbel Jr. 
Paula Bronstein Landry 
Phyllis Perlman 
Harold Rand 
Domenico Savino 
Robert Schnitzer 
Miriam Stern 
Hal B. Wallis 


Europe to N. Y- 
Drummond Drury 
Mel Ferrer 
James Gardiner 
Audrey Hepburn 
Sol Hurok 
E. E. Juster 
Erich Leinsdorf 
Anatole Litvak 
Edward Muhl 
Jan Peerce 
Roberta Peters 
Paul Shyre 
Jimmy Thompson 
Bill Thourlby 
Sam Tucker 


| 
| 
} 





the Venice Film Festival this year. 

Isn’t Hecht-Hill-Lancaster, which recenty pirk-slipped employe David 
Golding and the Coast publicity department, pacting Rogers, Cowan 
& Jacobs on retainer? .. . Sal Di Gennaro, vet in both exhibition and 
distribution, joining NTA Pictures as eastern seaboard division man- 
ager under boss Al Schwalberg. This week's Newsweek throws the spot- 
light on the making of business films, which is a $156,000,000-per-year 
business. Average picture runs 25 minutes and cost $25,800. 

Melvyn Douglas narrates United Nations radio program Aug. 21 over 


| WRCA, N.Y. on atomic bomb under title “Current Account”... United 


Federation of Entertainment Workers, which is the new body affiliated 
with America’s AFL-CIO and other “free” labor unions in the democ- 
racies (whose organization in Switzerland some months ago was ap- 
parently a Variety exclusive) is detailed in Christian Science Monitor 
by Arnold Beichman. 

Speechifying in the new Hartford Statler recently Mike Todd com- 
mented that hotel operators today are more showmanly than film show- 
men. He waved his hand at the hotel dining room and its service 
in evidence .. . Todd apparently doesn’t know that the Hilton's public 
relation director is John Josephs, veteran showman of Balaban & Katz, 
RKO Theatres, Universal studio, MGM and Cinerama antecedents. 

A Northern Ireland film house manager, James Gribben, of the 2,000- 
seater Tonic Cinema, Bangor, County Down, is author of a new novel 
“The Long Ride Out,” published by Ernest Benn of London. It is Grib- 
ben’s sixth book. Like its predecessor, “Island of the Pit,” it will also 
be published in the U.S.A. 

Des Moines Daily Register and Evening Tribune last week hiked 
their prices 5c a week but held single copy prices to 7c daily and 20c 
Sundays. 

Our man Hank Werba writes from Madrid: Columbia producer 
Charlies Schneer is shooting Kathy Grant (as the Sultan's daughter) 
in, of all places, the Alhambra’s boudoir wing once the reclining 
room of the Sultan's favorita for “Seventh Voyage of Sinbad” .. . 
Madrid photogs are inventing gate-crashing tactics to get into stage 
5 at CEA Studios where Brigitte Bardot has an unusually heavy sched- 
ule of unclad sequences in Raoul Levy's “Jewellers by Moonlight,” 
also Columbia . .. Metro admen should keep in touch wiih studio 
production office. ‘Action of the Tiger” reported “filmed on location 
in Athens and bullet-ridden hills of Albania . . .” (Variety, July 
24), was actually exteriored-near Granada and Malaga .. . Denials 
from the Sam Goldwyn office to the contrary, “Guys and Dolls” has 
been grabbed by local distrib As Films and outright sale sum already 
paid ... Xavier Cugat and Abbe Lane ended act at Pavillon in Retiro 
(Madrid's Central Park) and returned to Rome for pic assignments. 

Walter Reade Inc.’s Confmunity Court Motel at Saratoga, N.Y. sold 
at auction Saturday (10) for $161,000 showed a profit last .year of 
$18,300, after payment of approximately $9,000 in interest and amor- 
tization. 

Samuel Cohen marked his 25th anniversary as United Artists foreign 
publicity manager . . . Loew’s employees, out ringing doorbells in the 
proxy solicitation campaign, finding stockholders plenty confused anent 
what's going on between Joe Vogel and Joe T ... And a book- 
let put out by the N. Y. Stock Exchange shows that of all film com- 
panies Loew’s has the longest record of uninterrupted dividends, hav- 
ing split a melon ‘of varying amounts) with shareowners consistently 
every three months since 1923. 

Robert Wagner, under contract to 20th since 1950, signed a new two 
year contract with the studio... Tyrene Power and Ted Richmond set 
“The Marble Faun,” Nathaniel Hawthorne classic, for production in 
Italy later this year under their Copa Productions banner . . . Bob 
O’Donnell’s daughter Madeline drew a featured role in “The Other 
Life of Lynn Stuart” at Columbia . . . Stewart Granger, who winds his 
exclusive contract with Metro Sept. 10. set to star in a pair of films 
for Romulus, “The Whole Truth” and “The Night Comers,” both to be 
shot in London. 

John Hamilton, San Antonio’s restaurant operator turned actor, in 
home town where he reports that he will have parts in two new movies 
to go on location soon, viz 20th Century-Fox’s “Blood Alley” and the 
Chill Wills remake of the old “Min and Bill” series. - 

Emmet John Hughes, former European correspondent for Time and 
Life and editor of Fortune's board of directors who wrote profile on 
Loew situation has been named chief of Time’s foreign correspondents, 
which comprises 14 news bureaus and 121 stringers throughout ‘the 
world. 

Maxwell Shane returns te Universal for the third time under a new 
producing contract . . . Jessica Tandy off to the Coast to begin work 
on her starring role in Walt Disney's full-length feature, “The Light in 
the Forest”... Broadway actress Joyce Van Patten plays a Hollywood 
starlet in Paddy Chayefsky’s “The Goddess,” now shooting at the Gold 
Medal Studios in the Bronx , . . Universal launching a big buildup for 
John Gavin and Liso Pulver who have been set to star in “There's A 
Time to Love” . . . Count Basie band into “Jamboree,” a musical 
filmed in New York for WB release .. Dan Chamberlin, formerly wth 
the New York Times and more recently news editor of a Phoenix rac» 
station, has joined Metro’s publicity department under Dan S. Terrell’, 
publicity manager . . . David O. Selznick’s filmization of Ernest Hem- 
ingway’s “A Farewell to Arms” will run two hours and 45 minutes... 
Doris Day has changed her mind and is coming to Gotham to help in 
“Pajama Game” bally activities . . . Boulting Brothers latest comedy, 
“Lucky Jim,” selected for showing at the Edinburgh Film Festival. 

Helmut Dantine, who portrays Mare Anthony in Warners’ “The Story 
of Mankind,” steps behind the cameras at Allied Artists to direct “Jet 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Lots of Side Issues 

With the competitive aspects of the 18th annual Venice Film Festi- 
val concentrated into 14 feature-film evenings, the rest of visitors’ 
time can or will be dedicated—accordigg to wants, needs, or interests 
—to the innumerable sideline events scheduled for this year’s get- 
together, enough to satisfy the full range of film aficionados from 
the longhair student of pic art and history to the busy buyer of 
future fare 

In addition to the events already scheduled to take place before 
the main feature event gets started on Aug. 25 (including the 3d 
Film Book and Periodical Exhibit; the 1st Retrospective Art Film | 
Festival; the 9th Festival of Films for Children; the 8th Venice Doc- 
umentary and Short Subject Festival; the 1st Newsreel Festival), the | 
Festival has the following tidbits to offer the visitor or participant: | 

International Trade Show, organized by UIEC and AGIS. 

International meeting on subject of Film and Theatre. 

Retrospective showings of films by Max Ophuls, Dimitri Kirsanoff, 
Alexander Doyecenko, Dupont—all of whom died during the past year. 

Retrospective showings dedicated to many-time Venice winner Kenji 
Mizoguchi, including f.ve of his best films. 

Retrospective showings of British films, including both document- 
aries and feature films for silent days to present. 

Meeting of Italian film critics and editors on the subject of “re- 
launching” the feature film in the face of the video threat, with 
special attention to the garnering of more space for film news in 
Italo dailies and magazines. 

Showings of films by “young” filmmaking nations, or of new pic 
talents, interesting for wide picture of world filmmaking though un- 
able to make the competitive standard of the festival. 

Critics Dominate Jury. 

Following is the final composition of the Venice Film Festival fea- 
ture film jury: 

Rene Clair (France), director—President 

Arthur Knight (USA), critic Saturday Review. 

Ivan Piriey (USSR), director. 

Penelope Houston (Britain), critic. 

Miguel Perez Ferrero (Spain), critic. 

Vittorio Bonicelli, (Italy), critic. 

Ettere Giannini (Italy), director. 

Germans Vs Italo Shipping 

A tale that smacks of cloak-and-dagger, but may turn out to be the 
mere result of a postal or shipping mistake, has partly lifted the mys- 
tery surrounding the German (NDF) pic “Robinson Soll Nicht Sterben.” 
which had been sent to Venice for screening by the selection committee. 
Seems that copy of pic was sent off in time to get under the Aug. 6 
Venice deadline for entries, but for some reason was lost for several 
days, finally showed up too late for consideration. Though it at first 
looked like a plot to keep Germany out of this year’s event, subsequent 
check is said to have indicated that the slip-up and loss was neither 
the Festival’s—nor the Germans’ fault but the Italian shipping agency 
which handled it on arrival. 








MORE EFFIC 


By ROBERT HAWKINS 


Venice, Aug. 20. 
Venice Film Festival (18th year)| 
opens its doors Sun. (25) with the 





| Spanish entry which stars Pablito 
| Calvo, Peter Ustinov, and was di- 
| rected by Ladislao Vajda. Opener 
| will be followed by the traditional 
Gala reception at the Excelsior 
Hotel, given jointly by the Festival 
authorities and the Italian Govern- 
ment. 

Venice Festival runs through 
Sept. 8, when Rene Clair’s latest 
film, “Porte de Lilas,” will be 
screened out of competition. In all 
14 entries are in the running for 
the Gold Lion of St Mark and for 
the two Volpi Cups (for acting). 
This is the day-by-day lineup. 
an . 25: “Un Angel Volo Sobre Brooklyn” 


“Same Ljudi” 
~ of Walue”¢ (USA) 
ry” 


Sept. &: “porte de Lilas” (France—out of 

Sonapattians 

(This is incidentally one of the 
first times that a festival program 
has been pinned down so far in 
advance of the event, making the 
scheduling ef accessory events and 
coordination of visitors and celeb- 
rities much easier). 

Venice, the last in line after one 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Closed-TV Bout Toters Under 
Free-For-All Of Counter-Bids 


Ray Robinson has called off his+ 
Sept. 23 fight with Carmen Basilio 
for the middleweight championship 
as a result of a hassle over the 
terms for the closed-circuit telecast 
of the bout. ' 

According to Robinson, his con- 
tract with promoter James Norris 
and the International Boxing Club 
requires his written permission be- 
fore any television deal can be 
made. Robinson stated, that de- 
spite this agreement, Norris made 
an arrangement for Theatre Net- 
work Television, headed by Nathan 
L. Halpern, to handie the closed- 
circuit telecast. Halpern, who has 
handled all previous IBC closed- 
circuit bouts, has been signing up 
theatres for the closed tv event 
for several weeks now, 

Halpern immediately denied that 
the fight had been called off, say- 
ing that there has been no official 
cancellation. Halpern emphasized 
he was continuing with plans to 
televise the bout. 

Robinson, reached at his Harlem 
office, said that he brought a bet- 
ter deal, made by the TelePromp- 
ter Corp., a rival of TNT, to Nor- 
ris. He then discovered, the fighter 
said, that the IBC topper had 
signed a deal with Halpern without 
first obtaining his (Robinson's) ap- 





WHO OWNS WHAT? 
Filipino Story ‘Ifugao’ Involved As 
To Rights 








Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Plans set by Harry Smith Pro- 
ductions, to lens Yank version of 
previously-filmed Filipino pic, 
“Ifugao,” next month, are pro- 


Pictures Inc., Manila firm, that 
property belongs to them. 

In letter to Variety, Cirio H. 
Santiago, topper of People’s Pic- 
tures, contended -that his firm 
hadn’t sold rights to “Ifugao,” 
originally shot in Tagalog langu- 
age, to anyone. To this, Smith told 
Vartety that his firm had pur- 
chased the rights from author 
Pierre Salas. Also, Smith stated, 
Salas is currently suing People's 
Pictures in Filipino courts for 
250,000 pesos, for allegedly pirat- 
ing his property. 


Top Court Test 
Of Chicago Police 





proval, 

According to Robinson, the Hal- 
perh offer consisted of a guar- 
antee of 250,000 theatre seats as 
compared with the 400,000-seat of- 
fer made by Irving Kahn, presi- 
cent of TelePrompter. As far as 
he was concerned, Robinson said 
le'e yesterday (Tues.) the fight was 
o*. He declared that unless a sat- 
isfactory agreement was reached by 
today (Wed.), the fight could not 
t+ held on Sept. 23. Halpern and 
the IBC charged that TelePromTer 
offered Robinson a side deal of 
$250,000. 





Censor Rights 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 
“Game of Love” film ban case 
is headed from Chicago to U. S. 

Supreme Court. Times Film Corp. 
has waged a battle with the city in 
federal courts since July of 1955. 
Chi attorney Abner Mikva and New 
York attorney Felix J. Bilgrey have 
carried their appeal from Federal 
District Court here through the 
Court of Appeals and last week 


(Continued on page 22) 


Venice, Aug. 20. 

American delegation at Venice, 
to be headed by William Perlberg, 
repping the U.S. officially in State 
Dept. mission (Joseph Beatty ac- 
complishing same stint during the 
documentary and moppet pic 
stretch of the Festival, Aug. 12-21), 
and by Charles Baldwin in repre- 
sentation of the MPEA, will throw 
a midnight party on Aug. 27, fol- 
lowing the showing of the official 
Yank entry, Metro’s “Something 
of Value.” Affair will be held at 
the Excelsior Hotel in sitdown buf- 
fet fashion, and guests list will be 
restricted to 400 total. 

Other. Yank public relations ef- 
forts under the limited $9,500 
budget allotted the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. of America for 


ceeding despite claims by People’s¢ Venice, will include a poster ad- 


vertising the U.S. effort in a key 
spot opposite the entrance-exit of 
the Festival Palace on the Lido, 
plus the usual Yank material stand 
on the Palace mezzanine, where 
photos and other material on the 
Yank pix in competition will be 
handed out to accredited scribes. 


Striptease Films Policy 
Near Infantry Trainees 
Columbia, S. C., Aug. 20. 

Screen burlesque has returned to 
Columbia. 

The medium discontinued by the 
| Strand Theatre due to a policy 
| change by the owners has been 
| picked up after some months’ ab- 
| sence by the State Theatre. 

Mgr. Sam Hammond said he 
would offer the films on a Satur- 
day late show basis only with a 
change of attraction weekly for sev- 
eral weeks “on a trial basis.” 

Apparently, Hammond expects to 
continue and perhaps even expand 
the strip shows if they are profit- 
able. 

Columbia regularly has no live 
burlesque, even though it is the 
site of Fort Jackson, largest in- 
fantry center the Army has. 

Small night clubs occasionally 
use a strip act, but it has never 
been a policy with any of them. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. K. Williams of 
Devine, Tex., have taken over the 
| operation of the same-name Thea- 
tre from Mrs. Gidney Talley. 














world premiere showing of “Un 
Angel Volo Sobre Brooklyn” (An 
Angel Flew Over Brooklyn), the| 





DELAYED DEFINITION 


But ‘Bitter Victory’ Probably Is 
French Picture for Venice 


Venice, Aug. 20. 

Latest news to date regarding 
the participation of Nicholas Ray's 
“Bitter Victory” at the Venice Film | 
Festival is that entry will probably 
be unspooled as a French picture, | 
despite its Columbia Pictures fi-| 
nancing. 

Festival authorities have still not 
officially defined the presenting na- 
tion, but unofficial reports both 
from Columbia in Rome as well as 
local gossip point to France as the 
probably country of origin of the 
pic, produced in that country by 
Paul Graetz from a French literary 
property, “Amere Victoire” by 
Rene Hardy. Also pointed out that 
France has only one other entry 
in fest (Andre Cayatte’s “Oeil pour 
Oeil”) and hence would feel slight- 
ed if both Italy and the USA have 
two competing pix each. 

An official announcement from 
here is ex . So far, the Fes- 
tival has kept pic's “identity” mum, 
failing to even answer MPEA 
omy repeated queries to this ef- 
ect. 


Jap Book Exports 
Top Films as A 





Tokyo, Aug. 20. 
Exports of Japanese books have | 


than twice that of motion pictures, 


earners of this country. Finance 
orders are flowing in f-om many 
corners of the world. Last year, | 
Red China was Japan's biggest | 
book customer followed by Brazil, 


tralia and Taiwan. 
Books on technical subjects a 

most sought in Asia while those on | 

US. 


market in the and South 


Japanese book publishers plan 


cluding W. Germany, 
Soviet Russia. For a show soon to 
be held at Pyongyang, 5,000 books, 
300 samples of magazines and daily 
newspapers have been sent. 


‘TT'LL HURT, BUT WE'LL 
MAKE VENICE COU 


Venice, Aug. 20. 

The large number of film fes- 
tivals, many of whom accept all 
comers “with open arms,” has not 
made this year’s film-gathering 
chore for the Venice event at all 
easy, says Floris Ammannati, cur- 
rently serving his second stanza as 





which starts Sunday (25). 
Venice topper, however, notes that 
there has been some progress in 


vinced that a Festival such as the 
local one, where an artistic stand- 
ard is maintained “can be helpful 
to their interests.” 

According to Ammannati “the 
mere participation at Venice must 
become an honor and merit. It 
won't be easy,” he adds, “but I 
would like to arrive at an extreme 
of abolishing prizes altogether, be- 
cause the maximum prize should be 
acceptance in itself.” 

With regard to prizes, the Ven- 
ice director considers one of the 
;major innovations this year the 
fact that the Gold Lion must be as- 
‘Signed. This to avoid repetition 
of last year’s jury refusal to as- 
sign the top kudo. Failure was 
sharply criticized at the time, as 
| feeling was that several of 
(Continued on page 18) 








Currency Earner. 


one of the top foreign currency | 


Ministry information reveals that | 


the U.S., Republic of Korea, Aus-| 


the arts and literature find a good | 
America where many Japanese live. | 


exhibits in 10 foreign countries, in- | 


France and | vestigating committee hasn't 


topper of the Lagoon get-together, | 
The 
| 


that producers have become con-| 


the | 


IVAL: 600 NEWSMEN - 


WITH LESS GOIN, | Sinbad’ Production in Span Using 
FNCY) New Film Process to Stress Fantasy 


——— Aug. 20. 
Youthful U. producer Charles 
Schneer, Sepia iocationing his 
“Seventh Voyage of Sinbad” in 
Spain, is employing a new film 


| process, called Dynamation, which 
| he feels will roll back the confines 
}of film fiction fantasy. 


Skirting 
complicated technical details, the 


| Morningside Films prexy defined 


| Dynamation as an original mating 


of color with a picture frame con- 


| sisting of animation, norma! action 
and blue backing trick photo ef- 
fects. - 

Schneer admits its dynamite to 


| dynamate for the first time. He has 


been experimenting, testing and 
preparing “Sinbad” for a year and 
a half. With cameras now grinding 
in Granada, he still feels he's on a 
trial-and-error magic carpet. En- 
thusiastieally confident Dynamation 
is an industry pacesetter, Schneer 
predicts “Sinbad” will bring to life 
for the first time the great word 
pictures of “Arabian Nights” and 
make tiem wholly believable to a 
paying audience. Imaginative real- 
ity of his new process has hini 
visualizing its application to the 
unbounded screen and story riches 
of mythology. 

Coming back to earth, Schneer 
gave supporting reasons for bring- 
ing director Nathan Juran together 
with stars Kathy Grant and Ker- 
win Matthews to Spain where live 
action and background plates are 
being shot. Exteriors selected, he 
said, include the world-famous Al- 
hambra, one of the authentic 
pearls of ancient Arab civilization; 
and hitherto unrevealed splendor 
of Mallorcan caves and rock forma- 
tions. 

With Spain locations in the can, 
he returns to Hollywood with pro- 
duction designer Ray Harryhausen 
for studio interiors and animation 
|shots. All footage is then sent to 


climbed so steeply in recent years | London Technicolor where tint ef- 
that their income is now mere | Sota we be blended for final as- 
| sembly 


Schneer, already credited with 
“It Came From Beneath Sea” and 
“20 Million Miles to Earth,” turns 

out three pix a year for Columbia. 
Not all Morningside product is in 
the .science fiction-film . fantasy 
|class. The producer listed “Case 
Against Brooklyn” and “Flag Over 
| Tarawa” as projects to follow. 


» LINDSLFY PARSONS BID 
ON ‘EXPOS®’ UNDECIDED 


Washington, Aug. 20 
The McClellan labor rackets in- 
de- 
cided yet whether to take up the 
request of film producer Lindsley 
Parsons. Last week, Parsons wrote 





| to the committee, requesting that 


t probe the string of cancellations 
by theatres in Oregon and Wash- 


| ington State of his film, “Portland 


Expose.” Pic is a story of labor 
racketeering in the Northwest.+ 
Senate Committee has been so 


| busy with its present hearings into 


the teamster locals of New York 
that it has not even had an oppor- 
tunity to discuss the Parsons let- 
ter. Parsons Inferred labor pres- 


| sure was responsible for the can- 


cellations. 
STARS SHINE ON POTOMAC 


Exceptional Quota of Luminaries 
Hit Washington Last Week 











Washington, Aug. 20. 

Not since the days of the war 
bond rallies has the capital been so 
jam-packed with Hollywoodites as 
it was past week. Registered at the 
Statler Hote] in a single day were 
the foliowing:—Cary Grant. and 
Sophia Loren, here for location 
shooiing of Paramount's “House- 
boat”; Jane Russell, in town to tub 


| thump for “The Fuzzy Pink Night- 


gown”; Jane Greer, on hand to 
highlight home town preem of 
“Man of 1,000 Faces.” Across the 
town, staying at the Woodner in or- 
der to be near Carter Barron Ame 
phitheatre where he appeared in an 
al fresco variety show, was Bob 
Hope. 

Hands-down winner in the pube 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Three Faces of Eve 


Psychiatrie case history of 
woman wi hree personaii- 
ties, but presented half-seri- 
ously and half in comedy fash- 
ion with confusing results. 
Stars Joanne Woodward who 
shows strong petential for fu- 








ture. Fair b.o, 

20th-Fox release of Nunnally Johnson 
production. Stars Joanne Woodward, Lee 
J. Cobb and David Wayne. Directed by 
Johansen. Screenplay. Johnson, from the 
book by Corbett H.. Thigpen, M.D. and 
Hervey M. Cleckley, M.D.; camera, Stan- 
ley Cortez; editor, Marjorie Fowler; 
music, Robert Emmett Dolan; narration 
by Allistair Cooke. Previewed in N. Y. 
Aug. 12 ’. Running time, 91 MINS. 
Eve . Joanne Woodward 
Kaiph White David Wayne 
Dr. Luther Lee J. Cobb 
Dr. Day . Edwin Jerome 
Secretary Alena Murray 
Mrs. Black evese Nancy Kulp 
Mr. Black .. Douglas Spencer 
Bonnie 


. Terry Ann Ross 
. Ken Scott 
Mimi Gibson 





carl 
rve—age 8 





There ts a similarity between 
20th’s “Three Faces of Eve” and 
Metro's recent “Lizzie.” Both deal 
with the psychiatric problem faced 
by a woman with three different 
and distinct personalities. “Three 
Faces of Eve” is based on a true 
life case history recored by two 
psychiatrists—Corbett H. Thigpen 
and Hervey M. Cleckley-—and 
which reecived considerable atten- 
tion as a popular-selling book. 
“Lizzie,” on the other hand, was 
adapted from Shirley Jackson's 
novel, “The Bird’s Nest.” 

“Three Faces of Eve,” written, 
directed and produced by Nunnally 
Johnson, is frequently an intrigu- 
ing and provocative motion picture, 
but Johnson's treatment of the sub- 
ject matter makes the film neither 
fish nor foul. Curiosity and word- 
of-mouth may attract audience. 
People ought to be mildly enter- 
tained by the mental manipula- 
tions of the troubled patient. 

It appears obvious that Johnson 
set out to make an entertaining 
film with comedy overtones. The 
propriety of this decision will be 
questioned by many who will feel 
that the subject of mental illness 
deserves serious and_ reverent 
treatment. Johnson shifts 
and forth—striving for comedy at 
one point and presenting a docu- 
mentary case history at another. 
The result is that picture does not 
have a specifie point of view and 
will undoubtedly confuse many 
viewers who won't be quite sure 
what emotions are suitable, 


“Three Faces of Eve,” however, | 
is notable for the performance oi | Sparks the interest of the world, | 
Joanne Woodward as the woman, 


This husband (played by Rossano Brazzi) 


| this dramatic situation comes when | 
| Brazzi seduces the innocent girl. 


Woodward, a pretty| The shock has the effect of restor- 


with the triple personality. 
is Miss Woodward's first “big” ap- 
pearance and gives her the once- 
in-a-lifetime opportunity to  por- 
tray three characters in one pic- 
ture. Miss 
blonde, fulfills her assignment ex- 
cellently and stamps herself as a 
erformer who should be heard 
rom. 20th’s gamble in an unknown 
“new face” should reap rich re- 
wards as a result of Miss Wood- 
ward's tour de force. 

The three personalities Miss 
Woodward is called on to play are 
(1) a drab, colorless Georgia house- 
wife, (2) a mischievous, ‘crespon- 
sible sexy dish, and (3) a sensible, 
intelligent and balanced woman. 
The emergence of a third person- 
ality is rare in splits, but under 
the guidance of a determined psy- 
chiatrist, played forcefully and in- 
telligently by Lee J. Cobb, the 
patient is able te shed her less 
favorable personalities and emerges 
mentally sound and is able to pur- 
sue a normal healthy life once 
again, 

The pyschiatrie sessions, while 


possibly authentic, could readily) fices many scenes to Miss Sears, | 


confuse the layman, The manner 
in which the doctor can hypnotizé 


and alter his patient’s personality | ances which dominate the screen. | 


seems so easy and pat as to appear 
hard to believe. Some explana- 
tion of how this can be accom- 
plished would have been helpful. 

That 
of treating the film entirely seri- 
ously is tipped off in an opening 
tongue-in-cheek narration by the 
urbane and erudite Alistaire Cooke. 
Most of the comedy stems from 
Miss Woodward's relationship with 
her coarse and unsympathetic first 
husband, played by David Wayne. 
Wayne basically miscast in the role, 
is directed to play it for laughs. 

Another oddity is Miss Wood- 
ward's speech. In her portrayal of 
the two personalities that eventual- 
ly disappear, she speaks with a de- 
lightful southern accent. However, 
when she becomes the sensible and 
intelligant woman, she emerges as 
a femme who might have attended 
Smith or Vassar. 


Edwin Jerome, as Cobb's psy- 


chiatric colleague; Terry Ann Ross, 
as Miss Woodward's young daugh- 
ter; Kea Scott, as her second hus- 


back | 


band, Alena Murray, as the doctor's 
secretary, and Nancy Kulp~ and 
— Spencer, as Miss Wood- 
ward's parents, iend strong sup- 
port. Production values, including 
Stanley Cortez’s black and white 
photography, are first om. i 
ou. 


Perri 
(COLOR-SONGS) 
Squirrels have personality, 
Walt Disney's newest, a “true- 
life fantasy” biopic of animals 
in the Utah-Wyoming forests; 
packaged with a pair of shorts. 
Excellent color and maximum 








Stery of Esther Costello | interest. Great for moppet 
(BRITISH) trade particularly. 
ne EGA Buena Vista diamine. Produced and 
Strong tear-jerker based on jnarrated by Winston Hibler. Directed 
Nicholas Monsarrat’s best-se!- by N. Paul Kenworthy Jr., and Ralph 


Vv 
| Wright. Written by Wright and Hibler, 
| based on a novei by Felix Salten. Camera 


| (Technicolor), Kenworthy, Joel Colman, 


ler about a pretty blind mute; 
powerful dramatic perform- 














freedom of the forests, he turns 
him loose. 

“Goose,” which opens the pro- 
gram, recounts the history behind 
“Little Jack Horner,” ‘Mistress 
Mary” and “London Bridge.” 

Kap. 


Domino Kid 





Fast gun entry for the western 
market; Rory Calhoun name to 
attract. 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Columbia release of a Rory Calhoun- 
Victor M. Orsatii production. Stars Rory 
| Calhoun; features Kristine Miller, Andrew 








ances by Joan Crawford, Ros- || Waite: Perkins, William, Ratcliffe, James | ee Ba fe 
azz 2 R Simon, ohn P Jermann, David | 4 sias, Rober urton. P 
seme Br i and Heather Sears | Meyer. Warren E. Garst, Roy Edward | by Ray Nazarro. Screenplay, Kenneth 
give it top b.o. appeal. Disney; music, Carl Brandt. Franklyn |Gamet, Hal Biller; camera, Irving Lipp- 
j Marks; songs by George Bruns, Paul | man; editor, Gene Havlick; musig, Mischa 
London, Aug. 13 | Smith, Gil. George, Wright and Hibler; | Bakaleinikoff. Previewed Aug. » ov. 
Columbia release of a Romulus Pro- | Editor, Jack L. Atwood. Reviewed in | manning time, 74 MINS ~s 
duction. Stars Joan Crawford, Rossano | Hollywood, Aug. 16, ‘57. Running time. |Domino .._ Rory Calhoun 
Brazvi. Directed by David Miller. Screen- | 75, MINS. (Package running time, 129 | Barbara Ellison Kristine Milles 
| play, ‘Charles Kaufman from novel by | M! Ss.) pe Harrington — ee 
| Nicholas Monsarrat; | camera, Robert | | Lote . . . Peler whitaey 
Georges Auric “At Leicester Square The.| The life and times of dozens of | Juan Cortez Set Monee 
a : me ; | . s ri ravers . o ur 
jatre, London. Running time, 104 MINS. | denizens of the great forests of | Pepe Garcias .. Bart Bradley 
Margaret Landi .......... Joan Crawford t ‘ ie ; . TE aceseccceces . James Griffith 
COS" Beer Rossano Brazzi | Utah and Wyoming have been cap- PMG, Gandbin ..%...cccccess Roy Barcroft 
Seat Sees «....0-00. Heather Sears | tured for the screen in “Perri,” one | Bill Dregser .......... * men lien 
VY Grant ...ceeeceveee | as i - oeerces eee } . 
Wenzel 6a’ [Rem Rendell |of the most ambitious animal film | Dobbs Nee ie gh ataeae ‘ Wes Christensen 
Mother § jor . Fa Sompton | : . o TRAMOM ccccccccccccsdecere n Orlando 
wg Bene conlngalllahd Bij, Pag penn undertakings of all time, Nine} 
| Father Devlin .... Denis O'Dea | . orame ive nti . . ah 
oni. apnea idney James, “2#™Meramen lived patiently through; First Rory Calhoun-Victor M. 


| Ryan ~ ae 
| Women in Art Gallery .... 


| Wom: Bessie Love | tic annual cycles in the forests 
» tL, a Robert Ayres | ty capture the setting in all its 


..«» Maureen Delaney | 
. Harry Hutchinson 
secsudes Tony Quinn 
Janina Faye 

Estelle Brody 


stark grandeur through the chang- 
|jag seasons and photograph the 
| 8rowth process of the central char- 


Irish Publican 
| Irish Pub Customer 
| Esther as a child 
Tammy 






Mes. Forbes ...... .. June Clyde | acter, a female pine squirrel who 
| Susan North .... . Sally Smith | could easily beeome one of the 
Christine Brown aed ana Day | ; A 

| Nurse Evans ............. Megs Jenkins | Most commercial characters Disney 
| Oe Cree Andrew Cruikshank | has ever brought to film audi- 
| Siwnor Gatth ...-..0+5.. Victor Rietti | ences, 


Mary Costello Sheila Hanahan 


| Excellent camera work, magnifi- 
| cent photography and an eaves- 
| dropping quality that permits an 
| audience almost to imagine they 
|know animal thought insure the 
| broadest family appeal for the 
ae ae release, To round out 
| his powerful cast every opportuni- paw o-hour package, “Perri” is ac- 
panied by ‘“‘Niok,” an engross- 
{ty for an all-out assault on the ing study pp So oA = He oa 
emotions. This cast, headed by|and a baby elephant, and “The 
Joan Crawford, responds eagerly.| Truth About Mother Goose,” a 
The result is a pic with the strong- | 0me-reel color cartoon that imag- 


: , inatively reconstructs the story be- 
est woman-appeal and highclass | hind a trie of nursery rhymes. 
fare for world audiences. 


2 n “ | “Perri” starts shortly after the 
Miller's skillful direction extracts | birth of the little pine squirrel and 
\qceey ounce of sentiment and | carries ~~ through her 
pathos from a moving story, but | ™eeting with a male counterpart 
{cen : ;, | and their McCall's Magazine—in- 

manages to escape being maudlin. spired phrase, “Together Time,” 
| Miss Crawford is a rich American | ag the mating season is delicately 
socialite who, revisiting her Irish | described for the sex-embarrassed 
birthplace. nds » young gir, deat, |teade, Tale ees te 
4 [7 ~ re 

ng — hg Basa <= |of forest citizens at play and at 
Joan rescues the girl from her evil Attic and includes footage of such 

ittle known animals as the fiying 


| Nicholas Monsarrat’s poignant 
best-selling novel has been shaped 

by Charles Kaufman into a glossy, 
| highly effective screenplay, with 
| David Miller’s direction affording 





me) Aa pep my egy ig nage | squirrel, the snowshoe rabbit and 
lr covery, This mercy campaign |t2¢ shawk. There will undoubt- 
peg y palgn | edly be some PTA complaints chat 





some sequences are unnecessarily 
nightmare-inducing, but for the 
|most part it is a careful study of 
a wildwood romance that combines 
the charm of a love story with the 
entertaining antics of the animals. 
Camera work by the team is al- 

; Ways outstanding, including some 
_ | terrifying forest-fire footage, views 
ww, from its gripping story, | of various parts of the forest from 
er Costello has an almost |unusual camera angles and highly 
agg oom ee weg te A =o | imaginative composition that takes 
al ny te communicate with the full advantage of the backgrounds 
|world.. So authentic are these | and color, There has also, obvious- 
lscenes that Heather Sears, who | ly, been a tremendous job of film 
portrays Esther, and Joan Craw- 


but Miss Crawford’s estranged | 
and a slick exploitation guy, turn 


it into a giant racket. Climax to} 


| ing her faculties, 


4 . - _q | tegrate the footage into a smooth- 
perigee hex Sater actually learned | owing story. Winston Hibler, who 

TI ti . h h i | produced, provides the background 
| The acting throughout is impec- | narration which is frequently the 
/cable and is noteworthy for a re-| only flaw in its insistence upon 
| markable debut by 21-year-old rhyme. There is a fine background 
|Heather Sears, who stands up score and two tunes, “Break of 
jnotably to seasoned competition Day” and “Together Time,” con- 
; though faced with the tricky chore | ceivably could be candidates for 
i conveying emotion without bene-| poy attention 

it ot eye-play or dialog. Miss|* i.:. .._ : 
| Sears’ poignant acting is of rare); ecg produced by ge a 
| quality, sensitive and compelling, |?“ ert, was written and directe 


| both as the drab waif and the blos- PY Edmond Sechan. Simple and 





editing by Jack L. Atwood to in-| Ba 


Johnson had no intention | 


ner : touching story line deals with the 
sor:1'ng young Beauty. boy’s capture of the elephant, its 
subsequent sale to an animal trader 
and the youngster’s long trek to 
jrecover his pet. In the end, real- 
izing that the elephant needs the 


Although Miss Crawford sacri- 


| She has ample opportunity for one 
| uf those intense, smooth perform- 


She makes an effective team with 
Brazzi, who blends’ calculated 
| charm with caddishness in just the 
| right ratio. 
Among the other performances, 
| too, there are several that take the 
eye. For instance, there are Ron 
Randell, as the brash unscrupulous 
opportunist; and Lee Patterson, as 
an amiable young reporter who 
wins Miss Sears’ confidence and 
eventually her love. These two 
strikingly contrasted performances 
fit neatly into the general setup. 
There is a neat study in wily 
psychology by Denis O’Dea as a 
| kindly, determined riest with 
| more than a touch of blarney about 
him. Fay Compton, Maureen De- 
laney, 
| Robert Ayres and Bessie Love take 
| effective care of minor but signifi- 
cant roles. Robert Krasker'’s ca- 
|merawork and the dramatic but 
'vnobtrusive theme music of Geor- 
|ges Auric, plus neat editing, all 
acd their quota to a class ~ “sh 
film. Rich, 





Megs Jenkins, John Loder, |. 








Four Bags Full 


“Four Bags Full,” French 
import starring Jean Gabin 
and Bourvil, was reviewed in 
Variety Sept. 19, 1956, under 
its original title, “La Traver- 
see De Paris” (Trip Across 
Paris). The reviewer, Mosk, 
caught the film at the Venice 
Film Festival and found it 
“primarily for art houses and 
specialized categories in the 
U.S.” “Bags Full” is a Trans- 
Lux release and opens Sept. 4 
at the Trans-Lux 52d Street. 

Picture is a “farcical fable” 
about two strangers (Gabin 
and Bourvil) who join forces in 
trying to transport four valises 
full of a butchered pig across 
Paris during the Nazi occupa- 
tion of France. Reviewer re- 
ported “smooth technique and 
thesping” but commented that 
the anecdote was “slightly 
overstretched.” 





i 


| Orsatti indie for Columbia release 
|is a speedy gun yarn with all the 
|} makings of a money entry for the 
| Western market. Film is given 
solid treatment which pays off in 
anticipated strong response. 

Calhoun plays a man with a 
mission, to track down and kill 
the five outlaws who ran off the 
cattle on his ranch and murdered 
his father while he was away in the 
Confederate Army. He's already 
caught up to one and guns down 
three more in opening reel, Bal- 
ance of the Kenneth Gamet-Hal 
Biller screenplay follows his com- 
pleting his goal, plus a romance 
with Kristine Miller and conflict 
with Andrew Duggan, who finances 
ranches and wants Calhoun’s prop- 
erty, to complicate matters. 

Calhoun socks over his charac- 
| #er realistically and receives good 
support right down the line, aided 
by fast direction from Ray Nazar- 
ro, Miss Miller and Duggan deliver 
satisfactorily, Peter Whitney as the 
fifth man on Calhoun’s list is good 
in a blazing gun climax and Eugene 
Iglesias scores as a Mexican who 
identifies Whitney for Calhoun. 
Yvette Dugay as a cantina owner 
offers a fast Spanish dance and 
Robert Burton adds a warm note as 
an understanding sheriff. 

Irving Lippman’s fluid camera 
work catches film’s pace, further 
stressed by Gene Havlick’s eating. 

WV hit. 





Hell on Devil's Island 


Confusing yarn of Devil’s Is- 
land with small appeal. A me- 
diocrity. 








Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Twentieth-Fox release of a Leon Chool- 
uck-Lawrence Stewart production. Stars 
| Helmut Dantine, William Talman, Denna 
| Martel, Jean Willes. Rex In¢ram; fea- 
jtures Robert Cornthwaite, Jay Adler, 
Peter Adams. Directed bv Christian 
Nyby. Screenplay, Steven Ritch, based 
on story by Arndt and Ethel Giusti: cam- 
era, Ernest Haller: editor, Warren Adams; 
music, Irving Gertz. Previewed Aug. 7 
“57. Running time, 00 MINS. 
Paul Rigaud ......... Helmut Dantine 
William Talman 
- Donna Martell 

. Jean Willes 





Suzanne 


Lulu ..... aga ch Rex Ingram 
Governor Renault Robert Cornthwaite 
ot , Jay Adler 


Jacques Boucher 
Jean Robert 


Peter Adams 
' Reward Colmans 











| Felix Molyneaux el Welles 
| Marcel een Charles Bohbot 
Leon Philippe ... Alan Lee 
OS eee Henry Rowland 
OO eee Edward Coch 

rneaux ipbivecdee Paul Brinegar 
Bruiser No. 2 .. . Allen Pinson 


| Bruiser No. 2b .......... 
|Gina .. coeaene 
Saee Bes 2 .. 2.00. 
Chauvin 


Roy Jenson 

. Elena Da Vinci 
Edwin Nelson 
Paul MacWilliams 





Dealing with the efforts of a 
French governor to end cruelties 
of Devil's Island, this Regal pro- 


short on entertainment. 

Plottage centers on Helmut Dan- 
tine; a French journalist unjustly 
imprisoned for having written 
against French collaborators dur- 
ing World War II. After his re- 
lease from Devil’s Island, he 
throws in with the governor in an 
attempt to stop the practice of the 
ex-prisoners, now penniless, forced 
into virtual slavery by an unscru- 
pulous plantation owner through 
the offices of the crooked prefect 
of police. Through evidence col- 
lected by Dantine, the governor 
succeeds in final shutdown of the 
French penal colony. 


tion by Christian Nyby is undis- 
tinguished. Most persuasive player 
is Rex Ingram, a convict pal of 
Dantine. William Talman enact< 4 
brutal overseer, Robert Cornth- 
waite is the governor, Donna Mar- 
tel his daughter and Jean Willes 
operator of a dive where ex-cons 
run up bills they can’t pay. Tech- 
nical credits are stock. wan 
(nit, 





duction is long on brutality and | 


Script by Steven Ritch fails’ to | Lee 
give thesps any break and direc- 


Action of the Tiger 
(COLOR-C’SCOPE) 


Van Johnson and Martine Ca- 
rol in a colorful but often con- 
fusing adventure meller with 
Albanian background; okay for 
program situations. 


Hollywood, Aug. 17. 

Metro release of a Kenneth Harper 
production. Stars Van Johnson, Martine 
|Carol, Herbert Lom; features Gustavo 
occo, Jose Nieto, Helen Haye. Directed 
by Terence Young. Screenplay, Robert 
Carson, based on book by James Wellard, 
adapted for screen by Peter Myers; cam- 
era (Metrocolor), Desmond Dickinson; 
editor, Frank Clarke; music, Humphrey 
| Searle. Previewed Aug. 14, 57. Running 
j time, 91 MINS, 












CITE os cicsqodneecs 006 a00 Van Johnson 
FERCY oc cee Martine Carol 
Trifon .... . Herbert Lom 
Henri .... Gustavo Rocco 


Kol Stendho ...... Jose Nieto 
The Countess 
Ma 


a 
Sec 


Seb Weroeves enue Helen Haye 
escecepereces Anna Gerber 
Anthony Dawson 
| e ° Sear Connery 
| Katina -. Yvonne Warren 
. Norman MacOwan 
Brian Sunners 
. Helen Goss 
Richard Williams 


| Trifon's Father . 
| Farmer ° 

| Farmer’s Wife .........-.. 
| Abdyll «Little Boy) 





This British adventure yarn car- 
| ries, and plenty of, derring-do, but 
|militating against its coming off 
/aS more than a program entry are 
'a fuzzy plot and occasional opera 
| bouffe overtones. Name of Van 
| Johnson may be counted on for 


draw, and film is garbed with 
enough exploitation voltage—in- 
cluding the supercharged Mlle. 


|Martine Carol, opposite male star 
—for a campaign to add to its 
| chances. 

| Story of an American adventurer 
| helping a French sexpot smuggle 
| her blind brother out of Commu- 
| nist-held Albania, film gets a 
strong lift on several counts. Mag- 
nificent use is made of color and 
CinemaScope in catching § the 
gorgeous scenery of mountainous 
| Spain—where feature was mostly 
}lensed—for spectacular unfold- 
ment of the Robert Carson screen- 
|play. Particular emphasis is placed 
| upon the physical charms of femme 
star in a lusty characterization, 
aided by eye-filling decolletage. 
| Potent production values also lend 
!a picturesque quality to pic which 
|Kenneth Harper produced for 
| Joseph D. Blau and John W. Meyer. 

Action opens in Athens, where 
|Miss Carol hires Johnson to use 
|his vacht and contacts to smuggle 
her into Albania. Once arrived 
at destination, Johnson decides to 
accompany her into the interior 
|for her brother, risking the Red 
| police who are out in force. They 
jare able to finally reach safety, 
| along with a number of Greek chil- 
{dren who are escaping from Al- 
|bania, with the aid of Albanian 
bandits. Story line is so vague 
and some ofthe characters so un- 
explainable, however, that narra- 
tive loses the force that otherwise 
would have made this a top action 
film. 

Johnson never entirely convinces 
as the adventurous Amevican who 
fights his way out of trouble with 
brawny fists, top interest rather 
resting upon Miss Carol, excel- 
lent in what is handed her. Her- 
| bert Lom makes a hardy Albanian 
|bandit leader on the make for 
| femme but,who is responsible for 
party breaking through Communist 








’\lines, and Gustavo Rocco is good 


as the brother, Jose Nieto is in as 
a mysterious character, first as 
Johnson's contact who gets him 
into Albania, then as one of the 
Security police. : i 
Terence Young’s direction is 
generally vigorous, although his 
staging of a fight in an Athens 
cafe when Johnson battles his way 
singlehanded through a crowd of 
hardy souls is slightly ridiculous. 
On technical side, finely effective 
is Desmond Dickinson’s color 
photograpy, plus Martin Curtis’ 
second unit work, and balance of 
|eredits match up. Frank Clarke's 
}editing is usually tight, and Scott 
MacGregor’s art direction ‘and 
Humphrey Searle’s music score 
outstanding. ? 
Whit. 








Cyclops 





Foran inte the monster coun- 
try. Preity gruesome. For 
easily entertained. 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Allied Artists release of an A. B. & H. 
production. Stars James 








Gordon; camera, Ira Morgan; editor, Carlo 


| Ledato; music, Glasser. Previewed, 
| Aug. 12, *S7. Running time, 66 MINS. — 
| Russ Bradford ...........+ James Craig 
Susan Winter ........+.- Gloria Talbott 
Martin Melville ......... Lon Chaney Jr. 
WOME cwrcoccccvvscsiees Tom Drake 





- 
Elementary in conception and 
execution, this science-fiction entry 
relies heavily on the gruesome to 
make its point. Double-billed with 
“Daughter of Dr. Jekyll,” it’s for 
undiscriminating audiences. 

Bert I. Gordon wrote, produced 
and directed, with no particuiar 
distinction in any area. His tale 
revolves around determined search 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Fear of Canadian Scalping Party 


[CLOSES FILM RANKS BEHIND VOGEL] 





The open warfare at Loew's Inc. has brought about-the most striking 
unification for a cause among film industry segments since the business 
en masse got behind the sale of Government bonds and engaged in 
other patriotic activities during World War II. Producers, exhibitors 
and rival film companies have swung to the support of Loew’s president 
Joseph R. Vogel in his executive suite struggle for control of the cor- 
poration against Joseph Tomlinson, Sfanley Meyer and Louis B. Mayer. 

Allied States For Vogel 

This running battle has made strange bedfellows, indeed, Allied 
States Assn., national exhibitor group which through the years has 
lambasted Loew's as well as other film enterprises over selling policies, 
this week via a formal resolution adopted by the board, aligned with 
the Vogel camp. The Allied directors rapped Tomlinson’s “rump” syn- 
dicate as outsiders seeking to liquidate and presently thwarting Vogel's 
attempts to recoup the corporation's lost stature. 

Stellings Stands To Be Counted 

Not long ago, Ernest Stellings, president of Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, similarly went on record with pro-Vogel sentiments. Like Allied, 
TOA has in past taken pot shots at all companies, Loew's included, 
over policy matters, such as lessened product supply. 

Ed Small’s Gesture 

Producer Edward Small placed his vote of confidence via purchase of 
1,000 shares of Loew's stock and an announcement expressing his al- 
legiance to the present management. : 

Numerous prominent show business figures, such as Leonard Gold- 
enson and Si Fabian have stated privately they want to “do what I can” 
to help Vogel. 

Committee of 100 

In New York, Harry Brandt, circuit operator and president of the 
Independent Theatre Owners Assn., is organizing the Loew's Stock- 
holders Protective Committee to join in the anti-Tomlinson fight. This 
group, said Brandt, will hold meetings in about 50 principal United 
States cities in an effort to win proxies for Vogel. 

Brandt is hopeful his committee will number 100 persons and ac- 
count for 1,000,000 Loew’s shares. Members now include Frank Walker, 
circuit owner and former Postmaster General; actor Burt Lancaster, 
Robert S. Benjamin, beard chairman of United Artists; Ned E. Depinet, 
head of the Motion Picture Pioneers and former president of RKO; 
producer Mike Todd, Chicago circuit operator Harry Balaban, Benjamin 
Berger, Minneapolis theatremen and former head of Nerth Central 
Allied; David Wallerstein, head of Balaban & Katz; vet exhibitor Harry 
Arthur, restauranteur Leo Lindy, Philadelphia exhibitor and trade 
publisher Jay Emanuel, jeweler Robert Altman, electrical contractor 
Robert Altman and Tom Connors, former distribution exec now engaged 
in the ad-film field. 

New names are being added to the list daily and all are Loew's 
stockholders, Brandt reported. The showman is outspoken in his blasts 
against Tomlinson, whom “I ‘don’t trust.” He said he believes the in- 
surgent group is bent on liquidating Loew's, Tomlinson’s angle alleg- 
edly being ‘‘whatever he can get for himself personally.” 

RKO as n 

Chain operator states he’s convinced that if Metro were to go the 
way of RKO the entire industry would evaporate. Exhibitors simply 
couldn't exist if another source of film supply is lost. 

Brandt promised that he and other prominent members of his com- 
mittee will address the intended meetings to pitch for proxies. Addi- 
tionally they’ll call on stockholders personally to enlist support for 
Vogel. Brandt also will ask his theatre employees in eight states to join 
in the battle. He’ll ask Loew’s management for the list of stockholders 
so that contacts can be made. 

Brandt disclosed he personally is laying out all monies needed for 
the activities of the committee, of which he is chairman, at least for 
the time being, in the event of victory he’ll ask the corporation to reim- 
burse him. e 

Another step planned, if the committee’s not-yet-selected committee 
so recommends, will be to intervene in the Delaware court action urg- 
ing no injunction against the Sept. 12 stockholder meeting called by 


Vogel. 
Other Brandts Join 

Meanwhile, Brandt said that he, his wife, Helen, and his brother, 
Louis, will press their suit against Mayer seeking to recoup for the 
corporation the $2,750,000 which was paid to the former studio boss 
when he left the company. Brandt hinted he had his suspicions when 
Mayer recently entered a San Francisco hospital, figuring it a ruse to 
hold up the court action. 
Brandt and his family own 2,600 Loew’s shares. 


Norma Shearer Extols Vogel 


But Thalberg Estate Angles Precluded Going On 
Board—Hollywood Fears MGM Liquidation 











By ABEL GREEN predicament of Joe Vogel is front 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

At the moment the picture in- 
dustry figures in three sensation- 
al lawsuits—(1) Vogel vs. Et Al, (2) 
Hollywood vs. Confidential Maga- 
zine and (3) Sam Goldwyn vs. the 
film cireuits of Northern Califor- 
nia. But of course the Loew case 
overshadows everything else. Cer- 
tainly it dominates conversation 
here in the producing colony. 

Running through the trade fears 
is the dread that Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer might shrivel up and fade 
into the background as did RKO 
when “outsiders” came into pos- 
session. Joseph Tomlinson is known 
here only as a vague name who 
made millions building highways in 
Canada. 

Apart from the three above-men- 
tioned field days for lawyers there 
is another dominating theme here, 
namely, home-toll . television, if, 





and centre with Thursday’s Dela- 
ware showdown and its effect upon 
the Sept. 12 stockholders rally well 
advertised at this end. 

It’s already,familiar that show 
business has seldom seen such ral- 
lying of forces, from divers compe- 
titive quarters, to support an “op- 
position” show business manage- 


when, by what method. But the! 





By HY HOLLINGER 


As the fight for Loew’s Inc.| 
nears its climax, the missing side 


HE'S PREDICTING Tomorrow (Thurs.) Vital to Vogel; 
BIG LOEW LOSS) Toimlinson Lawyers Narrowly Focus 
| On His Directo 


rs July 30 Vote 





of the story until now—namely, | 
Joseph Tomlinson’s—can be pieced | 
together. First off he may soon 
circulate an “I can remain silent 
no longer” letter. That will prob- 
ably follow the decision of the 
Delaware Chancery Court, regard- 
less of the verdict. 

Until now neither the lay press 
nor Variety has been successful in 
getting Tomlinson, who controls 
approximately 4% of the Loew’s 
shares, to talk. His colleague in 
the war, Stanley Meyer, has re- 
peatedly slipped away at the ap- 
proach of reporters, refused to re- 
ceive or return telephone calls. 


What first must be adjudicated 


} s 
is the fine point under Delaware, 
law governing corporations: “| Vogel Explains 
the five-man “rump” board which 
met in New York on July 30 legally T M ( In 
Studio Ant 


a majority of the original board of 
Behind-scenes connection of 


13 which had shrunk via resigna- 
tions to nine? Tomlinson’s attor- 

Tex McCrary public relations firm 
with the Loew's situation is “ex- 


neys are so arguing. 
But the broader arguments un- 
derlying Tomlinson’s strategy do 
not concern the punctilo of the law 
plained” by Loew's prexy Joseph 
R. Vogel in his affidavit filed with 
the Delaware Court of Chancery. 
McCrary and his partner, Jerry 


Always More: Litigation 

As many as seven additional 
lawsuits against Joseph Tom- 
linson and the so-called “rump” 
board of directors may be filed 
this week in New York courts 
by individual stockholders. 

One lawsuit, it’s hinted, will 
seek to obtain an attachment 
of the shares of Tomlinson, to- 
talling 180,000, on the grounds 
that Tomlinson’s alleged “con- 
spiracy” cost Loew's an amount 
of money equal to the value 
of Tomlinson’s shares. 











but the practical questions of | 
Loew's management yesteryear, to- 
day and for the future. The de-| 
velopment of these Tomlinson’s | 
critcisms is expected to play up 
the charges that— | 

(1) Loew's management faces a 
cash deficit of $5,000,000 as of next | 
Nov. 21 on studio operations. 

(2) “Staggering” losses of the seph Tomlinson in the early part 
recent past have been “masked” of the latter’s campaign against 
by booking credits for backlog | the Loew's management. However, 
film sales and phonograph division | there had been a falling out be- 
profits. | tween the McCrary outfit and Tom- 

(3) The company has failed to! linson immediately before Loew's 
keep up with its competitors and annual stockholders’ meeting in 
with its own previous record of| February. 
artistic and monetary accomplish- Vogel revealed that the “plan 
menf. of the conspirators now became 

(4) Reports made to the board evident on every front” at the 
by Booz, Allen & Hamilton, Rob-| Coast board meeting on July 12. He 
ert Heller & Associates and Arthur | noted that it had been recommend- 
Anderson & Co. have been with-| ed that David Karr, Loew's special 
held from the stockholders. | public relations counsel on cor- 

(5) Joseph R.Vogel, president of porate matters, be replaced by 


(Continued on page 18) ' (Continued on page 15) 


Tomlinson Bloc Shouted 
Down Capital Gain Deal 


Loew affidavits filed in the Dela- | 
ware Chancery Court at Wilming- 
ton partially disclose one of the! 
big issues about which the Board| 
of Directors bickered when they| Loew's financing. Each picture, 
assembled on July 12 in the Metro-' was to have a minimum budget of 
Goldwyn-Mayer Studio at Culver! $2,500,000, with Loew's and HHL 
City, Cal. This was the deal to en-! splitting the profits on a 50-50 
tice Hecht-Hill-Lancaster as a pro.) basis. In addition, Burt Lancaster 
ducing independent and Burt Lan-| was to have been made available 
caster as a star to divert from/to Metro to star in “Ben Hur” and 
United Artists and hook up with “The Wreck of the Mary Deare”’— 
Metro, at a salary of $150,000 per picture. 


The Joseph Tomlinson group. on 

the Board violently opposed P J . 
Moskowitz Sell’s Loew’s 

Shares; Greene Unloads 














The four properties, which would 
have been transferred to Loew’s 
were then to have been produced 





a 
package deal pitched at Loew pres- 
ident: Joe Vogel by Lew Wasser- 
man, head of the Music Corp, of! 
America. Faced with this unex-| 
pected disapproval (he had thought e e ° 
|of the deal as a coup for Metro), | 2,000 In List Industries 
Vogel never put it to a vote. = | Charles C. Moskowitz,» retiring 

It Went Like This— |next spring as Loew's v.p.-treas- 
Not revealed in the Loew filing "TET: has unloaded a major portion 








|at Wilmington are the specific of his stock holdings in the corpo- 
terms under which Hecht-Hill- Tation. Exec last month sold 17,- 
+ Lancaster, perhaps the hottest of 990 shares, reducing his ownership 
| the new indie producers, on box- to 3,000. 

| office performance, would have be-| As a result of selling activity, 


ment as obtains vis-a-vis Vogel. It | .ome Metroites, at least pro tem, David J. Greene, director of List 


has reached the proportions 
where technically competitive stu- 
dio executives have bought shares, 
running into the hundreds, as dem- 
onstration by deed on how they re- 
act to Vogel’s longrange achieve- 


(1) | Varrery has ascertained the round Industries, now directly owns 18,- 


| 983 shares of the List common is- 


figures, to wit: 
is trustee for 52,078. He 


The Wasserman contract arch | sue an 
called for payment of $3,000,000 to peddled 2,000 shares which he di- 
HHL for four properties already! rectly owned, 1,622 which were 
indie production held in partnership, and 3,888 





| 


| 


}owned by the 


ment expectations, and (2) where | company. “Lucy Crown,” the Irwin «which were in his wife’s name, 


even the California laymen have Shaw novel; “The Devil’s Disciple,” | 


expressed concern that they “hope 
that the great Metro-Goldwyn-Ma- 


Again participating in “insider” 
| the George Bernard Shaw play | stock transactions is B. Gerald Can- 
}and a novel titled “Bandoola.” The tor, National Theatres board mem- 


yer organization, which has meant | $3,000,000. payment would have) ber. He bought an additional 10,- 
so much to California, will not be! represented a capital gains deal, 000 NT shares last month, raising 


(Continued on page 15) 


| for the HHL organidtzion: j his holding to 45,000 shares. 


by Hecht-Hill-Lancaster with 100° ' 


+ Wilmington, Del., Aug. 20. 

The second round in the legal 
skirmish involving Loew's and the 
dissident group headed by Joseph 
Tomlinson takes place here Thurs- 
day (22) before the state Court of 
Chancery, which has been called 
upon to determine the legality of 
the “election” of Louis B. Mayer 
and Samuel Briskin to the Loew's 
board at the so-called New York 
“rump” meeting on July 30. 

The hearing stems from the ac- 
tion initiated by Tomlinson group. 
On advice of its legal advisers, it is 
thus far limiting its strategy to the 
marrow issue of the point of law 
involved. The Tomlinson faction, 
maintains that a majority of the 
directors caa legally meet and 
elect other directors if vacancies 
exist. Loew's, on the other hand, 
charges that the July 30 “rump” 
meeting was illegal since the com- 
pany’s bylaws specifically state that 
only a quorum of seven directors 
can validly transact company busi- 
ness. 

While the Tomlinson group is 
limiting its activity to the fine 
point of law as it affects Delaware 
corporations, Loew's has extended 
the issue by filifig a cross-complaint 


(Continued on page 15) 


Hate That Sept. 12: 


| 








Finkelstein, had represented Jo-| 


But It’s Still On 


A legal skirmish was won by 
prexy Joseph R. Vogel and the 
Loew's management over the week- 
end when attorneys for Joseph 
Tomlinson failed in an attempt to 
have vacated the temporary injunc- 
tion enjoining the Tomlinson fac- 
tion from interfering with the call- 
ing of the Sept. 12 stockholders 
meeting. The injunction was issued 
last week in N. Y. Supreme Court 
by Judge Morris Spector in answer 

{to a petition filed by two Loew's 
| stockholders. 

In an unusual hearing on Satur- 
day (17) before Judge Francis 
Bergen of the Appellate Division of 

| the N. Y. Supreme Court, the Tom- 

linson attorneys moved to have the 
lower court's order rescinded. The 
lower court had set Sept. 10 as the 
date for a hearing when the Tom- 
| linson forces will be called on to 
“show cause” why a permanent in- 
junction should not be issued 
against them. Tomlinson's lawyers 
sought to have the temporary in- 
junction removed in the interim. 


| However, Judge Bergen con- 
tinued the temporary injunction 
exactly as issued by the lower 
court. He also ru'ed that Loew's 


be permitted to use “reasonable 
funds” of the corporation for ac- 
tivities in connection with the call- 
ing of the stockholders’ meeting. 
Latter is at variance with a court 
| order issued in Delaware, in which 
| state Loew's ineorporated, enjoin- 
jing Loew's from employing com- 
| pany funds for proxy solicitations 
jin connection with meeting. Ar- 
|} guments on the Delaware decision 
wi'l be presented tomorrow 
(Thurs.) in a hearing before the 
Court of Chancery. 


BRANDT AT RINGSIDE: 
‘GIVE ’EM A GREEN-EYE!” 


Harry Brandt states he’s hopefui 
that the battle between the throne 
and the insurgents at Loew's goes 
right to the finish “so that Joe 
Vogel can give Tomlinson the kind 
of beating that Spyros Skouras 
gave Charles Green.” Latter took 
a drubbing when he engaged in a 
fight for control at 20th-Fox a few 
years ago 

While he’s hoping for this kird 
of definitive victory for Vogel, 
Brandt (among others) apparently 
suspects that Tomlinson might 
throw in the towel before the final 
i stockholders vote. 
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L.A. in Upturn; Tammy’ Smash 1076, 
12 Spots, Bambi’ Mighty $180,000 In 
23, ‘Faces’ Sturdy 20146, Band’ 196 


Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 


Three new bills, “Bambi,” 
“Tammy and Bachelor” and “Man 
of Thousand Faces” are giving 
local first-runs new strength for a 


general upturn in biz this frame. 
“Bambi.” out on reissue, is doing 
a big $35,000 in four situations, 
with overall total of a mighty $180,- 
000 from 20 hardtops and three 
ozoners. 
“Tammy 


’ plus “Midnight Story,” 


is big $29,000 in three regular 
spots, with $107,000 sock total in- 
cluding one nabe and eight drive- 
ins. “Faces” shapes sturdy $20,- 


500 at Hollywood Paramount. 


Both “Seven Wonders of World” | 


“10 Commandments” are ex- 
pected to better last week's take 
in hard-ticket setups. “Around 
World in 80 Days” also is holding 
with capacity $27,200 for third 
hard-ticket pic. 

“Band of Angels” leads regular 
holdovers with a fancy $19,000 in 
second week, two houses. “Sjlk 
Stockings,” 
and frist 
slick $17,000. “Affair To Remem- 
ber” looms strong with $12,500 in 
sight for fifth. ‘Pride and Pas- 
sion” shapes tidy in eighth round 
at Fox “Wilshire. 

Estimates for This Weck 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1,468; 90-$1.80\—"Man of Thous- 
and Faces” (U). Fine $20,500. 
Last week, “Beau James” (Par) (6th 
wk), $5,100. 

Downtown, Wiltern, New Fox 
(SW-FWC) (1,757; 2,344; 965; 90- 


and 


$1.50) — “Tammy and_ Bachelor” 
(U) and “Midnight Story” (U). 
Big $29,000. Last week, Down- 
town, New Fox with Uptown, 
“Dino” (AA) and. “Badge Marshal 
Brennan” (AA), $10,200; Wiltern 


with Downtown Paramount, Vogue, 
“Band of Angels” (WB) and 
selected features, $36,800. 
Hillstreet, Iris, Uptown, Loyola 
(RKO-FWC) (2,752; 756; 1,715; 
1,248: 90-$1.50) — “Bambi” (BV) 
(reissue) and “Apache Warrior’ 
(20th). 
Hillstreet, “Guys and Dolls” (M-G) 
and “I'll Cry Tomorrow” (M-G) 
(reissues), $3,400; Iris with Or- 
(Continued on page 23) 


‘Loving’ Lush at $20,000, 
Toronto; Band’ Oke 136, 





‘Midnight’ Bright 106 


Toronto, Aug. 20. 

Of the newcomers, “Band of 
Angels” is good with “Loving You” 
off to a big start in a three-house 
Famous Players tiein. “Midnight 
Story” also shapes hefty. 

Actually, “Pride and Passion” js 
leading the city tonight turnaway 
biz in second week. Also big for 
second stanzas are “Hatful of 
Rain ,” and “Admirable Crichton.” 
Sellout for forthcoming six weeks 
is “Round World in 80 Days,” now 
in second frame, with “10 m- 
mandments” showing little change 
in its 39th session. 

Estimates For This Week 

Carlton (Rank) (2,518; 75-$1.50) 
—"Pride and Passion” (UA), (2d 
wk). Holding sock at $23,000. Last 
week, $30,000. 

Christie, Hyland (Rank) (677; 
1.357; $1)—‘Admirable Crichton” 
(Col) (83d wk). Fine $8,000. Last 
week, $9,000. 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,054; 995; 694; 50- 
75)—“Deadly Mantis” (U) and “Is 
Stalin Alive?” (U). Good $13,000. 
Last week, “Tarzan and Lost Sa- 
fari” (M-G) and “Bowery Boys 
Spook Chasers” (AA), same. 

Eglinton, Palace, Runnymede 
(FP) (1,080; 1,485; 1,385; 60-$1)— 
“Loving You” (Par). Big $20,000. 
Last week, “Beau James” (Par). 
$15,000 

Imperial (FP) (3,344; 60-$1.10)— 
“Band of Angels’ (WB). Good 
$13.000 Last week, “Curse of 
Frankenstein” (WB) and “X, The 
Unknown” (WB), big $19,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,098; 75-$1.25)— 
“Man on Fire” (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$10,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Tivoli (FP) (955; $1.75-$2.40)— 
“Around World” (UA). Turnaway 
biz for virtual capacity at $15,000. 

University (FP) ‘i,556; 60-$1)— 
“Hatful 
Big $10,000. Last week, same. 

Uptewn (Loew) (2,096; 75-$1.25) 
—‘Midnight Story” (U). Hefty 
$10,000. Last week, “Night Pass- 


age” (U) (3d wk), $6,500. 
York (FP) (877; $1.25-$2)—“10 
Commandments” (Par) (39th wk), 


steady $5,000, Last week, same. 





| 
in fourth at Pantages, 
at State and Ritz, looks | being hit by trek of weekenders | 


Great $35,000. Last week, | $5,000. 
Boyd (SW - Cinerama) (1,430: | 


of Rain” (20th) (2d wk), 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $2,787,300 
(Based on 21 cities and 242 

theatres, chiefiy first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross. same Week 

Last Year $2,842,200 
(Based on 21 cities and 217 

theatres.) 











‘Passage Hep 126 


Tn Slow Philly 


| Philadelphia, Aug. 20. 
Sluggish week here generally, 


|to spots outside the city. Hold- 
| overs’ trade generally is slacken- 
|ing and there is a surplus of them 


“ 


| Shapes nice at the Goldman. 
| “Young Don't Cry” is rated weak- 
ish at Stanton despite personals 
by Sal Mineo. Rave reviews are 


to an okay week at the World. 
“Silken Affair” is very smooth in 
second week at the Green Hill. 

“Band of Angels” is fairly nice 
in second round at Randolph while 
“Affair To Remember” shapes big 
in fourth stanza at the Fox. “Sev- 
en Wonders” looms sturdy in 69th 
session at Boyd. “Around World” 
is rated smash in 34th frame at 
Midtown. 


Estimates for This Week 


“Something of Value” (M-G) (7th 
wk). Small $4,200. Last week, 


$1.24-$2.60)\—"‘Seven Wonders 
World” (Cinerama) (69th 
thd $10,500. Last week, $11.- 


_ Fox (20th) (2,250; 55-$1.80) —— 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (4th 
wk). Big $14,000, same as last 
> 

oidman (Goldman) (1,250: 65- 
$1.25)—-“"Night Passage” (U). Nice 


of 


$12,000. Last week, “Curse of 
| Frankenstein” (WB) and “X the 
Unknown” (WB) (2d wk), $9,500. 

Green Hill (Serena) (750: 75- 
$1.25) ‘closed Sundays)—“Silken 
Affair” (Indie) (2d wk). 


$5,900. Last week, $6,200. 
Mastbaum (SW) (4.370; 90-$1.49) 
—"“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (3d wk). 


Slim $8,000. Last week, $9,500. 
Midtown (Goldman) (1,000: $2- 
$2.75\—“Around World in 80 


Days” (UA) (34th wk). Smash $13.- 
500. Last week, ditto, 


$1.35)—“Band of Angels” (WB) (2d 
wk). Neat $13,000. Last week, 
$24,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2,900: 99-$1.49)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th) (3d wk). 
Slow $7,000. Last week, $11,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,483: 99-$1.49)— 


Time to Be Young” ~Col). Weak 
$7,500. Last week, “Omar Khay- 


‘Omar’ 96, ‘80 
Mar Ju, 
Cincinnati, Aug. 20 

Twa sturdy newcomers, topped 
jby “Man of Thousand Faces” at 
|flagship Albee, and above par re- 
;}turns on holdovers this week are 
j}adding to string of winning down- 
j}town sessions. “Omar Khayyam” 
shapes okay at Palace. “Love in 
| Afternoon” and “Pride and Pas- 
| sion” shape strong for continued 
tenancy at firstrun houses. Hard- 
ticket pix, “Around World in 80 
Days” and “Seven Wonders of 





World” keep up terrific spaces, the | 
}Todd pic shaping for record high | 


in 10th week of run. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25,— 
; Man of Thousand Faces” (U) 
| Good $14,000. Last week, “Affair 
to Remember” (20th), ditto. 
| Capitol (SW-Cinerama) (1.376: 
$1.20-82.65) — “Seven Wonders” 
l(Cinerama) (63d wk). Regaining 
hotsy $18,000 tempo after last 


yam” 
ie $10,600. 


| “Night Passage,” though not smash, | 


helping “We Are All Murderers” | 


Arcadia (S&S) (526: 99-$1.80)— | 


wk). | 


Smooth 


Randolph (Goldman) (2,250: 65- | 


“Young Don’t Cry” ‘Col) and “No | 


“Tron Sheriff” 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80) 
—"Silk Stockings” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Off to fair $7,000. Last week, 
| $19,000. 
| World (Pathe) (499; 99-$1.49)— 
“We Are Ali Murderers” (Indie). 
Okay $3,500. Last week, “Secrets 
of Reef” (Cont) (2d wk), $2,300. 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.80)— 
“Pride and Passion” (UA) (3d wk). 
Steady $14,000. Last week, $19,000. 


‘Loving’ Terrif $12,000 
Tops K.C.; ‘Rain’ Ditto, 
‘Pigeon’ 136, ‘Eagels’ 96 


Kansas City, Aug. 20. 

Big one among first-runs cur- 
rently is “Loving You” with one of 
| best weeks in months at Para- 
}mount, and likely to hold. Not far 
back is “Jeanne Eagels” at Mid- 
|land where nudging holdover fig- 
ure. “Hatful of Rain” in four Fox 
Midwest houses is just okay. “Pub- 
lic Pigeon No. 1” in four Dickinson 
jsituations looms oke. “Pride and 
Passion’ at Roxy in third week 
shapes fancy. “Around World” at 
Tower in twelfth week still is wow. 
“Cinerama Holiday,’ closing out 
run at the Missouri was terrific in 
| 25th session, Weather was beastly 
hot most of week, but rain cooled 
it off over weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 


(Par) and 








| Apollo, Brookside, Vista (Fox 
Midwest) (1,050; 1,021; 900; 85c)— 
Now subsequent-run. Last week, 


“20,000 Miles To Earth” (Col) and 
“27th Day” (Col), 9 days, oke 
$11,000. 

Dickinson, Glen, Shawnee Drive- 

In, Leawood Drive-In (Dickinson) 
| (750; 700; 1,100 cars; 900 cars; 85c 
person)—“Publie Pigeon No. 1” (U) 
and “Death of Scoundrel” (RKO- 
|U). Hampered by rain, but okay 
| $13,000. Last week, “Bop Girl Goes 
|Calypso” (UA) and “Bayou” (Uy), 
$7,000. ’ 
Midland (Loew) (3,500; 75-90)— 
|\“Jeanne Eagels” (Col). Moves 
house to single feature first time 
in months. Bright $9,000; could 
hold. Last week, “Gun Glory” 
(M-G) and “Hidden Fear” (Col), at 
| 60e-80c, $6,500. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 75-90)— 
“Young and Passionate” (API). 
Moderate $1,200. Last week, “Se- 
jerets of Reef” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$750. 

Missourl (SW-Cinerama) (1,194; 
|$1.25-$2) — “Cinerama Holiday” 
(Cinerama) (25th-final -wk). Extra 
matinees and late rush boosted to 
giant $19,000, best week of run. 
“Holiday” also did three shows 
Sunday and two Monday for an ex- 
tra $7,000. “Seven Wonders of 
World” (Cinerama) opens Wednes- 
day (21). 


| Paramount (UP) (1.900; 75-90)— $24 


“Loving ¥ou” (Par). Great $12,000: 
holds. Last week, “Curse Frank- 
enstein” (WB) and “X Unknown” 
vd ml $8,000, with extra midnight 
snow, 

Roxy (Durwood) (879; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Pride and Passion” (UA) (3d 


Strike Bops Hub B. 


0), But ‘Faces’ Hot 


166; ‘ages’ Sturdy 21, ‘Omar’ 176 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week ... . $542,400 
(Based on 23 theatres) 
Last Year ... . . . $722,900 


(Based on 22 theatres) 


——— _ _  ___ 








Rain’ Slight 136, 
Det.; Band Big 226 


Detroit, Aug. 20. 
Only one newcomer among the 
downtowners this week and it is 
the only dull spot in an otherwise 
bright setup. The newie. “Hatful 
of Rain,” shapes slim at the Fox. 
“Around World in 80 Days” con- 
tinues smash in 34th week at the 
United Artists. “Band of Angels” 
looks wham in second round at the 
Palms. “Pride and Passion’ still 
is great in fourth at the Michigan. 
“Jeanne Eagels’” is wham in second 
round at the Adams. “Begianing 
of End” looks big in second frame 
at Broadway-Capitol. 
Estimates For This Week 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 





90- 


Boston, Aug. 20. 

Newspaper strike here is cutting 
deeply into trade currently. How- 
ever, some pix fared fairly well by 
using radio, tele and listings in va- 
rious giveaway sheets, but the dail- 
ies still are missed. Kenmore post- 
poned opening of “Doctor at 
Large” and substituted oldies be- 
cause of walkout. The strike hit 
just when a rash of big new prod- 
uct was opening, four new entries 
being hit badly by the blackout. 

“Band of Angels” shapes light at 
the Metropolitan, being hardest hit 
of newcomers. “Man of Thousand 
Faces” is rated hotsy at the Memo- 
rial. “Omar Khayyam” looks just 
|nice at Paramount and Fenway 
|combo. “Jeanne Eagels” seems 
| least hurt with a slick take at State 
jand Orpheum, hypoed by Kim 
Novak personals. “Pride and Pas- 
|sion” in second round at Gary still 
}is smash, if down sharply from 
| opener. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (B&Q) (1,372; 90-81.50)— 
|“Hatful of Rain” (20th) (3d wk). 
| Fair $7,500. Last week, $16,000. 
Beacon Hill (Sack) (678; 90- 
$1.25)—"“‘Nana” (Times) (6th wk). 
Happy $6,000. Last week, $7,500. 

Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354; 
$1.25-$2.65) —- “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (52d wk). Stout $14,- 
500. Last week, ditto. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 60-$1.25)— 
“Green Man” (DCA) (3d wk). 
Second week ended Saturday (17) 
was slick $6,000. Last week, 








$1.25)—“Hatful of Rain” (20th) and | ¢9 900 


Breed” (20th). Slow 
$13,000. Last week, “Bambi” (BV) 
(reissue) and “Courage of Black 
Beauty” (20th), $24,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
90-$1.25) — “Pride and Passion” 
(UA) (4th wk). Prideful $14,000. 
Last week, $16,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; 


“Restless 


90-$1.25) — 


“Band of Angels” (WB) and “Bail- | 000 


out at 43,000” (Rep) (2d wk). Smash 

$22,000. Last week, $30,000. 
Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$2.75) 

—“10 Commandments” (Par) (38th 


wk). Grand $14,000. Last week, 
same. 

Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500: 
90-$1.25)—“‘Beginning of End” 


(AB-PT) and “Unearthly” (AB-PT) 
2d wk). Big $13,000. Last week, 
$24,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,667; $1.25- 
$3)—“‘Around World in 80 Days” 
(UA) (34th wk). Wham $22,000. 
Last week, $22,100. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 90-$1.50) 
—“Jeanne Eagels’” (Col) (2d wk). 
High Flying $17,500. Last week, 
,000. 

Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) (1,205; 
$1.50-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (53d wk). Big $18,400. 
Last week, same. 


(Krim) (1,000; $1.25) — 
“Silk Stogkings” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Slowing to $4,000. Last week, 





wk). Fancy $8,000. Stays on. Last | $5,500 
1 Pests $9,500. 
Tower (Fox Midwest) (1,145; 


$1.25-$2) — “Around World in 80 
Days” (UA) (12th wk). Wow $11,- 
| 000. Last week, same. 

Uptown, Fairway, Esquire, Gra- 
nada ‘Fox Midwest) (2,043; 700; 
820; 1,217; 75-90) — “Hatful of 
Rain” (20th) and “Lure of Swamp” 


\(20th) at Esquire and Granada. 
| Okay $12,000. Last week, Uptown 
;played “Affair To Remember” 


(20th) (2d wk-6 days), fast $6,500: 
Esquire, Fairway, Granada, “Mid- 
jnight Story” (U) and “Joe Dakota” 
1(U), $6,000. 





“000 Faces’ Fine $14,000 in Cincy: 
Days’ Giant $21,000 


week's upsurge to $25,000 on extra 
shows for rush of out-of-town fans 
for Ciney Reds’ ball games. 


Grend (RKO) (1,400: 90-$1.50)— | 


“Pride and Passion” (UA) (4th wk). 
Hefty $11,000. Last week, same. 
Guild (Vance) (300; 50-90) 
“Seventh Sin” (M-G). Solid $1,800. 
Last week, “Raising Riot” (Indie) 

2d wk), $1,100. 

Hyde Park (Shor) (617; 50-90)-— 
“Oedipus” (Indie) (2d wk). Holding 
to first week’s moderate $1,200. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Love in Afternoon” (AA) (2d wk). 
Socko $10,000 after $12,700 bow. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 75-$1.10)— 
“Omar Khayyam” (Par). Just okay 
at $9,000, matching last week's 
gross on “Gun Glory” (M-G). 

Velley (Wiethe) (1,300; $1.50- 
$2.50) “Around World” (UA) 
(10th wk). Lifting to $21,000 pace, 
/high for run, Last week, $19,900. 





‘Love’ Boffo $12,000 in 
Indpls.; ‘Pride’ Whopping 
136, ‘80 Days’ 176, 2d 


Indianapolis, Aug. 20. 

Biz is hotsy at first-runs here 
this stanza, every house sharing in 
the general prosperity. “Around 
World in 80 Days,” in second week 
at Lyric, is ahead of first stanza, 
to lead the city. “Curse of Frank- 
enstein,” aided by two midnight 
shows, is getting a big play at In- 
diana. “Pride and Passion” looms 
smash at Loew’s, and will hold. 
“Love"In Afternoon” also is set for 
extra time at Keith's, being socko 
on preem round. “James Dean 
Story” is doing well at the Circle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 75- 
90)\—“James Dean Story” (WB) 
and “The Weapon” (Rep). Solid 


1$11,000. Last week, “Tammy and 


Bachelor” (U) and 
(U) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 75-90) — 
“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) and 
“The Unknown” (Indie). Big $14,- 
000. Last week, “Loving You” 
(Par) and “Lonely Man” (Par) (2d 
wk), $5,000 in 4 days. 

Keith’s (C-D) (1,200; '75-$1.25)—— 
“Love in Afternoon” (AA). Smash 
$12,000. Last week, “Affair to Re- 
member” (20th) (4th wk), $5,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,427; 75-$1.25)— 
“Pride and Passion” (UA). Sock 
$13,000. Last week, “Gun Glory” 
(M-G) and “Big Caper” (UA), 
$5,000 at 60c-85c scale. 

Lyric (Cockrill-Dolle) (850; $1.25- 
$2.20)\—“‘Around World” (UA) (2d 
wk). Sizzling $17,000. Last week, 
$16,000. 


“Man Afraid” 


Fenway (NET) (1,373; 60-$1.10)— 
“Omar Khayyam” (Par) and “Black 
Tide” (Indie). Okay $4,000. Last 
week, “Delicate Delinquent” (Par) 


and “Hot Rod Rumble” (AA), 
$5,500. 
Gary (Sack) (1,340; 90-$1.80)— 


“Pride and Passion” (UA) (2d wk). 
Hotsy $22,000. Last week, $38,- 


Kenmore (Indie) (700; 85-$1.25) 
—‘“Lavendar Hill Mob” (Indie) 


(Continued on page 23) 


‘End’ Lively $10,000 In 
Mpls.; ‘80 Days’ Sellout 
186, ‘Wonders’ $18,500 


Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 

Newcomers are the smallest 
numerically within memory. But 
one of these new bills, “Beginning 
of End”-“Unearthly” combo, is so 
socko and holdovers continue so 
ogre that the Loop is well filled 

v entertainment seekers. Normal 
downtown influex too is augmented 
by some 100,000 here for the 
Luther World Federation. It’s the 
54th week for “Seven Wonders of 
World,” still high in the money; 
the sixth for “Around World in 80 
Days,” nearly capacity for all 
shows; and third for “Night Pas- 
sage” as well as “An Affair to 
Remember.” “Pride and Passion” 
is solid in second round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Academy (Mann) (847; $1.50- 
$2.65)—“Around World” (UA) (6th 
wk). Practically no variance week 
to week because virtual capacity 
always prevails. Tall $18,000. Last 
week, ditto. 

Century (SW-Cinerama) (1,150; 
$1.75-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (54th wk). Second year 
off to tremendous start. Convention 
visitors helping this one a lot. 
Hefty $18,500. Last week, $19,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1.000; 85-90)— 
“Gun Glory” (M-G), (2d wk). 
$3.500. Last week, $4,300. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 90-$1.25) — 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (3d 
wk). The patrons like this one and 
it’s still sturdy. Good $7,000. Last 
week, $6,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4.100; 85-90)— 
“Jeanne Eagels” (Col). Opened 
Sunday (18) because of Harry Bela- 
fonte stageshow three-day date. 
Last week, “Fire Down Below” 
(Col), lean $5,800. 

RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 90- 
$1.25)—“Pride and Passion” (UA) 
2d wk). Holding up well. Sock 
$12.000. Last week, $17,000. 

RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 90-$1.25) 
— “Night Passage” (U) (3d wk). 
Slowing to modest $4,300. Last 
week, $5.000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 85-90)—“Be- 
ginning of End” (‘AB-PT) and 
“Unearthly” (AB-PT). Horror films 
are sure-fire here, and this pair is 
no exception. Lofty $10,000. Last 
week, “Prince and Showgirl” (WB), 
$5,700. " 

Suburban World (Mann) (800: 85) 
— “Love Lottery” (Indie). Okay 
$2.000. Last week, “Nana” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $1,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 85)—“Inter- 
lude” (U) (2d wk). Satisfactory 

500. Last week, $5,000. 
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NEW PRODUCT PERKS FRISCO 





Chi Big: ‘Success’ Sockeroo $35,000, 
‘Eagels’ Loud 346, ‘80 Days’ Capacity 
$24,800, Wonders’ Torrid 406, 35th 


‘PRIDE’ WOW $14,000 , 
OMAHA: ‘CURSE’ BIG 76 


Omaha, Aug. 20. 

Two new entries this week are | 
both strong, and so is biz at down- 
town first-runs. “Pride and Pas- 
sion” is fancy at the Omaha and | 
may stay indef. “Curse of Fran- | 
kenstein” is fast at the Brandeis. | 
The holdovers, “Tammy and Bach- | 
elor” at the Orpheum, and “Silk | 
Stockings’ ‘at the State, are okay 
but not stout enough to continue. | 

Estimates for This Weck” 





Chicago, Aug. 20. 

Genetally product has brought 
better than anticipated returns 
from Chi first-runs during the last 
two frames. And there is an easy 
optimism for the bundle of new 
product coming in this week. Nabe 
product include three first-run fea- 
tures. 

“Sweet Smell of Success” is 
heading for a socko $35,000 in first 
United Artists frame, a hi for 
this year at that house. “Jeanne 
Eagels” at State-Lake bids to hit a 
smash $34,000. 

Action houses are operating with 
high-power openers this frame. 
The Roosevelt has “20 Million 
Miles to Earth”-“27th Day” dualer 
with a wow $28,000 on tap. “Mon- 
ster That Challenged World”- 
“Vampire” pair at Monroe heads 





“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) and 
“X Unknown” (WB). Socko $7,000 
Last week, “Omar Khay- 





for a_ smash $7,000. “Restless | Or over. ar | 

Breed” with “Courage of Black| yam” (Par) and “Black Tide” (In- | 
Beauty” looms nifty $9,000 at | die), $6,000. 
Grand. Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 90-| 


Universal has “Run of Arrow” 
in 21 nabes and 6ézoners this week 
for its first-run here. Second half 
of package is “Joe Dakota” play- 
ing at 14 of these houses. Of the 
other seven theatres, five are play- 
ing “Fuzzy Pink Nightgown,” which 
makes its outlying first-run this 
frame on 36 screens. “Arrow” 
should hit $85,000 or close, while 
“Fuzzy Pink Nightgown” shapes’ 
about $145,000, playing mainly bet- 
ter houses, 36 in all. 

Second framers look okay this 
week with “Man on Fire” still fast 
af Woods and “Lost Continent” 
sturdy at the Esquire. “Band of 
Angels” holds well at the Chicago 
for third round. “Affair to Re- 
member” looks okay for fifth at 
the Oriental. “Silk Stockings” is 
carrying honors for longevity with 
solid biz in eighth week at the 
Loap. 

Roadshows are still warm to hot. 
For its 20th week, “Around the 
World” is near capacity at Todd's 
Cinestage. “Seven Wonders” is 
tremendous in 35th frame, while 
“10 Commandments” looks solid in 
39th round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicage (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Band of Angels” (WB) (3d wk). 
Dull $16,500. Last week, $22,000. 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,400; 
90-$1.25)—“Lost Continent” (Tei- 
tel) (2d wk). Peppy $10,000. Last 
week, $12,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Bambi” (BV) (reissue) (6th wk). 
Hefty $14,000. Last week, $13,000. 


$1.25)—“Pride and Passion” (UA). | 
Torrid $14,000. Last week, “Will | 
Success Spoil Rock Hunter” (20th) 
and “Lure of Swamp” (20th), 
$4,600 at 75-90 scale. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,980; 75- 
90)—"“‘Tammy and Bachelor” (U) 
(2 wk). Trim $7,000 after $11,500 
bow. 

State (Goldberg) (850; 75-90)— 
“Silk Stockings” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fine $4,000. Last week, $6,000. 


Faces Rugged At 
$19,000 Paces D.C. 


Washington, Aug. 20. 

Main stem b.o. continues in the 
doldrums, with lack of new prod- 
uct contributing to general slump. 
Two newcomers and a holdover, 
however, provide gaudy relief from 
drabness in first-runs. “Man of 
Thousand Faces,” launched by hep 
flackery and an invitational preem. 
shapes rousing at Loew's Palace. 
“Pride and Passion” continues 
sock in third stanza at RKO Keith's, 
with SRO weekends. “Tip on Dead | 
Jockey,” at Loew's Capitol, opened 
so weakly it is being yanked after 
five days, and replaced by “Will | 
Success Spoil Rock Hunter?” Even | 
“Seven Wonders of World” is off 
in 34th week at the Warner. “Band | 
of Angels” looks nice in second | 











Grand (Indie) (1,200; 90-$1.25)— | round. 
(Continued on page 23) Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (SW) (1,490; 80-| 





$1.10)\—"“Band— of Angels” 
‘ b] (2d wk). Fair $3,800. Last week, 
and hopust Vb, |: | 
Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 70-90)—- | 

“Tip on Dead Jockey” (M-G), Sad | 


> 9 | $9,000, and stays only 5 days. Last 
ov bd é | week, “Affair to Remember” (20th) 
*9 | (3d wk), $15,000, and well above 


hopes. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,174; 70-90)— 
“Bambi” (BY) (reissue) (3d wk). 








Providence, Aug. 20. 
Biggest coin total is at the State 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 75-90)— | 


FACES’ LOFTY 
‘BAND’ BRIGHT 


San Francisco, Aug. 20. 

Batch of new product plus 
continued strength of several 
holdovers are giving downtown 
first-run biz a solid upbeat current- 
ly. “Man of Thousand Faces,” tall 
at Golden Gate, and “Band of 
Angels,” big at Paramount, are 
pacing the newcomers. 

“Jeanne Eagels” shapes socko in 
third St. Francis session while 
“Pride and Passion” still is mighty 
in fifth round at the United Artists. 
“Gun Glory” is fair in second War- 
field stanza. “Will Success Spoil 
Rock Hunter?” is rather disappoint- 
ing at the huge Fox. 

“Rising of Moon” looms good at 
the Clay. Hard-ticket pix still are 
socko. “Seven Wonders of World” 
shapes great in 39th week at Or- 
pheum. “Around World in 80 
Days” looks smash in 34th session 
at Coronet. 

Estimates For This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; 90- 
$1.25)—""Man of Thousand Faces” 
(U). Tall $15,000. Last week, 
“Midnight Story” (U) and “Public 
Pigeon No. 1” (U), $14,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 


} “Rock Hunter” (20th) and “Restless 


Breed” 
near. 


(20th). Mild $14,000 or 
Last week, “Bambi” (BV) 


(reissue) and “Apache Warrior” | 


(20th), $18,500. 

Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 90-$1.25) 
—‘“Gun Glory” (M-G) (2d wk). Fair 
$8,000. Last week, $12,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1.25) 
—“Band of Angels” (WB) and 
“Frontier Gambler” (AA). Big 
$19,000. Last week, “Beginning of 
End” (AB-PT) and “Unearthly” 
(AB-PT), $16,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 90-$1.25) 
—‘“Jeanne Eagels (Col) (3d wk). 
Socko $11,000. Last week, $15,000. 


Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,458; 
$1.75-$2.65) — “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (39th wk). Great 


$23,500. Last week, $21,600. 

United Artists ‘No. Coast) (1,207; 
$1.25-$2.00)—“Pride and Passion” 
(UA) (5th wk}. Mighty $10,500. 
Last week, $12,200. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25- 
$2.20)—"10 Commandments” (Par) 
(14th wk). Fine $6,500. Last week 
$6,700. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1.25)— 


“Green Man” (DCA) (8th wk). Oke | 


$2,600. Last week, $3,200. 
Clay (Rosener) (400; $1.25) — 
“Rising of Moon” (WE). Good 
4,100. Last week, “Baby and 
Battleship” (DCA) (2d wk), $2,200. 
Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (364; 
$1.25)—“Quiet Man” (Rep) (re- 
issue). Okay $2,300. Last week, 
“John and Julie” (Indie), $2,000. 
Bridge (Schwartz) (396; $1.25)— 
“Devil's General” (DCA). Fine 


(WB) | $4,200. Last week, “Third Key”, 


(Rank) (6th wk), $2,000 


Coronet (United California) 
(1,250; $1.50-$3.75) — “Around 
World” (UA) (34th wk). Smash 
| $30,000. Last week, same. 

Rio (Schwartz) (397; $1.10) — 
“Nana” (Times) and “Spice of 
Life” (Indie). Mild $1,200. Last 


week, “1905” (Indie), $1,500. 
Presidie (Hardy-Parsons) 
$1.25-$1.50) “Lost Continent” 


(774; 








Bway Okay Despite Few Newcomers: 
Faces’ Terrif $40,000, ‘Curse’ Lusty 
41G, 2d; ‘Rain’ Bangup $15,000, 5th 


+ 
? 





With only one new bill on Broad- 
way, the deluxers have to depend 
on holdovers and longruns for their 
strength currently. A cool weekend 
and continued low temperatures 
Monday and most of yesterday 
(Tues. are contributing to the 
healthy tone at the boxoffice. 

The lone newcomer this session 
is standout, “Man of ae Thousand 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; Le., 
without usual tax. »Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 


estimated figures are net in- | Faces” being mighty $40,000 for 
come. initial week including $2,000 from 
The parenthetic admission preem night at the Palace. Th's 
pic was chosen to launch the 


-. however. as indicated, 

Straightfilm policy at the former 

vaude-film house, and is coming 

through stronger than anticipated. 

Seats were at a premium on many 
nights the first stanza 

“Silk Stockings” with stageshow 


include the U. S. amusement 

tax. 
is heading for a big $138,000 in 
current (fifth) week at the Music 


‘Curse’ Socko 286, 
‘ ° 9 ‘Hall, and stays a sixth. “Affair To 
. Pride liG |Remember” and _ stageshow is 
Cleve.; |rounding out ics final (6th) stanza 


jtomorrow (Thurs.) at the Roxy, 

Cleveland, Aug. 20. | With an ‘okay $63,000 in prospect. 

“Curse of Frankenstein” is do-| “Sun Also Rises” replaces Friday 
|ing terrific trade at the Allen, the | (23). - 

smash take that looms easily top- Curse of Frankenstein” is hold- 


ping the city currently. Elsewhere, |im¢ surprisingly well in second 
‘it’s entirely holdover or longrun. | week with nice $41,000 at the Para- 














“Tammy and Bachelor” looms big | mount for nine days. “Love in 
in second State round while|Afternoon" onens Friday (23). 
“Tove” will play day-date with 


|“Jeanne Eagels” is rousing in thi 
Bo at — Hipp. <a “Poide nid | Plaza. “Fire Down Below” shapes 


Passion” looks hefty in fourth Still- | to get a ood $18,000 in first hold- 
man frame. “Around World in 80 | Over week at Astor. It ts being 
Days” is socko, with a bigger total | teplaced by “3:10 To Yuma” on. 
than a week ago at the Ohio. Auy. 28 


“Hatful of Rain” held with fine 
Estimates for This Week $15,000 in fifth week ended yester- 


Allen (S-W) (3,800; 70-$1)—| day (Tues.) at the Victori>. “Sweet 
'“Curse of Frankenstein” (WB) and | Smell of Success” looks like a fair 
\¢X-the Unknown” (WB). Smash | 16.900 in final (Rth) round at State, 
| $28,000 or over. Last week, “Af-! with “Man On Fire” supplantine it 
}fair To Remember” (20th) (2d wk),! on Friday (23). “Pride and Pas- 
| $11,500. | sion” is heading for an okay $32,- 
| Hipp (Telem’t) (3,700; 70-$1)—/| 000 in current (th) sess‘on at the 


|“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (3d wk).!|Cavitol, where “Je#nne Eagels” is 
} Rousing $14,000. Last week, | due to onen Aug. 30. 
| $18,000. | Hard-ticket pictures continue bi 


Hanna (Hanna Co.) (1,515: 25-90) /f9 canacity, “Around World in 
| —"Bambi" (BV) (reissue) (3d wk), | Davs” held with cavacity $37,100 
Last week, | in 44th week at the Rivoli. It's now 
| in the 45th session. “19 Command- 
ments” looks like socko $43,000 in 
preseft (41st) stanza at the Crite- 
rion. “Seven Wonders of World” 


| Oke $2,500 in 4 days. 
000. 


$6, 
Ohio (Loew) (1,244; $1.25-$2.50) | 
—“Around World” (UA) (10th wk). 


| b 
|}Pushed to socko $22,000. Last : 

; pushed to a bie $34,700 in its 71st 
week, $21,000. IR | week at the Warner, now being in 
| Palace (SW » nee Gm; its 72d week. 
| $1.25-$.40) — “Cinerama Holiday” 
|(Cinerama) (7th wk). | Sockeroo | PB cy ay = peel a - 
sa tat nek S120 gg |e wn ilo Ct ag 
“Tammy and Bachelor” (U) (2d | This initial holdover stanza endin; 





Last | today (Wed.) is heading for g 

| $18,000 or close. First was $27,- 
000. Stavs a third, with “3:10 To 
Yuma” (Col) opening Aug. 28. 


|wk). Big $14,000 or better. 
week, $16,000. 

Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 90-$1.50) | 
—Pride and Passion” (UA) (4th} 


lwk). Hefty $11,000. Last week,' Little Carnegie (L. Carnegie) 
$10,500. (550; $1.25-$1.80'\—“Lovers’ Net” 
(Times) (5th-final wk). Fourth 





round completed Sunday (18) was 
fair $3,200 Third was $5,400. 


“Eagels Dandy $11,000, fa 1 Affair” (Cont) ns Au 
| Ports: ‘Pride’ Fat 13G)2."" “""" “om? ovens Ane 


) 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 20. (Reade 


Baronet (430; $1.25- 


$1.80)—“Maid in Paris” (Cont) (6th 


| “Jeanne Eagels” shapes standout} wx) Current week ending tomore 
currently, being very big at the|,ow (Thurs.) looks like $3,900. 
| Fox while “Pride and Passion” is Fifth was $5,400. “The Man Ese 


oll, BR. - Ape) d” (Cont) opens Aug. 26. 
mount, These two new entries are |““P° * p g 


where “Jeanne Eagels” is rated| Big $9,500 for second consecutive | ) - : | Capitel (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) 
strong. Also on the sturdy side | week; stays. ’ ee mh oy . Hep $3,500. Last | doing | nicsly Me + =e |_«<pride and Passion” (UA) (8th 
this week are Majestic’s “Band of| eith’s (RKO) (1,859; 90-$1.50) World in 80 Days” continues smash |“). Present round ending to- 


Angels” and Albee’s “Night Pas- —“Pride and Passion” (UA) (3d 


sage” second round of “Loving | 
You" is fair in second week at Tae obo tact oc lees ater 
trand. : 4 4 
Metropelitan (SW) (1,100; 80- 
ane aan oe tee) ae ,_.| $1,10)—"Band of Angels” (WB) (2d 
” > _e iF le ; ’ 
“Night Passage” (U) and “The $14,000, eee eae Se 


Weapon” (Rep). Nice $8,000. Last 
week, “Bambi” (BY) (reissue) and 
“Secrets of Reef” (Indie), $13,000. 


Ayon (L-G) (527; 69-90)—“The 


Palace (Loew) (2,350; 85-$1.25)— 
“Man of Thousand Faces” (U). 
Rousing $19,000 with flackery and 
fancy preem helping. Holds on. | 


Bed” (RFA) and “Manon” (RFA).| Last week, “Hat in” h) | 
Good $2,500. Last week, “Lust for | (2d wk), $0,000 | 
Life’ (M-G) and “Gaby” (M-G) Plaza (T-L) (277; 90-$1.50) — 
err $3,000. “Mademoiselle Striptease” (Indie) | 
wD tajestic (S-W) (2,200; 65-80)— | (4th-final wk). Fair $2,500 after | 
cand of Angels” (WB) and | $3000 last week. 

“Cunin of Evidence” (20th): Hep Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1.25) 
$10,000. Last week, “Will Suc- - tt. 


—‘Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (3d wk). 
Sluggish $8,000 after $11,000, be- 
low hopes, last week. Continues. 

Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$3)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(20th wk). Sock $20,000. Last 
week, $21,000. Stays on, natch! 

Warner (SW-Cinerama)§ (1,300; 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Seven es, | 
(Cinerama) (34th wk). Dipped to 
$12,000 after neat $14,500 last 
week. Holding, natch! 


cess Spoil Rock Hunter” (20th) and 
“The Abductors” (20th), $12,000. ~ 

ate (Loew) 
. “anne Eagels” 
“Woman of the River” (Col). Strong 
$14,000. Last week, “Fuzzy Pink 
Nightgown” (UA) and “Iron Sher- 
iff” (UA), $9,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 65-80) 
—‘“Loving You” (Par) and “Hold 
That Hypnotist” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fair $6,000. First week, $10,000. 








‘Ark’ Smash $6,500, Ace 
In Balto; ‘Rain’ Bangup 
126, ‘Affair’ $6,000, 4th 


Baltimore, Aug. 20. 

Big item this week is the torrid 
biz being done by the 29-year oldie, 
“Noah's Ark,” at the Little. Open- 
ing day broke a 15-year record and 
total for week is high. Response 
is surprising since trade is offish 
elsewhere. Exceptions to mild 
pace include “Hatful of Rain,” only 
big, new entry, fancy at the Cen- 
tury; and “Affair to Remember,” 
good in fourth frame at the New. 
“Night Passage” looms fine in third 
at Mayfair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Fruchtman) (3,100; 50- 
$1.25)—“Hatful of Rain” (20th). 
Good $12,000. Last week, “Will 
Success Spoil Rock Hunter?” 
(2@th), $8,000. 

Cinema (‘(Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25)—“10 Commandments” (Par) 

(Cofttinued on page 23) 


morrow (Thurs.) looks to hit okay 


in- 18th stanza at the Broody’”: | $32,000. Seventh was $34,500. 
Broadway (Parker) (980; $2-|Dué to stay one more week. 
$2.50) — “Around World” (UA) | Jeanne Fagels” (Col) now slated 


th wk). Tall $12,500. Last week, | '® open Aug. 30. 
a ast week: | Criterion (Moss) (1,671; $1.80- 


= (Evergreen) (1.536: $1-$1.50) $3.30)—"10 Commandments” (Par) 
—‘Jeanne Eagels” (Col) and “Last | (41st wk). Present round winding 
|Man To Hang” (Col). Lusty $11.-| tomorrow (Thurs.) likely will be 
1000 or near. Last week, “Run of sock $43,000 for 15 performances, 
Arrow” (U) and “Joe Dakota” (U),| The 40th week was $42,500 for like 
number of shows. Continues on, 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 





800. 
Guild (Indie) (400; $1.25)—“Al- 
| bert Schweitzer” (Indie) (3d wk). | —“Light Across Street” (UMPO) 
Big $3,000. Last week, $3.800. - 14th wk). (Third areme ended = 
Libert (Hamrick) (1,890; -\ day 18) was okay $4,700. eco 
$1.25)—"Gun Glory” (M-G) and | week, $5.400. “The Roots” (Har- 
“Tarzan Lost Safari” EG). Okay | risen) opens Sept. 2 
$6,000. Last week, “Silk Stockings” | 55th St. Playhouse (Moss) (300; 
(M-G) and “Seventh Sin” (M-G) | ¢1°95-$1.80)—"'Rising of Moon” 
(2d wk), $7,700.  tadeee Ot | (WB) (7th wk). Sixth session ended 
$180" Mock Hunter", (20th) and |Zeserday Tues.) way, great $5,500 
py se or near. y ,000. 
Soest noe ein (BV) | Central (Maurer) (854; -05-$1.50) 
(reissue) (2d wk), $10,000 —“Battle Hell” (DCA). Opens te 
| Paramount (Port-Par) (3.400: $1-| ay, this bringing house back to 
| $1.50)—“Pride and Passion” (UA). | first-run policy. “Hell” originally 
| Hefty $13,000 or close. Last week | had been booked into Mayfair, but 
|Qmar Khayyam” (Par) and “Gun, ™oved here when Mayfair shut- 
Duel Durango” (UA), $12,300. (Continued on page 23) 
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GROSSES ($60-MIL) OF CINERAMA WOULD 
BE PARADISE IF OPERATING COSTS LOWER 





Three Cinerama pictures have 
chalked up a world-wide gross of 
$60,000,000 in the five-year period | 





since the medium burst forth on|many as 10 or 12 boothmen. An- | 


Films To Quota Lands 


Broadway on Sept. 30, 1952. The | 
domestic take has been approxi- 
mateiy $55,000,000 as compared 
with the $5,000,000 from abroad. 

grosser in the me- 


The bi 

dium was the initial entry, “This Is 
Cineram: which brought in 
$25,000,000, *Cinerama Holiday, 

second picture :n the three-strip 
process, Which has completed most | 
of its domestic engagements and | 
is still playing in several theatres 
abroad, has tallied some $17,000,- | 
000 Seven Wonders of the 
World,” the current entry in most 
U. S. houses and in a few over- 
seas theatres, has grossed approxi- | 
mately $13,000,000 to date. “Sev- | 
en Wonders” will shortly be_re- 


placed by “Search for Paradise,” 
which will have its world premiere | 


at the Warner Theatre, N. Y., on 
Sept. 24 

Unusual aspect of the Cinerama 
operation which  invoives four | 
separate companies —Stanley War- 


ner, Cinerama Productions Corps, | 


ibetvacen $200,000 


projections, pressagents, stage- 
hands, and boxoffice men. Some 
Cinerama operations require as 


faced by Cinerama 
installation cost of 
and $250,000, 


other expense 
is the initial 


pre-opening 
While some of these are 


plus the 
charges. 


|non-recurring costs, they must be 
‘deducted from 
| any 


the gross before 
profits are distributed. The 
amortization cost of each picture 
must also come off the top. Total 


|cost of the four pictures now avail- 


able, including the new entry, 


|Search for Paradise,” is estimated | 


at about $6,000,000. No sooner do 
the Cinerama entrepeneurs pay off 
the cost of one picture when they 
are faced with another $2,000,000 
production. 

However, those involved in vari- 
ous aspects of the Cineramg opera- 
tion are optimistic. 
profits, although hardly substan- 


tial, will accrue as soon as the non- | 
‘recurring cost of 


installing and 
ecuipping the various theatres i: 
paid off. This phase is expectec 
to be completed in the not too dis- 
tant future. 


whoopla | 


They feel that | 





‘Govt. Likely to Handle 
Licerise for British 


London, Aug. 13. 
The allocation of export licenses 
for British films in restricted Eu- 
in markets is likely to be 
taken out of the hands of the in- 
dustry and handled directly by the 
The Board of Trade, 
in all probablity, will soon assume 


rope 


government 


responsibility for issuing export 
visas for Germany, Franee and 
Italy. 

| By this move, the Board of 


| Trade will put an end to a con- 
|troversy which has 
some years. Until recently, re- 
sponsibility for the allocation of 
licenses was undertaken by the 
British Film Producers Assn., but, 
with few exceptions, it had decreed 
that American - sponsored British 
films were not eligible to partici- 
pate 

This long-standing monopoly on 
ithe issue of licenses, however, was 


existed for | 


644464666467 
rer ree? 





Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

The new Cinemiracle camera 
was unveiled to exhibitors and the 
press Friday (16) to underline Na- 
tional Theatres prexy Elmer C. 
Rhoden’s “deep faith” in the film 
industry’s future. The faith, Rho- 
den told a group of managers and 
stockholders at a meeting at the 
| Chinese Theatre, is based on evi- 
| dence that the impact of free tele- 
| vision on the nation’s box-office is 
| beginning to wane as a result of 
ithe big pictures of the year and 
| predicted that aggressive show- 
| manship will continue to win big- 
|}ger audiences back to film thea- 
| tres. 

Cinemiracle cameras, on display 
|for the guests, photograph on 
three strips of film to give the larg- 
est wide screen look yet devel- 
j}oped. No footage was shown, the 
guests merely inspecting the cam- 
| eras themselves. Process employs 
a three-cameras-in-one photo- 
graphic unit and is shown on three 
projectors interlocked in a single 
booth, @&ch of the projectors cov- 











Rhoden Unveils ‘Cinemiracle’ 





++ ++oeoe 


a 


ering one-third of the screen. First 
film in the process will be Louis 
De Rochemont’s “Cinemiracle A- 
venture,” Which will be released 
late this year by National Theatres. 
Following the morning session 
of the National Theatres conclave, 
chaired by M. Spencer Leve, 
Southern California division chair- 
man, which featured a preview of 
“Pajama Game,” the managers at- 
tended a business development ses- 
} sion at the Fox West Coast home- 
| offices. 
Frank H. Ricketson Jr., veepve 
}and general manager of National's 
| theatre operations, called on the 
| managers to achieve two objectives 
|for the forthcoming year; realiza- 
| tion of a specific goal for building 
| grosses in individual theatres, and 
| the development in each house of 
| “attendance building ideas.” 
| “By the proper development of 
|} ideas, and by the interchange of 
| ideas,” Ricketson pointed out, “‘we 
jean sell theatres as glamorous, 
|magical and attractive places to 
| go.” 








‘Canina’ First Film In 


Cinerama Inc., and Robin Interna-| At present, there are 20 domes- 
tional—is that despite the hefty | tic Cinerama installations. A total 
take of $60,000,000 in five years, | of 22 theatres originally displayed 
the overall profit has been less|the medium, but it appears that 
than $6,000,000. This situation | the outlets in Oklahoma City and 
has been particularly irksome to | Atlanta will abandon the medium. 
the stockholders of Cinerama Pro- | Several theatres gave up Cinerama 
ductions and Cinerama, Inc. The | temporarily—Pittsburgh and Dal- 
former splits theatre profits with | . 
Stanley Warner and the only divi- | turning to fold in October with 
sion of profits made was one last | the opening of “Search for Para- 
year during which each company | dise.’ The “Towne Theatre in Bal- 
received $1,550,000. Cinerama, | timore is the newest to join the 
Inc., obtains its share, estimated to | Cinerama family. This is under a 
be about $1,500,000, from royalty |new franchise-type arrangement 
payments which SW and Cinerama | whereby the local exhibitor man- 
Productions regard as part of the | ages the operation. In other thea- 
operating costs. Robin Interna-|tres, Stanley Warner runs the 
tional receives a share of the coin |show by leasing the house on a 
from a number of theatres which | four-wafl basis. 

it operates abroad. | Eight theatres 
the operating abroad. 


wre currently 


The outlets in 


Profits in comparison to 
gross is due to the expansive of |Milan and Rome closed tem- 
operating the medium, At Jeast| porarily last year, but they re- 


80° of the gross, it’s estimated, |sumed operations with a new pic- 
is earmarked for operations. High |ture in April of this year. 

operating costs are due to the ex- 
pensive rental charges for thea- | John Arnold has been named as- 
tres, the large number of em-' sistant city manager in . Houston 
ployees required, including unfon for the Interstate Theatre Circuit. 








las, for example—but they are re- | 


W. Germany to Rate As 
Especially Outstanding 


Frankfurt, Aug. 13. 
20th-Fox’ “Carmen Jones is the 
first film in West Germany to come 


cracked a few months ago by the 
newly formed Federation of Brit- 
ish Film Makers, which, with the 
intervention of the BOT, obtained 
licenses for current productions 
from Warwick and Ealing Films. 





Both these ¢ompanies_ release ? 

throu <8. Sisters, the former under a new exceptional rule from 
through Columbia and the latter/the German Film Classification 
|via Metro, Board. Just tabbed “especially 


Since then, there have been in- 
formal private talks between the 
heads of the rival producing or- 
ganizations without any sign of 
agreement being reached on the 
definition of a British film. If the 
| BOT takes over, it will be legally 
bound to adhere to the legal defi- 
nition of a British film as laid 
down in the Quota Act and, sub- 
ject to certain provisions, Ameri- 
can-sponsored British films quali- 
fy for quota. 

The Anglo - French agreement, 
which expires this fall, leaves the 
|definition of a British film to be 
|decided by the BFPA and _ that, 
naturally, has adversely affected 
the Yank companies with produc- 
ing arms in Britain. 


outstanding,” the pic is now eligible 
for a tax reduction in the West 
German theatres where it plays. 

“Jones” opened last year in West 
Germany, and at that time was 
passed over by the Film Classifi- 
cation Board, since the board re- 
views films only within six months 
of their world premiere. Because 
of legal entanglements here over 
the rights of the Bizet music, the 
film had been long delayed in 
starting its European playdates. 

The board has now changed its 
rulings, and has just announced 
that it will classify films after the 
six months period if they are 
jespecially significant, artistic and 
of international interest. 
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“THIS IS | No. | “CINERAMA | No. | “SEVEN No. | “SEARCH FOR 

THEATRE—TOWN CINERAMA” |Weeks| HOLIDAY” | Weeks} WONDERS” /|Weeks| PARADISE” 
‘Palece, Cillenge .......002.00s.4-- 7/29 53 Y 7 | 6/15/55 #=| 7 | 12/12/56 35 

Music Hall, Detroit............... 3/23/53 L-so RC a ee 8/14/56 | SRS 
Warner, Hollywood... 4/29 53 | 132 {111455 YB 6/5/57 8 eae 
"Warner, New York.......... 9 30/52 “3s5.| 2/0/55 | 2. 4/10/56 70 9/24/57 
‘Boyd, Philadelphia............... 10/5/38 2} 72 2/16/55. ~#~| ~ 63 4/24/56 68 10/2/57 
_ Warner, Washington ............. 11/5/53 | 100 | 9/28/55 | 66 12/27/56 33 evs 

Warner, Pittsburgh preys 12/8/53 63 2/15/55 62 4/19/56* 48 10/3/57 
~ Orpheum, San Francisce .... 12/25/53 |. 66° .té«éS /2./S8 69 11/20/56 | aa are 
Ss errr ee: eM 8 30/55 51 8/27/56 2 epee 
~ Ambassador, St. Louis ........ 2/1054 53 | 2/21/55 i ee 4/26/56 68 10/9/57 
~ Century, Minneapolis ...... 4/19 54 66 7/26/55 54 8/7/56 53 
| Capitol, Cincinnati 6/21/54 52 6 23/55 50 6/7/56 Mw. ckcee, 
i “S ° Dera sress 7/1/54 44 4/27/55 54 4/30/56** 55 10/2/57 
~ Imperial, Montreal ............... 12/27/54 66 4/556 52 4/3/57 19 yes 
"Peok, Buffalo ....tsecccidscceue i 3/16/55 ~ 47 1/31/56 31 8/29/56 50 |. 10/9/57 
"7  Rereen err 4/2/56 a a 10/3056 | 25 4/20/578 9 aE S 
| Warner, Oklahoma City.......... 5/21/56 =» 11/8/56* | sod 6/12/57% 9 oe ee 

Missouri, Kansas City ............. 6/14/56 40 3/1257 — 8/21/57 
| Paramount, Seattle .............. 8/22/56 |. 38 4 10/57 19 8/21/57 
| Palace, Cleveland ...............-. 11/14 56 r 38 -| 6/29/57 ue wet er ~ 
| Roosevelt, Miami Beach .......... 12/5/56 Ga 7/4/57 0 2/20/57 SS SPE 
_Town, Baltimore.............. 8/28 57 PES rms mas oe 
EE 
* Closed 3/10/57. **Closed 5/20/57. §Closed 6/9/57. +Closed 1/19/57. ¢ Closed 9/3/57. 

“THIS IS No. “CINERAMA No. “SEVEN No. | “SEARCH FOR 
| _THEATRE—TOWN CINERAMA” | Weeks HOLIDAY” Weeks} WONDERS” |Weeks| PARADISE” 
Casino, London .:...........:::+s. 10/1/54 63 23/56 Ria (EE |e Pe WR Se 
of 9 — were 1/15/55 - 49 | 12/23/55 mw Ez ean a eee 
_Imperial, Tokyo 1/5/55 49 | +=+:12/19/55 67 . ) 2S: gear CEE eee 
2 eres 4/10/55 54 C10 a, ee eS ae. 
. + WR: 5/17/55 84 Th) ee EPS BGS aS ce 
_Sistena, Rome ....... 6/29/55 49 | 4/13/57 Pe SRR, ORR ae PR 

i SS 9/13 56 << ae Re 7/23/57 
_ABC, Marseille 1/2857 * ory ; Pe eee 
t Closed 7/5/56. Closed 6/3/56. 











Challenge High 
Dues of IATSE 
Cartoon Local 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Continuance, to allow AFL-CIO 
to intervene if labor org desires, 
was granted in National Labor Re- 
lations Board hearings last week 
on “excessive and discrimihatory” 
initiation fees required by IATSE 
Motion Picture Screen Cartoonists 
Local 839. Chief NLRB trial ex- 
aminer Wallace Royster set over 
hearings until Aug 28. 

Matter is of importance to entire 
labor movement, argued attorney 
William B. Irvin, repping defend- 
ant union, and all parties con- 
cerned should be allowed to par- 
ticipate. 

NLRB, which instituted the ac- 
tion, charges that hike in initiation 
fees, voted last year from $50 to 
$250, is a violation of the Taft- 
Hartley Act in that it tends to re- 
strict membership in the union. 

Prosecuting case for government 
are NLRB attorneys Kenneth M. 
Schwartz and George H. O’Brien. 
Original complaint was made by 
Animated Film Producers Assn., 
Soner by James J. Ryan at hear- 
ngs. 


Cinerama in Detroit 


_ Detroit, Aug. 20. 

More than 740,000 persons have 
seen “Seven Wonders of the World” 
at Music Hall since it opened a 
year ago last Wednesday (14). Sat- 
urday morning shows for children 
have attracted more than 25,000 
youngsters. 

“Patronage from outlying cities 
from areas far beyond the com- 
munity range has been a decisive 
factor in Cinerama’s phenomenal 
success since it opened at Music 
Hall nearly five years ago,” said 
Frank Upton, midwest division 
manager of theatre operations for 
Cinerama. He said bus and show 
trains account for about 40 per 
cent of Cinerama’'s attendance. 

Champion Cinerama fan in this 
area is Edward R. Galli, president 
of a machinery moving biz, who 
has visited Music Hall 25 times to 
see the three Cinerama productions 
shown in the past five years. The 
“I Have Seen Cinerama Four 
Times Club” has 176 local mem- 
bers. 

During the past year 200,000 
souvenir postcards have been 
mailed free. The theatre’s curtain 
has traveled back and forth equi- 
valent to a distance of 75 miles. A 
staff of 11 projectionists used 
more than 1,200 pairs of nylon 
gloves for inspesting and rewind- 
ing the film. 

“This Is Cinerama” opened at 
Musie Hall March 23, 1953, fol- 
lowed by “Cinerama Holiday” 
Sept. 15, 1955. It is expected that 
the fourth Cinerama Production, 
“Search for Paradise,” will open 
at Music Hall this fall. FENG 
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ne Vodka & Brynner Haircuts 


A visit to the capitol of Poland, 


Warsaw, Aug. 13. 
Catholic by tradition, Communist 


by military dictate, bares new streets, constant juxtaposing of ruins 
and rebuilding, Toonerville trolleys, remarkably few automobiles 


of any kind, though perhaps no 


fewer than in Prague, another 


satellite metropolis. Taxicabs exist but try to obtain one! They are 
either antiques from before the Polish cavalry charges S 1939 or 


the sturdy new M 26, made of Russian parts a 


Pol na 





This is a pedestrian town and one of the walks is past the Ghetto, 
exterminated to the last gold filling by the Germans. A monument 
of black slabs with an ever-burning flame underscores the reminder. 

Warsaw has exactly 20 film houses, no music halls but new cafes 
are opening as space in new structures become available. Under the 
drab circumstances of their lives the Poles drink a lot. Vodka con- 

sumption is a social problem in that workers pour too large a per- 
centage of their wages down their throats, Resultantly hotels and 
bars lock doors on pay day itself, so that some of the wages will 


reach home. Plenty of drunks on 


streets, but no beggars. 


Ordinary drinking water is hard to come by in cafes. It’s not 
served and minefal waters are discouraged for fear they may be 
uesd as a cheap substitute instead of vodka. Nobody is starving in 
the town but everybody is pretty shabby and life is hard under the 


workers’ republic setup. 
An oddity of the town is the 


high quality of the advertising 


posters, tops in taste and which help enliven the streets. 


Town is full qf Yul Brynners 


but this has no ideological sig- 


_nific ance. Shaved pates is an old Polish custom. 





New Portugal Law | 


Helps Home Films 


Lisbon, Aug. 13. 

The Portuguese Official Gazette 
has published a new law for the 
protection of Portuguese features 
pix which has left everybody per- 
plexed. Under this document coun- 
tries like the U. S. A., Italy, France 
and probably Spain which, in the 
last five years have sold more than 
25 -features te Portugal can con- 
tinue te send in as many films as/ 
they want. All other feature-pro- | 
ducing countries which have not 
reached the above quota must in 
future buy a Portuguese pic in or- 
der to get an import permit for ex- 
hibition of their own pic in Por- 
tugal. 

The snag is that not more than 
five or six features have been pro- 
duced in Portugal in the last five 
years and they had a very moder- 
ate success even with the locals. 
For the moment Portugal doesn’t 
have pix to export either in qual- 
ity or number which means that 
certain countries will have their 
films barred from the Portuguese 
market until the Lisbon ‘studios 
will produce something suitable for 
exportation. Of course, a foreign 
firm can buy any one Portuguese 
oldies, not distribute it anywhere, 
and change the cost te the Port- 
uguese distributor who buys a 
foreign film in exchange. 


Nude in Que Film, Ralks 
Over Second Unveiling 


Tokyo, Aug. 13. 

Bosomy young actress Michiko 
Maeda who created a stir by ap- 
pearing in the altogether on the 
screen, bolted into the hgadlines 
once more, this time for refusing 
te unveil for another Shintoeho pro- 
duction. The curvy Miss Maeda 
was immediately replaced in the 
current shooting after leaving the 
set. 

The actress, who made her debut 
last year as a pearl diver in “Ama 
Ne Senritsu” (Perils of Girl Divers), 
said at the time she felt no shame 
because her undressed appearance 
was in keeping with the part. After 
her most recent episode, however, 
she protested, “I'm not a nude 
model. I want to become an 
actress.” 


° ’ . 
Pinewood Studio’s Anni 
London, Aug. 13. 

Pinewood Studios is due to cele- 
brate its 2i1st anni at the end of 
next month and, to mark the oc- 
casion, Rank Film Distributors is 
organizing a “Pinewood Week” in 
British picture theatres. It is in- 
viting exhibs to show a Pinewood 
film during the week beginning 
Sept, 30 and already has made a 
substantial number of bookings for 
that date. Fred L. Thomas, gen- 
eral manager of Rank’s distribu- 
ting outlet, said the special week 
would give exhibitors an oppor- 
tunity of participating in celebra- 
tions for “this milestone in the 
history of film making.” 

This studio is now turning out 
an average of 20 features a year. 
Among the 50 films currently 
available are “Across the Bridge,” 
the Rod Steiger starrer, and/a 
“Campbell’s Kingdom,” with Dirk 











Bogarde in the lead. 


Film Prod. Soars 


Vienna 
Vienna, Aug. 13. 


For the first time, producers are 
practically waiting at the studio 
doors to start their pix work. No 
less than 10. pictures are being 
readied at the present. 

O. W. Fischer will start at the 
Wels Upper Austrian studiog on 
“Scandal in Bad Ischi,” with Eliza- 
beth Mueller co-starring. Story is 


after a Hermann Bahr novel. At 
Krems, Lower Austria, a new 
studio was completed and a) 


German - Austrian co-production, 
“Homesick,” is shooting. 

Paula Wessely will play in her 
own production, “Under Eigh- 
teen.” 


Italo Bars, Cafes 
Fight Tele Ban 


Rome, Aug. 13. 
A storm is being kicked up here 
by the FIPE, a national association 


which includes all owners of bars, 
cafes and other “places of public 
gathering,” over so-called stringent 
government restrictions on the use 
of tele in such places. After the 
recent meeting, FIPE threatened 
cancellation by association mem- 
bers of all current radio and video 
subscriptions, under the Italo sys- 
tem of yearly tv taxes. 

Situation, as outlined by the pro- 
testing group, is the consequence 
of a new Italo legislation last April 
27. It claims over-severely re- 
stricted the use of video sets =| 
bars, restaurants, hotels, cafes, etc. 
New law recently was invoked at 
Italian exhibs* requests since hard- 
est hit by television. They claimed 
that indiscriminate use and abuse 
of “public tele” licenses, such as 
overcharging on cafe prices or 
illegal admission fees for teleview- 
ing were cutting into the cinema 
boxoffice th ut the country, 
especially in the hinterlands. 


Recent application of the law’S 
restrictions, especially with regard 
to alfresco televiewing, the associa- 
tion claims, in its protest, has ser- 
iously affected the whole sector, 
making a _ strong countermove 
necessary. It’s pointed out that the 
tv sector affected concerns over 
70,000 sets, and that should the 
cancellation move be made, RAI- 
TV (and/or the gove-nment, which 
subsidizes RAI) would be out some 
$1,500,000 in subscription fees per 
year, 


See Europe Pix Pool Near 


Rome, Aug. 13. 
Italian government ‘approval of 
the European Common Market idea 
is considered locally as another 
indication that the formation of a 
Continental Film Industry Pool is 
not far off, 
Subject of the pool recently 
came up for discussion in the 
Chamber of Deputies, where one 
member, Calabro, underlined the 
need for a common market organi- 
zation within the film . He 
also pointed out that while Italian 
taxes on the film sector remained 
as before, the recent drop in fiscal 
levies in Britain and the U.S. had 
hel those film industries recoup 
minant position to the disad- 
Se aan of the Continental film- 
makers. 








Build Ist Irish Studio 
Dublin, Aug. 13. 

Work has started on construction 
of the first Irish film studio, for 
Ardmore Studios (Ireland) Ltd. at 
Bray, 12 miles from here, Site is 
a country estate. 

Promoters are Louis Elliman, 
topper of Irish Odeon outfit and a 
headman in Irish show biz, with 
Emmet Dalton. Pair are also asso- 
ciated with R. S. Baker.in Dublin 
Film and Television Productions 
Ltd. which has just completed deal 
with RKO Teleradio, N. Y., for 
sale of 13 Abbey plays on film of 
which “Professor Tim” was pilot. 








20th-Fox Plans 
New London Pix 
Release Setup 


London, Aug. 20. 

Twentieth-Fox, which a year ago, 
pioneered a change in the conven- 
tional release pattern for the Lon- 
don area, is to break fresh ground 
again before the end of the year. 
It will inaugurate a new policy 
whereby a selected number of sub- 
urban situations will preem key 
pix concurrently with their first- 
run West End house, the Carlton, 
Haymarket. The policy is to be 
limited to the company's top re- 
leases and it's unlikely that it will 
be repeated more than six times a 


ar. 

Outlining the new plan last 
week, James F. Pattinson, 20th’'s 
managing director in Britain, in- 
sisted that it was not designed to 
disturb the established release pat- 
tern for the London area which is 
divided into three sections, with 
consecutive releasing dates. In- 
deed, the company is merely wid- 
ening the pre-release field, and 
conventional release would follow 
after the usual interval. 

Selected theatres in 16 hand- 
picked situations would open day 
date with the Carlton, and would 
be given the same preem treat- 
ment. This would necessitate a 
change in Carlton policy and the 
standard West End opening night 
of Thursday would be changed 
either to Sunday or Monday to fit 
in with the type of subject on of- 
fer. The theatres involved would 
charge increased admission for the 
premiere engagement and part of 
the deal involves a minimum two- 
week run. The length of the date 
at the Carlton would be determined 
partly by business and partially by 
other commitments. But, where 
necessary, pix could be transferred 
for an extended West End run at 
the Rialto, «Coventry Street, a 


(Continued on page 54) 





No More Pix for Matador 


Madrid, Aug. 13. 
Luis Miguel Dominguin was one 
of Spain's great bulifighters five 


|years ago when he decided to pull | 


in his temperamental horns and / 
retire. Today, Dominguin is on) 
the comeback path and a multi- 
tude of potential but impassioned | 
ole fans are laying pesetas by for 
the day he comes their way. 

Dominguin’s re-entry in the 
plaza is a blessing to arena op- 
erators but a loss to film circles. | 
Producers have coveted the tem-| 
pestuoug matador ever since his! 
retirement but, except for his brief, 
appearance in Mike Todd's 
Days,” no one has lured him into 
a film. 
Italian Cinem 

Biz Still Skids 
Rome, Aug. 13. 

The Italo exhib crisis continues 
to be documented by various statis- 
ties currently being revealed by 
parties concerned with bringing 
the trouble to the eyes of the public 
—alse to the eyes of the govern- 
ment. The government's high 
admission tax slice is given by 
many as the main reason for the 
recent season in the red suffered 
by most Italo showcases. 
In figures just released, grosses 
of one of the biggest Italian exhibi- 
tor chains, ECI (ex-ENIC), last 
stanza dropped more than 535,000 
below figures for like period in 
the 1955-56 season. ECI controls 
50 theatres, mostly first-run, in 
Italian key cities, plus seven 
recently acquired since ECI took 
over property from the bankrupt 
ENIC chain. A 10% general at- 
tendance drop was noted in houses 
controlled b group during the 
past year, s the report made 
by new ECI topper Torello Ciucci. 
According to Ciucci, a drop in 
admission taxes is a “must” if 
Italo exhibs are to survive the cur- 
rent crisis. While before, theatre- 
owners were able to pay taxes with 
greater bexoffice takes, they are un- 
able to meet the current tax bite 
(still proportionately high) with the 
low intake at the wickets. With 
regard to television inroads in this 
country. Ciucci added that he felt 
that the only way to meet this new 
challenge was simply te “show 








good pictures.” 





Madrid, Aug. 20. 

Spanish independent distributors 
are fighting the heat and time to 
stall Motion Picture Export Assn. 
overtures for renewed negotiations 
next month as they cut up a ene 
ing two-candle film impasse b 
day cake. 

Local distributors have won a 
government hard-currency allot- 
ment of $1,000,000 for U.S. film 
purchases. Golden nugget will be 
shared by some 20 distribs who 
have chosen a hard-core directorate 
already on the prowl to pierce the 
MPEA film blockade. 

A check of 1957-58 release pro- 
grams announced by the major dis- 
tribs here reveals the effectiveness 
of tightened MPEA embargo, with 
few U.S. pix shown here in the last 
four months and many of these of 
ancient vintage. 

Shifting tide of this two-year old 
conflict continues to sweep away 
issues and create new ones. The 
original 4-1 decree, requiring U.S. 
film companies in Spain to release 
one local feature for every four 
passing customs, had its day of 
importance but that day now ap- 
pears past. In its wake, came the 
prosaic but bitter re-negotiating 
dispute over the allotment of a 
government-im annual total 
of 80 U.S. pix between MPEA and 
non-MPEA distribs in Spain. 

While recent negotiations foun- 





dered on this point, the issue is 





Spain’s Indie Distribs, With Govt. 
Coin, Seek to Cut MPEA Blockade 


quickly yielding ground to another 
and graver question: ill the 10 
MPEA companies see the battle 
through together to the bitter boy- 
cott end or are there signs of crack- 
thg in the film association ranks 
hinting that some MPEA members 
may go it alone in Spain? 

Look at MPEA Pix In London 

It was learned here that a junket 
of Spain distribs spent last week in 
a London projection room viewing 
ever 20 pix made available by three 
MPEA members. It is reported 
also that only a late-hour ban froth 
the three N.Y. home offices pre- 
vented on-the-spot sales. Spain 
group was guided by U.S. indie 
producer and European salesman 
Jack Lamont, now based in Madrid 
making hay while MPEA is away. 

Now local distribs Godspeeding 
are hopeful of results from a small, 
but vocal group on its way to 
N.Y. for across-the-desk digging at 
U.S. major distrib chiefs. Locals | 
feel sufficiently propped with hard 
currency to overcome MPEA 
loyalty. 

A recent Metro spokesman’s | 
statement was that his company’s | 


doors would shutter if Spain con- | 


tinued to hamstring MPEA opera- 
tions, 
A substantial film sale by any 


one of the MPEA companies to) 


locals or a single MPEA agency 
shutdown in Spain would mark the 
a ge of the end for MPEA | 
ere, 


Arg. Exhibs’ Fight With Govt. im 
Climax; Resent Coddling of Prods. 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 18. 

The crisis in Argentina’s film 
world worsened this week, with 
relations between exhibitors and 
the Provisional Government at the 
| breaking point, as a result of the 
latter's evident wish to afford pref- 
erential protection to the native 
| picture industry. This seems re- 
|grettable since relative harmony 
| existed just before the new Film 

aw was issued, creating the 
| National Screen Institute, and the 
; appointment of former Ertertain- 
ment Board chief Antonio Aita as 
| its prexy. Latter has taken such a 
seemingly partisan attitude in 
| favor of the producers that the con- 
| flict between exhibitors and pro- 
ducers broke out anew. Probably 
| Aita’s seeming partiality is due 
| mainly to unfamiliarity with exhibi- 
tion complexities, but he apparently 
won't admit any mistakes. So, ine 
‘stead of acting as a mediator be- 
tween interests which should be 
able to work in harmony with each 
| other, he has succeeded in bringing 
| things to a pass worse even than 
| under the Peron dictatorship. 
| Having published figures showing 
the slump in attendance at their 


| 





| theatres when the compulsory na- 
| tive material is exhibited, the Ex- 


hibitors’ Federation followed this 
up with a claim that the Protection 
laws are unconstitutional. It termed 
the protection “abusive and illicit,” 
and refused to show the native pix 
after August 15 in Buenos Aires, 
and after last Aug. 8 in the province 
of Buenos Aires and city of Rosario, 
They alse sought an interview with 
President Aramburu. But he has 
refused to grant such interview 
until the exhibse agree to obey the 
Protection Law. 
Exhibs Fear B.O. Losses 

Exhibs contend that obedience to 
the law involves them in direct 
losses of such proportions as to 
preclude any possibility of com- 
pliance. Should they comply, they 
would soon have to shutter anyway. 
So if the government likes to shut- 
ter them on a charge of contumacy, 
it all boils down to the same thing. 
Therefore they are determined not 
to accept any more native product 
on orders from Aita. The exhibs 
are prepared to exhibit Argentine 
feature pix on their own selection, 
and on terms negotiated with the 
producers or distributors, under 
principles of freedom of entire 
enterprise. 

Independent distributors are also 
protesting vigorously against the 
new release tax of up to 200,000 
pesos created by the Finance 
Ministry on foreign feature films. 
They point out that much of 
the imported material fails to gross 
200,000 pesos; hence this tax will 
set a curb on film imports and drive 
most of them out of business, 
creating unemployment. This also 
seriously cuts down the work of 
titling, printing, ete. currently en- 
trusted to local laboratories. 

Both distribs and exhibs are 
close to boiling mad. They have 
never been given a fair hearing, 
and they are constantly harassed 
because the authorities cannot 
realize that their interests are just 
as national as those of the pro- 
ducers. In fact, there are more 
Argentine exhibs than producers, 
The latter are almost al! foreigners, 
many of them fairly recent arrivals 
and oddly reluctant to invest their 
owh fortunes in producing the film 
they foist upon the public. 


Mex Tourist Biz 
Ignores Quake 


Mexico City, Aug. 13. 
Tourism was only slightly affect- 








ed by the earthquake last month, 
| Although the worst in 45 years, 
|with property damage estimated at 
| more than $16,000,000, of the 70, 
000 foreign visitors here at the 
|time only 2% fled home as a re- 
| sult of the "quake, according to 
Dr. Francisco Villagran, director 
}of the government's tourist depart- 
j}ment. The only trace of panic was 
| shown by tourists and some vet 
‘radio announcers. 

Tripper trade was quickly nor- 
malized. Travel agencies and 
hotels reported just a minimum of 
cancellations in the wake of the 
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( Comsiteté Boxoffice Reports on | 


PEER ee Pages 8-9.) _— 


Since we have opened enough theatres to reach the No. 1 position in the Variety Box Score, 
we have been out-counted once or twice with the same kind of bookkeeping as you will see 
explained in this ad. 

We are not mad but we expect to stay in this No. 1 position for a long time. I know that 
this is already repetitious, but FOR THE SAKE OF ACCURACY WHY NOT ADD UP 
THE ACTUAL FIGURES LISTED IN VARIETY IN THE SAME EDITION THAT 
COUNTED US OUT, and see what I mean. ‘ 

We have called Variety’s attention to a situation exactly like this before and quite 
frankly the “ham” in us comes out and we don’t like to be No. 2, especially when their own 
figures show us No. 1. Also, this sort of thing could be habit-forming. So get used to our stay- 
ing there for a long time and have the other shows go out and try to beat us. We welcome the 
competition—we think it is healthy for our industry. 

BEAT; US WITH BUSINESS BUT NOT THE PENCIL. 

This is not a louse-up for Variety —anyone can make mistakes, but don’t let’s make a habit 


of it. ) And 


PS. In registering a mild beef before about this, it was pointed out to me by a celestial-level 
Variety mugg that so-and-so is a nice fellow and at best they only get in that position for a 
week. Maybe we should have another box score only for nice fellows, sort of a popularity 
contest, and keep the figure-one for figures. 





Wednesday, August 21, 1957 


VARIETY 





PICTURES 18 





San Francisco, Aug. 20. 

Elmer Rhoden, National Theatres president, was one 
of two witnesses examined during the fifth week of Sam 
Goldwyn’s $1,755,000 antitrust suit against 20th-Fox, Na- 
tional Theatres, Fox West Coast and Fox West Coast 
Agency Corp. Rhoden cast a powerful impression of dis- 
comfiture on the court, which moved Federal Judge Ed- 
ward P. Murphy in the week's final session to ask, almost 
kindly 

“Aren't you now president of National Theatres?” 

“Yes, sir,” answered Rhoden. So the Judge said: 

“It occurs to me your testimony is not very satisfactory. 
Review of your testimony yesterday shows it replete with 
‘I think,’ ‘I imagine,’ ‘I suppose,’ ‘I den’t recall’ and so on, 
Have you discussed this case with your attorneys, Mr. 
(Arthur B.) Dunne, Mr. (Fred) Pride or Mr. (Bennett) 
Priest, to review the facts and the nature of your ftesti- 
mony?” 

Rhoden replied, “Yes, sir,” and the Judge éaid, “well, 
I'm frank to say your testimony does not impress me, Mr. 
Rhoden.” 

Rhoden, tseretofor impassive as the high-ceilinged 
court’s white lights played on his bald head. looked a 
little stunned. 

Certainly he tried to search his memory diligently from 
that point on. Not trial-wise Rhoden had only the day be- 
fore scoffed at “this ancient history,” must have been re- 
lieved near the session’s end when defense attorney 
Dunne began his rehabilitation. 

Rhoden's chief tormenter was Goldwyn's lawyer, Joseph 
Alioto, who warmed up mildly enough on the details of 
Rhoden’'s early connections with Fex Midwest, with an 
eye to getting into the record Rhoden’s 1944-46 profits on 
his National Theatres’ stock opticn. 

Rhoden testified he'd sold his Midwest circuit to Wil- 
liam Fox in 1929, returned to work for Fox in 1931 and in 
1935 had been given a salary-plus-percentage-of-profits 
contract by Spyros Skouras to manage the 120-theatre Fox 
Midwest circuit. Alioto tried to ip»ply there had been a 
secret compensation deal, too, but Rhoden said he'd had 
only an “oral promise” from Sidney Kent, through Spyros 
Skouras, that he might get an “equity interest” if and 
when Fox emerged from bankruptcy. At the time, he said, 
the Chase National Bank held 58°> of the chain's shares. 

Avoided Penmanship 

“T would have liked to get it in writing,” added Rhoden, 
“but apparently I couldn't.” 

By 1944, he said, National was back on its feet, and the 
division managers, together with Charles Skouras, were 
beating on 20th-Fox's door for their equity interests. 
Charles Skouras got 25 shares of National stock, Rhoden 
and Frank H. Ricketson Jr., six shares apiece. When 
Rhoden resold his six shares to 20th-Fox two years later 
he netted a tidy profit of $1,027,500. Skouras and the 
other division managers profited proportionately. 

Alioto turned to the first-run situation in Kansas City, 
a situation dominated by Fox Midwest with three theatres. 
Paramount had one house, RKO one house and Loew's a 
single theatre, and Alioto got Rhoden to admit Fox, Para- 
mount and RKO formed in 1936 what Alioto dearly loves 
to call “a pool of moropoly”—Loew’s stayed out. 

Documents showing necessary stock transactions after 
the Paramount case decree went into the record and Alioto 
started moving in on the Midwestern smalj-town situations 
with which Rhoden presumably was familiar. Fox Mid- 
west created pools at Wichita, Concordia, Clay Center and 
Ottawa, Kan., Muscatine and Council Bluffs, Ia., and 
Nevada, Mo., admitted Rhoden. Usual arrangement was 
creation of a holding company jointly owned by Fox and 
the interested independent exhibitor. 

This was a buildup to one of Rhoden’s unhappier mo- 
ments on the witness stand, as Alioto sideslipped into 
“the case of poor widow Carter,” of Sedalia, Mo. Rhoden 
dimly recalled Fox Midwest leasing two theatres from Mrs. 
Mabel Carter, of Sedalia, in the ’30's. As Alioto poured it 
on Rhoden, the National Theatres presidént testified: 

(1) Fox had been paying $1,550’monthly for both houses, 
got the rent dropped to $1,350 in 1938 and in 1939 wanted 
to negotiate a new lease at $1,000—one of the theatres, old 
and rickety, was already closed; 

(2) But Mrs. Carter held out for $1,200, so Fox let the 
lease expire and promptly invested $75,000 to $100,000 in 
converting a furniture store into a theatre; 

(3) Mrs. Carter got a man named Sears to operate her 
one theatre for a few months, but couldn't make a go of it 
because Sears couldn't get first-run product—Rhoden 
wouldn’t admit he'd told the distributors not to sell Sears 
first-run, but this strong implication stuck to his testi- 
mony; 

(4) By mid-1940 Fox leased Mrs. Carter's theatre again, 
at $350 a month. 
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Alioto made_a point of the long-term restrictive coven- 
ants on both of “poor widow Carter's” leases which disal- 
lowed Mrs. Carter from using her theatres for theatrical 
purposes in case she should exercise her options to break 
the leases—she, in fact, did break the second lease in 1946. 

Rhoden testified he “didn’t know” the covenants’ pur- 
pose, blamed the restrictions ali on Louis Honig, who was 
Fox Midwest's real estate man. When Alioto asked if 
Rhoden had instructed Honig to stick the covenants in the 
leases, Rhoden denied it, and when Aliote asked if Hon- 
ig’s purpose was to restrict competition, Rhoden said: “Oh, 
I don’t think so... it may have been . . . I don’t know, 
I wasn’t sitting in on the negotiations.” 

When Alioto asked if Fox Midwest “in those days was 
getting film on a yearly basis,” Rhoden replied, “1 don’t 
remember,” and he said “I don’t recall,” to a question of 
whether “Carter vs. 20th-Fox was the subject of a lawsuit.” 

So the Judge took a hand, remarking: “The long and 
short of it was that you couldn't get widow Carter's prop- 
erty at a satisfactory rental so you converted a furniture 
store to take over, is that right?” Rhoden hedged, and 
the Judge plunged into the fiscal details, noting that Fox 
and Mrs. Carter had been only $200 apart. 

“For the sake of $200 you walked out?” 

“It wasn't a profitable town.” 

“Seventy-five thousand to $100,000 is a pretty sizable 
investment for a poor town.” 

A second unhappy moment, for Rhoden, occurred when 
Alioto led him'through the details of a deal in which 
Fox and the distributors paid Jay Means, a suburban 
Kansas City exhibitor, $100,000 not to file an antitrust 
suit in 1951. Part of the agreement was to give Means a 
clear shot at second-run product. Means “handed you 
(Rhoden) the complaint,” claimed Alioto, but Rhoden 
couldn’t remember it, or the details of Fox's settlement, 
to which the Judge needled: 

“You mean to say you paid $100,000 and don’t re- 
member a semblance of it. It's incredible.” 

This jogged Rhoden considerably and he said: 

“I would like to refresh my memory ...uh... if I'm 
going to testify about this case I certainly want to refresh 
my memory.” Alioto handed Rhoden a refresher—a court 
decision in a later suit Means had filed. Rhoden read a 
while on the witness stand, then said: “I think this in- 
volved zoning,” but the Judge cut in with: “That isn’t the 
question, read the question.” 

Rhoden shortly recalled that $100,000 and an agree- 
ment not to bid against Means had effected a settlement. 

Next Alioto pounded on the events leading up to Fox's 
1937 acquisition of the lease on Stanley Schwartz's and W. 
B. Fulton’s Brookside Theatre in suburban Kansas City. 
Alioto brought out that the Brookside’s operators couldn't 
get first-run product, that Schwartz had seen Rhoden 
about the situation and, eveniually, Spyros Skouras in 
New York. But Rhoden clung to a denial that he'd sent 
Schwartz to Skouras. 

Secret Into Perpetuity 

Alioto developed the fact that Fox’s lease of the Brook- 
side included a covenant under which Schwartz and Ful- 
ton agreed to keep the deal secret into perpetuity. Rhoden 
had no ready reason for this covenant and the Judge re- 
marked: 


“It's been my experience, Mr. Rhoden, that people who 
put a secrecy clause into contracts have some compelling 
reason, a reason they're likely to remember.” 

To which Rhoden responded: 

“It was a question of whether or not it was to our disad- 
vantage to have the trade-papers publish this publicity.” 

The Judge said: 

“The contracts were negotiated. 
for withholding information.” 

But Rhoden sparred, saying: 

“The whole territory wasn't doing too well, it was a 
question of how this was to be made known, we wanted to 
announce it.” 

Alioto jumped in, trying for a knockout punch, by ask- 
ing if it wasn’t true that the Brookside under Schwartz 
and Fulton paid more for second-runs than the opposition 
Fox house paid for first-runs, but the punch glanced off 
Rhoden’s faulty memory and Rhoden added: “I don’t re- 
member if we released any or not.” 

Here Alioto switched tactics and dug into Rhoden’'s 
views on competitive bidding. Rhoden was asked if he'd 
ever known about “lotteries” for films. He answered that 
he'd “read in the trade-papers” about this happening in 
Frisco—“it’s the first time I ever heard about it.” He 
expanded: “As long as everybody's happy, it doesn’t make 
too much difference how films are picked . . . there’s no 
company policy on, division of pictures, so long as it's 
harmonious most any method will do.” 
Alioto asked: 


I don’t see any reason 


Judge Jolts Elmer Rhoden’s ‘Memory’ |! 
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“Don’t you think it gripes a man who's spent $5 million 
on a picture to have it go into a hat?” 

Rhoden replied: . 

“I don't know if it hurts the picture at all.” 

He added that he disliked bidding not only because it 
raises film rentals but also because “it doesn’t give us 
opportunity to exploit from a long-range standpoint,” 

Tanktown Pools 

The next day Alioto got some more tanktown pools into 
the record. Pool deals, Rhoden testified, covered places 
like Iola, Pittsburg, Arkansas City and Hayes, Kan., 
Christopher, lll. Deals usually had covenants restricting 
independent lessors from renting their theatres for en- 
tertainment purposes for decades to come, or covenants 
restricting lessors from entering theatre business in a five 
or 10-mile radious. 

Object, in every case, said Rhoden, was to attain oa 
closed town. 

Rhoden testified he acquired a one-third interest in 
the small-town Commonwealth circuit soon after he went 
to work for Fox Midwest in 1931. Commonwealth then 
had 10 theatres, he said. His 1935 contract with Fox per- 
mitted him to hold his Commonwealth interest so long 
as there was no conflict of territories, and he held this 
interest until Paramount case decree forced him to divest. 

Aliote brought up the fact that Commonwealth had 
built drive-ins at Joplin, Mo., and Springfield, Nl., where 
Fox had pools, left the implication that Rhoden had 
welshed on his Fox contract. 

With divestiture, testified Rhoden, he turned over his 
Commonwealth interest to his two sons—by this time the 
interest had grown to nearly 60%. The circuit, which now 
has 81 theatres, was reorganized in 1953, and in turning 
over his common stock to his sons, Rhoden testified, he 
acquired some preferred stock. With the Justice Depart- 
ment’s approval, the preferred was put in trust in a Kan- 
sas City bank and that trust, said Rhoden, still has 12,000 
shares valued at $37.50 a share. 

Another Alioto thrust saw Rhoden admitting he'd never 
heard Fox West Coast President John Bertero’s “biue- 
book” of sliding scales, and Rhoden insisted he didn't know 
if the cost of litigation in either the Brookside, K.C., case 
or the Paramount case had been charged off to theatre 
expenses. 

Q—Even as president of the company you don't know? 

A—No, sir. 

Alioto also made a big thing out a change Rhoden 
made in his 1956 deposition on this e. The deposition 
originally said most film buying was done in New York 
and Los Angeles between 1935 and 1950. Then the date, 
1950, was changed to 1946, the year the Paramount de- 
cree ordered picture-by-picture and theatre-by-theatre 
booking. 

Alioto thoroughly confused the witness, got Rhoden to 
admit the deposition’s “change was suggested to me,” 

med at one point to admit that Fox West Coast's Eddie 

abel had made all deals between 1935 and 1950, then 

switched and said the Paramount decree had changed 
film-buying. 

Q—How were Goldwyn pictures bought, starting with 
“The Secret Life of Walter Mitty?” 

A—No difference. 

Q—Zabel bought all the pictures in Los Angeles, al- 
located rents to the Midwest, there was no substantial 
change? 

A--Some. ‘ 

Q—What were the changes? 

A—lIn the case of the Goldwyn pictures, it was different. 

(What Rhoden apparently meant, though he never clari- 
fied it, was that Goldwyn films continued to be negotiated 
in Los Angeles, while other distributors’ films gradually 
were negotiated at a more local level, starting in 1946— 
or so the defense claims.) 

Dunne’s rehabilitation of his client carefully started 
with Rhoden's background as a local film distributor, went 
over the deal whereby William~Fox bought Midwest, 
Woolf-Shanberg’s Midland, Reid-Yemm-Hayes and Frisina 
circuits and combined them into a 130-theatre midwestern 
powerhouse in 1929. During bankruptcy, Rhoden said, the 
circuit slimmed down to 120 houses and today has about 80. 

Dunne, through Rhoden, went over the division of au- 
thority in Fox Midwest, including the powers of real es- 
tate-man Honig. Dunne brought out the fact that in Se- 
dalia, Mo., Fox had wound up with a much better theatre, 
much better situated after negotiations with Mrs. Carter 
fell through, and Dunne got Rhoden to testify that “the 
lawyers recommended” that the $100,000 settlement with 
exhibitor Means be made. 

As to the secrecy clause in the Brookside lease coven- 
ant, Rhoden reiterated that its sole purpose was that “we 
could make our own announcement in our own way when 
taking the theatre over.” 





Teal for Tie-Ups 


EMMICK PROBATE SUIT 
CLEARED FOR $10,000 


Toward Healthy Sport 


San Antonio, Aug. 20. 


Engineering Delinquent | AKRON MAY RE-ENACT 
3%, AMUSEMENT TAX 





Smokes Out Omars 


e Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

There’s nothing like the diligence 
of publicist scouting fer material 
to aid an exploitation campaign. 

Paramount praisers, setting up 
an atmosphere for the press screen- 
ing of “Omar Khayyam,” recalled 
that a cigaret tagged Omar once 
was popular. Random check in- 
dicated it had disappeared from 
the local market. 

Eventually, however, the studio 
discovered one drug firm still 
carried but had only seven cartons 
in the warehouse. Chain’s stores 
and an outside area market were 
canvassed and Paramount finally 
came up with a total of 17 cartons 
fer the festivities, 





San: Francisco, Aug. 20. 
of Eugene H. Emmick, late part- 


Luis Rodriguez, assistant mana- 
A contest of the $3,152,368 will) ... of the Fiesta Drive In Theatre| Akron City Council is consider- 
owner of the big United California-|@s organized the Scorpion Club | ing a proposal to re-enact a city 
Golden State theatre chain, was/here, an organization for combat-| amusement tax, to obtain funds to 
settled late last week for $10,000.|ing juvenile delinquency 

The money went to four nieces Latin American youths here. The | plant new trees. 


New N. Y. Code 
For Theatres 


Albany, Aug. 20. 


Akron, O., Aug. 20. 





among/control Dutch Elm disease and New State code for places of 


The ordinance, public assembly, including theatres, 


and nephews who claimed other |¢Club uses Rodriguez's home as its | sent to the tax committee for ac- represents a simplification of reg- 


relatives had influenced Emmick headquarters and it is an auto club | tion following council's August- 
against them. The settlement was | dedication to well-spent recreation. | long vacation, would bring an esti- 
There s an initial fee of $5 when | mated $70,000 a year to the city, its 4nd the enabling of owners to con- 


approved by Superior Judge Aylett 


R. Cotton in suburban San Mateo|a member joins the organization | sponsors said. 
and after that dues are 75c a meet- 


County. 


‘ulations, a lessening of red tape, 


| duct business easier, So said Wil- 


The bill calls for the city te | liam S. Maxwell, chairman of the 


Emmick died in January, 1956,/)"S- With the money the club | collect 3% on admissions, includ-| Board of Standards and Appeals. 


leaving his money to 21 relatives | >uys the tools they need to repair }ing season tickets and subscrip-| 
and other individuals and to a num-|#2d overhaul their autos. 
ber of charitable and medical insti-|S™up recently purchased a movie | other similar entertainment; 
projector on which they show pix 


Lawyers for Emmick’s estate said 0" automobiles and safe drivng. 


tutions. 


they settled the case to avoid pay- 


The | tions to theaters, cabarets, and| 


Among those who have expressed 
on | approval, to the Board, are D. John 


annual membership dues to any} Phillips, secretary of the Metro- 
club maintaining a golf course, | politan Motion Picture Theatres 
The group have finished their | and on golf green fees. Events held | Assn., and Sergeant Eugene V. Fos- 


ing $50,000 a year in inheritance- first jalopy and hope to enter it in| for charitable, religious, or educa-| ter, in charge of code enforcement 





tax interest costs. a local drag race. 


tional purposes would be exempt.! for the State Police. 
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BOXOFFICE GOES JUMPIN’ 
TH ROCK’N ROLL! 
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" When the jumpin’ guitar meets 
al that bongo beat—it's dynamite! 
Zs ° 
a And when a curvy cutie 
clashes with a square prof.— 
it's the battle of the sexes! 






starring 


JUDY TYLER - BOBBY TROUP - MARGO WOODE 

Written by ARNOLD BELGARD * music by LES BAXTER 
oirectea by HOWARD W. KOCH 

erotuced by AUBREY SCHENCK « a Bl A Proucn 
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‘if Tomlinson Wins in Delaware, 
Sept. 12 Stockholders Meeting Off? 


Harry Arthur Roundrobins 
California Exhibs; Fears 
Loew’s as Another RKO 


Los Angeles, Aug) 20. 





Should the Joseph Tomlinson 
dissident group obtain a victory in 
the Delaware Court of Chancery 
ruling that the “election” of Louis 
B. Mayer and Samuel Briskin to 
the board of Loew’s is legal, it’s 
believed that Tomlinson will im- 
mediately convene his board and 
call off the special stockholders’ 
meeting called by Joseph R. Vogel 
for Sept. 12. 

If the decision goes against Tom- 
linsén, it’s reported that he will 
wage a proxy fight and that he al- 
ready has his opening letter to 
stockholders (See accompanying 
story) ready for mailing. Should 
he decide against the proxy fight 
for any reason, perhaps because of 
the lack of sufficient time, he may 
mail out his letter anyway so as he 
ean present his views to the com- 
pany’s stockholders. 

Even if a decision on the law in- 
volved goes against Vogel and the 
Loew's management, Vogel is pre- 
pared to proceed with the stock- 
holders’ meeting unless, of course, 
he is prevented from doing so by a 
court injunction. However, it’s 
doubted that the courts will attempt 
to prevent the holding of a g 
since, it’s believed, they will be 
bound by the clamor and argu- 
ments that the stockholders, the 
true owners of a corporation, are 
entitled to make their own de- 
cisions as to what group shall run 
the company. 


pt 


Norma Shearer 


== Continued from page 7 ees 
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the subject of professional liquida- ing 
tors.” 


There are any number of Cali- 
fornia industrialists who see the 
Vogel versus Tomlinson fight as 
one against . liquidation. “The 
movie business has meant too much 
for the welfare and renown of Cal- 
ifornia, and we don’t want to see 
anything happen to Metro,” is a 
common expression from financial 
men who have a savvy perspective 
on the situation. 

In an exclusive interview Norma 
Shearer, who was the wife of Irv- 
ing Thalberg in the heyday of the 
old regime at Metro, and herself 
then one of the studio’s top stars, 
voiced her opinion on why she had 
to reject the invitafion to join the 
expanded Loew’s Inc. board. Vogel 
has long wanted a femme personal- 
ity on the board—in recent years 
many a big business has found it 
judicious to have a distaffer on 
the board, in light of the many 
femme investors in publicly held 
corporations — and when Miss 


Shearer declined Helen Hayes was | great 


invited and accepted, 

Miss Shearer states: “I would 

like to express my admiration for 
and loyalty to-Mr. Vogel, our very 
courageous and wise and able pres- 
ident. I feel such ig Ag eye 
in order in view of.the fact that it 
was suggested that I be nominated 
as one of the directors of Loew’s. 
I consider this suggestion as one 
of the greatest honors of my life. 
However, as a trustee of Irving 
Thalberg’s estate, which still has 
certain vital problems to work out 
with the Loew company, I felt I 
would not qualify as one of the di- 
rectors of the board, because of 
possible complications in this re- 
gard. Had I been in a position to 
serve the Loew company in this 
capacity I would have embraced 
this opportunity with the greatest 
enthusiasm and devotion—not only 
because MGM and the Loew com- 
pany have been such an integral 
part of my life but because my re- 
lationship with everyone connected 
with these two great companies, 
through the many years of my as- 
sociation, has been one of mutual 
affection and respect. 
* “I feel in this present vital strug- 
gle for existence the Loew com- 
pany deserves our undivided loy- 
alty and that under Mr. Vogel’s 
guidance it will again triumph 
and prosper as one of the truly 
great leaders of the Motion Picture 
Industry.” 





Coney wears in 
sand Faces” on 
Reputedly first 
full wardrobe for a 


All members of the Southern 
California Theatr@® Owners Assn. 


100,000 Shares Protest 
Board Membership of 
L. B. Mayer & Briskin 


stock as they could afford, to back 
the Joseph R. Vogel management 
|in its upeoming proxy fight with 
Wilmington, Aug. 20. the Joseph Tomlinson combine, in 
Here are two other develop-| a letter mailed over the weekend 
ments on the Wilmington front in| by Harry C. Arthur Jr., the body's 
the legal battle for control of | chairman. 
Loew’s. - | Pointing out that “it would be a 
Wednesday (14) Chancellor Col- calamity to have Loew's go the 
lins J. Seitz signed an order per-| Same way as RKO did,” and “if 
mitting Wilmington attorney Clair there is any change in the present 
J. Killoran to intervene in the management, there is a great prob- 
case on behalf of a group of ability that that would happen,” 
67 stockholders owning 160.000| Arthur asked exhibs to put through 
shares. Cross complaints filed! their stock orders as soon as pos- 
with the petition for intervention | sible, so stock could be transferred 
included one from a group of 53) 0n corporation’s books in time to 
stockholders owning 100,000 shares | make buyers eligible to vote at the 
seeking a court decree holding the! stockholders’ meeting Sept. 12. 
election of Louis B. Mayer and) William R. Forman, prexy of 
Samuel Briskin invalid. Both! Pacific Drive-In Theatres and a di- 
stockholder groups are seeking or-| rector of SCTQA, bought 3,500 
ders restraining any person pur-| shares of Loew’s Aug. 15, Arthur 
porting to act for or in behalf of reported, and he himself purchased 





were urged to buy as much Loew’s | 


‘Every Hair's Breadth of Prejudice, 


So Loew's Hired 


Proxy Tactician 


Says of Wars for Company Control 





‘Vogel Can’t Spend Company 
Funds to Propagandize 


Loew Shareholders 


A Delaware Chancery Court or- 
der restraining Loew's  prexy 
Joseph R. Vogel from using com- 
pany funds to solicit proxies ir his 
behalf for the special stockholders 
meeting on Sept. 12 is not expected 
to damage or lessen Vogel's cam- 
’ paign. 
| As a matter of fact, the Dela- 
| ware court order was issued after 
the proxies had been printed and 
sent out and the restraining order’s 


effect now merely stops Vogel 
from employing company funds for 





+ 


An indication of what is involved 
|in a proxy fight, such as the one 
now facing Loew’s, is dramatically 
detailed in “Fight for Control,” the 
book by David Karr, who {fs publie 
| relations counsel for, Loew's in the 
fight with Joseph Tomlinson. 

| “A proxy fight is the zenith of 
| corporate relationships,” Karr 
writes. “A battle of the board 
room is a savage affair that brings 
out the worst in man. It is now 
taking on all the trappings of an 
election campaign. Sometimes it is 
a grébby business. In the heat of 
battle, participants have been 
known to attack the opposition on 
| matters of filial ties, marital con- 
| duct, race, religion, private politi- 
cal viewpoints, Every hair's breadth 
| of prejudice is invoked. Sometimes 
| connotations are so ugly as to cause 
ps concerned with the broader 





is | of Chancery in answer to the court 


Loew's from interfering with the) 
Sept. 12 stockholders meeting. | 
Tuesday (13) afternoon the 
chancellor issued a restraining or- 
der to stop Loew’s, Inc., Joseph R. 
Vogel, William A. Parker, George 
L. Killion and John L. Suilivan 
and others acting in concert with 
them using funds of the cor- 
to solicit proxies in effort 

te maintain control of company. 
The complaint asking for re- 
straining order was filed by Ralph 
B. Campbell of Lexington, Ky., a 
stockholder, in an effort to pre- 
vent the defendants from soliciting 
proxies for an election of a board 
of directors at the Sept. 12 meet- 


The complaint was filed by 
Henry M. Canby, Wilmington at- 
torney. 

The plaintiff stated that in the 
proxy statement for the Sept. 12 
meeting Vogel said he intended to 
spend $100,000 of the corporation's 
money on his personal behalf in 
connection with the solicitation. 

The chancellor’s order also stops 
the defendants from using or al- 
lowing officers of Loew's or its 
subsidiaries to solicit or request 





proxies from stockholders in favor 
anyone associated with them. 


1,500 shares. 


Vogel Explains 


=a Continued from page 7 


McCrary and Finkelstein. “To my 
astonishment,” Vogel related, “I 
found that McCrary was seated. in 
an adjoining room, having come 
to California from New York for 
the purpose of taking over public 
relations. Neither I, as president, 
nor anyone in management had 
any knowledge of these events.” 
McCrary also represents the 
N. Y. Her Tribune and Ogden 
R. Re‘d, who prior to his resigna- 
tion from the Loew's board, was 
chairman of the executive commit- 
tee and was rated the “impartial” 
13th director on the split board. 

















“Spanky” McFarland, onetime 
rolypoly treblevoiced moppet of 


“Our Gang” comedies, goes back to. 


work in the kiddie business next 
week. He will emcee his own 
daily half-hour television show for 


of the individual defendants or| ‘the urchins on KOTV, CBS out- 
| let in Tulsa. 


future activities involving the fight | aspects of race relationships and 


with the Joseph Tomlinson faction. 
In addition, Vogel and the 
Loew's management have the sup- 


tive Committee, organized by Har- 
ry Brandt. This group has received 
permission from the Securities & 
Exchange Commiission to raise 
funds and solicit proxies in behalf 
of Vogel and the Loew's manage- 
ment. At the same time, the court 
order does not prevent Loew's of- 
ficers or employees from contribut- 
ing funds for the campaign as in- 
dividuals. . 

Meanwhile, it’s reported that 
Loew's is receiving a more than 
satisfactory response from its ini- 
tial proxy letter. Three additional 
mailings, which will cost about 
$25,000, will go out shortly. 

There have been reports of 
| mounting support for Vogel and 
| the Loew's management. Indica- 
tions are that the Wall Street bank- 
ing groups and brokerage houses 
may throw their support to Vogel. 
Lehman Bros. and Lazard Freres, 
which have been wavering in their 


to throw their support to the man- 
agement. 








Louis B. Mayer is a “man of 
vanity” who regards it as an 
‘orgivable slight” that he was 

” some years ago from 
Metro, Loew’s prexy Joseph R. Vo- 

1 charges in an affidavit filed 
week with the Delaware Court 


action brought by Joseph Tomlin- 
son in the battle to wrest control 
of Loew’s. Total of 114 pages of 
affidavits were filed by the Loew's 
management, the papers including | 
an account of Stanley Meyer's 
“Confession,” as foreshadowed in 
Variety last week, of the details of 
the “plot” to seize control of 
Loew’s and a blast by Vogel at the 
picture making policies of both L. 
B. Mayer and Dore Schary. 

Affidavits, particularly Vogel’s, 
give a blow-by-blow account of the 
Tomlinson-Mayer-Meyer axis in 
the effort to secure control of the 
firm and reviews the long feud be- 
tween Mayer and Nicholas M. 
Schenck, former president of 
Loew's. 

Vogel objected to the pictures 
made by Mayer in his last years as 
studio chieftain because, as head 
of the theatre department and from 
his extensive experience in exhi- 
bition, he (Vogel) felt that the mul- 
ti-million dollar productions being 
launched by Mayer would not at- 
tract audiences “in sufficient num- 
bers to warrant their cost.” He 
added that he similarly protested 
the production policies of Schary 
“which likewise had little boxof- 


Both Mayer and Schary, Vogel 
charged, failed to keep up with the 
shift taking place in the industry— 
the move to indie production. “The 
inflexibility of the prior manage- 





er,” Vogel said in his affidavit, 
“often resulted in our loss of stars 
and artists to other companies amd 
to small independent producers 
who lured them away from us by 
making them financial participants 
in productions.” 

Vogel terms L. B. Mayer as be- 
ing the “chief conspirator” in the 
“tactics of obstruction” of the 
Tomlinson-Meyer faction “and that 
his aim was not the betterment of 
the company or the interests of 
the stockholders but to win his 
battle for control in ord®r to ap- 
pease his wounded vanity.” 

The Loew's president charged 


that Mayer “had not paid any real | 


LOEW PANS 1.B.’S NAGS, SCHARY’S FILMS 
AND MEYER’S TELEPHONE PERSONALITY. 


offices of the Loew building during | 


a period of several weeks. He con- 
demned the letters which had been 
sent, as dishonest and stupid, and 
said that he had so told Tomlinson, 
but that Tomlinson was convinced 
that one more drive would put him 
in control—although; he added, 
Tomlinson, having failed, - now 
knows that Stanley Meyer's judg- 
ment is right.” 
Was ‘Sorry’ 

Aecording to Vogel, Meyer felt 
sorry about the ubuse which he had 
directed at the Loew's president 
and “paid lavish compliments to 





and saying: ‘Everyone in the indus- 


port of the Stockholders’ Protec- | 


support, are said to be ready now | 


me, calling me by my first name | 


“have to look for him on Lot 14,! motion 


attention to his duties when last | try knows, Joe that you're not only 
he was head of the studio.” He! a wonderful fellow, but that your 
asserted that even <10 years ago | record at the head of Loew's The- 
when Mayer was 62 “it was a com-| atre organization, and your experi- 
mon jest in Hollywood that if you | ence in the industry makes you the 
wanted to find Mayer you would| best possible president that any 
picture company could 
a reference to the racetrack.” have’.” ' 

Affidavits attesting the report The affidavit notes that Meyer 
on Meyer's telephone “confession” | also praised Loew's special counsel 
were also submitted by Loew’s. The! and that Meyer stated that his 
conversation took place last March | “Dad” (apparently a reference to 


from Hollywood and was heard in| his father-in-law, Universal board | 


N. Y. by Vogel, Louis Nizer and | chairman Nate Blumberg) “had 
others over a conference telephone | told him that Joe and ‘Uncle Lou’ 


loudspeaker. Meyer, the affidavit | (as he called Nizer) had reputations 





ment, both under Schary and May- 


said, gave permission and full ap-| 


proval for all to listen to his story 
and said he was “ready to repeat 
it” because he regretted his role in 
the “conspiracy” to assume control 
of the company. He said Mayer 
was “behind the whole project” 
and that he had become involved 
because he was Mayer's “protege.” 

“However,” he said, “the plan 
had taken a turn which he did not 
approve,” Vogel's affidavit asserts. 





of integrity and ability and that 
| they were serving the stockholdei@ 
| and that, herefore, he should go to 


Mr. Nizer and seek his advice.” 


Meyer is said to have stated that 
| he was fed up with Tomlinson's 
manipulations and that in order to 
| chow his friendship to Vogel “he 
wanted to tip me (Vogel) off to the 
continuing plot, conducted, as he 
claimed, by others whom he men- 
tioned, to besmirch my abilities 


“He had advised Tomlinson against | and evict the management.” 


the nasty campaign which had been 
conducted by them from the 


Meyer, Vogel concludes in the 
(Continued on page 18) 


| public morality to intercede lest 
a community be engulfed in a wave 
| of hatred.” 
Details of the waging of a proxy 
| fight are also outlined by Karr. 
| “When a proxy battle is in the 
| offing’ Karr asserts, “management 
and insurgents find themselves in 
need of the services of a whole 
army of retainers expert in digging 
up facts and presenting them in a 
way calculated to influence the 
stockholder’s opinion, Private ce- 
tectives are hired to track down 
| the most minute details in the 
| participants private lives. Wire- 





tappers search for that one hidden 
| errer which may hit the stockhold- 
er’s nerve. High-powered public 
| relations men are called in as con- 
suitants in the preparation and re- 
lease of the material gathered. Ad- 
| vertising agencies compete with 
copy and layouts, almost invariably 
containing halos, horns and pitch- 
forks of assorted hues ad sizes. 
| Proxy solicitors arrive, full of tales 
of fights they won, soft-pedaling 
stories of those they have lost.” 

What may occur in the next few 
weeks in Loew's situation is indi- 
| cated thusly by Karr in his book: 
| “The next few weeks, for both 
| Sides, will be filled with personal 
| visits and public meetings; hand- 
shaking tours and anxious phone 
calls; dozens of ads, hundreds of 
letters and thousands of dollars of 
expense, until the moment of the 
annual meeting when the proxies 
are counted, the results are an- 
nounced, and you—the stockhold- 
ers—have registered your final ver- 
dict.” 

To bring any proxy fight to a 
successful conclusion, Karr points 
out, “requires energy, skill, money 
and courage in large quantities.” 


} 





Tomorrow Vital 


=== Continued from page ) aes 


charging “conspiracy” to prevent 
the company’s public stockholders 
from holding a “legal” meeting. 
| Louis Nizer, Loew's special attor- 
| ney, has opened up the case wide- 
| ly and it will apparently be up to 
the court whether or not it will 
| rule on the narrow point of law 
| involving the election of the direc- 
tors or if it will consider the whole 
question of the fight for contro! of 
Loew's. 

Loew’s, in addition, bas launched 
| a widespread public reiations cam- 
| paign to present its side of the 
| story. The Tomlinson group, on 

the other hand, has remained sil- 

Lent and is apparently waiting for 
| the Delaware court decision be- 
fore tipping its next move. (See 
other stories this issue—Ed.) 

Supporters of Loew's prexy 
Joseph R. Vogel strongly feel that 
| the action of the New York Su- 

preme Court enjoining the Tom- 
linson faction from _ interfering 
with the calling of a special stock- 
holders’ meeting on Sept. 12 will 
have a tremendous influence on 
the Delaware court. Tomlinsen 
supporters dispute this contention 
maintaining that the Delaware 
court, has juridiction in the case, 
| and that the court will make its 
| decision solely on the points of law 





“involved without taking into con- 


| sideration the fight for control of 
the vast the film empire. 
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“RAINTREE COUNTY’ 
PREVIEW HEARD 
"ROUND THE WORLD! 


The prize-winning panoramic 
novel is first to be produced 
in the fabulous MGM 


CAMERA 65 process, the 
New Miracle of the Movies! 














At the Warfield Theatre in San Francisco on 
the night of August 10th a Preview of M-G-M’s 
“RAINTREE COUNTY” made screen history. 
Much has been printed about this spectacular 
attraction. At last revealed on the big theatre 
screen, “RAINTREE COUNTY” produced in 
the great tradition of Civil War romance 
now takes its place among the all-time giant 


entertainments in the annals of our industry. 


* 
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M-G-M Presents In MGM CAMERA 65 


MONTGOMERY ELIZABETH EVA MARIE 


CLIFT TAYLOR ‘SAINT 
“RAINTREE COUNTY” 


Co-Starring 
NIGEL PATRICK » LEE MARVIN 
wih ROD TAYLOR « AGNES MOOREHEAD +» WALTER ABEL + JARMA LEWIS * TOM DRAKE 
Screen Play by MILLARD KAUFMAN Associate Producer * Based on the Novel by Ross Lockridge, Jr. * Music by JOHNNY GREEN 
Print by TECHNICOLOR® * Directed by EDWARD DMYTRYK ° Produced by DAVID LEWIS * A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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¢ velops 

of Gloria Talbott for her fiance, 
lost years before in wilds of 
Mexico. Motley crew accompany- 
ing her includes scientist James 
Craig, in love with her, shady pilot 
Tom Drake and shifty stock promo- 
ter Lon Chaney Jr. 

Isolated area turns out highly 
radioactive, which stimulates 


The Brothers Rice 


Okay gangster yarn with good 
suspense for better program 
market. 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Columbia rel ~ of a - 
wis J. 


Kathryn 













growth of native creatures to tre- | son. Directed Phil Karlson. Screen 
mendous sizes. Included is Miss ee Ln Ro, Me paid] — 
TT. _ be : 1 H ’ ° 
Talbott’s fiance, horribly mutilated | ei” Gumey; editor, Charles Nelson; mu- 
in the crash, so that only: one eye | sic, George Duning. Previewed Aug. 15, 
remains. Eventually, to eseape his | + time, 90 M , iain 
murderous attentions, Craig is | Aijce Rico °...2622.2. °°? ‘Tieume Bester 
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in, cast of good actors relies strong- | Peter Malaks ind mont Johnson 
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Exploitation film with current 
Senate Committee prebings 
into racketeering in unions 
probably helping grosses, 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

United Artists release of @ Robert E. 
Kent precduction. Stars Brian Keith, Bev- 
erly Garland, Diek Poran; features .Douc- 
las Kennedy, Paul Langton, Elisha Cook, 
Gavin Gordon, Beverly Tyler, Buddy 
Lewis, Anthony George. Directed by Sid- 
ney Salkow. Sereenplay, Raymond T. 
Sr.; edi- 
sic, Emil New- 
12, °57. Running 





Marcus; camera, Kenneth Peac 
Grant Whytoek; mu 
Aug. 
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As an exploitation film, “Chi- 
cago Confidential” should cash in 
handily on the current Senate prob- 
ings into racket activities in the 
labor unions, Pie serves its pur- 
pose for the intended market and 
carries enough interest for okay re- 
ception by program audiences. 

Taking its title from the Jack 
Lait-Lee Mortimer tome but strict- 
ly an original by Raymond T. Mar- 
cus, unfoldment twirls around ef- 
forts of mobsters to take over a 
powerful Chieago union by fram- 
ing org’s prexy for murder, A po- 
litically ambitious State’s Attorney 
innocently makes use of manufac- 
tured evidence to press the convic- 
tion, but when he learns of the 
frame through new evidence he 


throws all his energies into proving 
the union chief innocent, leading to 
ultimate cleanout of gangster ele- 
ment from the union, 

The Robert E. Kent production 
carries plenty of story holes, in 
which both the police and State's 
Attorney at times are pictured as 
not quite bright, but generally yarn 
packs action and building suspense. 
Sidney Salkow’s direction is fast 
and he helms characters believably 
through their paces. Brian Keith 
is acceptable as the S.A., Dick 
Foran, though short on footage, 
handles his union prexy role well 
and Beverly Garland provides -di- 
staff interest as his fiance who 


continues to fight for him after 
his conviction. 

In foajupes roles, Douglas Ken- 
nedy and Gavin Gordon are persua- 
sive as racketeer heads. Paul 
Langton is okay as homicide chief, 
Beverly Tyler scores as a victim 
of the mobsters after she testifies 
for Foran and Elisha Cook is a 
pivotal figure as a rummy. Buddy 
Lewis is in as an impersonator, 


whose voice was used im a record- | 


ing by which Foran was framed. 
Technical departments are cap- 
ably executed, leading off with 
Kenneth Peach, Sr.’s tography 
and Grant Whitock’s tight editing. 
Art direction by Albert D'Agostino 
is atmospheric and Emil Newman’s 
music score fits the bill. Whit. 





Indie producer William Goetz 
has come up with an okay melo- 
drama for his latest Columbia re- 
lease, a new twist giving gangster 
film mounting suspense. Sans 
marquee names, it will require 
hard selling but should fare well 
——— on upper half of program 
bill 


Ss. 

Richard Conte, Dianne Foster 
and Kathryn Grant are headliners 
in the Lewis Meltzer-Ben Perry 
screenplay which follows the efforts 
of a crime ring to locate one of its 
members who bolted after partici- 
pating in a murder. Missing mem- 
ber’s elder brother, Conte, once 
chief accountant for the syndicate 
but now a reputable business man 
with the promise that he can go 
straight, is recalled to find him. 
Under the impression that the syn- 
dicate head is honestly trying to 
save his brother from being gunned 
down by other gangsters, Conte 
undertakes assignment — which 
amounts to an order — but learns 
too late that the gang merely 
wanted him to lead them to the 
wanted brother. 

Phil Karlson forges hard action 

into unfoldment of film for which 
Lewis J. Rachmil has set appro- 
priate production values. Perform- 
ances are first-clbes right\down the 
line, Conte a standout as a man 
finally disillusioned after thinking 
of the syndicate leader who orders 
his brother’s execution as a close 
family friend, Both femmes have 
comparatively little to do, Miss 
Foster as Conte’s wife and Miss 
Grant as the brother's, but make 
| their work count. 
Larry Gates as gang chief scores 
; smoothly and James Darren as 
|} young brother handles character 
satisfactorily. Paul Picerni, as an- 
other brother whom gang also kills, 
is good, and Argentina Brunetti, 
| the brothers’ mother who once was 
| crippled in saving the crime head's 
| life, is dramatic. Other key roles 
| are well enacted by Harry Bellaver. 
| Lamont Johnson, Rudy Bond and 
| Paul Dubov, 

Technical departments are well 
executed, ircluding Burnett Guf- 
fey’s camera work, Charles Nel- 
}son’s editing, art direction by 
Robert Boyle and music score by 
George Duning. Whit. 


After the Ball 
4BRITISH-COLOR) 


Limp biopic of noted British 
vaudeville performer, Vesta 
Tilley; minimum appeal even 
on nostalgia stakes, 


| ‘ 
London, Aug. 13. 

Independent Film Distributors release 
| of a Romulus (Peter Rogers) production. 
| Stars Laurence Harvey, Pat Kirkwood. 
| Directed by Compton Bennett. Screen- 
| play. Hubert Gregg, Peter Blackmore: 
| camera, J sher; editor, Peter Boita: 




















Y | lover, 
"| stances here are far from .stereo- 


outiines her rise to fame up to her 


retirement in 1920, is largely an 
excuse for plugging the oldtime 
vaudeville songs with which she 
was associated. These are put over 
with verve and zest by Pat Kirk- 
wood who also does an energetic 
job in trying to infuse some life 
into the tedious screenplay of 
Hubert Gregg and Peter Black- 
more, 

Laurence Harvey, who piers 
Walter de Frece, Vesta Tilley’s 
husband, ambles through his chore 
with the air of a man who has 
not got his heart in it. Apart from 
| Miss Kirkwood, the only perform- 
lance which deserves a nod is that 
of veteran Jerry Verno, as her 
father. 

Compton Bennett's direction is 
| plodding and uninspired. But it 
must be admitted that there is 
| little in this mild pie into which 
|he could get his teeth. Rich, 


The Time of Desire 
(Swedish) 











Frank sexual treatment, 
Swedish style, with incest over- 
tones. Strictly limited art 
house offering, 


Hollywood, July 23. 
Janus Films distribution of a Europa 
Film production. Stars Barbro Larsson, 
Margaretha Lawler; 





features George 


} Fant, Berger Malmstem, Marianne Lof- 
| gren, Nils Hallberg, Ingemar Pallin. Di- 
| rected and adapted by Egil Holmsen, 


from Arthur Lundquist story: camera, 
Ingvar Borild; music, Harry Arnold. Pre- 
| viewed, July 22, ‘57. Running time, 81 
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Berger Maimsten 
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Nils Hallberg 
-». Ingemar Pallin 


Lilly Lilja .. 
| Ragni Lilja 
|The Father ecbees 
| Algot Wiberg ........ 

Maid . oes 
| Nils 

Pastor 








Problems of a’he-ing and a’she- 
jing and a’she-ing and a’he-ing has 


| long been a plot staple. More re- 
;}cent is a trend toward treating 
a’he-ing and _  a’‘he-ing themes. 


Comes this Swedish import in which 
language doesn’t camouflage much, 
not only depicts a’she-ing and 
a’she-ing, but condones the prac- 
tice—between sisters yet. 

This is one strictly for the art 
houses, and in broad (no pun in- 
tended) minded communities there 
are the usual nude bathing scenes 
of Swedish delight, plus frankly 
sexual passage, both lesbo and 
more conventional. While well- 
made, film can’t be taken too seri- 
ously as a social commentary. 

Household depicted is sex-rid- 
den, to put it mildly. Widowed 
papa George Fant and male help 
at his farm seem to play musical 
beds with female help most of the 
time. Strong indications are that 
love of daughters Babro Larsson 
and Margaretha Lawler for each 





other is more than sisterly. When 
handsome newcomer to village, 
Berger Malmsten arrives, Miss 


dismay of sister. A child results, 
which father accepts easily, despite 
lack of marriage banns. However, 
| Miss Lawler apparently finds het- 
erosexualism distasteful after this 
sample and returns to her first love, 
sister Barbro, Finale has fire-and- 
brimstone preacher, Ingemar Pallin 
| gaze upon unconventional trio of 
sisters and illegitimate child ride 
bee the church, with remarkable 


aims has an affair with him, to 


tolerance. 

| Pace of Egil Holmsen’s direction 
|is more leisurely than that Yank 
|audiences are accustomed to, but 
art house devotees shouldn’t mind 
this to} much. Seduction scene 
|between Miss Lawler and Malm- 
|sten gains powerful impact by 
subtle and skillful handling. Holm- 
sen adapted script from Arthur 
Lundquist story, and subtitles seem 
adequate to non-Swedish speaker. 
Photography of Ingvar Borild is in 
solid tradition of Swedish crafts- 
;manship, and music by Harry Ar- 
j|nold is delicately effective. 

; Cast is a very good one. Fine, 
;cleancut looks of Misses Larsson 
and Lawler not only excites as 
|counterpoint to unconventional 
| goings-on but pair are good ac- 
{tresses too. Fant, as virile papa, 
| attracts alee. post-middle-age 
|lines laid out by late Ezio Pinza. 
| Malmsten is hampered somewhat 
by stereotyped role of the rejected 
despite fact that ecircum- 








| typed. Kove. 
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| ‘South Pacific’ 


music, Muir Mathieson. At Rialto, Lon 

| don, Running time, 69 MINS. 

1 DURT  ceccccccccccvccccss Pat Kirkwood 

| Walter ......... Laurence Harvey 

| Frank Tanbill .. Jerry Stovi 

-  - =P PPepessesss Jerry Verno 
| Henry De Frece Clive Morton 

| Bessie bake be cee Marjorie Rhodes 
| Richard Warner ee veonard Sachs | 
Andrews ....... Ballard Berkeley 

| Saeee (Child) .. Margaret Sawyer 

eee David Hurst 

|Tony Pastor ..... Ceoccees George Margo 

| Carmelita ...... Rita Stevens | 





| Lottie Gilson June Clyde 

Vesta Tilley was a well-loved 
and talented British vaudeville 
performer up to and including the 
first World War. She specialized 
in male impersonations which 
mildly shocked the patrons, but led 
a singularl undramatic life. 
Hence, it is difficult to see how her 


screen story can have anything but 
: even for oldtimers 
th yh Fy 
e y er genera a e 
US. en Alter the Ball” must be 
rated largely a loss. 
The story, which monotonously 


limited 
who rec 
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} 
| as trade paper representatives will 


flown from Los Angeles to 
watch various phases of the 
shooting. 

Some 350 islanders will have bit 
parts. 


One of the film’s highlights will 
be the “world’s largest close-up 
ever made on film.” A helicopter 
will hover over Mitzie Gaynor and 
Rossano Brazzi during the “Some 
Enchanted Evening” scene to shoot 
the stars against a background of 
the entire island. 





WALTER SHAFER HANDS 
THEATRES TO SONS 


Detroit, Aug. 20. 

After 40 years as a theatre man- 
ager and owner, Walter Dennis 
Shafer, of nearby Wayne, is turn- 
ing his theatres—the State in 
Wayne, Shafer in Garden City and 
two drive-ins, the Algiers and 
Michigan—over to his sons, Mark 
and Charles. 

Shafer joined the Fox organiza- 
tion after the first World War and 
managed theatres in New York 
and New Jersey. In 1921, he be- 
came manager of the old Fox Thea- 
tre in Detroit, he!ped supervise the 


Fox and became its first manager. 
In 1927, he left Fox to become 
general manager of a circuit of 
theatres in Detroit, Dearborn, 
Wayne and Flint. 

During the depression, he left 
the circuit and took over the State 
Theatre in Wayne. He weathered 
the depression and in 1939 began 
building his other theatres and 
drive-ins, 








Tomlinson’s Side 


Continued from page 7 








Loew’s, is spending “vast un- 
authorized” funds of the company’s 
money for the dissemination of in- 


formation favoring himself and 
withholding the “truth” from 
stockholders. 


(6) That the special stockholders’ 
meeting that Vogel is attempting 
to call will cost the stockholders 
about $1,000,000. 

(7) That Vogel and his associ- 


ates, employing company funds, 
have launched “violent personal 
attacks” against Louis B. Mayer 


and Stanley Meyer, although both 
are “sincerely” involved in trying 





te save Loew’s from “bankruptcy.” 

According to information that 
can be gathered from Tomlinson 
adherents, the.report of Arthur 
Anderson & Co., the accounting 
firm brought to make a survey of 
the company’s financial and ac- 
counting procedures and which has 
since been retained as Loew’s reg- 
ular accountants, is said to reveal 
that the company has followed 
“unbusiness-like” and “wasteful” 
accounting practices. The Tomlin- 
son version of the Anderson report 
maintains that Loew's lacked long- 
range planning and budgetary con- 
trols, that tax benefits are not be- 
ing obtained from ty rentals and 
foreign income, that at least 30 
employees can be eliminated from 
one~department, that no reserves 
are maintained for anticipated in- 
ventory losses ,that income from 
tv rentals and 16m sales are being 
improperly included in income. 

Highlight of the Booz, Allen & 
Hamilton report, as evaluated by 
Tomlinson, is the information that 
during the last 10 years “Gone 
With the Wind” has been responsi- 
ble for 78% of film profits and 
nearly half of total division profits. 
In addition, it’s reported that Booz 
noted that costs could be brought 
down about $3,800,000 annually— 
that excess functions and person- 
nel are costing the Culver City 
studio $1,500,000 a year, that not 
fully utilized producers cost the 
company $790,000 in 1956, that 
Metro's director costs per picture 
exceeded the average of the other 
top studios by $21,000, and that un- 
assigned directors cost M-G $503,- 
000 in 1956: 

Much of the Tomlinson charges, 
of course, concern the period be- 
fore Vogel’s takeover of the com- 
pany’s operation and his imple- 
mentation of many of the sugges- 
tions made in the various manage- 
ment consultant and accounting 
firms reports. For example, 
Vogel has indicated that he has 
cut $2,782,000 annually from studio 
costs since he assumed the presi- 
dency. In addition, Arthur Ander- 
son & Co. has been retained as 
Loew’s regular accountants to put 
into practice many of the reforms 
it recommended in the company’s 
accounting procedures. 

Loew's disputes, too, the Tom- 
linson assertion that the company's 
studio operation faces a $5,000,000 
deficit and maintains that on the 
contrary that the studio is present- 
ly operating in the black for the 
first time in 13 years. Vogel’s 
point has been that he has in- 
herited many mistakes made by 
the previous administration and 
that he has been doing his best 
to bring about reforms, but that 
he has been handicapped by the 
activties of Tomlinson, Meyer and 





building of the present 5,000-seats 





Loew Pans 
=== 4Continued from page 15 gee 


section of the affidavit titled “Con- 
fession of One of the Conspira- 
tors,” rejoined the “plot” when he 
discovered that his earlier fear of 


“retribution” was unfounded and 
when Loew’s did not take “publie 
or legal action.” 

The Loew’s president relates the 
various offers made to him by the 
Mayer group as the price for 
peace, starting with the proposal 
that Stanley Meyer be president 
and always insisting that Mayer be 
the ostensible studio chief serving 
in an advisory capacity. At other 
| times, they proposed that Mayer be 
|made board chairman, Noah Die- 
| trict the president, and Meyer, v.p. 
in charge of tv or a studio adviser. 
The latest was Sam Briskin as 
president, Mayer as board chair- 
man, Tomlinson as chairman of the 
executive committee, and Meyer as 
some kind of v.p. in charge of the 
studio or tv. At one point, it was 
suggested that Vogel become head 
of the foreign department. 

Single Out Johnson 

An individual heretofore left. out 
| in Loew's general attack on the dis- 
sidents— Louis Johnson, former 
Secretary of Defense in the Tru- 
man Adminstration—was termed 
the prinicpal “spokesman” for the 
“conspirators” and the affidavits 
charge that Johnson is calling all 
the shots for L. B. Mayer and de- 
termining the strategy ia the ef- 
forts to oust Vogel. 

Loew’s prexy said that the plan 
| of the “conspirators” became evi- 
| dent on every front during the 

Coast board meeting. He related 
how the dissident group had em- 
barrassed management by not tak- 
ing part in the studio tour or at- 
tending a special luncheon and how 
they had spent time in L. B. 
Mayer's home “conspiring” against 
Vogel. 

Vogel’s affidavits also contain 
considerable detail on the report 
made by Robert Heller & Associ- 
ates. An oral report by the man- 
agement consultant firm had rec- 
ommended Vogel’s removal, but in 
a subsequent written report, the 
firm said Vogel was the best man 
for the job if he had a cooperative 
board. Vogel pointed out that in 
Tomlinson’s lawsuit he had failed 
to mention the later Heller report 
although he cited the oral one. 
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finalists in the 1956 event had 
enough merit to garner the Lion. 


Another important addition to 
Ammannati’s estimation is the in- 
Stitution of the so-called “informa- 
tive section” of the festival. In 
this, pix from various countries and 
of special importance to the pro- 
duction in those countries (such as 
the first feature ever produced 
there, ete.), or efforts of young 
filmmakers, etc., which might have 
been accepted at Venice before the 
current selective, 1-pic system was 
started, will be shown in the arm’s 
and cut of competition for their in- 
formative values in forming a pic- 
ture of current world production. 
Ammannati notes, by inference, 
that these are the pix which often 
weigh down other Festivals, such as 
Cannes, Berlin, etc., adding to their 
usually inflated totals of competing 
pix. 





July Letdown 


=———a—s Continued from page 3 gees 


their biggest releases around In- 
dependence Day this year, but un- 
like the previous five to six years, 
the strong upturn in money make 
ing wasn’t there. Whe sustained 
heat wave along with the air-cooled 
comforts of more and more homes 
militated against it. 

Stronger b.o. performance of the 
last 10 days to two weeks is not 
being measured in terms of per- 
centages by the film companies, 
To compare such a limited period 
with the same time span of a year 
ago can't present an accurate pic- 
ture of conditions. The quality of 
the pictures vary in each area, for 


one reason. However, film offici- 
als are keeping their fingers 
crossed, They're hopeful, of 
course, that the better business 
will reach trend but 
it’s conceded in 





Mayer. 
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Victor 


Desny Collects $14,350 On 


Dictated ‘Public Domain’ Story 


a 





Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 

After more than four years of 
tangled litigation, the “Ace in a 
Hole” legal battle was settled out 
of court by Billy Wilder, Para- 
mount Pictures and Paramount 
Film Distributing Corp., on pay- 
ment of a reported $14,359 to Vic- 
tor Desny. 

Writer's precedental case brought 
an importent decision from the 
Celifornia Supreme Court in June, 
1956, the tribunal hoiding that a 
publie domain story is protectable 
under certain circumstances. This 
ruling reversed a previous lower 
court decision and paved the way 
for a new trial, but settlement was 
reached before the case came into 
court again. 

Desnv alleged that in 1948 he 
dictated a four page synopsis to 
Wilder's secretary. and althouvh 
the idea was nixed it subsequently 
avpeared in substantially the same 
form in Paramount’s “Ace.” Film 
rouchly parelleled incidents in the 
tracie, headline-ringed death of a 
Kentucky miner in a eave 30 years 
aco 

Case was originally tried in 
Superior Judge Stamley Mosk’s 
court in 1959. with Desny, throueh 
law firm of Milo Olson and Frank 
De Mareo Jr.. askine $150,000 for 
breach of contract. At time, Judve 
Mosk ruled that an idea in public 
domain isn’t~ protectable, a v'ew 
later overruled by the Supreme 
Court. The Suvreme Court deci- 
sion ruled that if a writer takes the 
precaution to protect himself. by 
obtaining a promise to pay before 
a film is made, his idea is Drotec- 
table even if it Is in public doma‘n. 

Case wos skedded to go on trial 
again in local Sunerior Court en 
Aug. 26, when out-of-court settle- 
ment was reached. 


Exhib Ping-Pongs Charge 
Of ‘Poor’ Showmanship’; 
Raps Todd 35m Policy 


An exhibiter has taken a potshot 
at Mike Todd, who has made a 
practice of belating theatremen 
and their methods of operation. 

William L. Berk, of the 5 Points 
Theatre Corp. Jacksonville, Fla., 
feels that Todd is making a serious 
error in making “Around the Werld 
in 80 Days” available in a 35m 
version, 

In a letter to Todd, Berk, main- 
tained that by making the film 
avaivable in 35m Todd was doing 
the same thing that he has criti- 
cized exhibitors for. “You are tak- 
ing away some of the specialization 





and showmanship which has 
brought you acclaim from the 
world,” Berk said, “and are re- 


leasing just another CinemaScope 
picture that has had superior pro- 
motion and exploitation and is 
therefore bound to do good busi- 
ness, but does not justify the price 
or policy being used.” 

Berk indicated that the 35m) 
policy could be “disastrous” to | 
the film. He urged Todd to recon- 
sider and to withdraw the 35m ver- 
sion of “80 Days.” “I feel sure that 
you have many good arguments as 
to why I'm wrong,” Berk told Todd, 
“but I cannot believe that my rea- 
soning is incorrect.” 


PRO-CENSOR BROSNAN 
ACTING CHANCELLOR 


Albany, Aug. 20. 

John F, Brosnan, new acting 
Chancellor of the Regents and 
siated for election as Chancellor at 
a late-September meeting in Al- 
bany, has served on its motion pic- 
ture review committee almost from 
the time he was named to the 
Board 

A native of New York City and 
a lawyer there since 1915, Brosnan 
is a staunch supporter of the film 
licensing law (censorship). He is 
a prominent Catholic, educated at 
Manhatian College and NYU Law 
School received the degrees of 








KS. in engineering and MA, from 


Manhattan; B. L. and Deector of | 
Jurisprudence, from New York! 
Universits—as well as many hon-| 
Orery degrees | 


Brosnan, who succeeded the late) 
Rocer W 


a meniber 
view « oiltee) ag acting chan-| 
eclicer, js a partner In the law firm | 


of Mudge, Stern, Baldwin & Todd. | 
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Strike Makes Work 
Boston, Aug. 20. 

First run exhibs had to put 
on extra phone answering per- 
sonnel as the newspaper strike 
left Bostonians in the dark as 
to what was playing. Strike in 
llth day Monday (19) is hurt- 
ing at the b.o., and earliest 
publication, if settled, was seen 
for W y (21). 

“Phones have been ringing 
all day and night,” the exhibs 
reported. The newspaper strike 
which went into two weekends 
forced exhibs to transfer ad 
budgets to radio, tv, nabe 
Papers and giveaway sheets. 


Film Dividends 
Pace Stays Good 


Washington, Aug. 20. 

The 1957 film industry dividends 
continue to maintain fheir lead 
over the comparable stockholder 
payments of last year. 

The industry gave its stock- 
holders $1,824,000 in July, com- 
pared with $1,703,000 for July, 
1956. For the full seven months 
of this year, publicly reported pix 
dividends aggregated $16,353,000. 
In 1956, the total was $16,021,000. 

AB-PT paid out $1,126,000 last 
month, or slightly under the 
$1,162,000 for July, 1956. Chesa- 
peake Industries, which paid $121,- 
000 in 1956, paid none last month. 
Coluinbia Pictures gave its stock- 
holders $328,000 last month anc 
$305,000 in July, 1956. 

Universal paid no dividend in 
July, 1956. It disbursed $255,000 
last month. Republic Pictures paid 
$100,000 each year. District Thea- 
tres paid $15,000 each year. 


TEASE-IN KIDS WITH 











MOVIE STAR STAMPS: 


Boston, Aug. 20. 

Stamps have invaded New Eng- 
land picture houses to stimulate 

ng moppet matinee biz, 
spurred by the billion dollar trade 
stamp spree in America’s retail 
stores, with a group of Stanley- 
Warner Theatres giving cuffo film 
star stamps and albums in a test 
promosh. 

Stanley - Warner's Broadway, 
Lawrence; Warner, Lynn; Warner, 
Worcester; Garde, 
Ct.; and State Manchester, 
reported upped grosses 
the promosh in a test. Murray 
Howard, Warner Theatre, Wor- 
cester, said, “Movie Star Stamps 


bolstered our usual kids’ matinee | 
business from $90 to as high as | 


$370. Broadway Theatre, Law- 
rence, reported upping matinees 
from $50 to $140. 

On the strength of the test, the 
promosh may permeate through 
the entire SW setup, with other 
nat. chains following. The idea is 
an original of Jacques Morton, 
Wonder-Art Enterprises, Boston, 
specialists in film promosh. 

Germinated by Jim Totman and 
Nick ates, SW Management 
Corp. exéés., it is available on ex- 
clusive territorial basis for the en- 
tire 10-weeks deal. It works this 
way: 

Each child receives free : bums 
and four fave Movie Star stamps tne 
first week he attends a specified 
matinee showing of selected films 
and shorts. Every week thereafter, 
for eight weeks, the boy or girl gets 
two of these stamps. The four re- 
maining stamps are given the 10th 
and last frame. Each moppet com- 
pleting an album nabs a special 
bonus of a pair of guest theatre 
tickets good for a future show. 

The promosh. is being used in 
ozoners in the territory also and 
in some Canadian theatres. There 
are 24 different film stars to a 
complete set of Movie Star stamps. 
The moppets trade, save and col- 
lect them. Weekly prizes are 


Strauss ‘also for a time; awarded to luck album _ holders. | 


a “safety” message. Room for im- 
print is available on the back cover 
to make the deal self liquidating. 


New London, | 
Ct.; | 
with | 











fed Films 
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above their own bureaucracy and 
iturn out pictures that do not bore 





|people. Always in the past the 
propaganda petticoat has been 
showing. 


! 

The propaganda possibilities are 
tremendous. For example: 

The Russians co-produced “Jour- 
|ney Beyond Three Seas” in India, 
based on the visit there of a 15th 
Century Russian. Scenario has a 
villainous Portuguese trader and 
the Russian who “goes forth 
armed ‘with friendship and seek- 
ling only understanding.” 

“Witches of Salem,” based on 
Arthur Miller’s play, “The Cruci- 
ble” was made by East Germany’s 
|DEFA and a French firm, but is 
|booked as a French production. 
Pic “improves on” Miller in ac- 
lcentuating the analogy between 
witch hunting in 17th Century 
| Salem and the Joe McCarthy Com- 
| mittee investigations, 
| One of the new Soviet films, 
made this year in connection with 
ithe 40th anniversary of the Red 
|revolution, is a story of a home- 
| leas Negro boy cheated by his em- 
|ployers who is saved by Russian 
jrevolutionary forces and becomes 
a devotee of Communism. The in- 
ternational propaganda possibili- 
| ties of this are obvious. 








| In India, it is pointed out, a 
Communist motion picture com- 
jpany has been established in 
|Kerala. In addition, Soviet films 


‘are getting a wider foothold in 
| Asia with India as one of its major 
| markets. 

The Communist countries are 
jal pressing to have their instruc- 
jtional films aceepted for official 
;}showing by various foreign Min- 
| istries of Education, 

One of-the most significant de- 
velopments is the increasing dis- 
|tribution of Chinese Communists 
films “in several southeast Asian 
lareas until recentiv closed to 
|them.” The film distributors of 
|Hong Kong, one of the world’s 
|major production and distribution 
} areas, may have to do a lot more 
| business with the Communists “in 
| oder to take advantage of a possi- 
| ble market on the mainland for 
{their own films as well as meet the 
competition in the distribution of 
a suddenly popular item in South- 
east Asia.” 

The story of this intensive new 
drive by the Communist film indus- 
try as put tegether by the U. S. 
Information Agency shows that in 
1951 feature film production had 
sunk to such a low level in the So- 
viet Union that only six features 
were produced. Last year, the So- 
viets turned out 85 features. They 
plan an output of 95 next year. 
| The Soviets plan to have 20 stu- 
dios operating by next year. The 
Soviets are doubling their spend- 
ing fer motion picture equipment 
and are beginning training courses 
for skilled preduction workers. 
|Among improvements in the 
works is a shift te production of 
wide sereen pictures, to compete 
| better against Hollywood in the 
world market. 
| Red China, on April 1, 1957, di- 
vided its huge Shanghai studio into 
five smallscale preduction units, 
Each will have a separate area of 
responsibility—features, cartoons, 
etc. A studio is under construction 
at Canton which will be used pri- 
marily for widescreen and color 
films. Another major studio, under 
construction in Sian, will lift the 
country’s total to nine studies. The 
|Red Chinese are also building 
| laboratpries and a plant to manu- 
| factuse negative stock. 
| Czechoslovakia, which produced 
|20 features last year, is slated to 
| turn out 25 this year. The entiré 
|state film enterprise is being re- 
organized. It will have one unit 
for production and another for in- 
ternal distribution. Production is 
expected to be subdivided into 
smaller units similar to those 
created at the Shanghai studio in 
China. 

Bulgaria, whose industry is cur- 
rently hamstrung by bureaucracy, 
is striving to achieve a more effi- 
cient film operation. It managed to 
increase feature production from 
two in 1955 to seven in 1956 and is 
| Straining for greater output this 
| year. 

Poland has begun construction of 











of the Regents’ film re-| Each card is numbered and carries | a large, ultra-modern studio near 
Warsaw which the Poles claim will 
;make possible an annual produc- 


} tion of 30 features in that country. 


Inside Stufi—Pictures 


Pincus Sober, sales department attorney, is among the Loew's em- 
ployees out ringing doorbells in quest of proxies for president Joseph 
R. Vogel. He's also local head of the Amateur Athletic Union, 

Sober last week called on an oldtimer who was reluctant to cast the 
3,000-share votes he holds on record. But as the conversation pro- 
gressed it turned out that the stockholder was a former athlete and 
sports enthusiast and, learning of Sober’s AAU connection, became 
immediately sympathetic and decided to go along with Vogel. Further, 
in addition to the 3,000 shares held in his own name, the investor dis- 
closed he has 16,000 shares held by his broker, 

A twin soundtrack, which will give patrons a choice of two lan- 
guages, will be introduced by Metro at its new drive-in ‘in Italy—the 
M-G-M Roman Drive-In, about 10 miles from the center of Rome. 

The innovation permits the patron, by a twist of a knob on the 
speaker ih the car, to hear the original Hollywood soundtrack or its 
Italian synchronization. Metro considers the choice important because 
of the large number of tourists visiting Rome, the U.S. military per- 
sonnel, and the large native population either~able to speak English 
or anxious to learn it. 

New drive-in, which has a 600-car capacity, will operate on a first-run 
policy. The zoner, M-G's sixth abroad, will open next month with 
“Friendly Persuasion” as the initial picture, Metro has the foreign 
distribution rights to the Allied Artists film, 

Long in the hehind-the-scenes rumor stage and recently spotlighted 
as a result of the Loew's management struggle is the proposed merger 
of Loew’s (the picture company after divorcement from domestic thea- 
tres) and United Artists. Nothing came of it, but not because the Loew's 
board was against it. Even before this opposition came about, UA own- 
ers had turned on a deaf ear to the proposition. 

It all came about as Andre Meyer, noting both Loew’s fiscal difficul- 
ties and UA's success story, dreamed up the get-together. Meyer. a sen- 
jor partner of Lazard Freres. Wall Street banking outfit which owns 
50,000 Loews’ common shares, broached the subject to UA president 
Arthur B. Krim and board chairman Robert S. Benjamin. 

They didn’t give the matter any serious thought for the reason Meyer 
was representative of neither the Loew's board nor any substantial 





group of stockholders. To boot, ownership of a studio, such as Loew’s- 
Metro's Culver City lot, doesn’t mesh with their theories anent work- 
ing with independent producers. Krim, Benjamin and the other UA 
pards want the indies to have freedom of movement and this. means 
no studio commitments in distribution-financing contracts. 





Ralph Blank, owner of the Admiral Theatre in Omaha, last week 
agreed to turn all of the proceeds from the first-night showing of 
“Around the World in 80 Days” Aug. 28 over to Childrens Memorial 
Hospital of that city. Move was considered a sharp one, inasmuch as 
the Hospital is a “pet’’ of Omaha's lone daily paper, the World-Herald, 
and it promptly got on the bandwagon with a page one story and an 
editorial—two breaks seldom accorded show biz, Hospital ticket com- 
mittee is getting $10 and $15 for opening-night ducats. 


PREVIEWING JUVENILES | Settlement With Genn 
PRETTY HARDBOILED| Leads to Russfield Inc. 
Minneapolis, Aug. 20. | — Judgment Versus Lloyd’s 


Teenage previewing of movies 
in advance of their theatre show- Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 
In an unusual legal action Russ- 


ings, with the Star newspaper ruD- | 4.14 productions Inc. wag awarded 
ping news stories about them, its| @ judgment for $10,250 plus $900 
own creation, isn't proving the ex- . — fees as an es 
pected unmixed gratis boxoffice |°f an out-of-court settlement of a 
contract dispute with Leo Genn, 
publicity bivssing for the show-| Underwriters of Lloyd's of London, 
houses involved. who issued an errors and omissions 
The reason is that the Star, in | policy on the production “Run for 
its yarns about the prevues, quotes a Sun, vere ae to make 
the opinions of the group's indivi- manne phe oo - ¥ 
dual members. And, it has been |») ee a pe Re my 
found by the newspaper's film ae tage 
editor Deb Murshy, who's in Genn’s indie firm seeking $35,000 
ae > previews, ee dye salary and $5,000 expenses after he 
y seeing the picture for 


oungsters withdrew as co-star charging that 
free, take their assignments too the script had been ehanged with- 
0 themselves fully making 


out his consent. After the 
one —-.. 4 arc imelines | S¢ttlement, Russfield attempted to 
to be over-critical. 


collect from the insurance firm, but 

Lloyd's contended that the situa- 

Plenty of fault was found by the | tion was not intended to be covered 

teenager groups that gave the/under the breach of contract pro- 

once-overs to “Gun Glory” and! visions of the policy. Superior 

“The Pride and the Prejudice,” the | Judge Paul Nourse found for the 
first pictures to be appraised thusly, 
each by a different group, and the 


plaintiffs, 
newspaper used the quotes—verba- 


tim, of course. Stars Shine 


Teenagers in the 15 to 19-vear 
—_ Continued from pase 5 eee 


groups are invited to contact 
Murphy if they wish to be a pre- 
vuer. He selects the names at) licity sweepstakes which emerged 
random from among the applicants. as press agents crowded each other 
The groups also are queried | for newspaper space and public at- 
seqee@ing their favorite performers tention for their clients ad Cary 
eee ee "eweneper pub Grant. Grant, who got off to a 
The 10 who saw “Prejudice” gave | Sow start at his Washington press 
: debut, where reporters had eyes 
only for co-star Loren, was clearly 
the lion of the week in the glamor 


their votes to Marlon Brando; 

Deborah Kerr, George Nader, Gina 
class. Statler spokesmen reported 
greatest number of phone calls and 


Lollabrigida, Maurice Chevalier 
oglers were for the vet film star. 


and Artur Rubenstein. 

Also the “Shangri La,” “Night on | 
alll gy ell Lg |_ Adding to the Grant furore was 
cracker Suite,” “Isle of the Dead” | FTiday (17) night's shooting at a 
and “The Robe” soundtrack bona fide concert at outdoor Water- 
‘ gate, the at peg sa aa show- 
° boat anchored on Poto- 
Film Women’s New Prez mac. An. estimated 9,000 fans 
Dallas, Aug. 20. |jammed seats, the surrounding 
Mabel Guinan has been in-| hills, the bridges, and even moored 
stalled as prez of the Dallas Chap-| their boats near the barge, for a 
look-see at Hollywood in action. 


ter of Women of the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry. Other officers in-| Grant, whe twice greeted audience 











stalled includes Blanche Boyle, first| from stage, showed how to make 
veepee; Rosa Browning, second|friends and influence plenty 
veepee; Thelma Jo Bailey, corre-| people. 


and Mildred Hope, on the other hand, came in 
for his share of attention from 
capital brass. Vice President Nixon 
took him off to play golf with his 
famous constituent, and even made 
a foray to the huge Carter Barron 


sponding secretary, 
Freeman, treasurer. 

New directors include Wilma 
Mitchell, Bess Whitaker, Grace Fol- 
som, Louise Kay, Marilyn Bragg, 
Virginia Elliott, Minna Mae Stevi- 








son and Beth Hull. to see show. 
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cOoR pOR Fe ote | oN 
1600 BROADWAY, NEW yORK 19, N.Y: 
Herman Robbins Circle 6<5700 Geo. F. Dembow 
Chaieman of the Board President 
Omen the 
rman 
| of the Board August 16, 4957 
, Dear Mr. Exhibitor 
; We are pleased to announce our undertaking distribution of 
Branches! MGM trailers Oo” September 4, 1957: 
Albany 
a We pledge our fulfillment of all MGM trailer contracts on all 
evade features in release prior to September 4,1957 at not one penn 
a of increased cost to yOu: irrespective of any future increase in 
icage _ —— a oe > ane : 
Cincinnati film or Jabor costs. 
Cleveland 
bees we pledge our maintaining current MGM trailer prices on all 
On Ee features released after September 1) 4957 indefinitely, subject 
non either to future increase in film oF jabor costs, OF mutually 
ie ne acceptable change in terms- 
Memphis 
Psene We pledge our striving to maintain the high quality of service 
aneapolis 
New Haven rendered by MGM, in addition to providing you with the ad- 
Nw Or yantage of obtaining one more pistributor’s trailers from © 


New York 
. single source of supply: 
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Theatre Mgr. Raps Exhibition’s ‘Hit or 


Miss’ Methods, Urges Full-Time Staffs 


MORE PIX EXTRAS TIP 
VOTE VS. MEX STRIKE 


Mexico City, Aug. 13. 
The larger than ever number of 
film extras tipped the balance in 





Toronto. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Your “Desk Set” story not only 
spotlighted the lack of promising 
exec material on the company lots, 
but also made pointed reference to 
an equally embarrassing situation 
in theatre management. My own 
company (see letterhead) is no ex- 
ception, It, in common with the 
rest of the industry has operated 
its theatres on a hit or miss basis 
for years. a 

Management and Executive train- 
ing is a recognized part of every 
major industry ... but, heaven 
forbid, not the exhibition industry! 
Probably too many of our present 
executives still think we're: here- 
today, gone-tomorrow when toll tv 
and Telemeter (ete.) take their toll. 

To my mind, theatres are poorly 
run (despite some ineumbent com- 
petent supervisors and managers). 
And the reason is simple and ob- 
vious. We don’t realize our own 
importance, We're still “part- 
time.” We have part-time cleaners, 
cashiers, doorman, usherettes. 
only permanent crew are the man- 
ager, caretaker, and operator. 

My feeling is that we can’t fune- 
tion as a major industry on part- 
time help. Our staff in the main 
have their regular jobs which are 
important to them. They're not 
unduly concerned ‘with the opera- 
tion of the theatre . .. just in the 
extra income their labors earn. 
There is no sense of “belonging” 
to the theatre or the industry. 

Our major cireuits could easily 
develop the kind of spirit needed 
to successfully operate theatres... 
just by eteaning house and recog- 
nizing that we can't fool ourselves 
any longer... get out of the penny 
pinching part-time labor market. 
Spend a few dollars by procuring 
a full time staff... and then spend 
a few more and pay them a proper 
wage, a wage commensurate with 
competing industries. 

You speak of glamor in the ex- 
hibition field. It doesn’t even rub 
off on a theatre manager. In my 
own case, I live, breathe and dream 
movies. But I had more “glamor” 
when I ran a fan club for Marilyn 
Maxwell 12 years ago. And I hope 
i run an “Alive” theatre now, and 
1 do have a fair share of “show- 
manship” citations, 

One crying shame of our indus- 
try is that executives and film 
exchange men can't bring them- 
selves to the realization that a 
film's best salesmen could be the- 
atre staff. These execs and their 
publicity men will run screenings 
for their own and their friends en- 
joyment . . . but they must have 
one hard and fast rule”... My 


God, don't invite him... he works | 


in a theatre.” 

In my own case I spend most 
of my nights off trying to kéep up 
with current product (fortunately 
I married another movie fan). I 
do have aecess to home office morn- 
ing screenings ... but then I work 
until midnight almost every night. 
Those few mornings I stay away 
from the theatre I spend with my 
wife and children. 

Our town plays bost to at least 
a couple of sereen and industry 
luminaries every month. There, 
yeu might say, is a chance to get 
some second-hand glamor! Not on 
vour life... we might ruin the 
whole publicity approach my meet- 
ing a celebrity! 

I feel that every theatre man- 
ager should be invited every time a 
publicity junket hits town — 
whether it’s in connection with his 
future picture, or his competitors 
future picture. Furthermore, each 
manager should be able to take 
along a deserving member cr two 
of his staff. They could stand a lit- 
tale glamor too. 

To get back to the main theme 
for a final sentence. Theatre ex- 
hibition would be a much more 
attractive field for career conscious 
young men if only the present top 
echelon got us out of that part- 
time, fly by night category. 

(Signed) . Guess. 





WELLES JOINS MEX PIX UNION 


Mexico City, Aug. 13. 

Orson Welles, at his own request, 
has become an active member of 
Local 49 (directors) of the mighty 
National Cinematographic Industry 
Workers Union (STIC). 

He's directing features 
shorts in Mexico. 


and 


s 
? 


Gate Crasher Hazard 
San Antonio, Aug. 20. 
Boy, aged 12, was in the 
Baptist Memorial Hospital Fri- 


favor of the members’ vote against 
any strike in the film industry for 
the present during a mass meeting 
of practically- all members of the 
50 locals of the National Cinema- 











——_—__—___ | 


Venice Festival’s Newsmen 
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of the busiest festival summers in 
years (Cannes, Berlin, Locarno, 
Cork, San Sebastian, Karlovy Vary, 
Moscow Vichy, Pola, Edinburgh— 
to mention only the ones with in- 
ternational participation), plans to 
outdo them dll with an elzborate 
event spanning art and commerce, 


The 


day (16) with possible internal 
and head injuries received 
when he was struck by an auto 
as he watched a movie at the 
Park Air Drive In Theatre, 
Local police say lad was on the 
ground at the ozoner sitting 
next to a parked car. 

When the car owner started 
his car and drove out, it appar- 
ently struck the youth. 


Italy in Abrupt 
Snub of China 


Venice, Aug. 20. 

Participation of Communist China 
|/in the Venice Film Festvial has 
been officially prohibited by the 
Italian Foreign Ministry. Message 
was transmitted to the Chinese au- 
thorities by the Venice Film Festi- 
val via cable dated Aug. 7. 

Disclosure of Italy’s stand carne 
as a surprise here, as Festival had | 
previously indicated that Red 
China would be welcome in Venice 
again this year—as last year—on 
an unofficial basis, since no diplo- 
matic relations exist between Italy 
and Red China. 

Also pointed out that action on 
the part of the Italo Foreign Minis- 
try comes at a strange time, when 
an Italian pic unit from Astra 
Films is currently in Red China 
filming a documentary feature on 
the Yellow River under the direc- 
tion of Carlo Lizzani. 


tographic Industry Workers Union 
(STIC). The majority felt that any 
strike 
disastrous for all in view of the 
numerous difficulties with which 
the trade is struggling, including 
a sharp drop in biz in most of Latin 
America. 
fluencing factor in film labor. 


studios had best cancel their threat 
to strike because public sentiment 
is with the employers. It is well 
known here that the plants are now 
far in the red. Players, who belong 
to the National Actors Union 
(ANDA), decided to let their move 
for pay hikes rest upon the report 
of auditors who will check pro- 
ducer books. If the check shows 
the producers to be losing coin or 
making little, the actors will with- 
draw their demand. 


Briefs From Lots | 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
M. Kallis, recently an 
film editor at U, has 
Paragon Productions and 
will launch the indie this week 
with “The Hot Angel.” starring 
Jackie Loughery and Ed Kemmer 
. . . May Wynn and Richard Loo 
were cast in featured roles in Al- 
lied Artists’ “Hong Kong Incident” 
which stars Miss Wynn's husband 
Jack Kelly .. . Jack Warden drew 
|a role in “Run Silent, Run Deep,” 
Clark Gable-Burt Lancaster starrer 
for Hecht-Hill-Lancaster ... Ken 
Tobey and Barney Phillips were 
jsigned by Metro for featured roles 
jin “Cry Terror,” which Andrew 
L. Stone is producing and direct- 
ing. 

Greta Thyssen was signed by 
Allied Artists for the femme lead 
in “The Beast of Budapest,” 
Archie Mayo production . . . Max- 
well Shane, who was on the lot 
previously as a writer and later as 
a_ writer - producer - director, was 
signed by U production veepee 
Edward Muhl to a producing con- 
tract .. . Leonard Spigelgass inked 
by George Sidney Productions to 
screenplay “Magic,” which will 
star Mexico's Cantinflas... Ventura 
Productions launched “Plunderers 
of El Dorado,” Vera Ralston star- 
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More Curlicues 
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linson and his supporters listed the 
following: 

The removal of prexy Joseph R. 
Vogel and other officers of the 
company for usurping the powers 
of the board. 

To sever all relations with spe- 
cial counsel Louis Nizer. 

To cancel the Sept. 12 stockhold- 
ers’ meeting. 

To review and determine if it is 
necessary to re-vote the resolutions 
passed at the July 30th special 
meeting, a meeting that has been 
termed a rump meeting by the 
Loew's management. 


in the business would be 


Extras are now an in- 


Sentiment voiced at the meet 
was that unionists employed by the |- 


with a sprinkling of cinema history 
thrown in, 

In its attempt to earn top pres- 
tige among this year’s festivals, 
Venice is somewhat handicapped 
by a sliced budget—result, of the 
recent goverhment change which 
placed Adone Zeli in power. But 
nevertheless, an extensive program 
of side events and parties is 
planned, and the accent will be on 
press relations. 

For this purpose, the press facili- 
ties have again been updated here 
for added convenience of visiting 
scribes (over 600 are expected). 
There'll be the usual work room 
with typewriters in all keyboards 
provided by Olivetti, the phone- 
booth system, plus direct cable and 
press wire facilities—all emana- 
ting from the workroom area in 
the film palace proper, where a 
post office is also handily located. 
Telephoto setup is also available. 
Press material is available in 
various languages, including Eng- 
lish, French, and Italian. A two- 





language bulletin, issued by the 
Festival in combo with ANSA, the 
Italo news agency, will daily give a 
roundup of world and local pic} 
news to all visitors in French and} 
Italian, as well as carry official 
Festival announcements. Five men 


from page 5 


| vision of the UIEC and AGIS, In- 
/ternational and Italian exhib 
bodies, trade shows can be ar- 
ranged. Pix can be trade-screened 
in two Lido Venice pic houses at 
all hours of the day or night, with 
some possible additional showings 
to be held, when available, in the 
three screening rooms of the Festi- 
val Palace. 

In this connection, it is interest- 
ing to note that while only 14 pix 
are in the running for the prizes, 
some additional screening of pix 
of very exceptional interest may be 
held.in the film palace, naturally 
out of competition. These still un- 
listed showings would include (the) 
pix from “young, new. or unusual 
film countries and/or talents,” un- 
able to make the festival proper 
but nevertheless interesting for 
one or another reason. This activ- 
ity, decided upon after a survey of 
other festivals, where the vast 
volume of “interesting” but not 
prize-quality pix often weighed 
heavily on -the time availability of 
spectators and jury, is being run 
under a separate heading of in+ 
formative section” of the Venice 
event, e 

In addition to the opening and 
closing parties given by the Festi- 
val and the Italian government, 
other parties are so far in the 
books for the USA (participating 
with a $9,500 budget via MPEA), 
France, Britain, and Japan, It also 
looks as though the annual gala 
event will be the Volpi Palace ball, 
a vip gttames currently set for 
Sept. 6. Special fashion shows, 








have been placed in charge of this| three so far, are being scheduled 
project. during the Festival with film motifs 
A new press gimmick this year, predominating in them and stars 
will see the gratis daily distribution | 4¢ting as models, etc. 
in rotation to a press list of some | Daily teleshows will emanate 
600 papers throughout the world of | from special studios also located in 
200 daily photos taken at the Festi-| the Film Palace, next to the radio 
val. These pix, taken exclusively) facilities, while video coverage will 
for Festival tse by a brace of Ven-| also include two gala Eurovision 
ice lensers, will be in addition to! direct pickups, one for the opening 
those taken by the horde of pho-| night (25) and the other at the 
togs expected to descend on the finale prize ceremonies, Sept. 8. 
lagoon city for the festival. Finally, among the many physi- 
Press will also join public inj Cl revamps undergone by the Fest- 
using another free Festival service: | ival since last year are the com- 
a consultation office where all info! Pletely new projection installations 
on past Festivals is available, plus| im the main pic auditorium. Here 
photographs of films of the past,|Cimemeccanica has installed two 
since 1932. These will be available, M€W projectors with automatic ra- 
at cost. | tio-changing attachments (both for 
Film Palace on Lido island,! masking and lense switch-overs), 
where daily showings of entries|#% Well as a new 16m projector 
will be held at 5.and 10 pm, the to handie the large number of 
othe . |small-bore governmental films in 


latter the gala showing, seats 1,300,| ’ 
while the outdoor Arena right be-| ‘he documentary section of the 


Mars -| Venice event. The giant film palace 
Seotnae ee ens screen is also completely new and 
called TV Room and in two small! oo tee ® ————- = possible ratios 
screening rooms in the Film) °.,c 0) at — “a tte! 
Palace. Though afternoon screen- ouncements of star partici- 


Both the N. Y. and Delaware 
courts enjoined the Tomlinson 
group from sending out letters for 
the convening of the Aug. 26 spe- 
cial board meeting. The Dela- 
ware court, in issuing its order, 
told the Tomlinson group, in effect, 
that it had to wait for the deter- 
mination of the issues that will be 
presented at the hearing tomor- 
row (Thurs.). The N. Y. court 
based its ruling on the terms of 
the temporary injunction issued 
| last week in N. Y. Supreme Court. 
| The six stockholders supporting 
Tonmilinson, representing $250,000 
worth of shares, said in their peti- 
tion that if they are successful in 
intervening in the injunction ac- 
tion, they want a complaint served 
on them so they can defend the 
action. They claimed their repre- 
sentation had been inadequate and 
that it was mandatory that they be 
allowed to intervene so they can 
present their views. Judge Henry 
Epstein, before whom the petition 





|Kelland novel, 


rer which Joe Kane is directing 
for producer Rudy Ralston. It will 
be released through Republic .. . 
Paramount is negotiating a one- 
picture deal with Claire A to 
co-star in “The Buccaneer” with 
Yul Brynner, Chariton Heston, 
Charles Boyer and Inger Stevens. 

Virginia Grey joins Teresa 
Wright, John Saxon and Sandra 
Dee in “Teach Me How To Cry” at 
U ... Jessica Tandy returns to film 
for a lead role in Walt Disney’s 
“The Light In the Forest”. . . Gia 
Scala will play opposite Audie 
Murphy in U's “Middle of the 
Street”... Aaron Rosenberg 
bought the Clarence Buddington 
“The Artful Heir- 


ing takes care of many scribes, es-| 
pecially those of local dailies with) 
early deadlines, the evening free! 
list is expected to hit 1,000, dis-| 
tributed among vips, delegates,| 
jury, government reps, and critics. | 
That leaves some 300 evening seats 
on public sale (in addition to Arena} 
seats, of course) at some $5 each, or | 
$65 for the entire block of tickets) 
valid for all screenings. Though} 
efforts have in the past been made| 
to control sale of these tabs, they} 
eventually find their way into the} 
grey market for sale to glamour-| 
hungry visitors at prices which | 
have hit $50 each on gala occasions. 


Press area has thi? year been! 


| 


ess,” for his production program} widened to include the Palace’s| 
at Metro . . . Moppet Portland| first floor; where the “casiers” | 
Mason joins her father, James| (mail boxes), to which each scribe 


Mason, in Andrew L. Stone’s indie, 
“Cry Terror” ... Patricia Owens’ 
player pact renewed for a year by 
20th-Fox . . . Morris Ankrus drew 
a rolé in U's “Hemp Brown”. . . 
Denis and Terry Sanders signed to 


is given his key, are located. There, 
he finds his daily program, promo- 
tion material, invites, mail, ete.,} 
in the language he has chosen. 
Rest of selectable press material) 





pation at festivals invariably tend 
to be over-inflated and erratic be- 
fore the events start, hence Venice 
is trying a new approach: promis- 
ing little, hoping to come through 
with a lot before it’s all over. 
Only definite arrival so far, by 
her own announcement, is Joan 
Crawford, whose “Story of Esther 
Costello” is the British entry. 
Currently on a middle-East tour 
with husband Alfred Steele of 
Pepsi-Cola, she’s expected here 
soon after a Roman stopover. 20th 
is hoping to bring over Anthony 
Franciosa (and wife Shelley Win- 
ters) for the “Hatful of Rain” show- 
ing, in addition to co-star. Don 
Murray. The Festival is also 
known to have invited the stars 
of two or three current US pro- 
ductions in Italy: “A Farewell To 
Arms” and “Raw Wind in Eden.” 
which include such names as Esther 
Williams, Jeff Chandler, Carlos 
Thompson, Jennifer Jones, Rock 
Hudson, etc, It is doubtful, how- 
ever, if these will have time to 





pair in Metro’s “Party Girl” .. . 
Raymond Stross will produce Leon 


“nn on SPiean?? is available in the various country) 
was filed, res : script Gamma _ Two-Five for , scl 4 } 
_ a on | Samuel G. Engel at 20th-Fox . . .| and/or pic company stands on the 

. Robert Taylor and Crag Charisse | film palace mezzanine. 
; The space previously taken up by 


| come, and much will devend on pic 
| schedules and availability. Same 


press boxes in a building across| goes for stars of “The RoSes” (Pier 


Top Gourt Test 


—=mumm Conginued from page 5 ee 
asked for a hearing before the Su- 
me Cou 








from the Palace is now oecupied| 
by an elaborate, 3d version of the} 
Film Book and’ Periodical Exhibit} 
in which a world-wide collection of| 
books, magazines, papers, and pam-| 


Uris’ novel, “Angry Hills, for 
|Metro as a Robert Mitchum star- 
jrer, to roll in England and Greece 
| next Spring. 





Angeli, Jack Lemmon, Van Heflin) 
skedded to get under way in Naples 
soon under Richard Quine’s direc- 
tion. Other stars such as Diana 
Dors, Belinda Lee, ete. working 
here, plus’ the whole Italo contin- 


rt. 

As it is being presented to the 
top judiciary body, the Times case 
claims that the Chicago police cen- 
sorship is unconstitutional o1. the 
basis of the first and 14th constitu- 
tional amendments and that the 
charges of obscenity leveled against 
the film are unwarranted. Issues 
of prior censorship rather than the 
principle of censorship are being 
contested in this case. 

The suits, which were repeatedly 
lost in lower courts, are directed 
against the City of Chicago, Mayor 
Daley and Police Commissioner 


Boren’s Latest Ozoner 
Garland, Tex., Aug. 20. 

New Stadium Drive-In Theatre 
has been opened here by Bill 
Boren, former theatre operator in 
Fort Worth. The ozoner has 566- 
ear capacity. This is the 19th the- 
atre opening for Boren. 

The drive-in is equipped with 
Century projectors, Strong Super 
135 lamps, RCA Photophone sound- 
heads and Bausch & Lomb ana- 
morphics. The concession stand is 
a 90 foot combination brick-and- 








‘in the commercial aspects of the 





i O'Connor, board, 


phlets on the cinema in all its 
technical, artistic, or commercial 
aspects is housed. Exhibit was set 
up with the coll:boration of the In- 
ternational Federation of Pub- 
lishers and Editors. 
Visitors and buyers 


gent of course probabilities. 


Peck Up From Usher 


Cameron, Tex., Aug. 20. 

Billy E. Peck has been named 
manager here for Cameron Thea- 
Festival, such as the inevitable| tres succeeding Dean White who 
trades.shows which bring flocks of| recently resigned to enter private 
of buyers from all over the world) industry. 
for an exchange of film wares,| Peck started ushering 11 years 
will this year be coordinated via a| ago at the Milam Theatre here and 
| worked his way up to proiection- 


central office, also located on the , 
first floor of the film palace. Here | ist at the Milam and the 77 Drive- 





interested 





under the jurisdiction and super-' Ins, both of which he now manages. 
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BALTIMORE 
(Continued from page 9) 
(5th wk). Okey $3,000 after same 

last week. 

Film Centre (Rappaport) (890; 
$1.25-$2.25) — “Around World” 
(UA) (35th wk). Great $10,000 
after virtually the same last week. 

Five West (Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25)—“Fernandel Dressmaker” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Nice $4,000 after 
$4,100 last frame. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
50-$1.25)—“Silk Stockings” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Warm $6,000. Last week, 

,000 


Little (Rappaport) (300; 50-$1.25) 
—‘“Noak’s Ark” (Equity) (reissue). 
Smash $6,500. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 50-$1.25)— 
“Night Passage” (U) (3d wk). Fine 
$5,200 after $7,000 in second. 

New (Fruchtman) (1,600; 50- 


$1.25) — “Affair to Remember” | $9,000 


(20th) (4th wk). Neat $6,000 after 
$10,000 in third. 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (410; 50- 
$1.25) — “Bachelor Party” (UA) 
(10th wk). Sturdy $3,000. Last 
week, $3,100. 

Stanley (SW) (3,200; 50-$1.25)— 
“The James Dean Story” (WB). 
Fair $9,500. Last week, “Bambi” 
(BV) (reissue) (2d wk), $9,000. 


‘Band’ Rousing $18,000, 
Buff; ‘Rain’ Solid 136 


Buffalo, Aug. 20. , 
Biz is very steady here currently, 
with two sprightly new pix to help. 
“Band of Angels” shapes big at 
Paramount while “Hatful of Rain” 
is rated solid opening frame at the 
Center. “Bambi” looms sturdy in 
second round at Lafayette. “Pride 
and Passion” is okay in third stan- 
za at the Buffalo. “Around World 
in 80 Days” still is big in 20th week 
at Century. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew) (3,000; 50-$1.50) 
—‘“Pride and Passion” (UA) (3d 
wk). Okay $9,000. Last week, 
$17,000 


Paramount (ABPT) (3.000; 60- 
85’\—“‘Band of Angels” (WB) and 
“Spring Reunion” (Indie). Big 
$18,000 or over. Last week, “Lov- 
ing You” (Par) and “Rock, Rock, 
Rock” (Indie) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Center (ABPT) (2,000; 60-85)— 
“Hatful of Rain” (20th). Solid $13,- 
000. Last week, “Affair to Remem- 
ber” (3d wk), $11,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-85)— 
“Bambi” (BY) (reissue) and “Hold 
That Hypnotist’ (AA) (2d _ wk). 
Sturdy $10,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Century (Buhawk) (1,400; $1.50- 
$3)—“‘Around World in 80 Days” 
(UA) (20th wk). Big $10,000. Last 
week, same. 

Teck (SW - Cinerama) (1,200; 
$1.20-$2.40)\—“Seven Wonders of 
World’ wCinerama) (51st wk). Po- 
tent $7,500. Last week, ditto. 

Cinema (Martina) (450; 60-90)-— 
“Bachelor Party” (UA) (5th wk). 
So-so $1,000. Last week, same. 


BOSTON 


(Continued from page 8) 


and “Tight Little Island” (Indie) 
(reissues). Oke $3,000. Last weck, 
“Figaro, Barber Seville” (2d wk), 
$3,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 75-$1.25) 
—‘Man of Thousand Faces” (U). 
Hot $16,000. Last week, “Night 
Passage” (U) and “Weapon” (2d 
wk), $10,000. 

Metropoltan (NET) (4,357; _ 90- 
$1.25)—"“Band of Angels” (WB) 
and “Destination 60,000" (AA). 
Light $13,000. Last week, “Affair 
To Remember” (20th) (3d _ wk), 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 60-$1) 
—‘Omar Khayyam” (Par) afd 
“Black Tide” (Indie). Fast $13,000. 
Last week, “Delicate Delinquent” 
(Par) and “Hot Rod Bumble” (AA), 


$13,000. 

Pilgrim (NET) (1,100; 65-95)— 
“Giant Claw” (Col) and “Night 
Werld Exploded” (Col) (2d wk). 
Fine $12,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Saxon (Sack) (1,100; $1.50-$3.30) 
—*‘Around World” (UA) (20th wk). 
Last week was big $23,000. In 
ahead, $24,000. 

Trans-Lux (Trans-Lux) (730; 75- 
$1.10) —“‘Happened in Park” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Okay $3,000, Last week, 
$3,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 75-$1.25) 
—‘Jeanne Eagels” (Col) and 
“Woman of River” (Col)? Torrid 
$18,000. Last week, “Silk Stock- 
ings” (M-G) and “Decision Against 
Time” (M-G) (2d wk), $12,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 75-$1.25)— 
“Jeanne Eagels” (Col) and “Wom- 
an of River” (Col). Good $9,000. 
Last week, “Silk Stockings” (M-G) 








and “Decision Against Time” (M-G) 


(24 wk), $8,000, 


Picture G 


-follow. 








‘Eagels’ Torrid 14G, 
Seattle; ‘Rain’ $9,000 
Seattle, Aug. 20. 

Biz sha very strong here this 
stanza. lout newcomer is 
“Jeanne Eagels,” smash at Fifth 
Avenue. “Hatful of Rain” looms 
lofty in first round at Coliseum. 
“Around World in 80 Days” is 
rated immense at Blue Mouse in 
18th session. “James Dean Story” 
is only fair at Music Hall. “Cine- 
rama Holiday 
(17th) round at Paramount, with 
preem of “Seven Wonders” set to 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 
$1.50-$2.50) — “Around World” 
(UA). (48th wk). Immense $13,000. 
Last week, $12,800. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) 1,870; 90- 
$1.25) — “Hatful of Rain” (20th) 
and “The Abductors” (20th). Tall 
,000. Last week, “Rock Hunter” 
(20th), $9,900 in 8 days. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
at gy gr Eagels” (Col) 
an 
Smash $14,000. Last week, “Pride 
and Passion” (UA). (2d wk), $8,800, 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 
$1.25) — “Lost Continent” (Indie). 
Good $4,500. Last week, “Inter- 
lude” (U), $2,700. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90- 
$1.25)\—"James Dean Story” (WB) 
and “Let’s Be Happy” (AA). Fair 


$6,500. Last week, “Tip on Dead 
Jockey’ (M-G) and “Weapon” 
(Rep), $4,200. 


Orpieum (Hamrick) (2,500; 90- 
$1.25)—“Dino” (AA) and “Dragon 
Wells Massacre” (AA). Modest 
$7,000. Last week, “Silk Stockings” 


(M-G) and “Seventh Sin” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $3,200. . 
Paramount (SW-Cinerama) 


(1,282; $1.20-$2.65) — “Cinerama 
Holiday” ‘(Cinerama) (17th wk). 
Superb $18,000 on final week's 
spurt. Last week $15,200. “Seven 
Wonders of World” (Cinerama) 
opens Aug. 21. 


‘Eagels’ Socko 23G, 
Denver; ‘Affair’ 10G 


Denver, Aug. 20. 

“Jeanne Eagels” is having no 
trouble in copping top money here 
this session, and is staying over at 
the Denver. It is landing smash 
coin. “10 Commandments” contin- 
ues big at Aladdin in fourth week. 
“Affair To Remember” still is 
hotsy in third round at the Centre, 
and holds again. “Pride and Pas- 
sion” is fancy in third Paramount 
stanza. “Around World” «shapes 
fine in 14th Tabor round, and stays 
on. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; $1.25-$1.50) 
—"10 Commandments” (Par) (4th 
wk). After 13 weeks at Denham. 
Big $10,000. Last week, $f2,000. 

entre (Fox) (1,247; 70-$1.25)— 
“Affair to Remember” (20th) (3d 
wk). Hot $10,000. Stays. Last 
week, $10,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,428; 70-90) 
— “Beau James” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fair $6,000. Last week, $8,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 70-$1.25)— 





" soared in current | 000. 


“Last Man to Hang” (Col). /$ 


(M-G) and “Affair in Reno” (Rep), 


Oriental (Indie) 4,400; 90-$1.50) 
—*“Affair to Remember” (20th) )5th 
wk). Sweet $15,000. Last week, 


Palace (SW-Cinerama) (1,484; 
$1.25-$3.40) -—- “Seven Wonders” 
(Cinerama) (35th wk). Sizzling 


$40,000. Last week $37,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 65-90)— 
“20 Million Miles to Earth” (Col) 
and “27th Day” (Col). Wow $28.,- 
000. Last week, “Pickup Alley” 
(Col) and “Burglar” (Col) (2d wk), 
$14,000. 

State- (B&K) (2,400; 90- 
$1.80)\—“Jeanne Eagels” (Col). 
Boff $34,000. Last week, “Pride 
and Passion” (UA) (8th wk), 18,- 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.25) 
—*Rising of Moon” (WB) (3d wk). 
Pert $3,000. Last week, $4,500. 

Todd's Cinestage (Todd) (1,036; 
$1.75-$3.50) — “Around World” 
(UA) (20th wk). Capacity $24,800. 


Last te ye ig 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90- 
$1.50)—“Sweet Smell of Success” 
(UA). Smash $35,000. Last week, 
“Love in Afternoon” (AA) (2d wk), 


$18.000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 90- 
$1.50)—“Man on Fire” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Bright $20,000. Last week, 
25,000.% 

World (Indie) (606; 90)—“Dress- 
maker” (Teitel). Nice $3,000. Last 
week, “Invitation to Dance” (M-G) 


Ziegteld (Davis) (435; $1.25- 
$1.50) — “Light Across Street” 
(Davis). Nice $3,000. Last week, 


subsequent-runs. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 
pheum, Four Star, “Loving You” 
(Par) (2d wk); “Fighting Trouble” 
(AA) (2d wk), Orpheum only $11,- 
200; Loyola with Los Angeles, Hol- 
lywood, Ritz, “Rock Hunter” (20th) 
and “Abductors” (20th), $18,400. 

Pantages, State, Ritz (RKO- 
UTAC-FWC) (2,812; 2,404; 1,330; 
80-$1.80)—“Silk Stockings” (M-G) 
(2d wk, Pantages, first for others), 
“Duel in Sun” (DCA) (reissue) 
(State only), “Sweet Smell of Suc- 
cess” (UA) (Ritz only), slow $17,- 
000. Last week, Pantages $8,800. 
State with Hawaii, “Gun Glory” 
(M-G) and “Tarzan Lost Safari” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $9,400. 

Fine Arts, Hawaii, Los Angeles 
(FWC-G&S-FWC) (631; 1,106; 
2,097; 90-$1.50\—“Love Is Splen- 
dored Thing” (20th) and “Three 
Coins in Fountain” (20th) (reissues) 
(3d wk, Fine Arts, Ist for others). 
Slack $9,000. Last week, Fine 
Arts, $2,700. 





Egyptian (UTAC) (1,503; 80- 
$1.80/\—"‘Jeanne Eagels” (Col) (2d 
wk). Good $16,500.: Last week, 
$21,500. 


Downtown Paramount, Vogue 
(ABPT-FWC) (3,300; 885; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Band of Angels” (WB), “Out of 
Clouds” (Indie) (2d wk), D/P only, 


“Living Idol” (M-G) (2d_ wk), 
Vogue only. Fancy $19,000 or 
near. 


Hollywood (FWC) (756; 90-$1.50) 
—*“Rock Hunter” (20th) and “The 
Abductors” (20th) (2d wk). Fine 
$5,500. Last week, with other unit. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 90-$1.25)— 
“Royal Affairs Versailles” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Poor $2,000. Last week, 


“Jeanne Eagels” (Col). Lofty $23,- | $2,300 


. Holds. Last week, “3:10 to 
Yuma” (Col) and “Calypso Heat 
Wave” (Col), $16,000. 

Lakeshore Drive-In (Monarch) 
{1,000 cars; 75)—“Land Unknown” 
{U> and “Female Jungle” (ARC). 
Nice $7,000. Last week, on subse- 
quent-run. 


(Metropolitan) (2,213; 
90-$1.80)—“‘Loving You” (Par) and 
“Fighting Trouble” (AA) (3d wk). 
Fair $3,500, Last week, with an- 
other unit. 

Fox Beverly (FWC) (1,334; 80- 


$1.50)—“Love In Afternoon” (AA) | $19,000 


(3d wk), Okay $3,600. Last week, 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 70-90)— $6,700 


“Run of Arrow” (U) and “Weapon” 
(Rep). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
“Curse Frankenstein” ‘WB) and 
“X Unknown” (WB) (2d wk), $6,500. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 90- 
$1.50)—“Pride and Passion” (UA) 
(3d wk). Fancy $11,000. Last week, 
$14,000. 

Tabor (Fox) (930; $1.25-$2.50)— 
“Around World in 80 Days” (UA) 
(14th wk). Fine $10,000. Stays on. 
Last week, $9,000. 

Vogue Cinema (Sher-Shulman) 
(442; 75-90)—‘“La Strada” (T-L). 
Torrid $2,500. Stays on. Last week, 
“Green Man” (Indie) (3d wk), $900. 


CHICAGO 








(Continued from page 9) 


“Restless Breed” (20th) and “Cour- | wk). Capacity $27,200. Last week, great $34,700. The 70th week was 


Black Beauty” (20th). | 
Sharp $9,000. Last week, “Way to| 
Gold” (20th) and “Black Whip” | 


(20th), $6,500. 
Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50)—| 
” (M-G) (8th ‘a 


age of 


“Silk Stockin 
Neat $8,000.. st week, $8,800. 

MeVickers, (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 
$3.30/\—“10 Commandments” (Par) 
(39th wk). 
week, $24,000. 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 67-87)—) 
“Monster That Challenged World” | 
(UA) and “Vampire” (UA), Socko | 


$7,000. - Last week,“ “Vintage” i 


Four Star (UATC) (865; 80-$1.80) 
—*“King and I” (20th) and “Carmen 
Jones” (20th) (reissues), Small 
$3,000. Last week, with other unit. 
(FWC) (1,908; $1.25- 
$2.40) — “Affair to Remember” 
(20th) (5th wk). Strong $12,500. 
Last week, $13,800. 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 
$1.50-$2.40)—"Pride and Passion” 
(UA) (8th wk). Tidy $8,000. Last 
week, $10,300. 

Warner Hollywood (SW-Cine- 
rama) (1,384; $1.20-$2.65)—“Seven 
Wonders” (Cinerama). Started 11th 
week Sunday (18) after great 
$41,700, last week. 

Carthay (FWC) (1,138; $1.75- 
$3.50/—“Around World”(UA) (35th 


same. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; 
$1.50-$2.30)—"10 Commandments” 
(Par) (40th wk). Stout $17,300. Last 
week, $16,900. 

Canon (Rosener) (533; $1.50) — 
“Grand Maneuver” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Lazy $2,200. Last week, $2,700. 

Crest, Sunset (Lippert-Cohen) 


Smash $25,000. Last | (800; 540: $1.25-$1.50)—“Time of which means house gets in eight | 


Desire” (Indie) (4th wk). Okay 
$4,800. Last week, $7,200. 

Vagabond (Rosener) (390; $1.50) 
—Torero” (Col) (5th wk), Mild 
$4,700. Last week, $4,900. 


‘Dip in Mercury Boosts West End; 
‘Silk Smooth $12,600, ‘Love’ Hot 8¢, 
2d Wk; ‘80 Days Capacity 146, 6th 


London, Aug. 13. 

First runs in the West End took 
a slight dive during the holiday 
weekend, when summer weather 
made a brief return, but the drop 
in the mercury the following week- 
end mere than restored the situa- 
tion. As a result, in many cases, 
new entries are achieving better 
results in their second weekend 
than in their first. 

Outstanding examples of this 
were “Island fn the Sun” at the 
Carlton, where the second frame at 
$13,100 was more than $300 up on 
the opening week; “Silk Stock- 
ings” at the Empire, where the 
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(Continued from page 9) 
tered after Brandts returned it to 
landlord. 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75— 
“Brothers-in-Law” (Cont), Opened 
| Monday (19). In ahead, “Green 
Man” (DCA) (13th wk) was oke 
$5,000 after $6,000 in 12th week. 

Normandie (Trans-Lux) (592; 95- 
$1.80)—"“Last Bridge” (Union). 


Opened yesterday (Tues.). In 
ahead, “Bambi” (BV? (reissue) (5th 





wk-5 days), good $3,300 after/ holdover session was headin 
$ a for 
$8,000 in fourth full week. $12,600 against $12,000 in the initial 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 95-$2)—| week: and “Love in Afternoon” at 


“Man of Thousand Faces” (U) (2d 
wk). First session ended last night 
(Tues.) soared to mighty $40,000, 
giving rousing sendoff to new 
straightfiim policy here. This in- 
cludes $2,000 for preem Tuesday 
(13) night. Looks in for solid run. 
House gets $2 top. Friday, Satur- 
day, Sunday nights. Excellent ad- 
vance campaign plus hoopla of 
elaborate preem obviously heiped 
put this over so big. 


Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 


the Leicester Square Theatre, 
which was set for a stout $8,000 or 
near in second week against $7,400 
in opening stanza. 

“Across the Bridge” at Odeon, 
Leicester Square, was ahead of 
first round with a solid $7,800 in 
in second. “Mo Time for Tears” at 
| Rialto, is heading for smash $4,800 
in initial week. 

Among the holdovers, “Around 
the World in 80 Days” continued at 





$2) — “Curse of Frankenstein” | capacity at the Astoria, in fifth 
(WB) (2d-final wk). Winds up run | week. “Cinerama Holiday” still is 
here tomorrow night (Thurs.), mak-| great in its 80th round at the 


Casino. The UA double bill,“Mon- 
ster that Challenged World” and 


ing nine days for second round. 

Nice $41,000 for 9 days but well 

below opening week's mighty | “The Vampire,” is finishing its 

banal neva te © tar ents eat |fourth Pavilion week with a smash 

had locked booking on “Affair "thea 
tern " (AA) to ope a te 

ith Plata on Friday Gab) | | Astoria (CMA) (1.474: $1.20. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema). (802: 90. | $2:15— Around World in 80 Days” 
$1.80) — “Passionate Summer” | (UA) (6th wk). Capacity as always, 
(Kingsley) (5th wk). Fourth stanza | With $14,000 for 10 shows. 
ended Friday (16) was big $8,000 |, Carlton (20th) (1,128; 70-$2.15)— 
after $7,500 in third, Set to stay -!slard in Sun” (20th) (3rd wk), 
on. Heading for sturdy $12,000 or over. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocke-| Second week was $13,000 slightly 
fellers) (6,200: 95-$2.75) — “Silk | better than opening week. Holds. 
Stockings” (M-G) with stageshow |, Casino (Indie) (1,337; 70-$2.15)— 
(5th wk). Current round winding | “Cinerama Holiday” (Robin) (80th 
today (Wed.) is heading for a Wk). Better than ever at over 
smooth $138,000. Fourth was $147,- | $22,000; 

000. Stays a sixth week, with) Empire (M-G) (3,099; 55-$1.70)— 
“Pajama Game” (WB) set to open “Silk Stockings” (M-G) (2nd wk). 
on Aug, 29. | Neat $12,600 against $12,000 open- 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $1.25-$3.50) | ing sesh. 

—‘“Around World” (UA) (45th wk).| Gaument (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
The 44th session ended yesterday |—“Hell Drivers” (Rank) (3rd wk). 
(Tues.) was capacity $37,100 for 11 | Modest $4,000 or near. Last week 
shows. The 43d week was the same | $4,200. “Operation Red Bull” (Col) 
}for like number of performances. | fo"jows Aug. 15. 

Plaza (Brecher) (525; $1.50-$2)—| Leieester Square Theatre (CMA) 
“Constant Husband” (Indie) (4th | (1,376; 50-$1.70) — “Love in After- 
wk). This week will finish tomor- | noon” (ABP) (2nd wk’. Solid $8,000, 
7 aang po gg ay FF Average $7,400 on opening sesh. 
Third regular week was 800. | reens yey Costello” (Col) 
neat Friant “AA? OP ERS) London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 50- 

Roxy (Nat'l. Th), (5,717: 65- $1.70)—“Monster that Challenged 
$2.50) — “Affair To Remember” bare g's mae The Vampire 
(20th) plus stageshow (5th-final | |; eae out $8,400. Pre- 
wk). This stanza ending tomorrow | “1 of Life” (Col) set as next ple 
(Thurs.) is headed for okay $63, @feun; Salecster Gummse (CLA) 


Fourth was $76,000. “Sun Also | 
Rises” (20th) with new stage line- | (2.200; 50-$1.70—“Across Bridge” 
(Rank) (2nd wk). Likely $17,500. 


up is due in Friday (23). 
State (Loew) (3,450; 78-$1.75)—| Last week, $7,200. Stays third 
with “Man of Thousand 


“Sweet Smell of Success” (UA) | Week, | 
(8th-final wk). Going 8 days in or-) Faces” (Rank) due to preem Aug. 
der to open “Man on Fire” (M-G) | 22. 
on Friday (23), Current week looks! Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) 
like fair $16,000. Seventh was (2,200; 50-$1.70)—"Night Passage” 
) | (Rank). Heading for smash $10,000 
Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.75) — | or near. 
“Doctor At Large” (U) (4th wk).| Plaza (Par) (1,902; 70-$1.70) — 
Third round finished last Saturday “Gunfight at O.K. Corral” (Par) 
(17) was fancy $8,400. Second was/|(2nd wk). Fast $8,500 or near, 
$11,700, Slightly ahead of opening frame. 
Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; $1-| “Loving You” (Par) due Aug. 23. 
$1.50)—-“Escapade” (DCA) (3d wk). | Rialto (20th) (592; 50-$1.30) — 
Second frame finished last Sunday | “No Time for Tears” (ABP). Smash- 
|(18) was fair $4,200. First was | $4800 likely. 
$7, “Four Bags Full” (Cont) | Ritz (M-G) (432: 50-$1.30) — 
}moves in on Sept. 4. “Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 
| Wietoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 50-| (4th wk). Hefty $3,000. Last week 
| $2)—"Hatful of Rain” (20th) (6th | ¢2 7099. 





Estimates for Last Week 











|wk). Fifth session completed yes-| Studio One (APT) (600; 30-$1.20) 
jterday (Tues.) was fine ~$15,000.'_«Song of South” (Disney) and 
| Fourth was $18,000. “Chicago Con-| «co dinia” (Disney). Fair $2.700. 


fidential” (UA) is due in Aug. 30. | Warner (WB) (1.785: 50-$1.70) — 


| Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600;|«prince and Showgirl” (WB) (7t! 
|$1.20-$3.50) — “Seven Wonders" | yy)" Big $9,000 or better. Last 
|(Cinerama) (72d wk). The Tist) . oo, $8,000. “Band of Angels” 


stanza ended Saturday (17) Was | (WB) set to follow Aug. 22. 


[ New York Theatre 





$33,900. This ‘keeps building as it | 
nears end of run here. “Search 
|For Paradise” (Cinerama) opens 
Sept. 24. | 
| World (Times) (501; 95-$1.50)— | 
|“It Happened in Park” (Ellis) (24 | 











wk), First week finished Sunday | RADIO CITY MUSIC WALL 
'(18) was terrific $12,400. Show Rockefeller Center © Ci 6-4600 
here runs less than two hours FRED ASTAIRE - CYD CHARISSE 


wm “SILK STOCKINGS” 





| shows daily, except on Fridays and 

| Saturdays when nine shows are} | gisscesurigJANIS PAIGE-PETER LORRE 

jrun. That is what makes this) fa MGM Picture in CoremaSicnge And METROCOLOR 

poe possible in this bandbox' ond SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 
eatre. . 
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Coast Poll Finds Film Ads ‘Deceptive, | puerto rican 
But 2 Ad-Pubbers Challenge Charges 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 





Local business, civie and re 
ligious leaders by a vote of 35 t 
five found motion picture ads “de- 
ceptive” in a poll conducted by 
KCOP panelist Dan Lundberg in 
connection with a panel discussion 
on “Is Motion Picture Advertising 
Too Suggestive?” 

A two to one majority of those 
polled felt that the tendency to 
play up sex in ads is “bad taste.” 
Roughly the same count felt that 
“some ads employ devices aimed to 
exploit degenerative principles.” 

On the panel, film ad designer 
Saul Bass and David Golding, for- 


mer Hecht-Hill-Lancaster ad-pub 
topper, contended that suggestive 
advertising is not prevalent in the 
industry and such terms as “bad 
taste” and “suggestive” when ap- 
plied to pix ads in themselves 
need definition. 

With moderator Lundberg train- 
ing the studio cameras on eight 


“horrible” examples of “distaste- 
ful” current screen ads, Bass point- 
ed out that with exception of ads 
for “Island in the un,” these ex 
amples were the product of “fringe 
producers” using “harsh exploita- 
tion.” 

Bass added, “This doesn't repre- 
sent the guts of the industry. 
They're terrible and unimaginative. 
They do not attempt to develvop 
the useful standards people should 
have. They confuse sex with love.” 

Golding asserted that covers of 
paperback novels and even of the 
classics are worse than motion pic- 
ture advertising. The film indus- 
try, he declared, is doing some- 
thing to police. its own ad prac- 
tices through the Johnston Office. 
He said of 479 features released in 
1956, ad revisions were required 
on only 4% of the campaigns. 

When Lundberg quoted from a 
letter from a mother who feared 
pix ads would arouse an unwhole- 
some interest in sex in her daugh- 
ter, Bass commented, “She should 
have a frank talk with her daugh- 
ter on sex. Then she'll be equipped 
to deal with what she may see in a 
picture, or in an ad, or in a parked 
car.” 


‘BIG SHOW’ RE-EDITED 
FOR GENERAL PUBLIC 


“The Big Show,” 20th-Fox's 
CinemaScope promotion _ trailer 
originally made for showing to ex- 
hibitors and the press, has been 
edited to 56 minutes, brought up- 
to-date with scenes from recently- 
completed films, and has been 
geared for showing to theatre audi- 
ences. 

The film, according to the film 
company, will be made available 
shortly to exhibitors. 





Buddy Rogers Joined By 
Lowell at Olathe Sept. 1 


Kansas City, Aug. 20. 
Columbia Pictures is bringing in 
Jack Lowel) to make personal ap- 
pearances with Buddy Rogers in 
connection with the premiere of 
“The Parson and the Outlaw” at 
nearby Olathe, Kans., Sept. 1. It’s 
Rogers’ first starrer in 15 years. 
Premiere is being held in connec- 
tion with the town’s centennial 
celebration, the picture playing in 
the Trail Theatre. Rogers and 
Lowell will make p.a.’s there on 
Sunday, and on Monday will take 
part in some centennial celebration 
events. 


Picture is to open in a four-thea- 
tre hook-up in greater Kansas City 
on Wednesday (4), and Rogers and 


Lowell will come to town for p.a.’s 
at these houses—Dickinsen, Glen, 
S Drive-in and Leawood 
Drive-in of the Dickinson circuit, 
which also operates the Olathe 
house 





Guthrie’s Film Assignment 
Stratford, Ont., Aug. 20. 
Tyrone Guthrie, direetor of the 
Stratford (Ont.) Shakespearean 


Festival, will direct a picture ver- 


sion of James Aldridge’s novel 
“The Hunter” to be produced by 
Leonid Kipnis 

“Hunter” a 


Outdoor sequences will be filmed 


in Northern Canada, with indoor 
to be shot in Toronto or 


action 
Montreal. 


northern fur trap- 
ping story, was published in 1951, 


. 
. Santa Claus in August 
Kansas City, Aug. 20. 

Motion Picture Assn. of 
Greater Kansas City last week 
played host to 1,800 children | 
from community centers and 
orphanages in the metropol- 
itan area. Event Aug. 13 was | 
another in the series of bene- | 
fits the association has staged 
for children here: 

Children were delivered in 
buses arranged for by various 
businessmen cooperating with 
the association. Special show- 
ing of “Bambi” was held at the 
Uptown Theatre. 

Party was billed at “Santa 
Claus im August,” with the 
lead role being played by Joe 
Redmond, Fox Midwest pub- | 
licity director, who actually 
suited up in the red cloth and | 
white whiskers. Guests were | 
all under 14 years of age. j 


j 
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Not All Actors Studio 
Alumni Wear Dungarees; 
Steiger Gives Lowdown 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
The tendency to lump all prod- 
uct of Actors’ Studio together was 


decried by Rod Steiger, one of the | 
more prominent alumni, with the | 
statement, “Not everyone who be- 
longs to the studio wears dun-| 
garees.” Steiger, in town for role. 
in Metro’s “Cry Terror,” points to_ 
Kim Stanley, Maureen Stapleton, | 
Lee J. Cobb, Arthur Kennedy and 
Eve Marie Saint, all devotees of | 
“The Method,” as “all different | 
types.” 

Actually, the Studio was formed 
for two purposes, Steiger observed. 
First was to afford actors a chance | 
to practice their craft under the 
critical scrutiny of drama coach | 
Lee Strassberg. Second, and less 
publicized purpose, was practical | 
effect of supplying producer-direc- | 
tor Elia Kazan with an easily- 
available talent pool. ‘With shoot- 
ing costs running perhaps $40,000 
a day, Kazan can save himself, 
two or three — of shooting, be- | 
cause all the Studio people know. 
each other and don't need a ‘break- | 
ing-in’ period,” he comments. 

Television affords a character ac- 
tor an opportunity to “stretch” and 
exercise his talents in off-beat 
roles, thus escaping the Hollywood 
tendency to type-cast, Steiger 
feels. His present  per-picture 
price is $75,000 (a long way from | 
the $50 weekly he got in early days | 
of tv, he admits), but he’s willing 
to accept less for a “challenging” 
tv script. For instance, his sec- | 
ond telefilm, a “Schlitz Playhouse” | 
biog of electrical genius Charles | 
P. Steinmetz, was done far below 
his normal asking price, Steiger 
discloses. 

However, he doesn’t make a 
practice of lowering his asking 
price very often, he goes on, “be- 
cause there are people in this town | 
who will take advantage of you if) 
they can.” 


‘IC C’s, Chaplin Opus Up 
For High Italo Rating 


Rome, Aug. 13. | 

Two pix, Paramount’s “10 Com-' 
mandments” and Cineriz’ “A King. 
In New York,” latter starring Char- 
lie Chaplin, are to date being con- 
sideréd for “exceptional” rental | 
rating under the recently signed | 
AGIS-ANICA xhib-distrib pact.) 
This rating is valid for two years.| 
Others are expected to be submit-' 
ted in the near future. Under the 
renewed legislation, each distrib, 
organization is entitled to name 
one pic from its upcoming release 
slate for “exceptional” status mean- 
ing it can negotiate rentals above | 
the normal 50% top in this country. 
A board made up of officials of 
AGIS, ANICA, AUNDF and ANEC 
decides on the acceptability of the 
product submitted in this category.) 
Make-up of board, which is pre-| 
sided over by Nicola de Pirro as| 
Director of Entertainment, was, 
subject of considerable controversy 




















accepting the present setup. 


j}to seek a studio manager. 





Continued from page 3 eee 


will have a 25-acre backlot which 
will have permanent Latin Ameri- 
can Spanish, African, and South 


| Seas setups. Cowan considers the 
| Puerto Rican climate, which has 
|an all-year-round temperature of 
| between 75 and 80, as ideal for 


outdoor shooting. 


Plans for the studio have already 
been completed by the New York 
architectural firm of Von Der 
Lancken & Lundquist. Several 
sites in San Juan area are being 
considered, including the Dorando 
Beach section where the Rockefel- 
lers recently completed a golf 
course and a country club hotel. 
The studios, which will be known 
as Commonwealth Studios, are ex- 
pected to be ready for operation 
by March, 1958. 

Cowan, currently in New York, 
leaves for Hollywood next week 
He's 
already held preliminary talks with 
Henry Henigson, Cowan will be 
accompanied to the Coast by an 
architect who will resgarch ,the 
technical phases of studio opera- 
tion. Cowan hopes to lure -United 
States and Latin American tech- 
nicians to Puerto Rico. The tech- 
nicians, if they become’ residents, 
will be given dividends on the stu- 
dio operations. These dividends, 
it’s said, are tax exempt. In ad- 
dition, P. R. technicians will be 
trained. The University of Puerto 
Rico plans to establish a course 
for the motion picture training of 
young people from all over Latin 
America, 

Cowan feels that the P. R. studio 
will provide the answer to the 
charges made by the Hollywood 
craft unions against runaway pro- 
duction. All the craft workers will 
be unionized, he maintains. Puerto 
Rico, he feels, too, will provide a 
less expensive location site since 
transportation costs will be less 
and there will be no necessity of 
bringing in technicians from Hol- 
lywood. Cowan notes, however, 
that Hollywood companies coming 
in for a one or two picture deal will 
not receive the tax exemption that 
the studio or the studio’s own pro- 
duction activities will receive. 

Cowan envisions the Puerto 
Rican studio becoming the center 
of a Latin American film industry 
which will vie for the world mar- 
ket with pictures made in English. 

The producer pians a program of 
six pictures beginning next March. 
He hopes te start with “Ballad of 
San Juan,” a musical to be filmed 
entirely in Puerto Rico. This will 
be followed by “Bolivar and Manu- 
ela,” which will be filmed on loca- 
tion in South America, with studio 
work being done at the new P. R. 
motion picture center. 








—— 


Mex Tourists 


Continued from page 1 eee 


disaster. Only two top hotels 
here, the Continental Hilton and 





jthe Bamer, suffered any notable 


material damage, but that was in- 
sufficient to place them on the 
scrupulously selected unsafe list 
that the city government compiled 
of 35 buildings hard hit by the 
temblors. Hotels here claim they 
have succeeded in selling foreign 
visitors on the safety of their es- 
tablishments in particular, and of 
Mexico City in general. Cancella- 


tion of reservations by Americans 


was only 112%. 

The department announced the 
Bank of “Mexico had fixed tourist 
spending at $204,300.000 for the 
first five months of this year, 
$24.000,000 better than the like pe- 
riod of 1956. 





Tent 11’s Hospital Goal 


Washington, Aug. 20. 

Tent 11 of Variety Clubs Inter- 
national 
raise $200,000 toward the cost of a 
new research building at the Chil- 
dren’s Hospital in Washington. 

The hospital has long been the 
favorite project. Since 1940 local 


Variety has raised over $135,000; But neither ought it advertise a 


for the institution. ‘This includes 
$116,000 for the Carter Barron out- 
patient clinic, named for the late 
D. C. Loew's exec. A plaque to 
Barron, on the clinic wall, will be 
unveiled shortly. 


Since its beginning in 1934, Va-. tors 


in the recent rental negotiations,| riety Club of Washington has| Against them some critics are 
with the Yank contingent finaily| raised over $500,000 for various} kind, sometimes too kind. 
Alexander Upenieks. 


j charitable causes, 


jis bad to another. 
has committed itself to | 


Wednesday, August 21, 1957 


Amusement Stock Quotations 


For Week Ending Tuesday (20) 


N. Y. Stock Exchange 


1957 Net 
High Low Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
in 100s High Low Close for wk. 
1714 11% ABC Vending 26 151% 14% 15 +% 
247%, #18 Am Br-Par Th 184 19% 18 18% —1%%8 
36% 29%% CBS “A” ... 99 30% 293% 295% — 58 
3542 285s CBS “B” . 113 30 2858 29% — 8 
2042 17 Cal Pix ..... 2 195§ 19 19 — “s 
195g 1336 Decca ..... 128 191g 1814 1834 — M% 
115 8134 Eastman Kdk. 121 102°4 93 101 + 4 
452 3% EMI : . 245 4%4 4°38 414 — %& 
1038 7°— List Ind. 74 83 82 8% —_ 
22 1742 +~Leew’s 0 18\2 1758 17% — %& 
918 724 Nat. Thea. .. 106 82 8°8 82 — 
36% 28% Paramount .. 52 3453 3242 3212 — % 
18*8 1416 Philco . 157 15°38 14%4 15 — 38 
40  & - ane 295 35° 3358 3<12 + % 
814 514 Republic 35 6'8 6 6 —%4 
134% _11% Rep., pfd. ... 9 115% 11% 11% — ts 
1812 14% Stanley War. 69 17 16/2 1634 — \s 
29% 2544 Storer 17 2314 258 25% — %& 
3034 221% 20th-Fox . 87 7 2558 26 — 78 
25%8 215¢ United Artists 91 23 215% 22 — %4 
30% 235@ Univ. Pix... 9 23 2674 26% —1'4 
73 6812 Univ. pfd. *20 B58 68'2 . 68% —% 
287%, 22 Warner Bros. 48 22 21 21% — ls 
121% 91% Zenith ...... 43 114% 108% 110% —414 
American Stock Exchange 
41 27% Allied Artists 39 328 3% 3% —_ 
10% 8 All’'d Art, pfd 5 8 8 8 —%M% 
1134 9% Asso. Artists 146 101% 934 9% —™% 
1% 5g C&C Tele.. 343 1 a) 15/16 + % 
6% 454 DuMont Lab 60 45% 42 4% —&% 
458 2'4 Guild Films . 20 3 28 3 + % 
9% 7 Nat'l Telefilm 110 854 86 844 —\% 
9 314% Skiatron . 258 8 714 8 + % 
834 534 Technicolor... 106 5% 512 534 — % 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
BEE watintiels tae sted b6000 nebeska 56 “= 
Chesapeake Industries eeeeee reer eeeeeere 2 2% —_ lp 
Cinerama Inc. ee eee eeeeewereeee 1'4 1% o- 
Cinerama Prod. see eeeeeceeebeeeeres 2'2 27% —% 
DuMont Broadcasting ............++se+05 85% 9% os 
EE esd svececcsvccess otetien, ee 2%4 —%M% 
SE EEE cc wccncccccceccocccccesese STM 1% + M% 
EEE bs ccclkuc cocccecccecccccsensese Me 190 — 23 
UW. A. Theatres .cccccccccccccsccccccess. & 45% —M% 
WEE cnc ncdctciccocsns coccetspesc’ mee 245% — 


* Actual Volume. 








Bronx, N.Y. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

As an ordinary moviegoer I'd 
help’ to find an answer to the 
question: “Are the Film Critics 
Really so Important?” 

Our film critics, because of their 
different and often contrary criti- 
ques, are creating a problem not 
only Yor flim producers but also 
for us—moviegoers. It is just im- 
possible to form an opinion of a 
picture by reading the reviews of 
more than one critic. The critiques 
about the game picture run from 
“excellent” to “bad.” 

When I wanted to get an opinion 
of Marlon Brando's acting in 
“Julius Caesar” I found out that he 
was the only one real Roman in the 
cast and also that he even did not 
resemble a Roman. As for Mari- 
lyn Monroe in “The Prince and 
Showgirl.” Rose Pelswick in N.Y. 
Journal American writes, “, . . she 
(M.M,) steals the acting honors 
away from her co-star (Laurence 
Olivier).” But the critic of Time 
mag writes, “It also leaves her 
(MM) ankle-high to such giants of 
the theatre as her fellow perfor- 
mers, Producer-Director Laurence 
Olivier and cloud-capped Dame Sy- 
bil Thorndike.” 

So what kind of help is getting 
the moviegoer from the critics 
when he wants to choose a picture? 

Most of us suppose that we know 
the meaning of “bad” and “good,” 
but we see words: excellent, good, 
fair and bad used by different cri- 
tics in estimation of the very same 
picture. What is good to one critic 
We have seen 
that pictures like “Trapeze” and 
“Island in the Sun” criticized se- 
verely by some critics, but appa- 
rently moviegoers liked them. 

The motion picture industry 





| best sellers to be classics, all films 


should not be afraid of critics. 


mediocre picture as a great one. 
Nor can the industry dictate to film 
critics even if some critics ask all 
composers to be “Beethoven, all 


to be the works of art, and all ac- 
to be Laurence Oliviers. 





(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 


‘UNITED PAR PARTNERS, 





REBUILDS HURON, S.D. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 

During the past few years 
United Paramount in this territory 
(Minnesota Amusement Co.) has- 
been relinquishing theatres, failing 
te renew leases, converting to com- 
mercial purposes or selling. And 
the circuit now is down from a 
high of more than 80 to 39 houses. 
But two current moves indicate it 
hasn't given up entirely on exhibi- 
tion. 

Charles Winchell,, its president- 
general manager here, reveals a 
new completely fireproof theatre 
of modern stadium type design will 
be built on the site of the Huron 
theatre, Huron, S. D., which was 
destroyed by fire last January. D. 
J. Harris of Highmore, S. D., and 
Paramount will lease and operate 
the house, 

Construction will start immedi- 
ately and the 650-seat theatre is 
ex to be ready for fall open- 
ing. Cost of the showhouse is not 
being mentioned. Karl’ Horton, 
former projectionist at the old Hu- 
ron, will’ be manager. Mike Be- 
zenek, an usher who was cited 
along with Horton for heroism in 
rescuing some 500 children at the 
time of the fire, will be offered the 
assistant manager post. 


French Features Multiply 


French film production is head- 
ing for record levels in 1957, ac- 
cording to the French Film Office 
in Got For the first six 
months of this year, 63 films were 
underway as against 52 during the 
comparable period in 1956. 

Use of color in the French films 
showed a definite drop, accounting 
for 22% of the total. In 1956, 
color content of the French out- 
put ran to 50%. Counter to the 
trend in the U.S., the majority of 
the 63 films were based on orig- 
inal scripts (37) while a lesser num- 
ber were taken from novels (19). 

Matching the activity in France, 
release of French films in Man- 
hattan theatres this summer has 
hit a high, though none have made 
much of a b.o. dent. 
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Desi & Lucy's 75-Min. 


When Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz tee up the first of their five 


hour shows for Ford on CBS-TV 


lished a time formula unprecedented in radio or television. The 
show will run for 75 minutes unless CBS and U. S. Steel reverse 


themselves on an earlier committa 


What gives the unique arrangement its odd twist is that it will 


not only go beyond its scheduled 
minutes away from the adjacent 


running time to 45 minutes. Both U. S. Steel and CBS have con- 


sented to the unorthodox schedul 
Precedental action stems from 


show edited to 75 minutes can’t be cut without crippling the con- 
tinuity. After seeing the runoff, Cornwell Jackson, teeveepee of the 


J. Walter Thompson agency, was 


for the additional time was immediately made to CBS. Others who 
have seen the first Desilu issue echo the sentiments of Arnaz and 
Jackson that any further editing would vitiate the story line, 
which has to do with the first meeting of Desi and Lucy and the 
events leading up to their eventual partnership. 

Ford is said to be more than willing to assume the extra time 


charges considering that the show 
budget in excess of $300,000. The 


show to consume 75 minutes and taking away 15 minutes from the 
established hour pattern of U. S» Steel also figured in approving 
the unique arrangement. Also an oddity in tv is the 45-minute 


dramatic show. 


The first show, now ready for airing, is still without a title. 
Understood it will carry an identity other than “I Love Lucy.” 


‘Little DuMont Network’ Continues 
With Hearings Despite 56 Daily Rap 


Show Pattern 


come. fall they will have estab- 


60. minutes but take the first 15 
U. S. Steel Hour to reduce its 


ing. 
the insistence of Arnaz that the 


inclined to agree and a request 


in its present form represents a 
publicity value of being the first 





Washington, Aug. 20. +— 


Although it has cost about $75,- 
000 already, the DuMont station, 
WTTG-TYV, here, is planning to con- 
tinue telecasting the Senate hear- 
ings on racketeering in labor and 
management when they resume 
after their expected recess this 
week. The hearings, which run 
from five to six hours a day, are 
being carried without commer- 
cials. 

A “little” network of five sta- 
tions now carries the héarings live 


Walker's Gusher 
Washington, Aug. 20. 

“It couldn’t happen to a 
more deserving guy,” staffers 
at the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission were saying 
last week on learning that for- 
mer Chairman Paul Walker 
struck oil on a farm in Okla- 
homa on which he holds min- 
eral rights. 
Walker, who now lives in re- 
tir t Norman, Okla., 





(no kinescopes are made). Besid 

WTTG, the program is fed to the 
DuMont station, WABD-TV, in New 
York; WPFH-TV in Wilmington, 
Del; WATR&TV in Waterbury, 
Conn., and WGLV-TV in Easton, 


Pa. <A radio station in Illinois 
joined the network yesterday 
(Mon.). 


Despite the $5,000 a day expense, 
James Bonfils, WTTG’s manager, 
feels the service is paying off in 
attracting viewers to- the station 
and that it is “well worth” its cost. 
The program is making a big con- 
tribution toward establishing 
WTTG as a “community” station, 
a policy instituted about the time 
DuMont purchased radio station 
WNEW in Philadelphia. 

Station has received nearly 2,000 


(Continued on page 40) 


CBS-TV Sets 
Oberon Series 


Looks as if “Assignment: For- 
eign Legion,” CBS Television Filnr} 
Sales’ Merle Oberon starrer which 
has been a top rating entry in 
Great Britain since the first of the 
year, will find a berth on American 
tv after all. CBS-TV has signed 
with its film subsidiary to buy the 
series for use in its Saturday at 
10:30 sustaining slot in the fall. 

Transaction is more than a 
bookkeeping arrangement, since 
the~show was actually produced 
(in England and North Africa) out 
of CBS Film Sales funds and by 
the subsid, rather than via the net- 
work programming coffers. Film 
Sales has had some trouble land- 
ing sale directly to an advertiser 
because of sponsor fears that the 
show may be controversial in light 
of France's trouble in Algeria, but 
the network doesn’t feel that way 
and believes it’s a hot property. 

Deal on “Legion” is conditional 
on a cancellation of Jimmy Dean 
in the 10:30-11 period. Hazel 
Bishop has the Dean show for the 
summer, but isn’t expected to re- 
new (with Dean then moving -into 
Saturday afternoon). a 
would then move in as a sustainer, 
with the tentative starting date of 
Sept. 21. Deal is subject to can- 





cellation if CBS ean sell the 


bought the farm 43 years ago, 
sold it, but held on to the sub- 
surface rights. These rights 
are now estimated to be worth 
at least $170,000. The first well 
is producing 75-100 barrels an 
hour. 


Martin & Lewis 
(Separate Acts) 
Set on GM Spec 


Bean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
will be reunited under the same 
spec umbrella next season, but 
aside from the fact that they'll 
beth be appearing in the same two- 
hour tv extravaganza (General 
Moters’ 50th anniversary Jubilee 
show on NBC-TV Nov. 17),*that’s 
as far as the reuniting will go. 
They're being booked far separate 
acts as part of the all-star lineup 
which will represent one of the 
— one-show talent nuts thus 
ar. 

As an indication of the kind of 
coin being tossed around, Gwen 
Verdon, star of the “New Girl In 
Town” Broadway musical, has been 
booked for two songs. Fee: $20,000. 

Helen Deutsch has been signed 
as writer for the show, which is 
designed as a musical cavalcade “to 
recall a half-century of the most 
popular American tunes.” : 


BEAT THE CLOCK’ 
AS SIX-A-WEEKER 


“Beat the Clock,” due to start as 
a CBS-TV daytime strip in a couple 
of weeks, will become a six-a-week 
affair on Oct. 6, when the show 
moves into the Sunday 6 to 6:30 
p.m. slot in addition to its week- 
day 2 to 2:30 setup. - 

The Goodson-Todman perennial 
will repace -“The Last Word,” 
which has been occupying the time 
slot during the summer. CBS has 
no intention of scrapping “Word,” 
however; show will move into 
either the early Sunday afternoon 
period (its previous time slot), or 
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FORTUNES RIDE 
ON NEW SEASON 


By BOB CHANDLER 

The new television season, only 
two weeks away, may shape up as 
dull stuff for the viewing audience, 
but for the television industry it 
could ‘be one of the more exciting 
intramural years for the medium, 
and '58-'59 promises to go down as 
the most bitterly competitive pro- 
gramming year in history, with 
reputations as well as millions rid- 
ing on every rating point. 
What makes the new season so 
special in terms of industry in- 
fighting is the fact that NBC-TV 
is starting virtually from the 
ground up with its fall schedule in 
the face of immensely sharpened 
competition from ABC. The cast 
of characters attached to this 
rivalry sharpens the intrigue, what 
with Bob Kintner mapping the 
NBC strategy following his far- 
from - amicable departure from 
= and Leonard Goidenson & 

0. 
Kintner, it’s said, will ride or 
fall on the »-sults he achiéves this 
fall. While the same can’t be said 
for Goldenson, there’s no question 
but that he’s on the spot in light 
of the millions he and v.p. Ollie 
Treyz have poured inte new pro- 
gramming. Accentuating the per- 
sonai drama is the pre-season talk 
that the mid-season cancellation 
— this year is going to be a 
illy. 


FOR SUP 


REMACY 





Hub AM-TV Demonstrates How To 
Meet Newspaper Strike Emergency 


+ 





Mad Rush for FM 


Washington, Aug. 20. 

Something of a boom in FM 
developed last week when ap- 
plications were filed with the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission for establishment of 
five new stations. 

The outlets are for Phila- 
delphia, Detroit, Cranston, 
R.1., Mt Washington, N.H., and 
San Bernardino, Calif. Indica- 
tions are that interest in trans- 
mitting specialized services 
to paid subscribers, via multi- 
plex, is stimulating frequency 
modulation. 


15 Top Stars Into 
Martin Slot As 
Deal Blows Up 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Dean Martin's refusal to go along 
| with Liggett & Myers (on behalf 
of its Oasis menthol cig) request 
| that he hike the number of his 
shows from 10 to 13 has resulted 


in the collapse of negotiations for 








? 


Beyond the matter of personali-| the singer-actor to star in a half- 
ties, there’s the very real. competi-| hour vidfilm series Saturdays at 9 
tive hassle on which the results of |on NBC-TV. 
the new season may have an effect; Instead, McCann-Erickson agen- 
for years to come. This is the year; cy, which will produce the series 
that NBC's going to have to make | (alternating with Max Factor’s 
it—it's lost too much ground to} Polly Bergen show) will do a 20- 
CBS in the past couple of seasons,| week season of “one-man shows” 
and to ABC too, for that matter. | with the cream of the tv crop, Terry 
Similarly, ABC has been shouting | Clyne, tv topper for McCann-Erick- 
its co-equal status for a couple of| son, is currently in Hollywood, 
years now, and this is the season| along with NBC-TV program’ vee- 
when the chips are down, since | pee Manie Sacks and MCA's Sonny 
ABC preferred this year to put up| Werblin, lining up prospective 
rather than shutting up. headliners far the series. 

Every Night a Danger Area All told about 15 stars will be 

Newness of the comparative ysed, each doing a 25-minute solo 
schedules makes every night in turn. Dean Martin will do either 
the week a danger area, with no) four or five shows. Sought forthe 
network safe with a proven com-| series are such names as Eddie 
petitive edge. Here are some of| Fisher, Frank Sinatra, Harry Bela- 
the more intriguing competitive | fonte, Elvis Presley, Milton Berle, 
areas as they now shape up: | Jimmy Durante, Betty Hutton, Kay 

Monday—All shook up. NBC | Starr, etc. 
will be putting its western boots! QOne-man show rotating talent is 
forward in the 8 to 9 period in an designed to “bring a top night club 
effort to crack the CBS “Burns &| act into the home,” says Clyne. 
Allen”-“Talen. Scouts” strangle-| Martin’s beef was that in addi- 
hold, via “Restless Gun” 
“Wells Fargo.” At 9 another in-| starring in two NBC specs plus the 
teresting battle shapes between | two-hour General Motors spec in 
CBS’ Danny Thomas and NBC's! November, and he felt too many 

(Continued on page 40) half-hours would be too much tv. 





The Mourning of Bill Swasey 


Atlanta, Aug. 20. | cupied in the hearts of Atlanta tv 

They buried Bill Swasey in Ba- 
tavia, 
Atlantans mourned the untimely board operators were kept busy 





sonality who had won their hearts) followers wanting to know his con- 
in the few years he had been on the, 
Atlanta scene. monitored. News announcers and 

Swasey, 29, died in Loudoun! disk jockeys were equally solici- 
County Hospital, Leesburg, Va.,| tous and kept their listeners in- 
from injuries received in a auto-| formed as fast as they received 
moblie accident Aug. 5. Swasey | any news. But, Bill Swasey didn’t 
on vacation, was driving to Geneva, | have a chance. His skull was frac- 
N.Y., to join his wife, Janice, and tured, he suffered a brain concus- 
twin daughters, Linda and Carol, | sion, severe chest injuries and a 
when the fatal crash occurred near | punctured lung. 


Lucketts, Va. A native of New England, Swasey 


and | tion to the half-hour series, he was | 





death of the young television per-| answering 1,000 calls per day ood 


By GUY LIVINGSTON 


Boston, Aug. 20. 

What happens when newspapers 
black out and radio-tv is called on 
to fill the breach is being graphi- 
cally illustrated here with no Hub 
newspapers since Aug. 9 in the 
mailer’s strike. For the first time 
radio personnel had brought home 
with impact what the newspapers 
give in public service. 

Switchboards were jammed with 
calls ranging from “what is high 
tide time at Revere?” to Ted Wil- 
liams’ batting average. Picture 
exhibitors, department stores, 
night clubs all swamped radio and 
tv stations with advertising an- 
nouncements. Radio and tv sta- 
tions stepped up their newscasts, 
printed news sheets, set up bill- 
boards for news bulletins on the 
Boston Common. 

The newspaper blackout caught 
radio and tv stations totally unpre- 
pared and the two mediums were 
slow to grasp the situation, figuring 
evidently it would be a two or 
three-day deal, but when the strike 
continued into its second weekend 
(17-18), the competitive rush was 
on for_the lush newspaper adver- 
tising budgets. 

Prime time wert fast with film 
exhibitors and department stores 
| snapping up deals offered early in 
the running. WBZ-TV offered 24 
tv slide spots for $600 to adver- 
|tisers in the early days of the 
\strike. While radio reaped a 
| bonanza with most of the advertis- 
|ing money pouring in, the music 
stations made no effort to cut their 

record spinning sessions. They just 
upped their newscasts. 
| Although some stations pulled 
‘in newspaper columnists and 
| writers for news commentaries, no 
| one station plunged into full news 
|coverage. Educated guesses were 
}that any one station that could 
|have set a format of news, obits, 
| sports, meetings, etc., all day and 
| repetitively, with ad announce- 
(Continued on page 40) 











‘Pact Ist Sponsor 


For ‘Wagon Train 


| NBC-TV has drawn first sales 
blood on its high-priced Wednesday 
night “Wagon Train” series. Web 
has signed the Drackett Co. (Win- 
| dex, ete.) for sponsorship of 13 al- 
| ternate-week half-hours on the 
| western. Unusual aspect of the 
| deal is that Drackett will take six 
of its alternate weeks in the fall 
and the other seven next spring. 
Deal was set via Young & Rubicam. 

Drackett business still leaves 
seven-eighths of the show still to 
be sold. One possible prospect is 





| viewers. During the full week that| procter & Gamble, for its new Ti 
N.Y., Wednesday (13) and, Swasey lingered WSB-TV's switeh-| Top Peanut Butter. A 


There’s no 
deal yet, but NBC and P&G talk- 
ing possible sponsorship, with one 
consideration whether P&G will 


| 


dition, On one day 3,000 calls were! have full national distribution on 


the product in time for fall spon- 
sorship. Another prospect being 
pitched at is Pan American World 
Airways. 


N.Y. News After 25 Yrs. 


Sid Shalit is resigning as news 








Swasey was a mémber of Holy| was graduated from Hobart Col- 
Trinity Episcopla Church in near-| lege, Geneva, N.Y., in June, 1952 


editor of the radio-tv department 


by Decatur, Ga., where he made} He started his radio career with) of the New York Daily News after 
his home. A resolution passed by, WBTA, Batavia, in 1947, specializ-| nearly 25 years with the paper. 
the Four Square Men's Sunday) ing in reporting sports events. He' Moving up into his spot will be 
School Class at Druid Hills Baptist! also had been on the staff of) Kay Gardella, currently a reporter, 
Church mourned the “untimely) WGVA, Geneva. | critic and feature writer in the 
death of one of our favorite tv per- Swasey joined WSB-TV’s staff/ department, with Matt Messina 
sonalities with a future as bright) in 1953 and only recently started a) moving into Miss Gardella’s assign- 
as tomorrow.” half-hour weekly show on Sundays | ment. 

Dr. Louie Newton, pastor of the | entitled “This Week With Bill] Shalit has been the News’ No. 2 
church, said the citywide mourning, Swasey.” He also appeared with|man in the radio-tv setup for 
for Swasey is “a tribute to his pro-| Ray Moore on WSB-TV's “News |years, under senior critic Ben 
fessional ability and to the quali-- room” at 10:30 p.m. Mondays/Gross. He's departing the news- 
ties of his personal life. We have through Fridays. Moore flew to Vir-| paper to go into the music busi- 
suffered an irreparable loss, but| ginia to be with Swasey after the| ness in an exec capacity with an 
our lives are richer from having) accident. His father, Dr. Carroll indie record label. Resignation 
known Bill Swasey.” | Swasey, a Batavia physician, his|takes effect i the end of the 

These tributes were indicative of wife and his uncle also were at his; month, timed to the return of Miss 








slot within the next week. «~~ 


possibly into the Saturday 7 to 7:30 
slot. 


the warm spot that Bill Swasey oc bedside when he died. Gardella from vacation. 
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ANA Stirs Up a Rhubarb: How 
Adamant Are TV Networks Qn 
52-Week Sponsor Commitments? 








Television networks, by iow ac-+ 


customed to charges of alleged re- 
strictive practices by Government 
and Congress, got some from a new 


source last week, the advertising 
fraternity. In a curiously worded 
press release, the Assn. of National 
Advertisers declared that 69. of its 
members replying to a survey on 
52-week time contracts had indi- 
cated that in 67 out of 84 cases, 
they were required to make a firm 
52-week time commitment with the 
three networks, 

At the same time, ANA reported, 


the respondents cited 17 instances 
in which they were able to sign 
for 26, 35 or 39-week time con- 
tracts, The survey was undertaken, 
ANA stated, “because at a recent 
meeting .. . it became apparent 
that some advertisers were under 


the impresion that a 52-week facili- 
ties agreement with any one of the 
three television networks was an 
unalterable requirement of the net- 
works for all advertisers.” Such is 
not the case, implied ANA, since 
“several members of the (Radio & 
TV Service) Committee had indi- 
vidually negotiated agreements for 


a fewer number of weeks.” 


But the ANA also quoted Revlon, 


v.p. George Abrams, chairman of 
the Radio & TV Committee, as 
stating, “For some time, a number 
of ANA members have protested 
being forced to sign firm 52-week 
television facilities agreements 
with the three major networks. 
Failure to sign such an agreement 
meant the relinquishment of the 
time period to another advertiser 
willing to take on the full year’s 
commitment.” 

Network reaction to the survey 
was guarded, with none of the 
three webs issuing official state- 
ments but two of them providing 


newsmen with off-the-cuff state- 
ments attributable to a “spokes- 
man” and a third refusing com- 
ment. NBC, in its reaction, de- 
clared that 52-week pacts are 


normally desired by both the spon- 
sor and the network for prize 
time periods and p”ograms, beyond 
which such pacts are often manda- 


NBC’s Big TV Trailer 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
NBC-TV will crowd all its 
stars who can possibly fit into 
Steve Allen’s Sept. 22 show. 
Appearances would be in the 
nature of promotions by top 
personalities, of upcoming show 
lineup on the net next season. 











| 

| 

CBS Six-Months 
Earnings Up 4% 


CBS Ince. set record first-half 
highs in sales and profits for the 
six months ended June 29, nearly 
doubling its earnings of the com- 
parable period last year. CBS reg- 
istered a consolidated net income 
of $10,199,193, as compared with 
$5,308,990 in the first six months 
of 1956, representing a 94% hike, 
with earnings equivalent to $1.33 


per share as contrasted to Tic per 
Share in the '56 period. 











Net revenues and sales totaled 
$186,798,814, a 7% hike over ,the | 
$174,274,387 in the comparable | 
1956 period. Reason for the large | 
disparity between 1956 and 1957 | 
earnings was the disbandment ef 
the CBS-Columbia subsid, with a/| 
provision of 35c per share for | 
these losses included in the 1956 | 
figures, 

CBS also declared a 25¢ cash | 
dividend on its. A and B stock, | 
payable Sept. 13 to stockholders o 
record on Aug. 30. 


‘Meet Press’ Goes Co-op — 


NBC-TV, unable to find a spon- | 
| sor to replace the defecting Johns 
| Mansville for “Meet the Press,” 
| has decided to co-op the Lawrence 
_ Spivak package over the full net- 
| work. First big local sponsor catch 


>t 








| net 


jeral shows; 


tory because of longierm talent; came this week via WRCA-TV, the 
commitments of the network or) web's flagship in New York, which | 
advertiser, All networks hav@ some) signed Best Foods (Nucoa Mar- | 
time periods and programs which} garine) to full local sponsorship. 
need not have a 52-week pact, the| Deal was set via Guild, Bascom & 
web added Bonfigli. | 

ABC pointed out that some of; “Press” had been carried co-op | 
its pacts are for 52 weeks, some by some stations in the past, due 
aren't. Customarily, a 52-week deab/to the fact that Johns-Manville, | 
is necessary for a film show, since a} and earlier, Pan American World 





JIMMY 


NELSON “4%” ovDAY 


TV 


DANNY 


Currently spokesman 

for the NESTLE Co. 
Management—Mercury Artists Corp. 
730 Fifth Ave., New York, JU 6—6500 


NBC Radio Totes 
Up $6,500,000 In 
New Fall Billings 


NBC Radio has set $1,600,000 in 
new “business and renewals 
over the past two weeks, bringing 
to $6,500,000 the web's total net 
business placed so far for the fall. 
Accgunting for the $1,600,000 
were 19 advertisers, 16 of them 
with new business and three with 
renewals. Largest in the latter 
class was Gillette renewal of its 
Friday night fights. 

Bigger bundles among the new 
bankrollers came from Massey- 
Harris-Furguson, for 52-week spon- 
sorship of “This Farming Busi- 





ness”; Quaker Oats, for 11 partici-|- 


pations weekly for 23 weeks in sev- 
Whitehall Pharmacal 
for 19 participations a week for 13 
weeks in several shows; RCA for 
25 participations a week for 11 
weeks in several shows; RCA for 
25 participations a week for 11 
weeks; Chrysler, for 16 spots a 
week for four weeks; Lever Bros., 
for 100 six-second chain breaks 
per week for two weeks; Edison 
Electrical Institute, for a special 
half-hour show the night of Oct. 
17 plus five “Bob & Ray” segments 
a week for four weeks and five 
“Believe It or Not” segments week- 
ly for three weeks. 

Other néw business came from 


‘| Beat” guest tomorrow (Thurs.) 


39 & 13 commitment is made to the 


Airways, had sponsored the show 


producer, and contrariwise, a 52-| on a limited network. Now, how- 
week deal isn't required on a live|/ever, show is being co-oped 
show, ABC had the largest number} throughout the country. “Press” 


of 52-week commitments listed by| continues in its Sunday 6 to 6:30 | 
ANA, it said, because it has. the} slot. 
largest number of such longterm-| 


|Sterling Drug, Scholl Mfg., Bon 
|Ami, General Electric, Zenith; In- 
surance Co. of North America, 
Christian Reformed Church, Ab- 
stainers Assn. of America. Re- 
newals came from Morton Salt and 


| Dedge as well as Gillette. 





porters he felt that a 52-week deal| 
was often favored both by network! 
and advertiser and that in some | 
cases it was necessary due to) 
longterm talent-program commit-| 
ments. He added, howeyer, that | 
there's no flat rule requiring a 52- 


committed film shows. 
CBS remained silent, but prexy| 
Merle Jones privately told re-| ur urray 0 ve 0 





_ Waltz His Way Into Winter TV 





week pact. 


Kagan Heads NBC 
Latin Am. Subsid 


By GEORGE GILBERT 
Now in its ninth year and a vet- | 
eran of all three networks plus the | 
defunct DuMont chain, the “Arthur | 
Murray Party” has become “type | 
cast” as a summer replacement. 
Murray, who toils on the half-hour | 
show as executive producer, is the | 
first to admit it. 





same time a couple of other eve- 
nings because I feel that’s not the 
kind of audience we're aiming at. 
You get children at that time, and 
besides at 7:30 one isn’t in the 
mood for attending a party.” 

In previous summers—’56 for ex- 
ample, “Party” was booked by Toni 
Heme Permanent and Hazel Bishop 


NBC International has set up a 
Latin American subsidiary With 
Leon Kagan, former foreign man- 
ager of ABC Film Syndication, in 
charge. Kagan will double as presi- 
dent of the newly formed NBC In- 
ternacional de Mexico, S.A., and 


Citing a 17.2 rating which landed 
“Party” the No. nine spot in last 
week's Trendex, Murray asserted 
this week that “I feel we could 
compete with any show in the reg- 
ular fall and winter season—but I 
/can’t convince others.” 

His Monday night production in | 





as manager of Latin American op-|the NBC-TV 9:30 to 10 slot is. 
erations for NBC International | packed by Bristol Myers (Ipana, 
Lid., the recently organized NBC | Bufferin and Ban) as a replacement | 
subsid dealing in foreign sales and | for “Robert Montgomery Presents.” | 
investments. It leaves the air Sept. 16 to make | 
Kagan will headquarter in Mex-| way for the Alcoa-Goodyear Play- 
ico City, but will cover ali of La-| house. 
tin America, handling — primarily Murray confided that perhaps if. 
program sales for NBC and Califor-| he and his organization were more 
nia National Productions, the NBC | aggressive “Party” might well have 
telefilm subsid, but also working) a sponsor through the winter. 
on management services and sta-| “But,” he added, “I employ no! 
tion investments. Prior to his| agent to sell the show. I wait for 
stint with ABC Film, ge was as- | people to come to us. | 
sistant program director for the “We turned down 7:30 p.m. on 


|NBC-TV Monday nights and the 


Italian Radio Network in Rome, 


via CBS-TV while in ’55 Toni and 
| Five Day Deodorant Pads picked 
up the tab on NBC-TV. In those 
;warm weather months, Murray 
pointed out, the policy was to use 
one name on the show such as 
| Teresa Brewer and “the rating was 
| higher then than it is now.” 

With a talent budget never more 
than $5,500, Murray recalled that 
“Party” registered such ratings as 
20.2 in Aug., 56, 18.8 for the same 
1955 month and 22.2 in 1954. “The 
public watched those shows,” he 
reminisced, “but not the critics, for 
the critics look at only what ap- 
peals to them and disregard the 
public’s tate.” 

Murray Helps Foot Bill 

As for the current edition of 
“Party,” Murray revealed that he 
deals directly with NBC-TV which 
pays $10,000 toward the talent bill. 

(Continued on page 33) 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Sam Homsey, formerly of the production staff of the “Steve Allen 
Show” and the “Tonight” show on NBC, has joined Walter Kaner 
Associates, as head of radio and tv promotion. Homsey was associated 
with Kaner firm prior to joining NBC two years ago... Kevin McDer- 
mott, formerly with the Katz Agency, has joined Blair Television Asso- 


ciates as account exec ... John J. White, formerly a broadcast super- 
visor for Kenyon & Eckhardt, has been appointed to the sales staff of 
H-R Representatives .. . Deems Taylor will be John Wingate’s “Night 
.. - Broadway producer Michael Myer- 
berg was interviewed yesterday (Tues.) on WABD’s “Entertainment 
Press Conference”... Vincent Sardi, a sports car buff when not res- 
taurateuring, was on WAAT's “Sports of Speed” interview program 
yesterday (Tues.) . 

Leslie A. Harris upped from eastern sales manager at ABC Radio to 
coordinator of national spot sales for ABC o&o tv stations, a new post. 
Harris is no relation to Leslie T. Harris, v.p.-g.m. of CBS Television 
Film Sales .. . Benjamin B. Bauer named to head the section for audio 
& acoustical research for CBS Laboratories . . . Irving Harris joined 
Entertainment Productions Inc. to rep them out of town in selection 
of candidates for “$64,000 Question” and “$64,000 Challenge” ... 
Anne Drake, wife of CBS Radio’s Galen Drake, joined the road com- 
pany of the “Ziegfeld Follies” ... Syrjala, art director on the Robert 
Montgomery show for the past 7!2 years, signed with the Grace Lyons 
office.for exclusive management .. . Ray Brown, son of CBS Radio 
program production's Jim Brown, into the cast of the web’s “Right to 
Happiness” soaper . . . Al Capstaff, exec producer for NBC's ““Monitor” 
and “Nightline,” to the Coast for two weeks to dicker with Fibber 
McGee & Molly, Bob Hope and other NBC stars on additional features 
for the shows ., . WRCA-TV publicity chief John O’Keefe vacationing 
in Vermont for a fortnight . . . WCBS-TV’s Comparative Literature 
10 college credit course starts Sept. 23, not Aug. 7 as erratumed, with 
some 50 applications in and 1,300 requests for additional information. 
New York U. won't say, however, how many $75 checks have been 
received for the course; at last count, a couple of weeks ago, it was 
three ... Art Maier resigned from NBC to join WCBS as a promotion 
writer . . . CBSoap casting: Larry Robinson and Mason Adams into 
“Wendy Warren” and Santos Ortega, Lesley Woods, Peter Fernandez, 
Susan Douglas and Betty Garde into “Road of Life” .. . CBS corres- 
pondent Richard C. Hottelet has a piece in the September Reader's 
Digest, “New Look for Germany,” based on his observation as Bonn 
correspondent for CBS .. . Pete Affe, WRCA-WRCA-TV manager of 
technical operations, off on a 10-day vacation after completing the plan- 
ning and. coordinating of the move of the station’s tv facilities from 
67th St. back to Rockefeller Centre .: . Bem Blue guests on Mitch 
Miller’s CBS Radio show Sept. 1... Pat Harrington Jr. switches from 
account exec at WRCA-TV to NBC-TV network sales on “Tonight” and 
“Today” ... WCBS director Hank Basayne out of the hosp and recup- 
erating in Gloucester, Mass., due back on the Lanny Ress and Jim Lowe 
shows first week in September . .. Comic Alan King signed to star in 
an hourlong variety show over Granada TV out of London on Sept. 17 
. . WCBS general manager Sam Slate off to New England today 
(Wed.) on a three-week business-vacation trip . . . Cliff Mandell, CBS- 
TV press info staffer, returned from an annual 15-day tour of active 
duty at Grenier Air Force Base, Manchester, N.H., to learn he had 
been promoted to the rank of major . . . ABC Radio script editor 
John Mitchell readying his musical version of “Camille” for fall pro- 
duction on Broadway . . . Gene Austin guests on “Woolworth Hour” 
Sept. 1 on CBS... Alfredo Antonini, CBS music conductor, back in 
town after “Music Under the Stars” concert appearance in Memphis 
... Laurette Banks, manager of the CBS Ticket Division, recuperating 
in St. Luke’s Hospital after surgery . .. U.S. Radio, new all-radio trade 
mag, slated for October. publication, with Arnold Alpert and Irv 
Marder, ex-trade reporters, as publisher and m.e., respectively. 

Morton J. Wagner and John F. Box Jr., two exec v.p.’s of the Bartell 
Group, recently have been in N.Y. conferring with execs of Adam 
Young Inc., radio station reps. Box, previously general manager of 
KRUX, Phoenix, is moving to Boston as manager of WILD, while Wag- 
ner, general manager of WAKE, Atlanta, also is assuming management 
of WYDE, Birmingham ... Tedi Thurman, weather girl on NBC's 
“Tack Paar Show,” will make a guest appearance on WABD’s new 
“Art Ford’s Greenwich Village Party” in September to do a comedy 
interpretation of weather forecasters. Phil Foster, a guitarist and folk 
singer, has been added to the permanent cast of the same show ,.. 
Bill Bertenshaw, radio and tv producer and farm and sports director 
WHBI, Newark, to Fred Waring’s Shawnee-On-Delaware for vacation 
... E.. E, Juster, head of “BC-TV’s special events programming, re- 
turned from Europe last week on the Mauretania accompanied by Mrs. 
Juster ... Mrs. Adraia Koe, production coordinator of CBS-TV’s “I’ve 
Got a Secret,” sailed for Cannes last week on-the S.S. Cristofor 
Colombo. 

Steve Allen to Philadelphia Monday (26) to open a new Gimbel’s 
store in suburban Upper Darby ... John Karol, CBS Radio sales veep, 
to Vermont to begin a two-week New England tour. . . Joe De Santis_ 
set for his first starring role on “Studio One” a week from Monday 
(2) .. . Julia Meade, who's been doing the Lincoln-Mercury commer- 
cials on the Ed Sullivan show for several years, signed to continue on 
the show as the spokesman for Eastman Kodak, which takes over Lin- 
coln’s alternate week in the fall. She also continues her American Gas 
Assn. stint on “Playhouse 90” ... Vam Fox named director on “Wide 
Wide World,” replacing Dick Schneider, now directing “Bride & 
Groom” . . . CBS Radio-programming v.p. Heward Barnes touring 
Europe on his vacation . . . Jo Graham back next week for tv work 
after doing a three-week stint in Montreal as lead in “Anniversary 
Waltz” .. . David Kerman to Philadelphia's Playhouse in the Park for 
“Career” and commuting to N.Y. for radio-tv mts... Treva 
Frazee skipping tv for three weeks for roles In “Detective Story” at 
Northland Summer Theatre, Detroit, and Papermill Playhouse, Mill- 
burn, N.J.... Marilyn Levell, vocalist out of Chicago who's just been 
signed to.a Jubilee recording pact, guests on “Tonight” this week ... 
Ann Wright of the Compton agency’s casting department, off on a 
weeks’ vacation . . . Moppet Leland Mayforth set for “Alcoa Hour” 
Sunday (25) and a role in Hi Brown’s feature pic production, “Womag 
Without Shadow.” 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


James Saphier locked up the tv rights to the fitle “Western Union,” 
and will film a half-hour series dramatizing highlights in the telegraph 
company’s 106-year history . . . Earl (viecaman) Muntz, Tom Fizdale, . 
public relationer, and Frank Atlas of the Chicago radio-tv family, are 
pooling for the buy of a tv station in Buenos Aires . . . Don Quinn 
hopped a plane for Hawaii to ferret out some business for his Ad-Staff 
tv commercial outfit . . .Wide Wide World’s Barry Wood and David 
Broekman in town to sample heat (96) and look into some locations 
for next season's peregrinating cameras . . . If Irna Phillips, soap opera 
specialist, holed up here to escape the Chicago haat, her timing was 
way off ... Sid Cassyd, who started the TV Academy, now prof'ing a 
course in tv at L.A. Junior College of Business . . . CBS’ film sales top- 
per, Les Harris, looking in on some of the vidpix on the fall schedule 
.«« One of the network's searchers after information to combat pay-tv 
(Continued on page 30) ns 
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‘Caesar Ahead of His Time’: Cantor 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


Sid Caesar’s downfall came because the former NBC-TV comic 


was “ahead of his time,” Eddie C 
with KNX deejay Bob Crane, last 


antor said on a radio interview 
week. 


The vet comedian, who described himself as ‘in good shape now,” 


made this observation in a general 


discussion of today’s funnymen. 


“There's no dearth of comedy,” he commented, “Jack Benny will 
always be on. And Groucho Marx is a business unto himself. . . It's 


amazing, the people who want to 
sulted.” 

Cantor repeated the charge he 
Life,” that he wa® boycotted on ra 


come on his show and get in- 


made in recent biog, “Take My 
dio for a year (“I couldn't get a 


job; not even as a guest star”) in 1939. He made a speech at the 
World Fair's Temple of Religion then, in which he named the sub- 
versive “enemies within.” Shunned thereafter as a “controversial” 
figure, he got back on the air because “Jack Benny wouldn’t stand 
for it.” Cantor went on to explain that Benny sent him to Young 


& Rubicam ad agency, and started his radi 
Cantor also blasted the rating systems as ‘ 


© career anew. 
‘very silly” and “the 


bunk.” He asked, “How can you tell how many people are listen- 
ing, from a sample of 300, No one knows. The networks should 


have their own rating systems.” 


Pay-tv is a “very snobbish thing,” he said. “It’s definitely anti- 
democratic. I don’t think you have a right to say ‘You can’t see 


a show because you haven't got a 
thing we're not getting now.” 


Donald Aint 


dollar’... It won't give us any- 


Duckin’ TV 





But No More Weekly Grind, Sez O’Connor; Leans 
Toward Musical Show 








Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Donald O’Connor bowed out of 
his last tv series, (alternating with 
Jimmy Durante on NBC-TV)— 
even though sponsoring Texace 
wanted te continue, “because I 
found myself competing with my- 
self. I loved it, but it got to the 
point where my shows became 
‘product’ te be turned out on an 
assembly-line basis.” 

He definitely wants to get back 
on ty (“I never dered myself 
out of it”) but next time around, 
he wants te do either a musical 
show or a comedy show, but not 
both simultaneously. “I quit the 
weekly grind to avoid burning out 
my material. It's impossible to 
come up every week with some- 
thing new.” 

The competition against himself 
wasn't so much a matter of over- 
exposure, but the fact that every 
week, he tried to make his shows 
better. And “with the limited time 
available, I found it difficult to 
create anything worth while.” 

He might still combine his talents 
as a singer, dancer and comic, but 
it would have to be only three or 
four times during a year, not a 
weekly show, O’Connor continues. 
Otherwise, “If the performer tired, 
it shows to the public and hurts 
the show.” 

“The public isn’t disloyal,” he 
comments, “They like to have 
something familiar on which to 
hang their hats. But they're ex- 
posed to so many things they've 
become like impatient children. 

“Eventually, tv will become a 
medium for a rapid buildup of a 
comic or a performer, Then the 
performer would be wise to with- 


(Continued on page 30) 


New Biz at MBS 
Mutual inked some new biz and 
renewals of old clients in the house, 
including religioso sponsors, total- 
ing about $500,000. 

Consumer Drug 5 > of Port- 
land, Ore., via Dunnan & Jeffrey, of 
Newark, N.J., hastaken 10 five-min- 
ute newscasts weekly plus partici- 
— in net’s mystery-adventure 

loc. Product is a new one, Oragen, 
used for reducing. 

Ex-Lax has taken participations 
in Mutual's mystery-adventure 
bloc, as well as 10 20-second ad 
jacencies weekly to the net’s morn- 
ing and afternoon news programs, 
Another new sponsor is the Balti- 
more Gospel Tabernacle, which 
will present a half-hour religious 
— Sunday evenings, starting 

ct. ©. 


The GMC truck division of Gen- 
eral Motors has renewed for an- 


(Continued on page 38) 
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*‘WHTDDSCTSHFM’ 

Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Don Fedderson Productions 
claims championship for long- 
est telepix tag, in upcoming 
segment of “Date With the 
Angels,” to roll Aug. 29. Title 
of Betty White-starrer, which 
will not be whittled down, ac- 
cording te exec lucer Fred 
Henry, is—“What Happens in 
the Toy Department of a De- 
rtment Store at Christmas 
Time Shouldn't | Happen to a 


Jimmy Kern is 
some 35 moppet ac- 


State Dept. Moves 
To Speed Soviet 
TV Tie With USS. 


Washington, Aug. 20. 

The American Government pro- 
posed last week that exchange 
visits of U. S. and Soviet radio-tv 
experts begin next month to ease 
tensions between the two nations. 
The State Department informed 
the Soviet Embassy that it is ready 
to discuss plans for such visits “im- 
mediately.” 

The Depariment said it was also 
prepared to comply with a Soviet 
proposal to institute negotiations in 
October on regular exchanges of 
radio and tv broadcasts. Such a 
plan was originally suggested by 

ent two years ago and 
following the CBS tele- 





vised interview with Soviet leader 


Nikita S, Khrushchev. The U. S. 
wants an agreement for, preferably 
th, exchang 


twice a mon e of “un- 
censored” ~ 
Three weeks ago, the Soviet 


would be interested in discussing 
the proposal but took occasion to 
complain against U. S. regulations 
requiring fingerprinting of foreign 
visitors. These regulations, the 
(Continued on page 30) 
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AADIO NETWORKS 
IN CONCESSIONS 


New Technician Pact to Cost Brit. 


Com] TV Firms $300,000 a Year 





By ART WOODSTONE 

Most of the time, what stations 
want from their radio networks in 
the way of programming the sta- 
tions get. It’s been long acom- 
ing, but in the relatively few 
months ABC, MBS, CBS and NBC 
have found that there may still be 
a profit, however small, in radio, 
they have increased their conces- 
sions to affiliates. 

Mutual stations are strongest in 
their dictates, CBS the weakest, ob- 
servers believe. Mutual, it is said, 
lost control of programming by re- 
peated setbacks in negotiating 
with affiliates. ABC, now called 
American Broadcasting Network, 
feeling it is the only way to sur- 
vive, is energetically trying to get 
a “local listen” that affiliates ap- 
prove but can’t duplicate. NBC is 
characterized as jazzing up the pro- 
duction of what are fundamentally 
news and public service programs, 
in ‘order to satisfy the affiliates’ 
basic network radio demands. CBS 
still has a program sked substan- 
tiaJly resembling that of the “good 
old days” but is said to be ready 
te make program compromises— 
perhaps leading to an even further 
increase in news time—to elicit 
support in clearing time for its 
$5,000,000-plus Ford Motor Co. buy 
plus its more recent upsurge. 

NBC's Pitt Station Buy 

Despite the concessions and 
compromises, the tide of diminish- 
ing affiliations has not stemmed en- 
tirely. NBC had to buy ownership 
of a station this week in order to 
assure the necessary clearances in 
Pittsburgh, a major advertising 
market. Mutual has diminished in 
size from over 560 stations to 
closer to 400, all in a matter of 
months. And it’s understood that 
some of those dropping out were 
not just bonus outlets, which MBS 
{| always maintained privately that 
it could afford to lose, but import- 
ant market stations. ABC is 
lacking affiliates in a number 
of the more populated towns. The 
CBS affiliate lineup, the network 
has reported, is the same as ever 
—near 200, but time clearances 
aren't coming easily. 

Swing in control, from network 
to affiliate, began when stations 
discovered strength in local news 
& music. Basic reason why the 
large majority of affils, regardless 
of network, preserve network ties 
is indicated in their oft-cited de- 
sire for national and international 
news and for special events cover- 
age they can’t produce locally. In 
some instances, it is the prestige 
of “entertainment packages,” such 
as “Amos & Andy” and Arthur 
Godfrey. Prestige leads to a goed 
rating, but when it’s from a net- 
work source it doesn’t necessarily 
mean top dollar. 

Since former MBS owner Tom 
O'Neil presented his controversial 
and unsuccessful “Cape Cod Plan” 
to major affiliates a few years ago, 

(Continued on page 38) 


Another $1,400,000 
Under CBS Radio Belt 


CBS Radio, now jumping with its 
52-week Jack Benny order under 
its belt, racked up another $1,400,- 
000 gross in new business and re- 
newals last week. Topping the list 
is Vick Chemical, which purchased 
a total of 132 five-minute “Impact 
Plan” segments starting Nov. 15. 

Other new business came from 
Kelvinator Division of American 
Motors, for five “impact” segments 
a week for two weeks and Ameri- 





Judges Ruled Off Air 
Detroit, Aug. 20. 

Two of Detroit's most popu- 
lar local tv  stars—Traffic 
Judge John D. Watts and 
Juvenile Judge Nathan Kauf- 
man—have been ruled off the 
air by the State Bar of Michi- 
gan on grounds of violating 
the code of judicial ethics. 

Watts is star of “Traffic 
Court,” seen over WWJ-TV for 
eight years and recently re- 
ported by one pool to 
have a higher local rating than 
the Ed Sullivan Show. Kauf- 
man is star of “Juvenile 
Court,” seen over WWJ-TV 
for two-and-a-half-years. Both 
shows reenact scenes and 
events which took place in the 
courts. 

Both judges have informed 
the station that they would 
quit the shows on or before 
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ABC-TV's Payoff 
On 6-a-Wk. Strip, 
Sweets Co. Coin 


ABC-TV's five-days-weekly ad- 
venture strip has been expanded 
to six-a-week with the planting of 
“Tales of the Texas Rangers” in 
the Saturday 5 to 5:30 slot starting 
Sept. 21. The Screen Gem adven- 
ture film has been set by Sweets 
Co. of America, with Flav-R-Straws 
making its debut as a network spon- 
sor (after lotsa national spot) with 
the alternate week sponsorship. 

Deal gives ABC a six-a-week sell- 
out on the 5 to 5:30 adventure strip, 
with Kellogg and Sweets Co. in for 
most of the coin. Web has “Scper- 
man” (Kellogg & Sweets) on Mon- 
day, “Sir Lancelot” (Kellogg & 
Ovaltine) Tuesdays, “Wild Bill 
Hickok” (Kellogg & Sweets) 
Wednesday, “Woody Woodpecker” 








(Kellogg soloing) Thursday, “The 
Buccaneers” (Kellogg & Sweets) 
Friday and now “Texas Rangers” 
with Sweets and Flaw-R-Straws on 
Saturdays. 

“Rangers” comes to ABC via a 
unique sub-licensing deal from 
General Mills, who sponsored the 
show on CBS-TY last year and who 
bought it again from Screen Gems 
this year with an option for next 





year as well. General Mills can't | 
use the show this year but wants | 
to retain it for next, so sub-licensed 


it to Sweets Co., which in turn sold | 


off alternate weeks to Fiav-R- 
Straws. Latter was repped by Ruth- | 
rauff & Ryan. 


PREP BOB CROSBY 
TUES, NITE SERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Pilot was lensed last night (19)! 
at CBS-TV City, via closed-circuit; 
kine, of a new half-hour musical) 
show to star Bob Crosby. Tagged| 
“Bob Crosby's Music Makers,” | 
guests were Tommy Sands, Jaye 
P. Morgan, the Hi-Los vocal group. 
and Billy May's orch. | 
Show was presented before a live! 
audience. It's aimed at nighttime 
spot on CBS-TV next season, pos- 
sibly in spot presently occupied by 
Spike Jones show. 








London, Aug. 20. 

A new agreement Which will add 
close to $300,000 a year to the wage 
bill of the commercial tv program 
companies was inked last week 
with the Association of Cine, Tele- 
vision and Allied Technicians, It 
covers around 600 of their mem- 
bers and will operate until March 
1960, unless notice of termination 
is given in advance by any of the 
parties concerned. 

The negotiations have been un- 
der way for close on two years and 
only recently the union threatened 
industrial action unless an early 
settlement was reached. The pres- 
ent pact is back-dated to July 1 se 
far as the wages are concerned. 

The wages schedule is split into 
two seperate sections, one apply- 
ing specifically to tv grades and 
the other coming within “well de- 
fined” film categories. In the lat- 
ter case, the wee rates will be in 
line with those normally operated 
at film studios. 

Under the tv schedule there'll 
be a minimum scale of $4,480 an- 
nually for lighting directors, su- 
pervising engineers and senior de- 
signers; senior engineers, sound 
supervisors and transmission con- 
trollers will be paid $3,920 a year, 
while assistant studio managers 
will have an annual pay check of 
$3,500. Engineers, camera opera- 
tors and lighting assistants fall 
within the category receiving $3,- 
360, while assistant engineers and 
“B” grade camera operators will be 
paid $2,360 a year. The scale goes 
down to $1,960 a year for booking 
assistants and $1,820 for produc- 
tion assistants and production sec- 
retaries with less than two years 
experience, Trainees will receive 
$1,260 during a probationary pe- 
riod of not more than nine months 
The rates negotiated apply to 
adults of the age of 20 and over 
and there’s a proportionate scal- 
ing down for younger recruits. 

The cmpanies concerned in the 
deal are ABC-TV, Associated-Re- 
diffusion, Associated TeleVision, 
Granada-TV, Independent Televi- 
sion News and Alpha Teievision 
Service (Birmingham) Ltd. 


CBS-TV ‘Stand Up’ 
Will Be Laid Lo 

“Stand Up and Be Counted,” the 
only daytime co-op show in the 
CBS-TV hopper, is due to be axed 
Sept. 6 after a year’s run on the 
network. Al with it will go the 
10-minute Walter Cronkite } p.m. 
newscast. Since both shows are in 
the 1 to 1.30 p.m. station option 
time period, they won't be replaced, 
but CBS will program Cronkite and 
the news at 1.25-130. 

Reason for the axe was the lack 
of station pickup on the two shows, 
with CBS having to foot the pro- 
duction bills on both without ade- 
quate return, In the case of the 
news show, it never reached 40° 
coverage, while “Stand Up” never 
exceeded 50% coverage of the 
country. CBS, when it originaily 
programmed the two shows, did so 
with the hope of building a strong 
leadin period to its afternoon net- 
work schedule, but the lack of 
coverage destroyed that hope. 

Web now figures it may get a 
better pickup (and stronger leadin 
for afternoon) with a five-minute 
news stanza at 1.25 to 1.30, urging 


stations to program the 1 p.m. 
period locally but to install 20- 





;}minute programs instead of half- 
jhour and thereby clear for the 


newscast. 


ean Bird Products, for 52-week 
sponsorship of a seven and one- 
_ Hollywood, Aug. 20. | half minute segment of “House 

Julie Styne will act as exec pro-| Party.” Renewals are from Kent | 
ducer on a limited number of ciggies for 16 “impact” segs a week 
Eddie Fisher NBC-TV shows. | for 13 more” weeks; Pharma-Craft, 
He has a previous commitment} for two quarter-hours of “House 
to produce “Say Dariing” on Broad-| Party” a week for 52 weeks; Dodge, 
way in January and will only work} for six more weeks of its five “im- 
on the Fisher show during next! pact” segs per week; and GMC 
two months on a minimum of four) Trucks for four weekly “impact” 

$. segs for four more weeks. 





Some Fisher TV Shows 








MBS Pacts Bill Stern | 
Vet sportscaster Bill Stern has! Hatcher’s ABC-TV Slot 


been inked by Mutual to d 
y mpeg Ralph S. Hatcher has been 


nightly five-day strip at 9:30 p.m. | named national manager of station 
He will start Sept. 9. | relations at ABC-TV under v.p. Al 
Inking of Stern gives nei a/ Beckman. He's been a regional 
seven -night-a-week five-minute) manager in the department since 
news strip, with Frankie Frisch | 1955, prior to which he was a re- 
holding down the 9:30 p.m. spet/ gional manager with ABC Radio 
Saturday and Sundays. \ station relations for four vears. 
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Stations Love Those Chillers, 
SG’s $2,500,000 Sales on U Pix 





Television 
ently hungry for horror pictures, so 
much so that within little more 
than a week nine of them have 
shelled out some $2,500,000 for 
Screen Gem's new “Shock” pack- 
age of 52 chillers out of the newly 
acquired Universal library. Pack- 
age contains thre “Frankenstein” 
pix, including the original, ‘Dra. 
cula,” “Wolf Man,” ete., and is the 
first group of chillers to hit the 
television market as a package. 

Films have already been pur- 
chased by WABC-TV,.New York; 
WCAU-TV, Philadelphia; KTLA, 
Los Angeles; and KRON-TV, San 
Francisco, with these four stations 
to stage a day-date world television 
premiere sometime during the first| 
week in October, with all the pic-| 
ture-type exploitation gimmicks 
they and Screen Gems can de- 
velop. Also purchasing the pix are 
KBTV, Denver; KONO-TV, San! 
Antonio; KFSD-TV, San Diego; 
KCRA-TV, Sacramento; and KBAK- | 
TV, Bakersfield. WABC-TV and 
KTLA shelled out top coin of $750,- 
000 apiece for rights to the films. 

Behind the enthusiasm fow the 
series on the station level—and a 
consideration in the packaging of 
the group by Screen Gems—is the 
distinctiveness of the package as 
compared with the normal group) 
of feature films. Bob Stone, gen- 





stations are appar-¢ 


‘Cochise’ in 7 Markets 
For West End Brewing 


West End Brewing Co., of Utica, 
N. Y., in its first ride on tv, has 
beught National Telefilm Asso- 
ciates’ “Sheriff of Cochise” in 
seven New York markets. 

The deal, set via Cohen and 
Aleshire agency, calls for telecast- 
ing, beginning in October, in the 
following markets: WNBF-TV 
Binghamton; WBUT-TV, Buffalo; 
WRGB, Schenectady; WSYR-TV, 
Syracure; WKTV, Utica; WCNY- 
TV, Watertown; and WROC-TV, 
Rochester. 

Company, whose product is Utica 
Ciub Beer, aiso signed for NTA’s 
“Official Detective’ skein for 
Altoona, Pa., over WFBG-TV. 


WATY Latino Bid, 








Spanish Features 


WATV, the New Jersey outlet, 
which is trying to widen its dent 
in the New York market, will be 
| trying something new comes Sep- 


|to nothing for his skein. 


iting war,” in 


eral manager of WABC-TV, typi-| tember, scheduling Spanish fea- 
fied the station viewpeint in ex-| tures in prime time, aimed at cap- 
plaming his competitive angles in| turing the Latino market in New 


OF Expands Sales Force 


Official Films, with three new 
first-run syndicated properties on 
the market, is expanding its sales 
force, adding five to its staff. 

They include Frank Myers, a for- 
mer southern theatrical distributor 
and exhibitor, who will be stationed 
in Dallas; Stan Byrnes, formerly of 
Snader Productions; George Gil- 
bert, an ex-Official account. exec, 
and Ray Fuld, formerly of Metro 
TV. 





Price-Cutting On 


Vidpix Invading 
Foreign Markets 


The foreign market, which mush- 
roomed over the past four or five 
years from infancy to its present 
position of accounting for over 20% 
of the gross of American telefilm 
companies, is becoming as competi- 
tive as the domestic market and is 
in the midst of a price-cutting field 
day. 

With few exceptions, there isn’t 
a foreign manager around who says 
that the next guy is getting next 
i What's 
more, the situation which could 
well be described as a “price-cut- 
some tv locales 
abroad, is aggravated by the lim- 
ited number of telecasting hours in 
many countries. 


Negro-Themed Pix Okay for South — 


“Go Man Go” and “The Jackie Robinson Story,” features deal- 
ing with famous Negro sportsmen and their activities, are finding 
a reception among Southern television stations. 


Only a few months ago, Metro’s “Cabin in the Sky,” which stars 


mell’s Miami outlet, WCKT. 
part of its new package of 52 
WPST bought the UA package 


Story.” Other southern markets 











Bloom Named Head Of 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


William Bloom, Hollywood film | 





Ethel Waters and a Negro cast, was turned down by Niles Tram- 


United Artists TV is having better luck with its gee eg 
a 


post-’50 features, hea@lined by 


“Moulin Rouge” and “Africfin Queen.” In the same town of Miami, 


including “Go Man Go,” which 


deals with the Harlem Globetrotters, and “The Jackie Robinson 


buying the two features in the 


package include Jacksonville, Fla.. WAVY, Norfolk, Va., which is 
going on the air shoftly; and a host of markets in Texas, including 
Galveston, San Antonio, Dallas and E) Paso. 

Some southern stations have balked at buying the two features, 
the same way many southern theatres balk at playing similar 
Negro-themed cinematics, with UA TV giving such stations the 
right of substitution with another two theatricals. But in many in- 
stances, UA TV has prevailed upon the cautious station manager 
that the two pix shouldn’t be rejected outright, arguing they at 

_ least deserve a screening. Many times after the screening, the sta- 
tion manager sees nothing wrong in, buying and telecasting the pix. 


Flock of New US. Telefilm | 
Entries to Bow on British TV 


+ London, Aug. 20. 


Five American telefilm series 
never previously screened in Brit- 
ain are to get air time in the com- 


. } 
| mercial tv programs Fall schedule, 
P roduction for NTA’ which goes into operation on Sept. 
| 14. 


The series concerned are “Ab- 
bott and Costello Show,” “Zane 


producer and exec, has been ap-| Grey Theatre,” “Sheriff of Co- 
pointed exec producer and head of | chise,” “Rosemary Clooney Show” 
all productions of National Telefilm | and “San Francisco Beat.” 

Associates. Sylvia Seymour, NTA The Fall season will also mark 
Coast exec, has been named his as-| the launching of several new Brit- 


the deal. “We've been using the 
‘Night Show’ to try to compete|850,000 Spanish-speaking people, 
with WCBS-TV's ‘Late Show.’| comprised of about 80% Puerto | 


| York, estimated to number over s , 
A few major companies are stay- 


ing out of the fracas, holding out 
—and getting—the prices they seek. 


sistant. 
Bloom, whose last theatrical pro- | 
duction was “I Married A Woman,” | 


-ish series, among them “The Ad- 


ventures of Charlie Chan,” starring 
J. Carroll Naish; “OSS” with Ron 


They've got 1,300 films for a back-) Ricans. | 
log, most of them good ones, and| Allied Productions, the packager | 


we just couldn't compete on the 
same 
tures. With 


we've got a 


the horror pictures, 
distinctive package 


which is an attention-getter—some- | 


thing that nobody else has. We've 


got something different and some-, 


thing which we ean exploit, and 


I think we're going to give ‘The 


Late Show’ some trouble.” 


p.m. “Night Show” using the same 
film seven nights running. As of 
Sept. 30, when the horror films 
start, he'll begin a split-week pol- 
icy, employing his standard fare 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
(same pic each day) and then show- 
ing one of the horror films Thurs- 
day, Friday and Saturday. Stone 
points to the theatrical remakes of 
horror films which are doing so 
‘(Continued on page 40) 





‘ , | | 
26 Men Runs Into Dick Powell, who has been vee-| 
ypee of Four Star Films, Inc., has | 
pstepped into the presidency spot, 


IATSE Troubles eae William Cruikshank, vig 


| Which also does the station's live | 
terms, using standard fea-| 


Stone has been running the 11:15) On 


“Spanish Show” Sunday nights, | 
has corralled about 130 Spanish fea- | 
tures for a first on tv, composed of 
pix from Mexico, Puerto Rico and 
Argentina. Beginning in the latter | 
part of September, they will be | 
slotted Friday nights from 9 to} 
10:30 p.m. under the title of “The | 
Spanish Film Theatre.” | 
Sunday nights, beginning | 
Sept. 15, the “Spanish Show” will | 


{be lengthened to run from 9 to 


10:30 p.m., with Don Passante and 


| Miguel Machuca as hosts. Hence- 
| forth the show, which was inau- | 
| gurated in 1954, will be run com- | 
| pletely in the Spanish language. 





‘DICK POWELL NOW 
| FOUR STAR PREXY 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. | 





| 
Cruikshank, company’s attorney 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. | since it began five years ago, was | 
At least three IATSE unions re-| temporary prexy during its reor- | per Room,” now in about 60 mar- 
fused to service Russell Hayden’s | ganization and expansion program. | kets. 


new “26 Men” teleseries, slated to | 
roll next week in Phoenix. Screen | 
Actors Guild reminded member- | 
ship that Hayden's firm has yet to} 
ink a Guild pact. | 
IA beefs, involving cameramen, | 
soundmen and grips, revolve | 
around whether Phoenix is consid- | 
ered a studio or loeation on shoot- | 
| 


ing. If latter, technicians are en- 
titled to extra ‘benefits, including | 
room and board. | 

Series is based on files of the | 
Arizona Rangers. Meanwhile, SAG | 
has warned members not to accept | 
assignments until a pact is signed. 


‘SAFEWAY THEATRE’ 
SWITCHES TO WMAL 


Washington, Aug. 20. 
WMAL scored a coup past week 
by grabbing “Safeway Theatre,” 
town's acknowledged top-rate local 


Powell, David Niven, Charles Boyer | 
and Cruikshank are owners of the 
vidfilmery. | 

Cruikshank stepped down so that | 
he could devote More time to his 
law practice. He will continue to 
serve as a board member. 


Chertok to Produce 
‘ ° ’ s 
Private Sec’ Series 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
New “Private Secretary” series 
will be produced by Jack Chertok, 


who sold the property to TPA 
earlier this year. Don Porter will | 








| star and new personality is being | 


sought for secretary’s role, pre-| 
viously played by Ann Sothern. 

It’s understood that Miss Soth-| 
ern’s negotiations to buy the prop- | 
erty from TPA have fallen through. | 

Shooting is slated to start shortly | 
at General Service Studios. 





show, after an eight-year run on 
the rival WRC. Feature film show- : P 
case, sponsored by Safeway food | W bb N Pil 
chain, will remain in the Saturday, e s ew ot 
10:30 slot. A series of 39 War-| Hollywood, Aug. 20. | 
ner features has been selected for Jack Webb has shot a pilot film 
show under its new aegis. on a new telefilm series, but tv's | 
John Batchelder, longtime WRC Sgt. Friday of the “Dragnet” | 
announcer and emcee for “Safeway series isn’t ready yet to hand out 
Theatre moves over to WMAL the facts of his format. | 
along with the film show. He will Former “Medic” producer | 
continue as host for show and Frank LaTourette produced the | 
double as staff announcer. pilot, directed by George Stevens | 
Deal was inked by station ac-' Jr. LaTourette was news editor at | 
count man Charles Macatee, with KGO in Sam Francisco 11 years 
Gordon ago, when the then-unknown Webb 


Manchester Agency hand- 


ling account. : 


*was an announcer there.- - 


Others, though based on a variety 
of reports, are running scared and 
in their eagerness to close a deal, 
settle for much less than what the 
market should normally bring. 
The limited number of telecast- 
ing hours in many countries abroad 
tends to make the situation really 
worse, for if one or two telefilm 
outfits clinch a deal for a roster 


| of series, such a deal, to all intents 


and purposes keeps other series 
out of the market. There just isn’t 
enough room to accommodate allt 
the U.S. product vying to get into 
that particular market. 

Some foreign toppers take the 
situation with equanimity, saying 
its part of the growth of the biz, 
and price-cutting won’t do the com- 
pany concerned any good in the 
long-run, while the “view with 
alarm” school wonder whether 
some outfits are intent on “killing 
the goose that laid the golden egg.” 





Sterling’s Animal Pix 
To Bert Claster Prod. 


Sterling Television has sold a 
series of. special animal films to 
Bert Claster Television Produc- 
tions, Baltimore, for inclusion on 
latter’s live syndicated show “Rom- 


Show is aimed at pre-school kids. 








Rewards of Nepotism 
Chicago, Aug. 20. 

Nepotism as practiced last 
week by sister divisions of 
AB-PT here—Balaban & Katz 

* Theatre Corp. and-tv station 
WBKB —turned out mutually 
lucrative. At B&K’s behest, 
Columbia Pictures turned oyer 
its entire $2,000 local televi- 
sion budget for “20 Million 
Miles to Earth” to WBKB, and 
the station saturated a five-day 
period with 20- and 60-second 
spots for the pic. B&K’s Roose- 
velt Theatre opened the film 
to a terrific $5,100 first day 
gross last Wednesday (14) and 
is eyeing a sensational $28,- 
500 for the week. 

B&K execs say the -queues 
in front of the theatre were 
dotted with hausfraus and 
children, unusual for this the- 
atre which normally draws the 
action-pic trade. Manage- 
ment said it polled the women 
as to whether they were re- 
sponding to the teleblurbs and 
contented itself that the 
WBKB campaign was directly 
responsible for the upbeat. 

The sister corporations now 
are working out a swap deal 
wherein the theatres will run 
short trailers plugging 
WBKB’s shows with the tv 
station answering in spots for 


the thease Cal. <ccccnceuw 


starring George Gobel and Diana | Randell in the lead; and “Martin 
Dors, will supervise all current | Kane” with William Gargan play- 
NTA production which includes | ing the title role. All three skeins 
“Official Detective” and “Sheriff | are co-productions, the first two 
of Cochise” at Desilu and “How | having been made by Incorporated 
to Marry a Millionaire” and “Man | Television Program Co., one in as- 
Without a Gun” at 20th-Fox. He | sociation with TPA and the other 
also will screen all new properties | With Flamingo Films. The “Kane” 
for the upcoming '58 season. | series was a Harry Alan Towers—~ 
| Ziv promotion. 

In addition to the specially made 


e | series, there’ll be a regular Sunday 
te S | night slot for a batch of the late 
| Sir Alexander Korda’s theatrical 


| features, which were recently ac- 


| quired by ABC-TV. 
erseas eS | Apart from the new U. S. pro- 
| grams, a substantial batch of Amer- 
. jican imports will continue to fea- 
In the past two weeks, Guild|ture on the British commercial 
Films recordéd program sales in | paraetlyery _ vg be re- 
: ceivin e full network coverage. 
France, Arabia and England. As | Among the shows which will carry 
part of its stepped up foreign op-| on during the Fall season are “Wy- 
eration, Guild is proceeding with | att Earp,” “Liberace,” “I Love 
the dubbing of “Captain David | Lucy,” “Highway Patrol," “Roy 





Grief” and “I Spy” in Spanish and | 
“Kingdom of the Sea” in French. | 
The sale in France was -to Radio | 
Diffusion Francais, the government | 
controlled net, and included Guild’s | 
three musical skeins, “Liberace,” | 
“Frankie Laine” and “Florian Za- | 
Bach.” Telecasting will commence | 
in September, with no ‘dubbing | 
planned, since many musicals get | 
telecast in the English language. 
Sales to England were made to 
Granada TV for Manchester and 
Associated Television Ltd. for Birm- 


ingham and Glasgow, both of, 
which bought “Grief.” The Ara-| 
bian-American Oil, Co. bought 


“Kingdom of the Sea,” for the en- 
tertainment of its personnel in Da- 
haran and surrounding areas, be- 
ginning in September. 


Het Manheim to Cal Nat | 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Het Manheim, story consultant 
on CBS-TV specs, has resigned to 
swing over to NBC-TV’s California 
National in exec capacity, special- 
izing in story properties. He'll or- 
ganize story department for all 
filmed properties of the web and 
its syndication syndicate. 

With CBS-TY for past six years, 
Manheim was onetime story editor 
for CBS Radio net and headed up 
William Morris literary depart- 
ment. He is also co-owner with 
Harry Ackerman of “Favorite Son” 
program, which gets off the ground | 
this fall. } 














Feature-Happy KHJ 
Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 

An all-time high as to the num-| 
ber of features to be telecast by a 
station here is being claimed by | 
KHJ-TV, which during the week | 
beginning Monday (26), will carry | 
a total of 24 different theatricals | 





over the seven-day span.- ‘ H 


|“The Buccaneers.” 


Rogers,” “Gun Law,” “Dragnet,” 
“The Bob Cummings Show,” “The 
Ceunt of Monte Cristo,” “Hawkeye 
and the Last of the Mohicans,” 
“Mark Saber,” “Robin Hood” and 
The last three 
named were lensed in Britain, 
while “Hawkeye,” filmed in Can- 
ada, ranks as 75% British quota. 
“Criss Cross Quiz,” successfully 
featured by Granada-TV three 


(Continued on page 42) 


On TPA’s ‘Chan’ 
Television Programs of Ameri- 
ca’s “The New Adventures of 
Charlie Chan” has racked up sales 
in a roster of markets in an ap- 
proximate six-week span. 
Sponsors include Prescription 
1500 of Washington, Ind., which 
will sponsor skein in at least ten 
markets; Coca-Cola, Atlanta, Ga.; 
Dixie Beer, New Orleans; Bowman 
Biscuit, Denver; Atkinson & ‘Co., 
real estate brokers, Indianapolis. 
Other markets. include WCAU, 
Philadelphia; KRCA, Los Angeles; 
WNAC, Boston; WWL-TV, New Or- 
leans; WWJ-TV, Cleveland; KWK- 
TV, St. Louis; WTVJ, Miami; and 
Dallas-Fort. Worth; Jacksonville, 
Fla.; Tampa-St. Petersburg; Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; Wilkes-Barre-Scranton; 
Oklahoma City and Youngstewn, 
Prescription 1500 markets include 
Cincinnati, Peoria, Kansas City, 





| Toledo, Memphis, Louisville, Fort 


Wayne, Evansville and Champagne. 

In the foreign field, the most re- 
cent sale will put the French- 
dubbed version of “Fury” on the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., start- 
ing Nov. 1. Dubbing of the series 
now is being done in Paris. 


<= 
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~ ‘POST-’48’ NO MAGIC SYMBOL 





Reruns Fetch Lower Prices 


While the first-run syndication field currently is enjoying a 
healthy market, with the good properties getting better prices 
than a year ago, a reverse development in many cases, is taking 


place in the rerun field. 
Generally reruns, with some 
prices 


market to market. 


Syndicators have tried to meet the problem by bulk selling, the 
library sales, the strip programming etc., buoying their pitch with 
the oft-repeated experience of a property doing better rating-wise 
on rerun than it did \the first time around. 

But, in the main, the price currently being paid for the rerun 
shows, especially the oldies, has dropped, many syndicators putting 
the decline about 20% as compared to a year ago. This market 
condition has had two effects—one, it has forced syndicators to 
seek—and in most cases get—higher prices for their properties 
the first time around. A large body of spot advertisers and stations, 
caught in a product pinch last year when comparative few first-run 
skeins were available, now realize they must support a new prop- 


erty price-wise. 


The secondary effect of fhe depressed rerun price situation is 
to make many syndicators, especially the weaker ones, barter prone. 
Barter, via a tieup with an advertiser, offers syndicators a chance 
to move a bulk of properties off their shelves in many markets. 
Usually, the syndicator takes the barter route when straight sell- 
ing fails to bring desired revenue results. 


Situation has been brought about by the plentitude of 
properties now in the rerun field, each season bringing in another 
wave of shows, and with the old shows seldom retired from the 
market, the sheer size of pool tends to depress prices. Another 
factor is the fringe time periods, previously occupied by reruns of 
series, now is taken over by features, the degree varying from 


| 


exceptions, are. bringing lower 











Tom O'Neil’s Abbey 


Theatre Deal, 





Filming 13 90-Mins. Plays for TV 


| 





Plays of the world renowned Ab- + | 


bey Theatre, with Abbey players 
participating, will be filmed for tv 
distribution in the U. S. under a 
deal worked out with RKO Tele- 
radio. The deal, agreement on 
which still must be reduced to writ- 
ten contracts, calls for a series of 
13 Abbey plays on film, either of 


an hour or an _ hour-and-a-half 
length, all to be filmed in Ireland, 
or perhaps initially"im London. 

Tom O'Neil, RKO Teleradio prez, 
during his recent trip abroad, be- 
gan negotiations in Ireland with 
Emmet Dalton, repping the Abbey 
Theatre in the venture. Dalton 
came to the U. S. as a follow 
through and got a hamdshake on the 
project, which is hoped to spark 
the building of film studios in Ire- 
land. The country currently hasn't 
any film studio facilities. 

RKO Teleradio, which is putting 
up financing and which has story 
and budget approval rights, hopes 
to make a network deal for the 
series. The initial Abbey play, al- 
ready filmed and shown around to 
possible interested parties, is a 
comedy, “Professor Tim.” The out- 
fit in Ireland which turned out the 
pilot and made the deal with RKO 
is Dublin Film and Television Pro- 
ductions. 

According to Variety's Dublin 
correspondent, Abbey plays are be- 
ing adapted for the screen by Hy 
Kraft and the second play in the 
series will be “Boyd's Shop” by St. 
John Ervine. It goes into produc- 
tion at Nettlefeld Studios, London, 
next month. Others in the imme- 
diate lineup are “This Other Eden,” 
by Louis Dalton and “Twenty Years 
A-Wooing,”” by John McCann. Pre- 
duction will be switched to studios 
now under construction in Ireland 
as soon as they are ready, about 
mid-November, and ‘deliveries are 
skedded for one a month through 
1958. 


WPIX Attracting 
National Clients 


WPIX, N. Y., which will have 
83° of its total weekly evenifig 
viewing time devoted to telefilms 
this fall, finds the half-hours at- 
tracting the national advertisers. 

In fact, discounting the regional 
advertisers, the indie now claims 
that less than 1% of the station’s 
advertisers are local sponsors. Re- 
cent study finds that 70 different 
national advertisers are sponsors 
and participants in the New York 
Daily News’ station schedule. 

Recent participation buys in- 
clude Liggett & Myers for a 52- 
week spot campaign and Pontiac 
Division of General Motors for 
42-week spot drive... , jr 








Tokar to Meg ‘Beaver’ 


Hollywood, Adg. 20. 

Norman Tokar has been signed 
to direct first 13 telepix of “Leave 
It to Beaver” series, currently roll- | 
ing at Revue. 

Deal was set by David P. O'Mal-| 
ley, prexy of Gomalco Inc. and | 
partner of George Gobel in the 
series. 


Caravel Launches 
Built-For-TV Pix 
Production Centre 


Caravel Films, one of the oldest 
of the industrial-ty commercial 
production houses in New York, is 
opening new mid-Manhattan stu- 
dios on Sept. 1 and is claiming for 
them the distinction of the first 
built-for-tv film production centre! 
in Manhattan. New site, which 
houses a 75x100’ stage, a second 
insert stage and facilities for cut- 
ting, editing, animation, set con- 

(Continued on page 40) 











QUALITY, NOT: 


VINTAGE, COUNTS 


By MURRAY HOROWITZ 


With Paramount the only major | 


| 
feature pre-'48 backlog still not 
available to tv, all other compa- | 
nies having crossed the line, in one 
fashion or other, attention is being | 
focused on the post '48, the remain- | 
ing source of cinematic product. 
From the station film buyer's 
point of view, contrary to many as- 
sumptions in the trade, post ‘48 is 
not a magic symbol, which auto-| 
matically demands ‘gold, upped! 
prices because of newness. 





As one station buyer put it, 
paraphrasing Gertrude Stein, “A 
‘B’ is a ‘B’ is a ‘B’.” A poor pic- 


ture no matter what its vintage re- 
mains a poor pic. Sure, it's grant- 
ed that adding post-48’s to the sta- 
tion’s cinematic roster, especially 
if some of the newer pix are of the 
better variety, helps to create an 
impression among _ advertisers. 
There is a plus value involved. But 
in the last analysis, it’s the quality 
of the picture that draws the audi- 
ence and it’s better to have a quali- 
ty pic of older vintage than a new 
feature which may be a dog. 


+ 
| 
“7 


Elliot Hyman's AAP Prexy Status, 
Chesler Bd. Chm.; Deny Dissolution 


+ 
+ 


Elliott Hyman has been elected 
prez of Associated Artists Produc- 





, . 
‘Be My Guest Series {tions, Corp., succeeding Louis 
| Chesler, who continues as board 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. | ohairman 


New ty series, “Be My Guest,” | , 
rolls here Thursday (22), with! The elevation of Hyman to top 
Cobina Wright Sr. as hostess of | the parent company of Associated 
pilot and Zsa Zsa Gabor, Robert & | Artists Productions, Inc., the oper- 
Rosemary Stack, BevHills hatter ating subsid, came amid reports 
Rex and dance team of Betty Cur-. that there had been a fallout be- 
tis, Alex Ruiz and Ricky Gonsalez | tween Hyman and financier Chesler 
as guests. }over policy. It’s understood that 
Lee Scott is exec producer of | Chesler is taking over the distribu. 
series, with Peggy Cleary as pro-|tion of the Warner pix and other 
ducer, Total of 32 telepix are) properties and leaving the AAP 
planned, with some _ shooting|setup. But company spokesmen 
abroad in the blueprints. | ee, coupled with Hyman's 
election to the presidency and 


Chesler’s continuance as board 
Goodson- odman 


chairman, may indicate the healing 
Broaden Their . 
roaden YT | 
{ 





of the breach. 

A pyess conference, slated for 
yesterday (Tucs.), called to herald 
Hyman’'s election and company's 
earnings, was called off the last 
minute because of an illness of 
Hyman, 

Hyman formerly had been gener- 
al manager of the parent company 
and prez of AAP, Inc., its operating 
subsid, the latter title stiii being 


Goodson-Todman, going strong 
retained 





This position which tends to put 
a ceiling on how much stations will 
pay for post-'48’s is germane to 
the recurrent negotiations on resi- 
duals which the studios have been 
holding with the guilds. Under 
the guilds’ contracts with the stu- 


dios, the guilds are to receive a! 


share of the revenues derived from 
tv on all pix made after the cut-off 
date of August, °48. So far, no 


in the live audience participation 


and quiz fields with six such shows! At the same time, the company 


networked, is diversifying strongly 
into telefilms. 

First sold entry, “The Web,” a 
network summer replacement for 
| Procter & Gamble, distributed by 
Screen Gems, will be utilizing a 
pilot for another G-T projected 
series as its.last episode. The pilot, 
to be scripted by Walter Brown 
Newman, will be “The Quill! and 


formula on what that share should | the Gun,” a project which had been 
be has been worked out, although |on G-T’s drawing boards for some 


reports indicate that a 25°) to 35°% 
share, to be divided among all the 


guilds, have been talked about. | 


That finally resolved residual 
payment, expected to be worked 


| time. 
Initial talks for an hour-long 
filmed anthology series have been 


issued a six-month earning state- 
ment For the half-year period 
ended June 30, net income was put 
at $1,237,628, or 76 cents a share 
lon 1,637,236 shares outstanding, 
Gross revenues totaled $26,660,000, 
of which $25,840 represented con- 
tracts with tv stations for lease of 
films. No comparison is available 
to prior wears because Associated 


Artists, in its present form, was 
organized in June, 1956. Company's 
shares are traded on the American 


Stock Exchange 
Sirice the acquisition of the War- 
ner Bros. library and ali the film 


| held with Stanley Kramer, Young 


|& Rubicam is known to be inter- rights, as well as the Popeye film 


out within a year or so, most likely | ested in the project, still in the | library from Paramount in June, 


will be tacked on the price of the | idea stage. Present plans call for | 


film to the station—and it’s this 
point which station film buyers 
currently question. 
prices over the past year have been 
on the upgrade, with new libraries 
opened up and competition among 
stations for cinematic product 
keen in many situations. Stations, 
which have bought the Metro li- 
brary, the top from 20th-Fox, War- 
ners, et al., have, in turn, upped 
their participation rates on the 
strength of new and better quality 
product capturing bigger audi- 
ences. 

But is there sufficient quality 
post-48’s to be made available 
which would warrant another 
round of rate hikes? It is the neg- 
ative response to this question 
whieh stimulates station buyers to 

(Continued on page 42) 


Cinematic | 


(Continued on page 30) 





| Kramer to act as overall producer,| - 
}as well as to direct a few. | 


on sie Plan Vidpix Series 
On ‘Trader Horn’ 


series, based on the works of Ray- 

mond Chandler. 
Bill Todman, partnered with| 

Mark Goodson, when asked about 

the financial risks of pilot making, 

responded by saying that the one- Hollywood, Aug. 20 


armed bandits offer you, if not , + Pos 
better odds, at least calculable Take — ie Trader Horn” has 
odds. Todman said that G-T, in! en acquired from the Horn fam- 


making the pilots, got mest of the| ily by Michel Kraike, ex-topper of 


underwriting from either the nets! 


“ lense a telefilm series abroad in 
or the distrib, such as Screen| vonjunction with Gross-Krasne 


ggg ee pete | ps | Ltd. Last week, Kraike was named 
coin to get over-budget plus values. | a G-K veepee by ouiilp N myo 
Two pilots which didn’t make it! Kraike will shoot the Horn = 
for this upcoming season at this| /" London — Kenya, using tac - 
(Continued 42) | ties developed by Kenya uc 

we een ae Dre j} tions Ltd. Latter firm has been 


TCF-TV operation, who plans to 








SG ‘Auditions’ A 32 & 20 Pattern 


Screen Gems may have come up 
with an answer to a problem as 
old as the syndication business 
itseli—how to break through the 
cost barrier in recouping produc- 
tion coin on firstrun syndication 
entries. The Columbia Pfctures 
subsid, through a series of cireum- 
stances, is now shelling out $35,000 
per episode for its “Casey Jones” 
series, about $8,000 above what's 
considered the ceiling for firstrun 
shows, yet hopes to be able to 
enterge with a profit the first 
time around. 

Secret lies in the fact that 
Screen Gems is only making 32 
episodes in the Alan Hale starrer, 
selling it on a 32 & 20 pattern 
instead of the ndrmal 39 firstrun 
and 13 repeats. What this means, 
of course, is that there’s a greater 
income-per-episode than in the 
normal 39 & 13 pattern. Beyond 
this, on the basis of superior qual- 
ity, Screen Gems claims to be get- 
ting a higher per-market price for 
the show than is normal for syndi- 
cated entries, 

In the past, the quality of syn- 
dicated production to a large ex- 
tent has been limited by an eco- 





nomic ceiling on production costs. 
If a syndicator , has gone. beyond | 


$27,000 per episode, he’s taken a 
long chance on recoupment within 
the first 18 months since the 
limited number of markets plus 
the going price limitations have 
made almost prohibitive a break- 
even return on the show, taking 
into consideration print and dis- 
tribution costs. The exceptions— 
very few—have been cases where 
syndicators got a good price in 
each market via a successful “‘qual- 
ity” pitch or through large re- 
gional deals. 

The 32 & 20 formula, however, 
may provide an answer to the prob- 
lems, though Screen Gems is 
adopting a “let’s wait and see” 
attitude. For one thing, there's 
the question of the larger number 
of reruns. In selling the show, 
Screen Gems hasn't run into any 
problems on this score, with the 
formula acceptable enough to the 
buyers. However, the films 
haven't gone on the air yet, and the 
audience reaction to that many re- 
peats remains t# be seen. Screen 
Gems is banking on the fact that 





Other TV-Film News 
on Page 42 


dui 








s denies 





lensing two series, “Adventures of 
Jungle Boy” and “African Patrol,” 
for G-K, but Kraike deal will be 











first which Hollywood firm will 
, | film direetly in Africa. 
|the audience composition is anti-| orn series will be based on 
cipated at about 50% moppets,| same book from which Metro made 
with consequently less objection to), feature film in 1931, and is 
repeats. Another consideration is | ciated for fall, 1958 release. 
= ~— ui picture on the show. | 

's n sold thus far in about 36 | 
major markets, with sales just ZIV SALES ON ‘KANE 4 
getting underway in the smaller | ’ . 
cities. Overall returns on the 
chow will determine the effective- | ‘HARBOR COMMAND 
ness of the 32 & 20 formula. | Ziv reports new sales on its two 

The formula was adopted out of | first-run properties “Harbor Com- 
sheer necessity, stemming from the mand” and “New Adventures of 
original circumstances in packag-| Martin Kane.” 
ing the show for syndication. It} On the sea advevnture skein, 
was originally planned, budgeted | Hamm Brewing has added two new 
and cast as a network entry, but! markets to the 55-station spread 
Screen Gems was unable to sell it| previously ordered, picking up 
in light of the shrinking number | KOAM-TV, Pittsburgh, Kans., and 
of national advertisers who can |WEEK-TV, Peoria, Ill. Also buy- 
support a high-priced network en- | ing the Wendell Corey starrer are 
try aimed at the kid audience.|the Rochester Milk Producers’ 
Subsequently, the station group | Assn. and Blue Cross, which will 
comprising WGN-TV, Chicago, the | co-sponsor the program on WVET~ 
Westinghouse stations, WPIX, N.Y. TV, Rochester, N. Y., and Muller- 
and KTTV, Los Angeles, decided | Pinehurst Dairy Co., which will use 
they wanted the show for syndica-| the show on WREX-TV, Rockford, 
tion and decided to back SG in the | II]. New station sales include 
production. But at the original | WNAC-TV, Boston. 
budgets, which couldn't be changed,| “Martin Kane” has been bought 
| SG would never have been able to! by Ventre Packing Co. for WTRI- 
;come out without changing the | TV, Schenectady-Albany-Troy, N.Y, 
| production schedule to 32 shows in- | and KOLD-TYV, Tuscon, and KTHV, 

stead of the customary 39, Little Rock. 4 
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New Season Invites New Litigation; 


Sam Lawrence, 


Want Borge? Buy Hens 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Cornish hens seems to be the 
way to influence Victor Borge, 
Comie turned down a sub- 
stantial offer from an auto 
manufacturer earlier this 
year, for a video one-shot. 


Celia Raeder Suits 





Each new ty season with its new¢ 


formats and properties inevitably 
invites a flock of suits charging 
plagiarism, etc. This season is no 
exception. For example: 

Double-barralled suit against 
NBC and the packagers and spon- 
sors of “Bride & Groom” and “Peo- 
ple Are Funny” for $1,700,000 in 
damages was filed in N.Y. federal 
district court last week by Samuel 
Lawrence. Named as defendants in 
the action. which charges violation 
of copyright, were NBC, Bride & 
Groom Inc., John Masterson, John 
Reddy, John Nelson, John Guedel, 
John Guedel Productions, WRCA- 
TV, Toni Inc., Gillette Safety Razor 
Co., Miles Labs, Seeman Bros. and 
several John Does. 

Lawrence claims he copyrightea 
in 1938 five ideas and manuscripts 
for radio and tv shows based on 
radio marriages, both in terms of 
on-the-air ceremonies and in intro- 
ducing young couples on the air 
with object matrimony. Ideas were 
submitted to NBC and others, the 
complaint states, and subsequently 
NBC appropiated the ideas and 
used them in “Bride & Groom.” 

In 1955, Lawrence stated, he filed 
suit against several of the defend- 
ants in California courts for in- 
fringement on “B&G,” and the 
suit was settled out of court by a 
fee plus an agreement by which 
Lawrence released the defendants 
from the action but reserved rights 
to sue for future damages. In July 
of this year, the defendants re- 
sumed the «production of “B&G” 


Yet he guested for free last 
, week on KHJ-TV, during break 
on a late feature show. 
Seems that the show is spon- 
sored by local McDaniel mar- 


Weekly ‘Wisdom’ 


With 26 “Wise Men” interviews 
already in the can, NBC-TV has 
decided to slot its “Wisdom” series| ket chain. It’s reported that 
as a weekly feature instead of| Borge, who markets frozen 
spotting the conversations sporadi- Cornish hens under the Vibo 
cally. “Wisdom” moves into label, is near a deal for the 
the Sunday 2:30 to 3 p.m. period chain to sell his product. 
on the web starting Sept. 15 and 


ing for 26 weeks. | oak © ie 
i Kickotfer is the tinted interview Maizlish’s FM er Sets 
with Pablo Picasso, which shows nae 

Milton Cross Presents 


the artist at work and stays away 

from politics. Second show is a 

talk with Israeli Prime Minister Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

David Ben-Gurion. Others in the| Milton Cross, dean of music 

series are Igor Stravinsky, Ruth | commentators, has been inked by 

St. Denis and Ted Shawn, Vanne-| Harry Maizlish to host a new three- 

var Bush, Niels Bohr and Jacques| hour nightly transcribed music 
program, to bow on Maizlish’s 

KRHM (FM), here on Sept. 2. 


Maritain. 

m Program, “Milton Cross Presents” 
TV will be produced and directed 
WJZ- Accenting | in Gotham by Ira Marion. Signing 
of Cross is part of Maizlish’s long- 
range plan to revamp programming 
. : 'on his FM station, which he re- 
e trips tained after he sold KFWB to 
| Crowell-Collier interests. KRHM 
| was formerly KFWB-FM, but Maiz- 

lish retained property in the sale. 


Lemon as Consultant 


Bloomington, Ind., Aug. 20. 
Bob Lemon, who resigned re- 














Baltimore, Aug. 20. 

In the belief that local audience | 
and sales appeal, even if grounded 
on film, gains added power when 
complemented by solid strips of lo- 
cal live shows geared to local con- 
ditions, Larry Israel, new genera! | 





Westinghouse station here, has/kas Tarzian’s WTTV in Indianapo- 
hired three top local personalities. |lis after nine years, officially 
Coming over to WAAM (which | checked out of the station this 
becomes WJZ-TV in September) | week. 5 
are Jack Wells and Buddy Deane,| He will continue residence in 
both hired away from popular ra- Bloomington for the time being 
dio shows. Another live addition | While serving as a station consul- 
is newsman Keith McBee, signed | tant. 
away from WBAL-TV where he| 
handled major local news broad- | 
casts for nine years. 














despite previous settlement. 

Second part of the action, against 
Guede!l, Toni, Gillette and others 
charges that for the past two years 
Guedel’s “People Are Funny” 
show. also on NBC, has used a se- 
quence based on Lawrence's copy- 
righted material, in which young 


couples are introduced on the show 
with possible marriage as a goal | 
Science Suit 

A packager of science shows 
who aiready is engaged in litiga- 
tion over one of her series has 
warned CBS-TV that its new “Con- 
quest" show “closely parallels, 
if it does not actually appropriate. 
the ideas, format, contents and 
scope” that same series. Warning 
was sent to CBS-TV, along: with 
sponsor Monsanto Chemical and 
the American Assn. for the Ad- 


vancement of Science, by Celia 
Raeder, who claims “Conquest” ap- 
propriates the ideas of her own 
“Creative Frontiers.” 


Miss Raeder, who claims she 
submitted the “Creative Frontiers” 
format on three separate occasions 
to CBS-TYV, is currentiy the plain- 
tiff in a $20,100,000 suit against 


the New York Times and its late 
science editor, Waldemar Kaempf- 
fert, for allegedly conspiring to 
prevent her from producing “Crea- 
tive Frontiers.” The legal warning 


to CBS and Monsanto, sent through 
attorney Edward A. Winkelman, 
added that the: AAAS was one of 
the science associations was tech- 
nical adviser and host for “Creative 
Frontiers.” 


WCAU-TV’s Concept 
On Station Coverage 
Based on 2-Year Study 


Philadelphia, Aug. 20. 

WCAU-TV has developed a con- 
cept in television station coverage 
maps which it believes is the first 
of its kind. New map is based on 
factual proof, accumulated over an 
extensive two-year period. 

To establish station’s actual serv- 
ice area, researchers gathered info 
from a number of direct sources; 
ARB audience surveys in outlying 
cities, and community antenna 
system program listings. They 
ploughed through 30 daily news- 
paper tv listings, and the station's 
mail pull to determin new cover- 
age area. All evidence of actual tv 
service was coordinated with sta- 
tion’s engineering contour estab- 
lished by FCC standards. 

WCAU-TY covers 40 counties in 
four states, including 10 major 
markets from Atlantie City, N. J., 
to Hazelton, Pa, New map pin- 
points fact that within this area 
more than seven million people 
earn a spendable income of some 
$14 billion annually. 





e 
In the film department, WAAM Elliot Hyman 


has both Metro and RKO libraries, | ——— continued from page 29 =e 


as well as Terrytoons and Popeye | r 4 
cartoons, in addition to other ma-| 1956, Associated Artists has en-’ 





terial. | tered into contracts for sale of its 
7 duct in the sum of $26,750,000. 
One of station’s three major day- | pe : ep eae 
: “.|Hyman pointed out that in line 
tise live’ shows will. be pro with the company’s accounting 





rammed i ; i : : 
pte at on Fe ihe -tessyp- method of reporting income, only 
week, with Jack Wells at the helm. | 25% of the contracts written are 


a ‘ ; } taken into income, with the other 
In the framework of a local design, | 75% pro-rated over the term of the 


it will feature music, weather, | ‘ tract 

service, with strong emphasis on | ©°?‘T@t- 

local news and interviews. In -a statement, Hyman called 
bankers’ confidence in the firm 


The afternoon highlight will be|“most gratifying.” 

: ° oe 2 st gratifying. Upon comple- 
come = Fen which will in- | tion of the WB library for $21,000,- 
coe a ie live Baltimore 999 the company paid $7,000,000 
ee party, using youngsters |in cash, and obtained a loan of 
rom the area’s teen centers as its | $9,000,000 and issued a $5,000,000 
guests and featured players. Mc- | deferred payment to Warner, all 
a night Biscey oe strip, tagged | pavable over three years. Last 
A naig al ‘12:23 Edition | April 26, Manufacturers Trust Co. 

In the 6 an eo 10:30 | assumed a Warner obligation and 
: P. bce noe P.M. | consolidated the entire $14,000,000 
periods, the ABC-TV affiliate will | gent into one loan. This loan has 
fave, & seven-day strip of feature | heen reduced to $9,620,000 by sub- 
—. | stantial acceleration of payments 


originally scheduled and at. the 
WABC’s July Biz Peak 


isame time the company was 
| authorized to increase the amount 

Billings for WABC, the ABC 
radio flagship in New York, hit an 


retained for operating purpdses 
alltime high during July. Billings 


|from 17.5% to 35% of collections. 
| The remainder is going to the bank 

were 20% over the previous rec- 

ord month last year. 


| for debt retirement. 
Responsible for the surge were 

some 50 advertisers who signed for 

new and renewed business during 

the month, according to general 

manager Stewart Barthelmess. 





Soviet TV Tie - 


——_= Continued from page 27 gaa 








| Soviets charged, interfere with pro- 
;}motion of friendy relations. 
In its proposal for visits of radio- 


Donald O’Connor t¥ experts the U. S. denied that 


=== Continued from page 27 == fingerprinting itself impairs im- 


draw to other media, so the public| Proved relations between the na- 
won't see him so often.” tions. Such practice is routine in 

As for fee-teevee, O'Connor re-| the U. S. and has not prevented ex- 
marks, “It would be wonderful for! -hanges with other countries, said 
the producer. He could make a} - 

, a note delivered to Sergei R. 
million bucks. But what can pay-ty Stri > Ch D’Affai f th 
offer which can’t be seen now for). — ee 
free?” | Soviet Embassy. 

As for the argument that pay-tv|_ The Department 
would permit “big” productions to) 5°viet_ Government 
be made for video, O'Connor asks, ©°"Vinced” that 
“How big can you make a produc- 
tion for television? You can only 
see so many dancers or actors on 
a small screen?” Vet telecasting exec Richard W. 

O’Connor would like to stay a| Hubbell has joined International 
performer for some time, then| News Service as a business rep in 
move on to production. He directed| the New York office. He'll handle 
his tv shows, with Sidney Miller,|1NS services to radio-tv stations, 
he points out. However, “I have| newspapers and agencies in the 
no desire to be a one-man show.| New York and New England areas. 
I don't aspire to be the producer, | Also joining INS in a similar ca- 
the director and the star, all in| pacity in Atlanta is John A. Bun- 
one,” } ing. 

















informed the 
that it is 
broadcast ex- 





Hubbell To INS 








9| WGN-TV next Monday (26) 


manager of the recently acquired | cently as general manager of Sar-| 


| Tommy Robe'ts . . 





Radio-TV Production Centers 


Continued from page 26 


came across on old file of 20 years ago giving an account of a project 
for pay-radio. It was still-born . . . The Mannie Manheims made thi 
news last week: He left CBS-TV to join (NBC’s) California Nation 
as production exec; Martha (Mrs. Mannie) sold some verse to Sateve- 
post, aid Mannie has a fiction piece in his typewriter for SEP... 
J. English Smith, recently a program exec with ABC-TV, tied up with 
General Film Laboratories as assistant sales director . . . Pressed for 
space to house the Guy Mitchell show, ABC sub-leased the E] Capitan 
theatre in Hollywood from NBC ... Jack Benny’s J & M Productions 
will give Dennis Day another try in his own show. A pilot of a half-hour 
story line comedy show is being prepared. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Chicago Unjimited throwing a welcoming bash for Dr. Frances Hor- 
wich teday (Wed.) at the Sheraton. Her “Ding Dong Schooi” starts on 
. . . Richard Cahill, ex-ABC ty sales, has 
returned to NBC-TV spot sales under Jack Mulholland .. . Marcella 
Hein, WNBQ'’s “Bible Time” storyteller, leaving after 12 years to make 
her home in California. Adele Hemphill is taking over Miss Hein’'s 
other job in prop procurement at the station ... WBKB has purchased 
reruns of 179 Waiter Lantz cartoons and 191 Looney Tunes for fall slot- 
ting on kid shows .. . Ray Mueller, ex-Sarra, Inc., now a film director 
at Kling . . . Hugh Hill, WBBM special events director, has prepared 
tapes on Milwaukee's pennant fever . . . WGN picking up nearly two 
hours of the Tribune’s Chicagoland Music Festival this Saturday (24) 
|. . . Barbara Becker takes over as female vocalist of “Club 60” this 
week now that Nancy Wright, recently wedded to WCFL’s Lee Petrillo, 
has retired from show biz. . . Holland Engle, WGN, Inc. news chief, 
covering third assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Min- 
neapolis this week .. . WBBM’s “Ear on Chicago” devoting Saturday's 
(24) show to behind-the-scenes color of Highland Park Music Theatre's 
version of “South Pacific” ... Dom McNefli and 20 members of “Break- 
fast Club” trouped to West Side Veterans Hospital on Monday (19). 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Changes: Vie Reed, publicity boss, got the ax at KGO, ABC's o-and-o 
Which John Mitchell and his Chicago gang took over last January... 
Bill Ryan, promotion chief at KPIX the last year, quit... .Richard 
Barnett, KNBC and Radio Free Asia graduate, named public relations 
manager—that is, fund-raiser—at educational KQED, Marilyn Sidwell’s 
moving over from publicity to help Barnett, and Arlene Weiss named 
new assistant to publicity chief Marianne Goldman . . . Carol Martin 
| added to technical staff . . . George Martin departed Hollywood after 

17 years to become KRON’s new newscaster . . . Carol Leyene, Frisco 

| tv writer-producer, laid up at Kaiser Hospital with a kidney ailment 
|. . . KSFO started a new pre-game 49er Sportlites with Bob Hansen 
| directing activities from the Sheraton-Palace’ Corner . . . Northern 
Calif. Academy of TV hosted Jaime Del Vaile of “Lineup” . .. Don 
Sherwood on verge of starting a weekly tv show in Los Angeles—he’ll 
commute, 


IN PHILADELPHIA . .-. 


Pete Boyle (“Uncle Pete”) who ankled WRCV-TV last year after long 
run as one of stations top personalities, joins WPFH next month... 
Bob Laurence, WIP theatre critic, planes to Italy to tape interviews at 
Venice Film Festival (Sept. 2-15) . . .Gunnar Back, WFIL-TV news 
director, in Washington (16) to film talks with Senators McClellan, 
Kennedy along with members of the Penna., New Jersey and Dela- 
ware Congressional contingents .. . For seventh consecutive season, 
WCAU has exclusive coverage of Eagles football games in area, broad- 
casting the six pre-season and 12 regular league tilts. Play-by-play 
will be handled by station’s sport’s director Bill Campbell assisted by 
. Steve Allen to headline hoopla marking opening 
of $10 million Gimbels-Upper Darby store (22) . ... WRCV-TV skeds 
are pix package next month for its Sat. night “Movie 3” series, among 
them four Italian films including “Bitter Rice” . . Howard Miller, who 
took over as host of NBC-TV’s Club 60 (19) in for exploitation—sales 
visit with brass at WRCV-TV, net’s local outlet. 


IN DETROIT... 


WWJ hus added three sports events to its program schedules. It will 
radio broadcast the entire schedule of U. cf Michigan football games 
with veteran sportscaster Bill Fleming handling the play-by-play .. . 
Three Detroit Lions pre-season professional football games will be 
aired over WWJ radio with Bob Reynolds and Bob Powell calling the 
| plays... WWJ-TV will televise the final game of the Babe Ruth League 
World Series game Saturday (24) originating in Ann Arbor. Nearly 
100,000 boys in 46 states, six Canadian provinces and one European 
country competed in the Babe Ruth program which culminates each 
season in the World series. John Parker will handle the play-by-play 
with Todd Purse proving the color. Sponsor is Coca-Cola and the agency 
is McCann Erickson. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 


In cooperation with the Minnesota Historical Society WCCO-TV is 
sponsoring contest for a half-hour video script on the subject of Minne- 
sota history for a tv show to commemorate the state centennial cele- 
bration next year. Winner will receive $1,000-. . . Frank Butler, free- 
lancer, quitting his WCCO Radio shows and tv commercials here and 
moving to West Coast . . . KSTP-TV’s locally produced “Treasure 
Chest” show's recent guests have included pianist Carmen Cavallero, 
screen star Inger Stevens, comédian Herb Shriner and native Randy 
Merriman of “The Big Payoff,” the last-named vacationing here . . . 
Jack Thayer, local disk jockey for 15 of his 34 years, promoted by 
Storz’s *WDGY Radio in general manager, succeeding Stephen Launski 
who resigned to become an ABC Radio network v.p. in New York... 
James R. Hoel from Katz Advertising Agency, Chicago, appointed 
WTCN-TV’s new general sales manager under its present Time, Inc., 
ownership . . . Two local radio stations, WPBC and WTCN, using large 
newspaper display ads to inform public they've banned rock ’n’ roll. 











| 
| 





changes between the nations which 
are “periodic, uncensored and re- 
ciprocal in nature” can be carried 
out in such a way “which will 
|make a significant contribution to 
the easing of international tensions 
land the increase of mutual under- 
standing between the two coun- 
tries.” The U. S., it asserted, “is 
eager to take any and all appro- 
priate steps which will accelerate 
and increase the development” of 
such exchanges. 

The note declared that in order 
to facilitate technical, scientific 
and cultural exchanges between the 
nations the U. S. “is prepared to 
accept the, proposal of the USSR 
to begin negotiations on the devel- 
opment of contacts of this nature 





in conjunction with periodic ex- 
changes of radio and tv . broad- 
casts.” 

However, the Department sug- 
gefted’ that preliminary to such 
discussions, “small delegations of 
radio and tv experts be exchanged 
jat an early date.” Such visits, it 
explained, would enable the na- 
tions to become better acquainted 
with each other’s broadcast facili- 
ties. 


Nyary Critically Ill 
Alee Nyary, vet NBC publicist, 
is on the eritical list at the Hospital 
for Joint Diseases, N.Y. 
Nyary has been suffering from 
an ‘eee of hepatitis for the past 
wee 
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When you shake a barrel of apples long enough... 
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the big ones come 1 











THE GRAY GHOST CAPT. DAVID GRIEF 


BEST PROGRAM SCHEDULE EVER! 


THE GRAY GHOST DECOY CASEY JONES DICK POWELL STARS 
WHIRLYBIRDS BADGE 714 SAN FRANCISCO BEAT RANGE RIDER 

POPEYE IDA LUPINO STARS THE TRACER LIFE WITH FATHER 
MAMA TOMAHAWK DAVID NIVEN STARS DEEP SEA ADVENTURES 
KINGDOM OF THE SEA PATROL CAR HALLS OF IVY BRAVE EAGLE 

STUDIO 57 THE TRAP MYSTERIES MAN BEHIND THE BADGE SKY KING 

DR. HUDSON’S SECRET JOURNAL ABBOTT & COSTELLO MYSTERY THEATRE FEDERAL MEN 

CODE 3 NTA “PREMIERE PERFORMANCE” DR. CHRISTIAN BIG GAME HUNT 
HIGHWAY PATROL CAPTURED FAST GUNS OF THE WEST CRIME DETECTIVE 
AMOS 'N’ ANDY SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE CITY DETECTIVE PARIS PRECINCT 

THE WHISTLER INNER SANCTUM PUBLIC DEFENDER MAN CALLED X 
COMBAT SERGEANT THE SILENT SERVICE SHEENA VICTORY AT SEA 
CAPTAIN GRIEF FRONTIER DOCTOR 1 SEARCH FOR ADVENTURE CHARLES BOYER STARS 
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TOMAHAWK 





FRONTIER DOCTOR CASEY JONES 


WPIX-11 has been doing just that. For 3 years now = 
we’ve been shaking the barrel of half-hour film shows... 
culling and selecting the best on the market. 

And we think we know our apples! 


The proof of the pudding is that WPIX-11 
has enjoyed the greatest audience increases of any -TV Station 
in New York...538% in the last 2 years!* 


WPIX-11 has a barrel of hand-picked shows...the 
BEST and the MOST...over 60, in fact for the fall. 









new york 


wPIXx 


The Television Station of the New York Daily News 
Represented by: Peters, Griffin, Woodward, Ine, 


(*NS! 6-11 PM, S-S, April 8-weeh 1957-1955) 
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VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na. 
tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bur- 


eau on a monthly basis. 


Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top- 


rated film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. 
Ali ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- 


tion about film in each market 
stations ond clients as an aid 
show in the specific market. 


» which can be used by distributors, agencies. 
in determining the effectiveness of a filmed 
Attention should be paid to time—day and 


\ 


VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated Film Chart 





time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 
time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 
have a large share and an audience composed largely of children, with cor- 
responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market. Abbre- 
viations and symbols are as follows: (Adv), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr), drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 
(Myst), mystery; (Q), quis: (Sp), sports; (W), western: (Wom), 
women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 


edistributors rep the national sponsor from whom the film is aired. 



































TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND JULY SHARE SETS IN TOP COMPET.NG PROGRAM 
AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
; kK 3 ye . WCBS (2), WRCA (4), WABD (5), WABC (7), 
NEW YORK Approx. Set Count—4.525.000 Stations yp (9), WPIX (11). WATV (13) 
1. Hichway Patrol (Adv) WRCA Ziv Mon. 7:00-7:30 | eee 50.1 30.3 | 7 O'Clock Report WCBS . 2.8 
CBS News—D. Edwards ..WCBS ....... 9.8 
2. Men of Annapolis (Adv) ..... WARE. ves esun : Ziv Tues. 10:30-11:00 pe ee a WO <0.¢« 40.8 Spike Jones We cides 12.9 
3. Top Plays of °57 (Dr) .. WRCA......... Screen Gems Tues 10:30-11:00 ........ | Fe eae rd 4-0:0,0 © 40:38 | Spilse @emee . «..<.sccsrd.. WORE ss cc8et 12.9 
4. Last of the Mohicans (W) .. WABC......... EL La ean a 0-0 Fri. 10:30-93:00 .cccncss Shs 52% etd | ae 36.2, Pantomime Quiz .......... WERE accces: 15.9 
5. Death Valley Days (W) +g WE Pad a haceals 3 re Wed. T:GRFBO oc ccevser Pr eee 21.6 | 7 O'’Oteck Report WORS ssowsss 8.2 
CBS News—D. Edwards Wit cece 7.4 
6. If You Had a Million (Dr).....WCBS ........ MGA Lf Sat: FOR: .oweetbes Ba. iwkeaces ann edhe a 21.9 Annie Oakley Whe <so<eres 43 
Superman pg ) Fee 43 
7. Guy Lombardo (Mus) ........ a ee SS See Thurs. 7:00-7:30 .... ey Re er 20.3 | 7 O’Clock Report WORE s.c tee 7.7 
CBS News—D. Edwards _ ee 6.7 
S.. Basket Gesel Gaye), 26.00 cce OD. ii cdc we Bis cc ccccccs. Mon. 9:00-9:30 ......... or 8 ee oe 61.2 Twenty-One ee beens" 31.2 
®. Dr. Cheteiiam Gib)... cisccoce “MMC: . ccneat- ly ee Mon. 10:30-11:0 .. ...... Bey PE Pee Se 52.8 Studio One 
Summer Theatre ........ WOND ceased 31.9 
10. My Little Margie (Co)....... IE + 0.0 owen. NE. $6 encodes at, Geese viediceesa 6.0 a tek a ere WARG: . dees 4.3 
10. Silent Service (Adv) .........WRCA ....... SP eee Fri. 7:00-7:30 6.0 29.4 20.4 7 O'Clock Report WCBS 5.9 
CBS News—D. Edwards WCBS 6.1 
CHICAGO Approx. Set Count—2,900,000 Stations—WBBM (2), WNBQ (5), WBKB (7), WGN (9) 
A. Superwpen.fAOe ......creseess WGN Flamingo. . Fri. 6:00-6:30 14.0 62.5 22.4! News—J. Bentley WED cis -0n0 4.9 
2. State Trooper (Adv).......... S- « meumes |S) Se eee Wed. 9:30-10:00 ........ Beery ae | 41.6 | 20th Century Fox ......... WBBM ....... 12.3 
3. Silent Service (Adv)..... «es». WNBQ ee SUMS «sw ncdcveccss Tues. 9:30-10:00 ........ a ae UE: dich ah S od 43.4 | SD NN er Ones ce eu WBBM ,.... ..12.6 
4. Racket Squad (Myst)......... | re Bs 6 60008e0eees Tues. 8:30-9:00 ........ SPs ksaso ate Peer 38.2 | Spotlight Playhouse ....... We aera oe 11.9 
5. Highway Patrol (Adv).........WGN...... ee ee Fri. 8:00-8:30 ..cccceccs ee a Swe 34.6 Mr. Adams & Eve ......... WERE. custces 14.1 
6. City Detective (Myst)......... WAGs oo cc ce nes ae ee Fri. BB0-3G:00 ......0.6 cs on pty REPS EP Dated co deaees 32.6 | Pantomime Quiz .......... 3 Se 9.4 
7. Dem Amoohe (Be). . . ....cecses: WEEE 6 os oe meine | re Tues. 9:30-10:00 ... Treen ey A 43.4 | Silent ee ee WNBG .....: 12.8 
8. Secret Journal (Dr) ...... ee | ere BEG > ons tdes ced Sat. 10:00-10:30 «...5.. a OED. spree Fe% 48.9 | Best CR ae WR xs 0 08 21.8 
9. Sheriff of Cochise (W)........ er oy Ee eee oe Sat. 7:30-8:00 ........ >) ae ee 7 eae 35.7 | Julius oY eat os WHEG 2 2.66.4 19.2 
10. Men of Annapolis (Adv) WGN Ziv Mon. 9:30-10:00 9.8 22.2 44.2 Studio One ; 
Summer Theatre WBBM 21.1 
. wT (9 ia pater “A , — 
LOS ANGELES Approx. Set Count—2,313,000 Stations—j yy (9) &TTY CO ee -¥, o" KABC (7), 
i. San Franciseo Beat (Dr).. KTTV CBS Sat. 9:30-10:00 te 35.2 . 46.2 | Dollar A Second BRCH. &. 0 ..c- 9.7 
2. Life of Riley (Ce). . ..0 veces: iy eer DE. sts wettdene Mon, 8:30-9:00 ....... Bae i vbeees 3 ee. 52.5 Wells Fargo et ee, 
3. Whirlybirds (Adv) ........... Eaee . .cacccteces BD: sis Gee o Gees Mon. 7:30-8:00 ........ Sten we tent BC codes ees 47.7 | Godfrey’s Talent Scouts . NAT s..ptex 10.0 
4. Death Valley Days (W)........ ERCA. . caveses et errr TTY Bat. 706-720 ...s dase tee 8! errr 34.0 | Jimmy Durante NAT csces 1. 68 
5. Highway Patrol (Adv)........ oy eee Pere ee ree Mon. 9:00-9:30 ........ 7 aa ae ass online 67.1 |Twenty-One .............. RRA cadence. 23.6 
6. State Trooper (Adv).......... Bee \ carckewne ot a ee Mon. 8:00-8:30 ........  SEyerr , | ka Ee 49.8| Those Whiting Girls ...... Wa) Poamcca 14.9 
7. David Niven (De). .....cccecs. 8 ye CPIM. ca vocdees Mon. 10:00-10:30 ...... ESE 18.3.. . 55.7| Welk’s Top Tunes ........ Ree asecvee 14.5 
8. Sheriff of Cochise (W) ....... i.) Es inigdeses Tues. 9:30-10:00 ........ arr ee 56.4; Spike Jones....... +. ..n.0. KNB 52 wesc 14.3 
9. Confidential File (Doc)........ . 6¢6a00g4 COIR 4, Dik Gow'ene es Mon. 9:30-10:00 ........ | Pee, + DEB 5. Scie de 38 63.9 Welk’s Top Tunes......... RARE? Asdshoo 16.9 
10. Men of Annapolis (Adv) > yy eer to estceeodene Thurs. 7:30-8:00 ....... Mibiéevewes MEM: aipitess 37.5 | Search For Adventure BO Tests 8.3 
10. Search For Adventure (Adv) KCOP aed. Thurs. 7:00-7:30 I a ae es . . 35.7; Amos ’n Andy KNWO is. .<-3 8.0 
Men of Annapolis KNXT 9.1 
CLEVELAND Approx. Set Couni—1,900,000 Stations—KYW (3), WEWS (5), WJW (8) 
1. Highway Patrol (Ady) WJw Ziv Tues. 10:30-11:00 Bee fe 50.9 48.8 | Four Star Theatre WEWS :..... 13.5 
2. Mr, District Attorney (Myst) ..KYW........ | ree - Tues. 10:00-10:30 21.0. . ERD OF. Pade ccece 55.8 | $64,000 Question Wate sisvcer 31.6 
3. Silent Service (Adv) WED, cwesawees DN « Raeatnd ois Sat. 10:30-11:00 ....... 19.9 .: deanna GWO%, ~via -.: 38.0} Adventure Theatre ....... Re taceenad 11.0 
4. Sheriff of Cochise (W) ........ ee Ws béeedewes nore Sun. 10:30-11:00' .wccs ..19.4.. senses SO0-6..3 eee @0.2| What's My Line .......... WO eveiwtss 27.2 
5. Men of Annapolis (Adv)....... $a BN. 2 ces nd ctRewee Wed. 10:30-11:00 ....... 17.2 ..éae EO. .cccces 51.2 | 20th Century Fox ....... 3) nee 26.6 
6. State Trooper (Adv).......... oy Pee Te EE ES Mon. 10:30-12:00 ...00..12.6.0.c00ccs soe . 49.7 | Studio One 
Summer Theatre WHE 6 éckéax 25.9 
7. Frontier Doctor (W)...... aN | ae ee eT ere Mon. 7:00-7:30 ....,.... 12.3 «.. «000» DO rotate 9. 24.2 | Waterfront WE .<sacecn 8.3 
8. Martin Kane (Myst).......... a Oe DN oo Cea ie Sum. TS TO f. ccc Os 95 tenes CN Si acter © 24.7 | Scoreboard; Range Rider fo | 8.8 
9. Flamingo Theatre (Dr) ....... WEWS . Flamingo...... ,- Mon. S00-K30 . 2.0.60: Ok ee aes, | Chava 0 51.8 | Twenty-One hs ye par ee 28.8 
9. Soldiers of Fortune (Adv) eT . .<seccus on ae eA Tues. 10:30-11:00 DOs dtu 21.7 48.8 Highway Patrol Me. bo wceed 24.8 
10. Annie Oakley (W) WJW CBS Sat. 6:30-7:00 . 9.4 61.9 15.2! Gene Autry WEWS 5.2 
ATLANTA Approx. Set Count—575,000 Stations—WSB (2), WAGA (5), WLW-A (11) 
1. Hiighway Patrol (Adv) .WAGA Ziv Fri. 10:00-10:30 16.8 51.1 32.9 | Secret Journal WSB 11.2 
2. Ellery Queen (Myst) Lo! Eee TPA Sat. 9:30-10:00 tk eres 50.5 31.3 | Adventure Theatre WSB x. a 
3. O. Henry Playhouse (Dr)...... MD. sk sacads Gross-Krasne Tues. 9:30-10:00 SOD... sinwann 6 a ae 39.1 Baseball WLW-A ......18.1 
3. Sheriff of Cochise (W)........WSB.....e.e.. NTA weeee.- Wed. 10:00-10:30 8 err a 31.1 | State: Tepemee «. icc ccces Os 2 Sten 14.0 
4. Dr. Christian (Dr) =A Bae eee Wed. 9:30-10:00 14.2  . ae 45.1 | 20th Century Fox ......... WAGGA, .<e0% 22.4 
5. State Trooper (Adv) ......... WAGE: <ocrecs PAPEL: «et aeewesder Wed. 10:00-10:30 SEs vies ok 45.1 31.1 | Sheriff of Cochise ........ ks vasaek 14.5 
6. Men of Annapolis (Ady)...... WEA. s0bseus ls. cantes neke Thurs. 10:00-10:30 Sk ae ts dovedd 37.8 | Best of Groucho i. Sere 17.1 
7. Code 3 (Adv) WAGA. .. esccwe DP Stekeacds ee Tues. 10:00-10:30 BR cxwowars eer 27.6 | Captain David Grief WU \scotee~ 10.5 
8. Badge 714 (Myst) . eee. . vv swranig's PREM weedeeben Mon. 9:30-10:00 ke Ee 49.2 | Studio One ° 
Summer Theatre ....... WRG Sedess' 19.6 
8. Soldiers of Fortune (Adv) WERE « « aneewes le! reer rrr re Mon. 10:00-10:30 12.7 ee ED. bs Obin-4 ve Koei eae MD. a oda ves 11.7 
9. Science Fiction Theatre (Adv) WAGA........ Ziv eeeeeees. LueS. $:30-10:00 12.0 er re S05 [AOE ..s Kiccvdccudeces WLW-A ..... 15.1 
9. Waterfront (Adv) ......... WAGA. i sc00s | Wed. & 
Thurs. 10:30-11:00 fee ee ORY TOMSNIOEE 0.0 6e ec sssis cs WSB 11.2 
10. Martin Kane (Adv)...... eee WGA: . este errr Mon. 10:30-11:00 73... _ | a? 23.6 | Newsroom csbecp eet I t= aa ean 11.5 
10. Secret Journal (Dr) ...s0060.. WSB: .. 00000 00. MCA. .cescccces Fri. 10:00-10:30 ....... oh eee 3 Seas 32.9 | Kighway Patrol .......... WAGA ss; «i. 16.8 
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HI MOM 
With Shari Lewis, Jane Warren, 
eCarthy 


articipa 
WRCA-TYV, N. Y. 
“Hi Mom” is aimed at both 


mothers and moppets. It should 
appeal to the kiddies, particularly 
the girls, and may have some value 
for the distaff parents in its baby 
eare and cooking advice. On the 
overall, the program is geared 
more for juve than adult attention. 
It’s the under-school-age youths 
and young mothers at whom this 
hour-long cross-the*board entry is 
pitched. For the juves, there’s 
Shari Lewis and her puppets. Miss 
Lewis is an old hand at kiddie pro- 
grams and handles her job well. 
That’s reflected in her storytelling, 
puppeteering, game suggestions 
and other juve-slanted items. 
Catering to the parents are Jané 
Warren, a registered nurse, and 
Josie McCarthy, who handles the 
cooking suggestions. The show 
caught last Friday (16) had Miss 
Warren, who appears live and in 
“Baby Time” film clips with Dr. 
WwW. W. Bauer, whe gers § in a 
segment on the feeding of babies. 
Dr. Bauer, incidentally, is director, 
Bureau of Health Education, 
American Medical Assn. The cook- 
ing segment was limited to about 
the last five minutes of the pro- 
gram. Jess. 


Foreign TV Reviews 





MY HEART’S IN THE HIGH- 
LANDS : 

With Robia Brown, Reginald Marsh, 
Nerman MacOwen, Robert Riet- 
ty, Kerrigan David 
Grahame, Reginald Hearne, 
Franklin Fox, Brian Hankins, 
Nanette Newman, others 

Writer: William Saroyan 

Director: Jerry Epstein 

60 mins., Thurs., 9:15 p.m. 

Granada TV, from Manchester 
Granada TV must certainly be 

praised for its eourage in airing 

this offbeat drama. It had never 
been seen here before and was 
surely one of the biggest gambles 
the programmers had taken. Prior 
to the play’s presentation they 
asked viewers not to switch off 
their sets because it was a play 
outside their usual experience of 
the theatre. Whether the request 
was heeded is doubtful, but for 
those who strung along throughout 
the full 60 minutes, there must at 
some time have emerged a glim- 
mering of understanding for what 

Saroyan was getting at. However, 

the play can only appeal to a very 

small minority, and its commercial 
possibilities are practically nonex- 
istent. 

The tv version had obviously 
been hacked out of the original, 
but what was left of the plot, if 
it can be described as such, was 
about a penniless poet, his son and 
a cornet piaying ancient who'd 
escaped from an old folks home. 
Their lives appeared to be pre- 
sented, in a roundabout way, as a 
protest against all the material 
things in life. The bond between 
father and son was well portrayed 
by Reginald Marsh and’ Robin 
Brown, the 14-year-old son of actor 
Phil Brown. The mood turned on 
an off like a faucet between humor 
and pathos so, that it was impos- 
sible to become really absorbed 
in the action. The set, a shack 
somewhere in California with a 
dirtpatch-out front, was realistic. 


Bary. 
TELEMATCH 
With Enzo Tortora, Silvie Neto, 
others 


Director: Piero Turchetti 
65 Min.; Sun., @ p.m. 
RAI-TV, from Rome 

Currently the toprated weekly 
teleshow in this country, “Tele- 
match” is a quiz potpourri styled 
after a similar French video quizzer 
of some time ago. Popularity lies 
both in its varied format and, in- 
evitably, iff its key time slot: Sun., 
9 p.m. 

Grab-all quizzer starts off with 
mystery object guessing, given a 
fillip via remote pickups from var- 
ious unrevealed public squares in 
Italy, which help local identifica- 
tion as well as stimulating interest 
in the still-growing medium 


throughout the boot. Each failure |. 


to guess raises the ante, of course, 
and so on. Object is picked up 
several times each stanza, increas- 
ing suspense. Among other items 
on the “Telematch” agenda every 
week (a charade game was recent- 
ly dropped) is one called, in trans- 
lation, “brain and brawn,” in which 
a contestant who misses a crucial 
question is given a second chance 
at the $1,500 prize if his partner 
(“brawn”) fulfills his difficult phys- 
ical assignment, such as hitting a 


(Continued on page 40) 
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so 
the whole personality of NBC-TV’s 
“Club 60” is bound to © 
change under his helmship. n 
James maneuvered it, the daytimer 
was freewhee and utterly in- 
formal; with Miller, evidently, it’s 
going to be more businesslike and 
more briskly paced. A gift of 
glibness crowns Miller's winning 
ways, but whether this Chicago 
origination remains on the co-op 
network 13 weeks from now may 
depend not so much on his own 
talents as on his ability to integrate 
them with those of the cast. 

Miller hosted Monday's edition 
(19) with a smoothness that be- 
lied a debut. Though he wasn’t able 
so early to tap that one-big-happy- 
family spirit from his co-workers 
as James did so well—and perhaps 
he never will—he did transmit 
plenty of good fellowship and a 
personal enthusiasm for the show’s 
musical wares. On a few occasions 
he ft carried away by his own 
ability to talk and ran on about 
nothing in particular, and his eu- 

horia brought out a rash of super- 

tives (12 “wonderfuls” in the 
hour and many more “greats,” but 
the reviewer lost count), but on 
the whole he managed to keep 
his audience engaged, and the 
script kept the music coming fast 
enough. 

Same segment marked the “Club 
60” debut of singer Barbara 
Becker, taking over .for Nancy 
Wright who left the show last 
wee A wholesome looker with 
a fine set of pipes, Miss Becker 
fills the assignment more -than 
adequately. In two her_ numbers, 
“Boy Next Door” and “I Dreamed,” 
she exhibited spunky song sales- 
manship. Talent on the show con- 
tinues to run deep, the best of it 
being the showmanly Mello-Larks, 
who are as good in off-the-cuff 
chitchat as ‘in song. Mike Douglas 
has found ease in his role as the 
show’s male singer, and the Art 
Van Damme Quintet and Joseph 
Gallichio orch dish out firstclass 
instrumentals. 

Miller is still the key. He’s been 
on the brink of the big time before 
but never as near as now. If he 
can translate to the hosting chore 
those assets that made him one of 
the country’s top disk jockeys, he 
may get there yet, and the show 
with him. S. 





. Camera Three 


Recent death of Oliver Hardy 
is largely responsible for the “Cam- 
era Three” tribute to the team of 
Laurel & Hardy Sunday (18) via 
“Camera Three,” the CBS-TV edu- 
cational series originated by the 
network’s N.Y. flagship, WCBS-TV. 
“The Private World of Laurel & 
Hardy” was the first in a “Cam- 
era Three” series on American hu- 
mor from Mark Twain to James 
Thurber, with Hardy’s death no 
doubt pushing thé team to the fore- 
front of the series for timeliness’ 
sake as well as their indisputable 
niche as a pair of highly original 
comedians. 

Guesting with moderator James 
Macandrew was motion picture 
archivist William K. Everson, and 
together they drew a skillful pic- 
torial essay of L&H in their vari- 
ous comic techniques. In some- 
thing of a wry trist, one of the 
closing credits on the show went 
to Governor TV, the telefilm dis- 
tributor which has wrapped up 
rights to most of the L&H films, 
for its cooperation in providing 
footage of the theatri picture 
greats. 

Included in the footage was some 
early stuff showing the pair as 
singles, beiore their teamup, with 
Hardy as an unbilled stooge in a 
Harry Lar-don pic but Stan Lau- 
rel already an established star on 
his own. From that point on, it 
was L&H all the way, ranging 
from slapstick to dialog in a series 
of clips-that were minor classics 
each in their own right. If Messrs. 
Macandrew and Everson at times 
waxed over enthusiastic about spe- 
cific segments, it was due to a 
pardonsle eagerness in “rediscov- 
ering” the comics. Most of the 
time, they were right. 

As per usual, “Camera Three” 
technical credits were right on the 
beam, ditto the creative elements. 
The series on American humor is 
an excellent idea, and it got off to 

a fine start. Chan. 


Steve Allen Show 
Steve Allen’s show was booked 
like a rock ’n’ roller on the Sun- 
day (19) edition. There were Sing- 
ers all over the lot, with the re- 
sult Liberace took the best 





possible course by concentrating 
on pianistics. The layout, in toto, 





444 '--- 
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wasn't one of Allen's best, but 
there was some compensation in 
the Liberace spot and the comedy 
sketch Lou Costello, who did 
one’of his classic bits “A Visit to 
the Hospital.” Some of these old 
bits have an hardiness 

a sense of timelesaness when done 
roperly. Costello performed this 
it excellently. 

Liberace moved in and out of 
the proceedings for little effect 
save at the end when he poured 
out his heavy artillery on the 
ivories. His own piano ramblings 
scored tellingly, and additional 
schmaltz poured on by simger Jean 
Fenn and brother George gave 
added entertainment factors to the 
sequence. Allen and Liberace got 
together for a tandem of 88ing and 
tapstering that also registered 
handily. Miss Fenn had a spot of 
her own, a scholarly rendition of 
“Jewel Song” from “Faust.” 

In the song brigade, Abby Lin- 
coln started with a briefie of “Lon 
Way from St. Louis” for good ef- 
fect, and Andy Williams in his 
major spot, did what must have 
been a pantomime while his Cad- 
ence recording of “Lips of Wine” 
spun in triple voice. There was 
some -attempt to disguise the fact 
that it was a recording in multiple 
voices by registering three images 
of Williams on the screen. Bril- 
liant, huh? With Miss Fenn follow- 
ing Williams singing predominated. 

There was also a surplus of 
handshakes on the show. Liberace 
appeared thrice and shook hands 
with Allen that many = 
ose. 





Ed Sullivan Show 


A knife throwing act and neat 
offbeat acrobatics supplied some of 
the most exciting moments on Sun- 
day's (18) Ed Sullivan Show. The 
two aforementioned stints, the ac- 
robatic Morlidors and 
wielder Elizabeth & Collins, were 
in the midst of some stiff com- 
pany, Cab Calloway, Janet Blair, 
Connie Towers, and others, some 
of whom did not click too well this 
time areund. 

Topieal headliners were counter- 
spy Boris Morros and the out of 
the North Carolina sticks “nature 
girl,” Dorothy Brown. Morros han- 
dled himself with aplomb and sup- 
plied a few interesting moments. 
But the “nature girl” stint must 
have left viewers mystfied. The 
show stood still as a group of New 
York newspapermen attempted to 
simulate an earlier press confer- 
ence with the pretty lass. The 
whole thing looked foolish and gim- 
micky, strictly out of Cornville. 

Cab Calloway was his winning 
self in an opening production num- 
ber, but did net register nearly as 
well as his closing number “Ain't 
Necessarily So,” which was done 
solo. Dick Contino showed off his 
finger dexterity on the accordion 
as he sang “Martha.” Connie Tow- 
ers was okay in a medley of roman- 
tic tunes and mimic Sue Carson 
got a number of yocks with 
her takeoff on actors of yesteryear 
and today. Janet Blair lent her 
talents to a production number of 
“Down With Love,” which was cute, 
but lacked freshness. During many 
intervals, Sullivan introed a num- 
ber of sports figures and other 
celebrities om hand for the third 
anniversary of Sports Illustrated 
mag. Horo. 


Goodyear house 

Emotional difficulties harassing 
members of a crew who have been 
chosen to man a space ship theore- 
tically should add up to a teleplay 
replete with drama and suspense. 
But “The Dark Side of the Moon,” 
an hour-long Sunday (18) produc- 
tion of NBC-TV’s Goodyear Play- 
house failed to generate much 
excitement. 

Written by Arthur Sainer, editor 
of the N.Y.-Metropolitan edition 
of TV Guide, and based on a story 
of Sainer and Alexander Singer, 
the script was fairly interesting in 
its introductory phases as scientist 
Alexander Scourby assembled four 
crews for a trip to the moon. Only 
one, however, is to make the flight 
through space and the others re- 
present standbys. 

Key figures aside from Scourby 
were geologist Biff McGuire and 
his expectant wife, Kathleen 
Maguire. Throughout the long 14- 
month rigorous training schedule 
the spirit, character and abilities 
of the individual crew members 
were relentlessly tested. They 
were briefed on the hazards to be 
expected and warned to “prepare 
for the trip as if your lives de- 
pended on it.” 

But after this long build up whet 
do we have left for the denoue- 
ment? Not the actual trip to the 
earth's satellite, but a distraught 
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Miss Maguire who fears for her 





husband’s safety on the upcoming 


rney. Admonishing Scourby that | 


I'm pregnant,” she protests “Is 


Tom Shirley 
Producer: Winser 
Director: John Desmond ; 
Writer: Harold Gast 


15 Mins.; Mon, thru Fri., 12 noon 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from N.Y. 


“Hotel Cosmopolitan" bowed 


this project more important than Monday (19) as a new cross-thee 


our marriage?” 


Her spouse later |board dramatic serial, otherwi 
and | proclaims he must go (on the trip) | Known as soap opera. And like al 


while the final line of the teleplay Other soap operas, this one is race 


is Scourby’s who resolutely intones: 
“Somehow at 4:30 in the morning | 


I had a feeling that my crew would | 
go to the moon.” | 

Countless science-fiction theatri- 
cal films on space ship travel have 
primarily relied upon _ special 
effects to provide the major drama 
and audience interest. Obviously, | 


special effects in a live tv studio) 


presentation can’t hold a candle to 
a Hollywood production. Hence 
the character studies of the crew 
and the emotional stress they're 
subjected to remain the tv writer's 
only logical approach. Unfortunate- | 
ly neither the quality of the script 
nor Paul Stanley's direction were | 
sufficiently adept to keep viewers | 
on edge. 
Perhaps the best performance | 
was that of Scourby as the pains-| 
taking scientist who organized the | 
crews. McGuire was routine as the | 
geologist beset by a family problem 
while Miss Maguire's delineation | 
of his dismayed wife failed to 
evoke much sympathy. Eddie Fire- | 
stone was Okay as a crew member | 
who worried about his girl's ro-| 
mantic loyalty. Rounding out the 
cast of this Philip Barry Jr. pro- | 
duction were Addison Powell, | 
Douglas Watson, John Alexander, | 
Douglas Rodgers and Norma) 
Moore. Gilb, | 
| 





Studio One 

If playwright Dan Calabrese were | 
as sure of his sociology as he is 
his touch for dialog, characteriza- | 
tion and dramatization, he'd have | 
cked a wallop with “Rudy,” the, 
“Studio One” presentation Monday 
night (19). As it was, with some | 
expert performances and tight di- | 
rection by Perry Lafferty, “Rudy” 
emerged as a quietly effective 
drama of a teenager and his family 
in a spot of trouble. | 

“Rudy” is a teenager who's 
solid but lonely type, blessed with | 
an understanding and sympathetic 
father but plagued with a bicker- 
some and selfish elder brother and | 
sister and their respective spouses. | 
He turns to a “club” of neighbor- | 
hood youngsters for friendship, | 
and winds up in trouble. The 
family finally ‘realizes it was their | 
provck'ng that caused it. So far 
so good. But in filling in the back- 
ground of the other youngsters, 
Calabrese marks every one as from 
a broken home. The oversimplifi- 
cation not only rings false in itself, 
but hurts the overall impact of the 
play. 

Nevertheless, Calabrese got in 
some fine licks in his characteriza- 
tions of the boy, his father, another 
lonely youngster and the family, 
particularly the pettish sister and 
the selfish sister-in-law. Moreover, 
his teenage we ran wonderfully 
true. In all, a tight little drama 
marred primarily by some over- 
ambitious but oversimplified gen- 
eralizing. | 

Calabrese got some real help 
from a gifted cast, headed by Burt 
Brinkerhoff as the reticent but 
decent Rudy, Jacob Ben-Ami as 
the understanding and forthright 
father, Nancy Marchand, Madeleine 


Sherwood, Leo Penn and Peter | 
Falk as the family, and Joey! 
Walsh, Buzz Martin, Pat De 


Simone, Richard Bright and Jon | 
McGovern as the teenagers. 





Chan. 
: It's A Hit 
Juves should get a kick out of! 
watching this _ basebail-quizzer| 


game Saturday mornings, 11:30 to 
12 p.m., CBS-TV. Emceed by Hap-| 
py Felton, it’s smartly paced, offer-| 
ae a lot of excitement and good | 
un. f 

Felton, who also does the “Knot- 
hole Gang” for youngsters on 
WOR-TV, acts the unpire, lending | 
a lot of vitality and good nature | 
to the role. Essentially, the show 
is about the same as two months | 
ago, when it bowed. But some re-| 
finements have helped. There's a/| 
baseball “commissioner” who rules | 
on the acceptability of answers, 
and each apposing team has a big 
league baseball player as coach. 

On show caught (17), it was the 
American Legion teams, Brooklyn 
Vs. Nassau County, The kids ap-| 
peared to act naturally and enjoy 
the proceedings. Questions on gen- 
eral subjects were not too difficult. | 
To get the distaff side into the play, | 
next Saturday (24), it will be a, 
group of girls from a Catholic or- | 
ganization against Hoboken boys. 
Watch out Hoboken! Horo, |! 


ing through its story at a snail's 
pace. With each situation due te 
last several weeks, it becomes vir- 
tually impossible to measure the 


/progress of the plot | day to 


day. Kickoff stanza, owever, 
succeeded in introducing four or 


‘five main characters. 


Using the always serviceable 
“Grand Hotel” format, this show is 
set in a major New York hostelry 
where Donald Woods, playing him- 
self as a television actor, looks at 


| the passing parade from the strate- 
| gic _-— 4 
e 


f a chair in the 
lobby. undoubtedly will be- 
come involved in the plot mechan- 
isms when the wheels begin to 
move, With a copy of VanieTy 
tucked under his arm while strol- 
ling through the hotel's main floor, 
he overhears a woman pleading for 
a room. The big question on the 
first stanza, as kicked around by 
Woods and three other male hotel 
residents, was “who is she?” For 
the answer, you gotta tune in the 
next day and probably the day 
after too. 

For its type, it's a slick presenta- 
tion. Woods is a highly personable 
performer and good support was 
turned in by Dinnie Smith, as the 
mystery woman, and John Holm 
Wesley Lau and Walter Booke and 
Tom Shirley as assorted guests 
and employees of the hotel. 
Herm. 


PRINCESS MARY'S MAGIC 
STLE 


With Mary Hartline, Don Alan, 
others 

Producer-Director: Dick Locke 

Writer: Carl Carleton 

30 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 9:30 a.m. 

PARTICIPATING 


Wisely, Mary Hartline held off 
her return to television, after her 
“Super Circus” click, until she had 
a firstclass vehicle to ride back on. 


@ She has it in this fresh and well- 


conceived moppet format which 
easts her as a storybook princess 


|in the fanciful setting of a medieval 


castle. The show has already 
strengthened WBKB’s’ morning 
plan and deserves a close look by 
the ABC network. 

Miss Hartline’s long golden hair 
is of course the feature of any 
princess worthy of a fairy tale 
heroineship, and her good looks 
add to the credence. Her manner 
with the youngsters is sweet, but 
not saccharine, and carries the 
pleasantest kind of authority. 
Working with her are Sir Dono 
(Don Alan), the court magician, a 
puppet elf named Windy Widget 
(whose balloon nose grows when 
he tells a lie), and a number of 
distorted voices that come from 
the Wishing Well, a pair of iron 
masks dubbed Sir Day and Sir 
Night, and a few other puppet 
figures. The blurbs are cleverly 
led into as the “message” from the 
Magic Mirror. 

Each day as she opens court, 
Princess Mary makes her gracious 
rounds to consult with these sub- 
jects. Sir Dono makes with the 
smooth magic, the iron masks com- 
ment on the good and bad behavior 
of kiddies, Windy Widget does a 
share of fibbing, and before court 
adjourns the princess takes to her 
throne to read a short, instructive 
fairy tale. Nothing much happens 
in the way of story line, but the 
show's topics, humor and fantasy 
are of the stuff the towheads find 
delightful. 

Particularly Impressive is Bruce 
Newton's castle setting, which looks 
more expensive than it probably is. 
Carl Carleton’s script is intelli- 
gent, and under Dick Locke's deft 
direction it unfolds with casual 
smoothness. Apart from the en- 
tertainment values, the show fig- 
ures to be a good influence on the 
youngsters. Les. 


Dody Goodman Signs 
5-Year NBC-TV Pact 


NBC-TV has signed comedienne 
Dody Goodman to a five-year pact 
and has installed her as a perma- 
nent fixture on the Jack Paar 
“Tonight” show. She's been ap- 
pearing on the segment frequently 
since it started at the end of last 
month, and NBC decided to tie her 
up permanently. 

“Tonight's” her first regular 
show, though she’s done tv guest 
shots before. She was a featured 
player in last year’s “Shoestring 
Revue” in legit. 


36 TV-FILMS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, August 21, 1957 











Variety’s weekly chart, based on ratings furnished by American Research Bu 


reau’s latest reports, on feature films and their competition covers 120 cities, 
week, the 10 top-rated features in a particular city will be rotated. 


Each 


Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers tn 


determining the efféctiveness of a feature show in a specific market have 
included in this Variety chart. Listed below is such pertinent information regarding 
features as their stars, release year, original production company and the present 
distributor, included wherever possible along with the title. Attention should be paid 


to such factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measured 


VARTETY- ARB FEATURE FILM CHART 


Jeature period and share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
of the feature, and audience composition, i.e. a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 
timé period: In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on a multi 
stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week, a total rating for the 
total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles, the listed features 
for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer 
tained from a multiplicity of station and other data. 








SALT LAKE CITY 


TOP 10 TITLES AND OTHER DATA 


10. 


RED CANYON— 
Ann Blyth, Howard Duff; 1949; Universal; 
M&A Alexander 


KEEPER OF THE FLAME— 
Spencer Tracy, Katherine Hepburn; 1942; 
MGM; MGM-TV 


BEST OF THE BADMEN— 
Robert Ryan, Claire Trevor; 1951; RKO; 
C&C 


BLACKMAIL— 
Edward G. Robinson, Ruth Hussey; 1939; 
MGM; MGM-TV 


4 WALK IN THE SUN— 
Dana Andrews, Richard Conte; 1945; 20th 
Century Fox;-Cheryl-TV 


, 


SITTING PRETTY— 

Robert Young, Maureen O'Hara, Clifton 
Webb; 1948; 20th Century Fox; NTA Film 
Network P 


WHIPLASH— 

Dane Clark, Alexis Smith, Zachary Scott; 
1948; Warner Brothers; Associated Artists 
Productions 


RIDERS TO THE STARS— 
Richard Carlson, Martha Hyer, 
Lundigan; 1954; United Artists; 
Artists-TV 


William 
United 


SUBMARINE D-1— 
Pat O'Brien; George Brent; 1937; Warner 
Brothers; Associated Artists Productions 


WALK SOFTLY, STRANGER— 
Joseph Cotton, Valli; 1950; RKO; C&C 


PORT SAID— 
Gloria Henry, William 
Columbia; Sereen Gems 


Bishop; 1948; 


SYRACUSE 


10. 


TARS AND SPARS— 
Sid Caesar, Janet Blair, Alfred 
1946; Columbia; Screen Gems 


Drake; 


THE GREAT ZIEGFELD— 
William Powell, Myrna Loy, 
Rainer; 1936; MGM; MGM-TV 


Louise 


CRAIG'S WIFE— 


Rosalind Russell, John Boles; 1936; Colum- 
bia; Sereen Gems 


DESTROYER— 
Edward G. Robinson, Gleen Ford; 
Columbia; Screen Gems 


1943; 


MANHUNT— 
Joan Bennett, Walter Pidgeon; 1941; 20th 
Century Fox; NTA 


HER HUSBAND’S AFFAIRS— 
Franchot Tone, Lucille Ball; 1947; Colum- 
bia; Screen Gems 


‘SEE HERE, PRIVATE HARGROVE— 


Robert Walker, Donna Reed; 1944; MGM; 
MGM-TV . 


HEAVENLY BODY— 
fHledy Lamarr, William Powell; 1943; MGM; 
MGM-TV 


FLIGHT COMMAND— 
Robert Taylor, Ruth Hussey, Red Skelton; 
1940; MGM; MGM-TV 


THE DARING YOUNG MAN— 
Joe E. Brown, Marguerite Chapman; 1942; 
Columbia; Screen Gems 


TIME SLOT 


Electric Theatre 
Wed. June 19 
9:05-10:30 p.m. 
KUTV 


MGM Theatre 

Mon. June 17 

8:30-10:00 p.m 
KTVT 


Neighborhood Theatre 
Fri. June 21 
9:00-10:30 p.m. 
KUTV 


Triple Crown Theatre 
Tues. June 18 
9:00-10:30 p.m. 

KTVT 


Million Dollar Movie 
Thurs. June 20 
9:00-11:30 p.m. 

KUTV 


Premiere Performance 
Sat. June 22 
10;30-12:15 a.m 
KSL 


Premiere Theatre 
Tues, June 18 
9:00-10:25 p.m. 

KUTV 


Summer Theatre 

Thurs. June 20 

9:00-10:30 p.m. 
KTVT 


Academy Theatre 
Sat. June 22 
7:30-9:00 p.m. 

KUTV 


Hollywood Film 
Theatre 
Sun. June 23 
7:30-9:00 p.m. 
KUTV 


Yours For the Asking 
Sun. June 23 
10:00-11:30 p.m. 
KSL 


Hollywood Matinee 
Fri. June 14 
12:45-2:25 p.m. 

WSYR 


Star Theatre 

Fri. June 14 

11:15-2:00 a.m. 
WHEN 


Hollywood Matinee 
Wed, June 12 
12:45-2:25 p.m. 

WSYR 


Hollywood Matinee 
Mon. June 10 
12:45-2:25 p.m.” 

WSYR 


Hollywood Showcase 
Sun. June 9 
1:30-3:00 p.m. 
WSYR 


Hollywood Matinee 
Tues. June 11 
12:45-2:25 p.m. 

WSYR 


Star Theatre 
Sat. June 8 
11:15-1:15 a.m. 
WHEN 


Star Theatre 

Tues. June 11 

11:15-1:30 a.m. 
WHEN 


Star Theatre 

Sun. June 9 

11:20-1:25 a.m. 
WHEN 


Hollywood Matinee 
Thurs. June 13 
12:45-2:25 p.m. 

WSYR 


ARB 
RATING 


37.8 


29.2 


24.9 


18.9 


18.3 


13.6 


13.0 


12.0 


9.3 


8.8 


8.4 


8.1 


8.0 


7.8 


7.4 


HIGH 
39.1 


21.0 


14.5 


14.5 


14.1 


12.9 


12.8 


10.3% 


9.9 


9.1 


9.1 


10.7 


9.5 


8.3 


LOW 
36.7 


26.6 


24.2 


18.1 


14.9 


16.5 


12.9 


10.9 


11.3 


6.2 


6.2 


7.0 


7.9 


7.0 


3.7 


5.4 


3.7 


6.2 


SHARE OF 
AUDIENCE 


64.4 


54.9 


26.3 


42.9 


73.0 


33.8 


30.9 


53.6 


92.4 


67.3 


60.9 


69.1 


41.6 


97.5 


63.0 


JUNE, 1957 A 

TOP COMPETING SHOWS RATING 
Triple Crown Theatre .. . KTVT “30 18% 
Studio One Summer Theatre ..KSL .......... 13.7 
Burns & Allen .........5-+++: Me och hentia 14.1 
December Bride ........+..:. Ss’ eiidensoan 17.3 
Sheriff of Cochise ...cccscces- MSL ssccece “aa 
Wrestling ........ 9444 Cae es t2* | Pes 15.5 
Phil Silvers ....... iy «Lc, -<'praleniaidas ati 19.8 
Whiplash, Premiere Theatre ..KUTV ........168 
Climax a2 0 o2¥duet beuded ee tenes eek 
Summer Theatre ...0...eee:: ESVT«3 savias- 13.9 
Soldiers of Fortune’.......... BT Y. cecanis< 7.1 
Triple Crown Theatre ........ KTVT ...-000» +» 5.4 
Phil Silvers codss SBE eek 19.8 
Blackmail, Triple Crown 

Theatre aa ee 19.5 
A Walk In The Sun, Million 

Dollar Movie ..... 6s tilnna® KUTV <.sower 16D 
Jackie Gieason ......... oss. tes a Seen 12.1 
Gunsmoke fe ti detedeaettad ee FF +++. 19.0 
Zane Grey Theatre .......... RSL <p deciccs: 17.7 
What's My Gite .cscdesiieen st CEs ac Gawweeks 26.6 
Be Gallivas 6 oe. iPraniiae a SPT er es 19.2 

* 

oo) ee. Be Tens MOG Pies 18.8 
Two On The Aisle ........... muse ¢..cK%is 7.3 
Gelding LAGAN 6..5..cisve cade dvs; WHEN: ..2.0006 O8 
og Be Pw WHEN ..... coos BL 
As The World Turns ......... WHEN .vccocee BD 
Top: Plays 06: "OO cccicechveaee: WOE. cbadec en-e 
Guiding Light ......... onatted WHEN ....cec00 053 
As The World Turns ..........WHEN evse 48 
Our Miss Brooks ........+ WHEN sveoos 2D 
Gal@ing EAE 2... cecccteccs. WHEN cece BD 
As the World Turns ..........- WHEN... cocci G2 
Our Miss Brooks .......... oss WEEE scans ooo Bl 
Action Theatre «=. ....0ccs«ss We “th cc cb os 5.0 
Premiere Performance ....... WEE. <ctcdees 5.0 
Gubiting EAE TS. ccdso0 <00- Wi ns cetens 10.3 
As The World Turns ........-. WHEN ..@:.0<> 44 
Lawrence Welle .. ......<cseeors 2 eee 20.5 
Hollywood Showcase .......... Wee... csencwed ae 
Amateur Hout «6 .cts@bicceaess WEER «ss wuss - 25 
Hollywood Showcase ......... Ween Sets. cue 5.6 
ROR ree WME oes 68 11.2 
As Thé World Turns ...-....... WYER teaic-c 0 5.4 
Our Miss Brooks ............. WHEN (os. cc0% . 35 
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Famous on the local scene... 
yet known throughout the nation. 


Plymouth Rock just another rock on the New ‘England shore... until the Pilgrims touched it. 


Then it became a national monument. 


Broadcast stations, too, lie unknown as “rocks,” or achieve national recognition— depending 


upon how they are ‘‘touched"’ —and by whom. Storer stations are known to have the “touch.” 


A Storer station is a local station. 
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eee ‘4 its owned & operated giant in New > ° 

‘ a York, WCBS, is making it an ex- S D Double 

‘\Ffil t ’ Alw k U press point in exploitation to avoid 
la Q S ays distinguishing between its own 
strictly local productions and those CBS Radio sports chief’ Jimmy Dolan has come up with a neat 

— —mae Continued from page 27 ——— off the network lines. solution to a two-ply problem relating to the web's coverage of 
there have been a number of al-| the hinterlands are only lukewarm, | racing at Saratoga and the New York tracks. Web had been doing 
ternative plans presented in con- | it is reported. As to NBC, there is the radio half of a CBS simulcast of the races, and found that the 


tract form to affils. But affiliates 
have demanded bigger and bigger 
compromises (or not signed at all), 
so that now, under new ownership, 
MBS owns and delivers only news 
programming. Network Was recent- 
ly characterized as “a news sery- 
ice with a sponsorship potential.” 
Eastman ‘Plays’ to Affils 
Robert Eastman, prexy of ABN 
a relatively short time, has been 
the most aggressive of the network 
blueprinters in seeking affiliate 
sanction for his actions. He's in- 
tent on satisfying local program- 
ming needs and is understood to 
have been tapping majer ABN sta- 


tions for advice and even for per- 
formers, who have built local reps 
in the bigger markets and might be 
shifted to the networks. Seeking 


out-of-town jocks and so forth has 
been interpreted as a high form of 
flattery to certain affiliates. | 

In the apparent realization that 
stations most need special events, 
national and international news, 
and the like, NBC has been wrap- 
ping all these “desirables” into 
productions along the order of the 
successful “Monitor,” the still-un- 
proven “Nightline” and the special 
news service, “Hotline,” to which 
—— EEE 


ALL TEN 


TOP TEN 


24 ot the 
TOP 25 
ON 


WSAZ-TV 


In the June 1957 ARB 
survey of the 110 county 


area served by Huntington 
Charleston television... 


WSAZ-TV PROGRAMS | 
ARE 
WAY OUT IN FRONT 


1 THE FORD SHOW 


2 THE PERRY COMO 
SHOW 


3 YOUR HIT PARADE 


4 THE LORETTA YOUNG 


SHOW 

5 THE CHEVY SHOW 

6 THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE 

7 FATHER KNOWS BEST 

8 THE STEVE ALLEN 
SHOW 

9 TWENTY ONE 

6 THIS IS YOUR LIFE 


1 





HUNTING TON-CH. TON, 


7 . VA. 
W. B.C. NETWORE 
Athhated with Radio Stations 
WSAZ. Huntington 6 WKAZ, Charleston 
LAWRENCE H. ROGERS, PRESIDENT 
Represented by The Kate Agency 





no reason to believe the network's 
stations have declared precisely 
what they want in the way of pro- 
gramming, but they have begun to 
use a high degree of selectivity in 
their choice. This course of action 
by stations has NBC playing 
around with new program Ideas in 
an effort to get majority support 
for at least a couple of them. 

CBS has taken the least direct 
course in pleasing affiliates’ pro- 
gram demands, if the word “de-| 
mand” is in order. It has gwd 
es ah Hy — Sobtena comedians became exposed too 
news gathering and disseminating much and we changed the format 
organization. In return, affiliates | to an amateur contest, then a comic 
clear time for such nighttime | oe a dance coriest 
end f fomn 5p Q. Lewis and | He cryptically remarked that he 


But it's hardly a | was impressed with the celeb con- 
secret in the trade that stations are | test because “it attracts attention 


lower the amount of straight enter. |°f their friends.” "This match, inel- 
entally, ca or e star to ex- 
est programs offered by CBS | ecute a dance (samba, cha cha, waltz 


° }or whatnot) in competition with 
That even CBS is aware of the other names and the winner is de- 
growing demand for a “local lis-| termined by audience } 


ten” is evidenced in the fact that! Among the array of names whe 


° e 
Inside Stufi—Radio-TV 
John M. Outler Jr., general manager of Cox radio and television 
properties in Atlanta, o&o by Atlanta Newspapers, Inc., was given the 
first lifetime membership in the Georgia Association of Broadcasters 
assembled in annual convention here. 
Honor was conferred upon Outler following his address te GAB 


session. Veteran radio-tv official cautioned his fellow broadcasters that 
they had a present-day responsibility that has never before been so 
pronounced : 


Arthur Murray 


== Continued from page 26 =a 


Anything ever that, he stated, 
comes out of the Murray exchequer 
and it’s a healthy item for he esti- 
mated the weekly talent cost as 
ranging from $20,000 to $30,000. 
“Stars make the show more in- 
teresting to the sponsor,” Murray 
said, “but don’t help the rating.” 
Reviewing the past, he noted that 
the program used to be a variety 
show featuring comics. “But the 

















Outler reminded GAB members that the public looks at them 
through critical eyes and that they must make certain that “broadcast- 
ing remains above reproach.” 

John Jacobs Jr., of WDUN, Gainesville, was elected to the presidency 
of GAB, succeeding 1. H. Christian, WRFC, Athens. Other officers 
are Frank Gaither, WSB, Atlanta, first vice president, and Ralph Ed- 
wards, WWGS, Tifton, second vice president. 

New directors are George Patton, WBML, Macon; Ben Williams, 
WTOC, Savannah; Miles Ferguson, WDAK, Columbus; and L. H. Chris- 
tian, ex-officio. 


CBS Television Affiliates Assn. will hold its annual board meeting 
Aug. 29 and 30 at the Hotel Broadmoor in Colorado Springs. CBS-TV 
brass, topped by prexy Merle Jones, exec v.p. in charge of program- 
ming Hubbell Robinson Jr., v.p. in charge of sales administration Bill 
. corporate v.p. Dick Salant and a station relations contingent 
headed by v.p. in charge of s.r. and engineering Bill Lodge, will be in 
attendance to discuss programming, sales, promotion, research, engi- 
neering and station relations. 

Affiliates will be repped by 11 station managers, headed by C. How- 
ard Lane of KOIN-TV, Portland, chairman of the affiliate board. 





: 





With the windup yesterday (Tues.) of the first Of the Radio Advertis- 
ing Bureau's annual management conferences at Palo Alto, 
Calif., the RAB team will move to Estes Park, Colo., for another such 


The Estes Park meet on the many problems confronted by radio sta- 
tions currently will be held tomorrow (Thurs.) and Friday (23). Other 
sessions will be held in Upper Saranac Lake, Sept. 5-6; White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va., Sept. 9-10; Rockton, Ill., Sept. 12-13; and Edgewater 
Park, Miss., Sept. 16-17, 





Paul Tripp, coproducer and host of the WCBS-TV, N.Y., educational 
series, “On the Carousel,” made a family affair out of his appearance 
last week at the Clinton (Conn.) Playhouse in the lead of “Inherit the 
Wind.” Appearing with Tripp in the play (his first legit stint in 10 
years, although he’s done dramatic roles on tv), were his wife, Ruth 
Enders, in the femme lead, his daughter, Suzie, in a bit, and in one 
performance, his six-year-old son, David, who appeared in a crowd 
scene. ' 

To top it off, key role of the schoolteacher was played by Jerry 
Solars, who’s Tripp’s coproducer on “Carousel.” Solars has been acting 
at the Clinton barn for several years. Tripp, incidentally, returns to 
“Carousel” this week (24), while Miss Enders stays on at Clinton for 
the femme lead of “Wedding Night.” 


Johr Blair & Co., radio station reps, in an effort to build effective 
program techniques in coeperation ywith its stations, has created a new 
post of station operations manager, naming Wells H. Barnett Jr., for 
the spot. 

Reppery also promoted Albert C. Long to the post of director of sales 
development and Mary H. Mason to the post of station service manager 
in the sales development department. 





New ABC-TV strip version of “De You Trust Your Wife,” to be tele- 
cast in N.Y. with Johnny Carson as emcee, will emanate from Gotham’s 
Little Theatre on W. 44th St., with lease signed this week. 

Producer Jim Morgan returned to Hollywood over weekend after 
setting up N.Y. headquarters for “Wife,” for a week’s confab with 
package owner Den Fedderson, Carson and exec producer Fred Henry. 
an gg then returns permanently to N.Y., to be followed by Carson on 

pt. 15. 





“A New York to Johnstown, Pa., airlift of research brass from lead- 
ing ad agencies, for an on-the-scene» survey of ty coverage in the 
Altoona-Johnstown area was completed (12) by WFBG-TV, Altoona- 
Johnstown. 

Ten New York-based agency reps participated in the three-plane 
caravan for a day's air and ground coverage of the WFBG area. The 
trip afforded key execs the opportunity te study an area important 
in the evaluation of tv buying from Pittsburgh to Harrisburg. 

Roger W. Clipp, veepee of the radio and tv division of Triangle 
Publications, Inc. WFBG-AM, tv, headed the list of WFBG-TV, Triangle, 





and Blair-TV officials accompanying the group. 


his own form of “simulcast.” 





calling of the race by Bryan Field, aimed primarily at the tele- 
vision audience, wasn’t satisfactory for radio purposes since it was 
called primarily as a telecast. At the same time, CBS Radio couldn’t 
afford to bring in a vet caller from the sportscasting biz for budget- 
ary reasons, since the races have been sustainers. 

Dolan hit on the ideal solution. He signed up Fred Capposella, 
who’s been calling the races on the track loudspeakers around New 
York for years, to double in brass. Capposella now calls the races 
both for CBS Radio and for the crowds at the track. He does it 
by means of a tiny switch which hangs from his neck. Flicking the 
switch cuts in the loudspeakers at the track, so that most of the 
time he’s calling on radio only, but at the required time is able to 
cut in the track speakers and make his grandstand calls as well in 





have tripped the light fantastic as 
“Party” guests have been Helen 
Hayes, Gene Tierney, Cornelia 
Otis Skinner, Lloyd Nolan, Tallu- 
lah Bankhead and George Jessel. 
“These stars like to appear,” Mur- 
ray observed, “because it’s a means 
of showing another aspect of their 
ability.” 

One of Murray's lesser-known 
talent bagging methods is an ar- 
rangement under which he makes 
a donation to the star’s favorite 
charity in lieu of compensation on 
the program. Admittedly, the char- 
ity donation angle is useful gen- 
erally only for those who are in 
the high income tax bracket. 

“I gave Helen Hayes a $5,000 
check for the Paralysis Fund,” 
Murray said, “plus $1,000 cash for 
which she didn’t ask. Jessel didn’t 
ask for money. Tallulah Bank- 
head, who's noted as an actress, ap- 
peared because she wanted people 
to know ‘I really can dance.” She 
did a beautiful adagio waltz. People 
think of Cornelia Otis Skiner as 
stiff and conservative. Yet, she 
did a paso doble so the public could 
see her other side.” 

Murray, who's generally regard- 
ed as the dean of dance instruc- 
tors, looks upon the tv “Party” as 
4 thing—in the nature of 
a y. “Kathryn (Mrs. Murray, 
the show’s emcee),’ he said, “likes 
television and we both take an ac- 
tive hand in the entire program.” 
Murray, for example, personally 
tutored Dagmar and Arnold Stang 
in a tango routine for the Aug. 12 
show. 

At one time the “Party” closed 
with a “mystery” dance requesting 
viewers to name the dance via 


ceive two free terp lessons at the 
Murray studios. Murray, however, 
denied that the purpose of the of- 
fer was to build up prospects and 
a mailing list to benefit the studios. 
He described it as a sort of “pri- 


vate rating service” to determine 


viewer response. 

“] wouldn't say that the program 
is of an ‘institutional’ nature 
either,” he emphasized, “since the 
Arthur Murray Studios are fran- 
chised operations in which we re- 
tain a small interest, and if they’re 
looking for plugs they can adver- 
tise on their own.” 

A practical, scholarly appearing 
man, Murray long ago discovered 
the advantages of “merchandising” 
his name and today there are “Ar- 
thur Murray” shoes, hosiery and 
dolls, among other things. In fact, 
‘a Murray doll in a billowy green 
evening gown, similar to a creation 
that might be worn by one of his 
hostesses, graces a prominent place 
above his desk. 


Mutual 


seems 4(Continued from pase 2] ae 








other four weeks its weekday morn- 
ing news strip at 7:30 a.m., plus the 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
evening broadcasts at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Gabriel Heatter series of com- 
mentaries. Originally set to con- 
clude Friday (23), GMC campaign 
will continue until Sept. 20, 

Voice of Prophecy, Inc., of Los 
Angeles, has renewed for its Sun- 
day morning half-hour, Other 
clients initiating MBS sponsorship 
arrangements include Spring Air 
Co. for Heatter evening commen- 
taries on Fridays starting latter 
part of December, Sleep-Eze Co., 
of Los Angeles; Rhedes Pharmacal, 
Cleveland; and Beltone Hearing 
Aid, Chicago. All are ’ presenting 
Heatter commentaries. 

In the station relations depart- 
ment, net has picked up two other 
affiliates, former indie WTOD, 





Toledo, O., and WFOX, Milwaukee. 


postal cards and winners would re-| 





, ’ * 
‘B’fast Club’ Coin 
Chicago, Aug. 20. 
ABC’s “Breakfast Club” added 
two new participations last week. 
The KVP Co., makers of frozen 


foods wrapping paper, bought one 
five-minute segment per week for 


52 weeks through the Grant agen- 
cy, and the Charles Pfizer Ce. (ani- 
mal feed and pharmaceuticals) 
through Leo Burnett signed a 10- 
week contract for one five-minute 


segment per week. 

Buys were made through ABC's 
central division network sales 
office. 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_SSEEE 

. ‘ 





SHE's 
the world’s most 
important 
purchasing agent... 
and in Portiand, Oregon 
and 30 surrounding 
ties, her 


is KOIN-TV, 
Her reactions 
are as interesting 
as KOIN-TV’s 
ratings. 
Fantastic! 
The gentiemen 
from CBS-TV 
Spot Sales are 
not unwitting 
* te confess 


tari 








everything. 
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CHA, 
SFLLS' 


See the NEW Charlie Chan—you’ll share 
critics’ acclaim: “fresh and entertaining” — 
“crisp scripting,and sharp direction.” J. Carrol Naish 
“the best ever to do the role.” The Coca-Cola Company 
(McCann-Erickson, Inc.) has signed up the new Chan for its 
. world-wide home market! Regal Beer (Tracy-Locke Company, Inc.)! 
Bowman Biscuit (Ball & Davidson, Inc.)! KRCA-TV, NBC’s 0-&-O in Los Angeles! 
WCAU-TY, CBS in Philadelphia! Other sponsors have already snapped up 78 key markets! 
North! South! East! West! Cleveland! New Orleans! Detroit! St. Louis! Denver! Dallas- 
Ft. Worth! Southern markets like Miami, Atlanta, Jacksonville, Tampa-St. Petersburg, 
Mobile, etc. Pittsburgh, Columbus, Wilkes-Barre-Scranton, Youngstown, etc., in the East! 
Albuquerque, Oklahoma City, Tulsa-Muskogee, Little Rock, Pine Bluff, etc., in the . 
West! Indianapolis, Madison, Wichita-Hutchinson, 
Hannibal-Quincy, etc., in the Mid-West! For a private 
showing of “The Case of the Profit-Building Program,” 
‘wire or phone Michael M. Sillerman at 
488 Madison Avenue, New York 22, Plaza 5-2100. 









TELEVISION PROGRAMS OF AMERICA, INC. . 
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“21.” in light of Thomas’ great 
critical reception but poor rating 
record on ABC (wonder how 
Thomas’d do on CBS; the specula- 
tion has run). At 9:30, the new 
“Aleoa-Goodyear” entry tries to 
crack the “December Bride” 
stranglehold, with ABC’s Lawrence 
Welk a threat to divide and con- 
quer. And at 10 to 11, it’s an all- 
out fight hetween NBC's “Sus- 
picion” and CBS’s “Studio One,” 
with Welk in for the first half-hour 
as well. 

Tuesday —- Here it’s mainly a 
7:30-9 contest, but a three-way af- 
fair all the way. At 7:30, it’s Nat 
King Cole for NBC vs. “Name That 





Tune” for CBS and the powerful | 


“Cheyenne” for ABC. At 8, NBC 
is unfolding the hourlong George 
Gobel-Eddie Fisher stanza, vs. Phil 
Silvers and the new “Eve Arden 
Show” for CBS and the second 
half of “Cheyenne” and the strong 
“Wyatt Earp” for ABC. 

Wednesday — This is primarily 
an NBC-CBS battle against “Dis- 
neyland,” with CBS posing “I Love 
Lucy” reruns at 7:30 and the new 
“Big Record” at 8-9, while NBC 
tries to crack the puzzle with the 
hourlong “Wagon Train” western. 

ABC’s Thursday Threat 

Thursday—ABC poses some sub- 
substantial threats, what 
“Zorro” 
Marx and CBS’ new “Harbor Mas- 
ter” 
the holdover “Dragnet” and “Cli- 
max" at 8:30; Pat Boone as a major 
contender against the stet “People’s 
Choice” and “Climax.” In the field 
vs. “Playhouse 90” 9:30-11 compe- 
tition, NBC again serves up “Ten- 
nessee Ernie,” followed by Rose- 
mary Clooney and Jane Wyatt, 
while ABC is relying on “OSS” 
and “Navy Log,” the latter filling 
in what used to be a sustaining 
niche. 

Friday—Anybody’s night. ABC 
has the edge at 7:30 via its “Rin 
Tin Tin” standby, vs. “The Vise” 
for NBC and the new “Wally & the 


Beaver” for CBS. At 8, it’s all-! 


new for CBS and NBC, with 
*“Trackdown”" for the former and 
“Court. of Last Resort” for NBC, 
with. ABC repeating on “Jim 
Bowie.” ABC has Patrice Munsel 
at 8:30 as its newcomer, vs. hold- 
overs “Zane Grey Theatre” and 
“Life of Riley.” NBC is posing an 
all-mystery block at 9 via “Man- 
hunt” and “The Thin Man,” with 
ABC. offering Frank Sinatra and 
the holdover “Date With the An- 
gels’ and CBS standing pat with 
“Mr. Adams & Eve” and “Schlitz 
Playhouse.” ABC will challenge 
CBS’ 10 o'clock supremacy (“The 
Lineup”) with “Colt 45.” 
Saturday—Also a scramble, but 
NBC looks good. CBS will try to 
upset Perry Como’s 8-9 applecart 
by starting “Perry Mason” at 7:30 
and following through with “Dick 
& the’ Duchess” at 8:30. At 9, 
NBC will buck the Lawrence Welk 
stronghold with a musical pair, the 
Dean Martin-Polly Bergen entry 
and the new Gisele MacKenzie 
show, while CBS stands pat at 9 


with Gale Storm and goes th 
western route with “Have Gun, 
Will Travel” at 9:30. At 10, it's 


another three-way scramble via 
ABC's Guy Mitchell show, NBC's 
“What's It For” panel and ¢ 


old reliable, “Gunsmoke.” 


night of the week, but not without 
interest. 





ZIV HAS THE HOT SHOWS! | 


‘SCIENCE 
STCTION 
THEATRE 





Battle For Supremac 


Continued from page 25 





ern bit vs. Ed Sullivan and Steve 
Allen by starting “Maverick” at 
7:30 and: bridging the variety 
shows. And Dinah Shore shows up 
at 9 to 10 in the most potent chal- 
lenge yet to CBS’ “General Elec- 
tric Theatre”-“Alfrted Hitchcock” 
presents combine. 

As noted, there’s enough in the 
way of intriguing competitive 
twists to keep the most active 





with | 
bucking NBC's Groucho | 


at 8; “THe Real McCoys” vs. | 


ABC is trying the west- 





dopesters in business all year. As 
lanother aspect, “there’s the _ in- 
|ereased use of block programming, 
a la NBC’s Monday night western 
pairing of “Restless Gun” and 
\“Wells Fargo” and CBS’ Saturday 
ditto on ‘Have Gun” and “Gun- 
|smoke.” Ip other categories, NBC 
jhas lined up Como, Martin & Ber- 
|gen and Miss MacKenzie 1-2-3 Sat- 
lurday nights, while’ ABC has 
|dittoed with Miss Munsel and 
|Sinatra Fridays. On the mystery 
side, CBS _ back-to-backs “Perry 
Mason” and “Dick & the Duchess,” 
and NBC does the same with 
|“Manhunt” and “Thin Man,” like- 
|wise with “The Vise” and “Court 
;of Last Resort.” 


| 











Foreign TV Reviews 


Continued from page 9 Game 





distant bullseye with a crossbow, 
| ete, 

A “do you trust your wife” var- 
iation fills another segment of 
“Telematch,” while still another 
part of the show consists of a 
poker-like truth or consequences 
game played by a contestant and 
quizmaster Silvio Noto, who ably 
runs the show together with a 
likeable Enzo Tortora. Both have 
become top names in the Italo en- 
tertainment picture via their video 
fortunes, latter also making 
grade in films. Show is technically 
| well run, oven though suffering at 
|times from the usual local time- 
| lag malady. Coordination of remote 
pickups and studio setups is ex- 


j cellent. Hawk. 





| ESCAPE 
With Alex Scott, Michael Beint, 
Gordon Bell, John 
John Nettleton, Michael Guest 
Producer writer: Arthur Swinson 
Director: Ronald Eyre 
30 Mins., Saturday, 9 p.m. 
BBC-TV, from London 
Escape plots by POW's have 
provided a fertile source of ma- 
terial for writers, motion pictures 





tive series in its “Escapers’ Club” 
jand now BBC-TV has its own 


eon introed by Aidan Crawley, 


the | 


Michael Bird, Anthony Sheppard, | 


Brooking, | this clause, 


| played on the air until Sept. 30, 


and also tv. Last year the British | 
commercial network had an effec-| new package, due to the fact that}dom radio listeners, complained | 


} 


wellknown political commentator. | 
| Such yarns are a natural in dra-| 


| matic content and the current pro- 


| gram merits its Saturday night slot. | 


Mainly a live show, but 
added filmed sequences, the cur- 


rent episode “The Warburg Wire| group of 52 horror entries, In set-| 


Job” described a mass escape plan 
conceived and carried out in Oflag 


VI B in the summer of 1942. Hav-| only two weeks ago, the Columbia) 


ing tried tunnelling without suc- 
cess, the British officers in the 
camp turned their attention to a 


=f plan to beat the double wire fenc- 


ing sarrounding their camp. They 


~\ achieved this by building ladders 


| 


“| and bridges in the music room and 
>| fusing the camp lights at the point 


tof escape. 
There 


escape had to be brought forward 
la couple of weeks because posting 


} 


was added drama in the | 28¢ for which a demand above and 
Sunday — The most peaceable| fact that the date for the mass| beyond the norm could be created, | 


notices had gone up and most of ; 
those involved were to be sent to} 
other camps. Several of the of- | 
ficers avoided transfer by being | 
buried alive under the camp huts} 
for several hours and one lost his 
life. 

Production and direction main- 
tained the tense dramatic atmos- 
phere, but the end was too abrupt. 
Good acting and all-round techni- 
cal credits were a feature of the 
show. Myro. 





APPUNTAMENTO CON LA NO- 

VELLA 
15 minutes, Sat., 10:45 pm. } 
RAI-TV from Milan | 

Indications of the adult, intelli-| 
gent possibilities of the video me- 
dium are contained in this 15 min-| 
ute literary interlude, which also 
helps spotlight the considerable 
thespic and interpretative talents 
of Giorgio Albertazzi, a young legit 
actor whose unerring tv projection 
has made him the number one tal-| 
ent in Italy’s growing telepieture. 

Stanzas, limited to a weekly 
quafter-hour, consist merely of Al- 
bertazzi’s reading of excerpts from | 
novels of past and present, and} 
in inexpert hands would quickly | 
result in sets going off all over the | 
country. To a large degree his} 
ability, and to a small one his| 
choice of bits of material, explain | 
the success of such anti-conform- | 
ist fare. Secret, if there is one, 
lies perhaps in the fact that thesper 
almost memorizes his (often very 
long) excerpt, then acts it out with 
an extremely expressive manner 
and face. Result is near spell- 
binding, so that even persons nor- 
mally and frankly bored by read- 
ing sessions or literary material 
are held te the image by this young 
yet extraordinary talent. 

Fact that this weekly “act” is 
one of the most-parodied by vaud- 
ers or even by other Italo tele- 
shows is an indication of the large} 
following already enjoyed by this | 
offbeat item. Ttalo TV has a great | 
property in Albertazzi. Hawk. 


SG’s Chillers 
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well at the boxoffice in support of | 
his thesis that the chillers will do} 
well on tv. | 

So high is Stone on the deal that 
he’s written a clearance clause into 
his pact with Screen Gems. Under 
should Screen Gems 
market another package of horror 
films and sell it to another N.Y. 
station, the new package can't be 





1958, giving WABC-TV a year's ex-| 
clusivity on the films. Stone was) 
unable to get a first refusal on a 


when WCBS-TV purchased the first 


| Screen Gems feature package over box operation.” 


a year ago, it got a first refusal} 
right on all future Screen Gems 
feature product. | 

Screen Gems has at least enough 


with | horror stuff in its 600-film Univer- 


sal library to bring out another} 
ting its marketing plans for the 
Universal group, which it acquired} 
Pictures subsid had to take into 
consideration the question of} 
whether the plentitude of produ 

currently on the market might a 
drive prices down. Instead of mar-| 
keting a heterogeneous package of | 
the U-I features, SG instead de-| 
cided to tailor a specialized pack- 








and came up with the horror pic-| 
tures as the answer. 
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IN 2-STATION 


OMAHA 


beating Dragnet, 
George Gobel, 
Disneyland, 
What's My Line 
and many others. 


ARB—Feb. ‘56 








| Miami, 


|news bulletins from the two” sta- 





Hub 


ments in between, would have gar- 
nered the entire Hub listening aud. 
As it was, news hungry Bostonians 
had to snatch incomplete five-min- 
ute summaries on the half hour 
from most stations. WBZ stepped 
up to four times an hour on Sat, 
(17). 








Dept. Store Biz 
As department stores and other 
retail businesses deluged radio 
with announcement copy, disk 





| jocks and announcers were hard 


pressed to get the plugs out and / 
imagery of words was on the crude 
side with the department stores 
trying to lure customers to sales 
via voice descriptions of merchan- 
dise on which formerly they would 
have taken full page ads. The rush 
and confusion produced hurriedly 
prepared and far from sharp copy. 

As an example of the bonanza 
that radio got in on, Paramount 
Hub office with “10 Command- 
ments” opening in nabe houses 
around Boston transferred $4,000 
from the conked out newspapers to} 
radio. Arnold VanLeer, Paramount} 
field exploitation chief, said radio 
would be used throughout the 
newspaper strike duration. 

It was estimated that Boston de- 
partment stores depend approxi- 
mately 90% on newspaper adver- 
tising. Effect of the newspaper 
blackout on retail shopping began 
to be felt as the strike reached its 
first week Friday (16). Mayor 
John B. Hynes said he feared for 
the economy of the city and ef- 
fect on the larger department 
stores. Boston's big department 
Jordan's, Filene’s, Raymond’s, Gil- 
christ’s, specialize in sales and buy- 
ing out of other store stocks in 
Dallas, Hollywood and 
other sections of the country, and 
this merchandise is sold to New 
Englanders through heavy news- 
paper advertising. Stores are also 
caught in the back to school selling 
period as Boston schools open a 
week earlier this year. 

Some idea of the money involved 
is indicated by the R. H. White 
Co. department store, which just 
closed its Boston store, advertising 
budget in Boston newspapers which 
was $750,000 annually. White's was 
one of «the smaller department 
stores and budgets for the bigger 
Ones are estimated at three to four 
times the $750,000 anni figure. 

With increased radio listening in 
Hub, new listeners, who, for the! 
most part were three and four} 
newspaper a day readers and sel- | 








that most Hub radio is a “juke| 


Radio stations started on the 
competitive kick as it became in- 
creasingly clear that the strike 
would go through its second week- 
end. Both WNAC and WBZ in tie- 
up with Donnelly Advertising took 
outdoor billboards on Boston Com-| 
mon. The Donnelly org painting 


tions and rushing them to the 
Common to go on each station's 
respective board. WBZ, also set 
up a news center in the lobby of 
Hotel Statler. 

WGBH, WGBH-TV and FM tied 
up with the Boston Globe and 
Boston Record-American gave an 
hour a day and two hours oa Sun- 
day (18) alternating news broad- 
casts with staff members of the two 
newspapers. From the Globe, Paul 
Benzoquin, reporter; John Harri- 
man, financial columnist; and 
Charles Whipple, political writer, 
did news broadcasts. From the 
Record-American, Eliot Norton, 
film-drama critic; C. Edward’ Hol- 
land, city editor; Ruth Mugglebee, 
women’s page editor. 

WNAC issued a daily “Diner- 
Gram” news sheet to hotels and 
restaurants with news flashes, film 
theatre attractions and_ starting 
times. WBZ-TV as of Saturday! 
(17) upped its live newscasts to} 
16 daily, 112 weekly, with special | 
bulletins every hour on the halt 
hour. As significant news stories 
broke, cutins on regular programs 
were put in. WORL put on night- 
life summaries with George Clarke 
night club columnist of the Boston 
Record. 

WBZ came up with “Operation: 
Boston Beat,” 73 newscasts a. day 
around the clock, and put bulletin 
boards in the John Hancock Build- 
ing. WNAC featured - highlights 
from the city desks of the Boston 
Globe and Record-American. Le- 
land C. Bickford, Yaukkee net news | 
chief, put obituaries from the Bes- 
ton Globe on the air. (Skeleton 
staffs of management employees, 





Newspaper Strike 


Continued from page 25 


ee 





are on duty at the struck papers to 

maintain. files and property). 
Around the clock skeds on Hub 

radio and tv newsstaffs were being 


| kept through the emergency. WBZ- 


TV came up with “Comment” for 
Saturday (17) and Sunday (18), 
analyzing top news stories of the 
day with Hub editors and commen- 
tators, and skedded the program 
daily. 














Caravel 


Continued from page 33 eee 


struction and special effects, is on 
West End Ave. at 60th St., over- 
looking the new New York Times 
plant. 

New facilities, housed in a brand- 
new building (as contrasted with 
renovated sites employed by most 
commercial producers) will be 
used for commercials and also for 
regular tv package production, first 
time Caravel will aave engaged in 
program production. Moveover of 
Caravel’s personnel and facilities, 
set for Sept. 1, is the first stage in 
a $1,000,000 expansion project set 
for the company by prexy David I. 
Pincus. Current construction and 
moveover will cost about $350,000, 
with the second stage consisting 
of building additional studio space 
and third outright purchase of the 
building itself. 

Caravel, which services such ac- 
counts as Socony Mobil Oil, Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph and 
American Can Co., will retain its 
studio setup in Hempstead, ‘L.1, 
but the bulk of the production will 
shift over to the new Mankattan 
plant, which is about 10 minutes 
from Agency Row. Caravel has 
been in business for 37 years and 
has been turning out ty commer- 
cials since 1939. 
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DuMont Hearings 
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phone calls since coverage of the 
hearings started July 31 and its 
eight telephone lines are kept con- 
stantly busy. Most of the calls are 
from viewers who feel they should 
express gratitude for the service 
or wish to check on time of the 
broadcasts. Many letters have also 
been received, invariably to say 
“thank you.” 

Station’s handling of the hear- 
ings has been generally praised, 
particularly the summaries of Mat- 





|thew Warren and Clark Mollen- 


hoff of the morning and afternoon 
testimony. Program director Wes 
Harris, producer Leonard Zweig 
and director Ed Shearer have done 
an all-around good job in spotlight- 
ing the dramatics of the witnesses 
while maintaining the decorum of 
the proceedings. 

General reaction of the viewing 
public is one of shock.at the evi- 
dence uncovered by the Commit- 
tee. There has been no reaction 
to the telecasts from the ranks of 
organized labor. Members of the 
Senate have expressed the belief 
the telecasts are highly beneficial. 

Among the few efs was one 
from an elderly lady who thought 
the testimony was “just terrible.” 
She could hardly wait, she said, 
for Liberace to “come back.” 

EVERY DAY 
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ON EVERY CHANNEL 


BROOKS 
COSTUMES 
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Here Comes "DAVY JONES' 
STARRING BUSTER CRABBE 
TV's Mower. Saduatested Adventure 


on 
NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
SPONSOR SHOWINGS 


GEORGE BAGNALL & Associates 
New York, MUrray Hill 6-7543 
Hollywood, CRestview 1-5133 

Chicago, Michigan 2-523! 


ABOUT SEPT. 15 
WILL EXCHANGE PERFORMER’S 
3400 SQ. FT. HOME — ENCINO 
Calif. 25 min. from Movie & TV Stu- 
dios, for period ef 6 monihs. 3 Large 
Bdrms., Den & Md’s rm. Large Kitch- 
20x40 Heated POOL. 
Bedminton ct., play area for children. 
COMPLETELY FURNISHED rice: 
va oe ete. COMP. 
HOME in SUBURBS N.Y., UPSTAT 
N.Y. of CONNECTICUT or will 
same for period of 6 mos. 
J. W. CARSON — STate 9-9293 
4259 rayvenhurst Ave. Encine 


en, 














den ellen <= 
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... The 26 daring Arizona Rangers tamed 
America’s last wild territory... rounded up over 
4,000 rustlers, desperadoes, gunmen and 
swindlers at the turn of the century. All the flavor 
of the historical conflict between law and outlaw 
is in 26 MEN... filmed for TV on scenic Arizona 
locations capturing the impact and excitement of 
the last frontier. Producer — Russell Hayden. 
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thundering 
out of 
the West 
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Jim Moran Goes the Limit (5006) 
In New Bid as Chi Feature King 


Chicago, Aug. 20. 

Auto dealer Jim Moran, who 
hasn’t stinted with the television 
buck for 10 years, has just shelled 
out his fattest coin to date—re- 
portedly - over $500,000—for a| 
year’s supply of potent Warner | 
Bros. titles, with which he hopes 
to recapture the lion’s share of the 
Sunday night firstrun sweepstakes. 

With all four local stations on the | 
feature film bandwagon and com- | 
petition growing fiercer by the | 
week, Moran’s “Courtesy Theatre” 
on WGN-TV has experienced a d2- 
scent from the ratings stratosphere 
since the first of this year. Mainly 
it has been WBBM-TV’s formidable 
MGM library that has cracked Mo- 
ran’s Sunday night monopoly. 
Since January, “Courtesy” has 
been unable to hit higher than an 
18.4 (February) ARB, and on at 
least twe occasions, the WBBM-TV 
film outstripped Moran’s in the 
ratings 

Not only has “Courtesy” been 
Chi's top rated local show over its 
nine year course, it has frequently 
ranked in the top 10 along with 
nine network opuses. It holds the 
highest quarter-hour rating here 
for a local show—37.1 ARB posted 


= 

















15,000 


Salary for Morning Show 


Disc Jockey 


We want a man with 4 or § years’ 
experience. We'll give him @ huge 
established audience and the best 
Morning Show set-up in Baltimore. 
Send resume and tape ef once to 
Les Alexander, WITH, 7 E. Lex- 
ington St., Baltimore 3, Md.—and 


follow up by phoning him at 


LExington 9-7808. 


| Fahey Fiynn and P. J. 


‘10,000- 


for .“Farmer’s Daughter” 
Sept. 9—and, despite its decline | 
in the first half of this year, still | 
has a 23.2 average ARB for the 
past 25 months. j 

WBBM-TV’s inroads into “Cour- 
tesy’s” longtime dominion of Sun- 
day nights reached a peak last 
month, when July ARB gave the 
CBS station a 13.3 average oppo- 
site “Courtesy’s” 10.4 from 10 p.m. 
to midnight. WBBM-TYV has half 
an hour of news and weather with | 
Hoff (an 
extension of their successful week- 
night show for Standard Oil) and| 
doesn’t begin its film until 10:30. | 
The NBC station, WNBQ, Starts its 
pic at 9:30 and has a half-hour ad- | 
vantage, but its ratings, like that 
of ABC’s WBKB, haven't as yet 
figured importantly in the Sunday 
night competion. 

The CBS station’s progress in 
the time period is seen in sharpest | 
relief when compared with earlier | 

| 


ratings. In January, 1955, ARB 


gave “Courtesy” a 31.4 average| the Random book publishing series! 


and WBBM-TV a 1.4 for the two} 
hour stretch. In November of last | 
year, the Moran film got a 26.4) 
ARB against WBBM-TV’s 4.5. Two | 
months ‘later, the nip and tuck race | 
began, with “Courtesy” getting 15.2 


against WBBM-TV’s 15.5 for the| placement won't make any profits| 
| for G-T, but reruns, via an anthol- 


10-12 period. 

Moran’s new purchase of film is 
an attempt to re-establish the 
“Courtesy Theatre” habit with a 
sock title every week, instead of 
favoring rating weeks. The $500,- 
000 WB package includes such big- 


| gies as “Casablanca,” “High Sier- 
jra,” “Anthony Adverse,” “Sergeant 
| York,” “Johnny Belinda,” “Mildred 
Pierce,’ “Key Largo,” “Treasure of 
Sierra’ Madre,” “Kirig’s Row,” 
“Fighting 69th,” and “Big Sleep.” 
Evidently. the rating changes) 
| haven't unnerved Moran. Hal 


| Barkun, account exec at the Mal- 
colm-Howard ad shop which has 
handled Moran ever since his en- 
| try in tv 10 years ago, says Moran's 
own rating system tells the story 
| better than any other. “We know 
| where our customers come from,”| 
| Barkun says. “They've nearly al- 
| Ways come from tv, and as long as| 
| we're getting responses to Jims’) 
| commercials we know that noth 
| ing’s wrong.” 
Barkun, in whom Meran has en- 
| trusted the selection of film these 
nine years, has formed some speci- 
| fic ideas about purchasing film for! 


last | 


| beerf a country & western variety 


show. When he switched it to film 
—an assortment af RKO, United 
Artists, and 20th-Fox product—the 
period became redoubtable compe- 
tition for WGN-TV. In the past 
eight months, Moran’s WBKB film 


has dominated the ratings four 
times and WGN-TY’s the other 
four. 


Moran has always done his own 
commercials on both shows, and 
after 10 years on the video screen 
he’s become a well-known local tv 
personality. A Chicago pressagent 
who describes himseif as a 
“bringer” tells this anecdote: “For 
years I've been bringing some of 
the top show biz names in the 
country to various places along 
Michigan Ave. and in the Loop 


|}and never stopped traffic. It was 
|}only when I was taking him some- 


place that heads turned and people 
pointed, saying, ‘Look, there goes 
Jim Moran.’” 











Goodson-Todman 


Continued from page 29 








stage are “Adventures of Ethan 
Allen,” half-hour project, and 
“Landmark,” hour entry based on 


of the same title. “John Paul 
Jones” was the “Landmark” pilot 
episode, for which CBS footed a 
good deal of the bill. 

Todman acknowledged that “The 
Web,” as a 14-week summer re- 


ogy series or other means, should 
turn the trick. 


| Inside Stuff—TV Films 


| KTTV, Los Angeles, copped first prize in NTA Film Network's 
| $10,000 Showmanship Contest” for overall promotion of the “Premiere 
Performance” series. A special award for promotion of a single pro- 
gram in the network series went to KLFY-TV, Lafayette, La. 

| The winning entry was submitted by Jack O'Mara, director of ad- 
promotion, and Reavis Winckler, director of publicity, for the Coast 
indie. The prize is a two-week trip to Paris for two. It was decided 
by a flipped coin that Winckier would get the Paris trip and O’Mara 
will get a trip to Bermuda, a junket which should have gone to general 
manager Richard A. Moore, who graciously bowed out. 

| Miss Avis Moore, KLFY-TV’s promotion manager, the winner of the 
| special award, will receive a color tv set as her prize. Contest covered 
the first 13-week cycle of the “Premiere Performance” series over the 
net's 134 stations. 





| Bond Bread and BBD&O are putting some unusual promotional 
angles to work on WFIL-TV, Philadelphia, where Bond is sponsoring 
“The Silent Service” starting Sunday (25). Series normally ends with 
a one to two-minute interview of the story’s hero by Rear Adm. Thomas 
M. Dykers, who is host, adviser and coproducer on the California Na- 
tional Productions series on the submarine service. Bond and BBD&O 
will knock out the Dykers interview and substitute interviews with 
local Philadelphians who are or have been in the submarine service. 
Interviews will be live, with Ed McMahon hosting. 

Another unusual promotion is the use of Bond's route men, who in 
|making their home deliveries will drop off story lines of each show 
jevery three weeks. As an employee promotion, Bond will send its 
| 5,000 workers through the Philadelphia Naval base in weekly groups of 
| 100. 








| ABC Film syndication appears to be having “26 Problems” with “26 
|Men” in the New York market—and not because of lack of sponsor 
interest. 

| Brylereem wants the show as an alternate sponsor and WABC-TV 
i'seems the most likely berth. Additionally, Brylereem would like to 
have an extra play via double exposure on WPIX. But at this point, 
| WABC-TV is seeking a matching sponsor, one who also would take the 
.WPIX “double-exposure” of the skein. 

— + enn 





G-T, which now is grossing about | would be geared to ratings and the 
$5,000,000 annually, has another, prices stations get for participating 
two live shows under wraps for net-| spots, a percentage system similar 
work airing, one aimed as a day-|in many respects now current in 
time strip, loosely described as an) the theatrical industry where the 
audience participation show with! distrib shares in the revenues of 
a musical base, and the other a| the boxoffice. 


projected weekly expensive entry. | 
British TV 


G-T’s hardy live entries include} 
Continued from page 28 Gea 








“What's My Line,” CBS-TV; “I've| 
Got A Secret,” CBS-TV; “Beat the! 
Clock,” CBS-TV; latter also going) 
tous moll os tele caolenee “aol times a week, will continue until 
time; and “Two for the Money,”| Oct. 9, when it will be replaced by 
CBS-TV. House also does “To Tell|*Spot the Tune.” Also skedded to 
the Truth,” CBS-TV; and “The/ return will be “The $64,000 Ques- 
Price is Right,” NBC-TV, | tion,” which was replaced during 


ithe summer months by “The $64,- 
Post-’48 Pix 


1/000 Challenge.” A new panel 
——m=~e, Continued from page 29 











game is being introduced by Asso- 
ciated TeleVision, entitled “Tell 
the Truth,” while A-R’s “Turn- 
| about Quiz” show is to be super- 
say that feature prices, no matter | seded by “Take Your Pick.” 

what their vintage, are reaching a Among the key live shows, “Sun- 
plateau, and while there is a plus| day Night at the London Palla- 
value in updating the product, the | dium” will return on the full net- 
price paid in the main must be/| work after its summer residence at 





Now you 
can read 
the complete 
text 
of the TV 
triumph 





A Play for Television 
by WILLIAM GIBSON 


W-I-T-H 


RADIO BALTIMORE 


television. Says Barkun: “We don’t! 
| go by the theatrical record of the 
| film we use. Many which did good! 
| business in movie houses do not 
| get big ratings on tv. The ticket! 
purchaser at the theatre is a cap-| 
tive audience. The television 
viewer, on the other hand, has 
| three other stations to choose from 
| and other distractions in the house, 
| so it’s important to get him thor-| 
| oughly absorbed in the first few) 
| minutes of the film. Talents like 
| Darryl Zanuck, John Houston, and 
| David O. Selznick seldom fail us. 
| In two or three minutes they pack} 
in so much interest that the dial | 
twirlet can’t be tempted.” 

{| Moran’s other feature film, Fri- 
day nights on WBKB, is also run- 
ning a nip and tuck race for rat- 
| ings, this time against a WGN-TV 
|film, Until December of 1956, 
Moran’s Friday night. stanza had 


THEY LOVE ME IN 













Met. Willlam Merris Agency 














WCKT-TV, ARB 


Sun., July 7 
10:15 P.M. 





Contact: RICHARD A. HARPER, General Sales Mgr. 
MGMN-TV, a service of Loew's Incorporated 


based on the pix’s quality. 

From the seller’s point of view 
—one major distrib exec sees the 
need for a complete alteration of 
the technique of selling pix to sta- 
tions, especially with the post-’48’s. 
Instead of flat payments for cine- 
matics, a guarantee against a per- 
centage formula should be worked 
out, with the distrib reaping the 
harvest with the audience catching 
pix on tv and sharing the losses on 
a poor drawing pix. The formula 


Now in book form 7 

ing’s brilliant play c 
Ficles Keller and ce teacher, 
Annie Sullivan. “A remark- 
able drama of the real-life 
achievement of a remarkable 
woman.” ~—Time 


| Blackpool, while new programs in- 
|clude Ben Lyons and family in 
“Life With the Lyons,” adapted 
|from their hit radio show, a new 
Max Wall series and a batch of 
Northern shows featuring such per- 
formers as George Formby and Al- 
bert Modley. 

The commercial webs are also 
making a big pitch in the drama 
field and the new season's lineup 
includes plays by H. G. Wells, J. 
B. Priestley and Ibsen. 


$3.00 at most bookstores 


ALFRED A. KNOPF, Publisher 





| Nears 





TV Film Chatter 


Ely Landau, prez of National 
Telefilm Associates, has returned 
from the Coast ... As part of 
Metro TV's plan to use studio con- 
tractees in segments of “The Thin 
Man” series, Myrna Hansen and 
Theona Bryant have been cast in 
featured roles in “The Duke of 
Sing Sing” episode .. . Irish Mc- 
Calla, more widely known 4s 
“Sheena, Queen of the Jungle,” 
will appear on Steve Allen show 
Sunday (25)... An_ animated 
short subject, “The Violinist,” for 
theatrical release has gone into 
production at Pintoff- Lawrence 
Productions. Prez Rebert Lawrence 
has left for the Coast ... (Cap- 
tain) Allen. Swift,” who steers 
WPIX’s “Popeye” strip, off on va- 


¥ 





Guild Films has sold “The Michaels 
of Africa” skein to KOMO, Seattle, 
|}and WCKT, Miami... Curtis Kauf- 
man, who served as client relations 
director for Guild Films during ’55, 
|}has returned to his post after a 
|} year’s absence. While away, Kauf- 
man was in the sales promotion 
department, of WMBV-TV, Mari- 
nette, Wisc... . WABD, N.Y., now 
is stripping “Douglas Fairbanks 
Theatre” and “TV Reader’s Digest” 
in the afternoon, Monday through 
Friday. 

Screen Gems sales v.p. John H. 
Mitchell off to Maine tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for a vacation through 
Labor Day , . . Claudia Crawford 
finishing a “Phil Silvers Show” 
role in N. Y.... Kerry Mark Joels, 
|son of actor Merrill E. Joels, com- 











MAURICE SEYMOUR 





701 7th Ave.,, New York 36,N. Y, ®  JUdson 2-2000 


cation. He's being replaced by Photograph 
weekender host Ray Heatherton .../pleted 17 voice-over Monsanto : WA 
Diane Brewster has been set for| Plastics commercials filmed by | RaReAelUAAseRM—Cn 


|a top femme role in “According | David Piel ... James B. Faichney, 
|to Hoyle,” one of the Maverick | producer of four half-hour shows 


tv series being shot on the Warner/on aviation in the CBS-TV “The 
Bros. lot. She’s also doing a top| Twentieth Century” series, on ‘the 


role in “The Missing Scientist,” a|Coast for research and discussions | 


stanza of the “Line Up” series. . .| with aircraft manufacturers prepar- 
John Wingate, the “Night Beat” atory to shooting in Las Vegas 
interviewer, has been contracted | and Phoenix ... mald Dawson 
by the International Ladies Gar- | doing a Navy training film, while 
ment Workers’ Union to narrate! Jim Campbell tagged to do the 
an upcoming documentary drama-| narration for one Air Force film 
tizing the history of labor unions. | and set to play the lead in a second 
Leon H. Cagan has resigned as | pic for the Air Force . . . John 
foreign topper of ABC Film Syndi-| Wilkoff, former supervisor of tv 
cation, moving over to NBC's inter-|sales promotion, joins Screen 
national operations, heading up| Gems sales department as a special 
latter’s division in Mexico City...‘ program presentation writer, 


NEW YORK 











New York City, 3 =P 
ently empleo we TV, Dalias, 
Texas, as cameramen tor various 
shows Including “Rom Room” a 
: nae <9 Some 8 is laster uc: 

» “Iu Bene! cooking, and 
various live commercials. Have déne 
some network b 
Speak “Yiddish” with ac- 
ce..t. in front of 
camera. Will consider 


Write Al Ray, Box 475, VARIETY 
154 W. 46th St.. New York 36, N. Y. 
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Do Disk Jockeys ‘Own’ Detroit Radio? 
WJR Pays to Put Itself on Record 





Detroit, Aug. 20. + 


In an obvious rebuttal to a De- 
troit Free Press series of stories 
“exposing” the extent to which 
disk jockeys have taken over radio, 
their influence on teenagers 
through record selection and pay- 
ola, WJR bought full page ads Sun- 
day (18) carrying this headline: 
“Disk Jockeys Have Not Taken 
Over Radio.” 

The ad reads as follows: “It's 
annoying to the many talented and 
conscientious people in radio broad- 
casting to read these days that disk 
jockeys and attention-getting gim- 
micks have taken over radio. It's 
presumptuous of newspaper and 
magazine reporters to add that this 
is typical of all radio. This atti- 
tude may be typical of some sta- 
tions—certainly not radio in gen- 
eral ... definitely not WJR. 

“Good radio programming is an 
art. It consists of careful blending 
of information, entertainment and 
public service. WJR backs that be- 
lief with a program payroll of a 
million dollars annually. This rep- 
resents the highest program budg- 
et of any radio station in the coun- 
try. Many stations, like WJR, prac- 
tice the art of good programming 
with great success. Others, either 
lacking the art or inclination, re- 
sort to canned music around the 
clock. 

“Music, being a popular form of 
entertainment, is an important con- 
sideration in WJR's programming. 
But here it is a weil-balanced blend 
of ‘live’ musical shows featuring 
talented artists, and recorded pro- 
grams that offer music for every 


(Continued on page 48) 


Satchmo’s Symph Stint 
At Hollywood Bowl As 
Prelude to Teleshow 


Louis Armstrong, who made his 
first mark with the “Hot Five,” is 
ncw heading for a new career with 
a symphony orch. Last Friday 
(16) night, Satchmo performed at 
the Hollywood Bowl with a 100- 
man symph conducted by Russ 
Garcia who arranged the program 
of 11 pop standards and one 
spiritual. The Bowl date was 
Armstrong’s first symph turn since 
last December when he worked a 
one-night charity stand at the 
Royal Festival Hall in London for 
the Hungarian Relief Fund. 

Armstrong’s Bowl appearance 
was a warmup for his forthcoming 
NBC-TV Christmas show with a 
symphony and was designed to de- 
velop material for the telecast. 
Joe Cates, producer of the upcom- 








ing NBC show, 
Coast this week with Jee Glaser, 
Armstrong’s manager, to set the 
tv show’s details. 

Meanwhile, Norman Granz, who 
promoted the 
date, has already begun an exten- 
sive. series of “Satehmo and the 
Symphony” recordings at the Capi- 
tol Studios in Hollywood for the 
Verve label. Garcia is again con- 
ducting for the platters. 





Garner Ups Cleve. Symph 
To Second Largest Draw 


Erroll Garner’s date with the 
Cleveland Symphony in Cleveland 
last Thursday (15) drew 7,000 per- 
sons marking second largest house 


of the season. A Rodgers-Hammer-| 


stein Night a few years back is the 
topper. Columbia Records’ distribu- 
tors held reception for Garner and 
Mitch Miller, Col’s-pop aé&r chief, 
who conducted the Garner portion 
of the program. Concert pulled in 
a hefty $7,368. 


The Col distributors tied in with 


the concert and peddled 1,600 
copies of Garner’s new album, 
“Other Voices.” Garner returns to 
New York next week for another 
date at Central Part’s “Jazz Under 
The Stars.” He’s written a new 
piece, “Jazz Under The Stars,” 


which he’ll preem during his Cen- 
tral Park stay. ~ 


is flying to the) 


Hollywood Bow! | 


AFM Agrees to Open 
Pacts for Tooters’ 0.0. 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

The American Federation of 
Musicians agreed, by stipulation, 
to open its files to the dissident 
Coast musicians, thus forestalling 
court action at a contempt hearing 
scheduled yesterday (Mon.) tooters 
suing Federation had been de- 
manding to see copies of contracts 
with the major studios. AFM 
agreed to make the contracts avail- 
able by Sept. 16 to which date 
the case has been continued. Suit 
is aimed primarily at the Mu- 
sic Performance Trust Funds, 


M-G Rallies For 
Bally on Score 
From ‘Raintree’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Biggest music push in the history 
of Metro has been scheduled for 
Johnny Green's monumental score | 
for “Raintree County,” beginning 
with the introduction of the title 
theme song on the Nat King Cole 
tv show next Tuesday (27). Cole 
sings the song behind the main 
title credits in the picture. 

Except for the title theme and 
“Never Till Now,” both with lyrics 
by Paul Francis Webster, there are 
no songs in the mammoth $5,400,000 
production, the most expensive 
domestic film in the history of the 
Culver City lot. But Green's score 
matches the production in size, 
running an unprecedented two 
hours and 18 minutes—as com- 
pared to the normal 35-40 minutes 
of music on a soundtrack. And with 
this material to work with, Metro 
is pulling out all the stops on a 
music campaign tied to the Mont- 
gomery Clift-Elizabeth Taylor-Eva 
Marie Saint-Nigel Patrick starrer. 

In addition to the normal push 
for diskings of the two tunes, stu- 
dio is readying an impressive 
soundtrack album of the score and 
will publish, for the first time in 
Metro history, a folio of the music. 
Album, of course, will be handled 


‘Continued on page 48) 








EXEC PONDER 
MERIT OF LiaT 


stations—do they help or hurt— 
is the big issue currently besetting 
the music biz. In the last year or 
so, hundreds of radio stations have 
adopted the policy of programming 
mainly from “Top 40” lists com- 
piled by each station from its own 
sources. + 

For the radio stations, the “Top 
40” is a mechanism for surefire 
programming of its hits. With 
from one-third to 100° of station 
time devoted to playing only the 
“Top 40,” station managers have 
found a way of preventing their 
disk jockeys from going out on a 
musical limb. It also is an im- 
portant factor in curbing the pay- 
ola, since jocks no longer can pro- 
gram at their own discretion, but 
must adhere very closely to the 
station's “Top 40.” 

The stations have ‘been compil- 
ing their lists, mostly from surveys 
of local retail stores. In New 
York, WMCA, for instance, can- 
vasses most of the top stores to 
find out what is being bought. 
WMCA’s “Top 40” makes up one- 
third of all music played on that 
station. According to Ralph Atlass, 
exec of WIND in Chicago who is 
also consultant to WMCA, “one 


(Continued on page 48) 


House OK’s Relief 





First step on the road to tax re- 
lief for music publishers was made 
last Friday (16) when the House 
of Representatives unanimously 
passed a bill to exempt music pub- 
lishers from the personal holding 
company tax. Because of the fact 
that income from royalties for per- 
formances and mechanical usage 
has grown while sheet music has 
fallen off, several publishers have 
had personal holding tax rates of 
up to 92% applied against their 
earnings. The House bill would 
not apply the personal holding 
company tax, aimed originally at 
coupon-clipping firms, to legiti- 
mate operating companies. 

The Music Publishers Protective 
Assn. has been in the forefront of 
the move to get such a tax relief 
| bill passed in this session of Con- 
| gress. House bill now goes to the 
| Senate where it’s hoped it will be 
acted upon before adjournment. 





The “Top 40” listings by radio | 


bad tune can chase away more | 


on Publisher Tax 
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Tony Bennett, Actor, Fat 
. i? . . 5 J 
526 in ‘Silk Stockings 

Impact of record names in sum- 
mer stock was reflected last week 
in the socko $52,000 rackup of 
“Silk Stockings,” the Tony Bennett 
starrer, at the Starlight Theatre, 
Kansas City. Julie Wilson was 
co-starred. 

Of the eight shows which played 
the Starlight this season, “Stock- 
ings” was the third highest gross- 
jer. Liberace leads, with “The Pa- 
jama Game” second. 


Steve Sholes As 
‘Czar of Singles’ 





Steve Sholes, who takes over as 
pop artists repertoire chief for 
RCA Victor with the exit of Joe 
Carlton, is being given broad con- 


gle output. Whereas Carlton was 
a&r chief for pop singles only, a 
new post has been created for 
Sholes as manager of the single 
records a&r department. 

In this capacity, Sholes will head 





& western, specialty, rhythm & 
blues, etc. He formally steps into 
his new job Sept. 1 when Carlton 
leaves the company, but actually 
Sholes assumes control this week 
with his return to the New York 
office from his summer vacation. 
Sholes, who has been with Vic- 
| tor since 1929 as a parttime work- 
}er, was head of the c&w operation 
| for the past 12 years during which 
| time: he turned out a consistent 
| string of hits. Among the artists 
| brought into the company by 
| Sholes have been such moneymak- 
ers as Eddy Arnold, Pee Wee King, 
Hank Snow, Chet Atkins, Jim 
Reeves and, most spectacular of all, 
Elvis Presley.* Sholes’ status in the 
company booméd considerably 
when he nabbed Presley's contract 
from Sun Records for $30,000, a 








million sales enjoyed by virtually 
| all of Presley's releases. 


| Working under Sholes in the pop | 


department will be musical direc- 
| (Continued on page 48) 














RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS 


* Shooting for 


For RCA Victor 


trol over the company's whole sin-| 


up, in addition to pops, the country | 


trifling sum compared to the multi- | 
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Victor Sets Sights on $150,000,000 
As Sept.-to-Xmas Market Melon 


the $150,000,000 
September -to-Christmas _ platter 
|} market, RCA Victor unveiled its 
| biggest fall program to date in dis- 
tributor and _ retailer meetings 
across the country last week. Cam- 
paign, tagged “Best Buy of °57,” 
revolves around 31 albums (15 pops 
and 16 longhairs), most of which 
incorporate new packaging designs 
and improved recording  tech- 
niques. 

In addition to offering dealers 
special discounts and inventory 
protection through broadened ex- 
change privileges, Victor is back- 
ing up its fall program with an ex- 
tensive ad program in the national 
consumer mags and via a radio-tv 
spot campaign. According to 
W. W. Bullock, chief of the com- 
pany's album division, Victor is 
priming dealers to step up their 
volume during a _ four-month 
period when they normally do 
about 50° of their total annual 
gross. 

Victor execs are also eyeing a 
rapid buildup of the tape market. 
Dave Finn, manager of Victor's 
planning and marketing depart- 
ment, stated that the entry of the 
other majors, such as Columbia, 
| Capitol and Mercury, into the tape 
‘field, would spur this aspect of the 
| business. Whereas dealers were 
reluctant to go along before when 
| Victor was virtually carrying the 
; tape ball alone, now tapes are get- 
ting wider acceptance because 
more companies are pushing them. 
| For its fall campaign, Victor is re- 
, leasing 10 stereophonic tapes. 

‘The Sea’ Package 
| Among its merchandising inno- 
| vations, Victor is issuing a de luxe 
|package, titled “The Sea,” in 
|which the Boston Symphony per- 
forms Debussy's “La Mer” and 
Ibert's “Ports of Cail.” For the 
regular $3.98 price, album includes 


Victor Souping-Un Its 
Fall Drive in Co-on 
Hoopla With H. J. Heinz 








RCA Victor's fall sales campaign 
(see separate story) is getting a 
major promotional push via the 


company’s tie-ins with two major 
}non-show biz outfits. Ton co-op 
effort involves the H. J. Heinz & 
|Co., whose tradenjark of “F7 Varie- 
ties” has been linked up with Vic- 
|tor’s slogan of “Best Buy of 57.” 
| Other tieup involves Montgomery 
Ward, the mail order house. 

Under the Heinz deal, latter 
company will offer an RCA Victor 
LP “sampler” for $1 plus four 
soup labels. Coupons plugging 
\the Victor album will be included 
|in all advertising in a program that 
will top $500,000. The special 
sampler, which will be available 
only through the Heinz company, 
will also spotlight all the other 
|packages in the Victor release 
schedule. The sampler disk will 
also have a special inner sleeve 
promoting one RCA album, “Classi- 
cal Music for People Who Don't 
| Know Anything Abert Classical 
| Music,” at a special price of $2.98. 

Heinz expects to sell 500,000 of 
the sampler albums and this com- 
pany will pick up the tab for the 
albums costs. Heinz is devoting 
3,000 one-minute local radio spots 
jin support of the promotion while 
| Victor will plug the tie-in on net- 
| work radio and NBC's “Monitor” 
show. In addition. there will be 
window displays, floor stands and 
flyers in every major food outlet 
across the country. 

In the Montgomery Ward tie-in, 
RCA has prepared a pop 45rpm 
sampler which the mail order 
house is giving to its customers 
with each purchase of its own 
sleepwear product. The sampler 
will get display in Ward's 450 of- 
fices and will be plueved in the 
company's cata'ogs, as well as in 
newsnaner ads. Ward's radio svots 
in 565 towns will also se!l the “Best 
of "57" idea. It's exnected that 
250.000 of these samplers will be 
moved before the windup of the 
j joint promotion in December. 
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Jocks, Juk d Disk : + 
ocks, Jukes and Disks oer a : 
/ mpiled by Sam Goody’s, leading New York disk retailer 
By MIKE GROSS | = — jn rate * re refiects not only the national 
narket, nternationally), 
Andy Williams: (Cadence). “LIPS | theme delivered with an attractive Artist 
OF WINE” (Mack Martin?) is of orch and chorus setting. “TO-| . Title Label 
Hawaiian vintage with a rocking | NIGHT” (BVC*), a straight instru- | 1. Around World 80 Days Sound track Decca 
beat and gives Andy Williams an-|menta! version of the same tune 2. Frank Sinatra A Swingin’ Affair Capitol 
other surefire click, “STRAIGHT | with the chorus humming along 3. Mantovani Film Encores London 
FROM MY HEART” (Kay Thomp- | for good measure to make it a good 4. The Weavers At Carnegie Hall Vanguard 
son*) has a rhythmic beat that! deejay programming bet. 5. My Fair Lady Original Cast Columbia 
makes it an attention getter. Les Stevens: (Tiara). “TRY TO 6. Harry Belafonte Calypso RCA Victor 
Terri Stevens: (RCA _ Victor). UNDERSTAND” (FE. B. Marks*) is 7. Lena Horne At The Waldorf RCA Victor 
“UNTOUCHED HEART” (Gil*) isa pleasantly fashioned ballad that 8. Nat Cole This Is Nat King Cole Capitol 
the kind of romantie ballad that) shows off Les Stevens as a roman- 9. Ella Fitzgerald Sings Rodgers & Hart Verve 
Terri Stevens handles so well,|tic crooning potentiai. “BUSY | 10. New Girl In Town Original Cast RCA Victor 
making it a natural fot top spin-| NIGHT” (Bob Miller®*) shows that | 11. Erroll Garner Concert By The Sea Columbia 
ning play. “PIN-UP GIRL” (We'ss Stevens also can handle a rhythm 12. Three Penny Opera Original Cast MGM 
& Barry?) is a lively sug he mate- | number for good effect. 13. Fitzgerald-Armstrong Elia & Louis Verve 
rial with an ingratiating bounce. | four Haven Knights: (Josie) 14. Nat King € i ni 
‘ yo Rl ema: ; g Cole Love Is The Thing Capitol 
ey, Site Ghee uae ane “IN MY LONELY ROOM" (Moc- 15,-Edmundo Ros Rhythms of the South London 
eee be _ . very’) 18 a §& rnr concoctiotr . } i y 1, in 
(Paramount), a Billy Ward updat-| \ith’a beat and a vocal treatment | *R LANIN 16. Johnny Mathis Wonderfu!, Wonderful Columbia { 
ing wi “ing thi i : 4 LESTE v. 17. Shelly Manne My Fair Lady Contemporary 
ing, will bring this tune to the hit | that should keep the teeners jump- | : . 
lists again. “I DON’T STAND Aling “7M JUST A DREAMER”! SOCIETY'S FOREMOST DANCE 18. Polly Bergen Bergen Sings Morgan Columbia 
GHOST OF CHANCE WITH YOU” | (MacAvery?) is an average rocking, MAESTRO | 19. Mantovani Great Operatic Arias London 
(American Academy*) is another | pallad. anin’s country-wide popularity | 20. Harry Belafonte Evening With Belafonte RCA Victor 


modern tempo treatment of a stan-| pH, Spencer-Hagen Orch: (Liber- 
on ee ty). “BUBBLE BATH” (Larrabee) 
Mickey & Sylvia: (Vik). “LOVE | is 4 sprightly instrumental that 
IS A TREASURE” (Ben Ghazi‘) is | cou'd blow up into a good spinning 
slick bailad material fashioned for | jtem, “TAILSPIN” (Larabee*} 
Mickey & Syivia who are sure to| gets across some interesting musi- 
ride a long way with it. “LET'S | cai forms. . 
MAVE A PICNIC” (Ben Ghazi?) The Rockaways: (Epic). “I'M | 
has a brisk beat which the duo pro- | NOT GOING STEADY” (Jimskip*) | 
jects with enthusiasm. is a rocking item with the familiar | 
Teresa Brewer; (Coral), “BORN | bent-note treatment by Alicia. 
TO LOVE” (Planetary*) has the | “FALEROO” (Jimskip*) puts Ken | 
ballad idea and contemporary beat | Darrell in an obvious rocking blues | 
to make it 2 sure stepout side.+ item. 
“ITS THE SAME OLD JAZZ”: Bill Fontaine Orch: (RKO-Un- 


| 











| authorized 


|}up such music. 
|case, Tel-A-Tune Music Systems, 


is due to his two EPIC ALBUMS | 


(ILN-3340) (LN-3240) and the 
“My Fair Lady” medley on 45, 
DJ's coast @0 coast list him No. 1. 


Music Wins Injunction 
Vs. Tel-a-Tune Music 


Muzak Corp. Won a permanent 
injunction in New Jersey Federal 
Court this week against the un- 
use of its broadcast 
music service by a supplier of 
special equipment designed to pick 
Defendant in the 








Album Reviews 





Peggy Lee: “The Man I Love” 
(Capitol). This package is a colla- 
boration among. Peggy Lee, Frank 
Sinatra and Nelson Riddle. And 
the trio has worked it into a me- 
lodic ‘treat. Miss Lee is in rare 
vocal form with her warm and in- 
viting style and Sinatra batons the 
orch in a manner that brings out 
Riddle’s tasty arrangements. The 
repertoire, too, is standout. Among 


Best Bets also had a $1,000 judgment entered | the best are “The Folks Who Live 
against it. On The Hill,” a 
; + “My Heart St till.” 
ANDY WILLIAMS ................... ...+... LIPS OF WINE According to the complaint, the ger is 28 7 elk: “The  Werld’s 
Ce ees | Pelee ET ee Straight From My Heart escapee ae es on Finest Music” (Coral). This time 
y g chansky, ha . 

TERRI STEVENS ..... hsdediciagosen UNTOUCHED HEART | installed radio receivers in various |Ut, Lawrence Welk has sur- 
(RCA Micha). .c. sss cbiccaet Te eee Pin-Up Girl commercial locations that were |Tounded himself with a symphony- 
re style sound to work over lush items 
BILLY WARD & DOMINOES 9 SHOE yl Sst TO EACH HiS OWN designed to pick up the Muzak as “Clair de Lune,” “Moon Lave,” 
(BOCHET s. Ue UN PN sete I Don't Stand A Ghost Of A Chance pono J ——s by ar = :. “On The Isle of May” and the like. 
special beep device that Knocks / [t's a rich-sounding set and the 
ar ee ne ° ae - a a out the commercials. Muzak | Welk name. still carries enough 
(Vik e= 0,019 aes bh 6 COS OS ORNS 040.0 0 0 ° ets rave tcenic charged that Tel-A-Tune “untaw- marquee magic to give the album 

TRE Wee 6 Ebi oes ae wee devecdocs BORN TO LOVE fully appropriated the financial | a good commercial whirl. 
(COMME oid 52s SE reaver ces ody edn It's The Same Old Jazz benefits of Muzak’s 20 years of Fred Waring: “Fred Waring and 
research, experimentation and ex- | the Pennsylvanians In Hi-Fi” (Cap- 


—— 











(Porgie?) puts Teresa Brewer in a ique), “ROMANCE IS A SILKEN 
familiar hot vocal groeve. | AFFAIR” a is an average 
Jodie Sands: (Chancellor). “SAY- | instrumenta 
ONARA” (Debmar*) nas an Orient- | SILKEN \] 
al melodic theme with a persuasive | MAKES IT. TICK” (Rosebud*) has 
vocal. “IF YOU'RE NOT COM- Some light instrumental figures 
PLETELY SATISFIED” (Debmar*)| Chet Cory: (Arc). “MISTER 
is a slow but pleasing ballad. | DEE-JAY” (Arco*) is par for the 


penditures in the development and 
promotion of its own background 
music service. Tel-A-Tune also 


programs as a further protection 
for the company. 


itol). Fred Waring, a recent lam- 
mister from the Decca stable, is 
off to a fine start for the Capitol 


from the pic,“THE was enjoined from using the outfit. The orch and choral treat- 
AFFAR.” “WHAT Muzak-owned copyrighted music | ™ment carries the —- vo 
which is included in the Muzak |>rand in a workover of melodic 


favorites that cover the musical 
ground of spirituals, pops and even 
the patriotic. 
seller. 


Steve Allen: (Coral). “YOU | rockin’ course in content and deliv- | - t Orch: “Bread, Love 
GOTTA HAVE SOMETHING IN/ery. “WITHOUT YOU" (Dau- N.Y.’s Jazz Cit Ee eee eileen, Still 
THE BANK, FRANK” (Reis*) is a| phint) is an okay ballad entry | ‘sit y tops in the Latino field, Xavier 


cute novelty that gets driven home | which should win some friends for 

by Allen, a honky-tonk piano and a | Chet Cory. 

shrieking femme chorus. “THE| Garry Wells (Arwin): “THE 

DISC JOCKEY’S THEME SONG” | CARLESS. YEARS” (Daywin*), 

(Rosemeadow*) is an okay spoof cf | title song of the UA pic which has 

the deejays. | been getting wide coverage on wax, 
Big Al Sears: (Jubilee). “A- gets a good straight rendition by 

ROUND THE WORLD” (Young*)! Garry Wells. “NOT MINE” (Art- 

is a rocking conception of the hit) ists*) is an uptempo number not 

instrumental which will find plenty | suited to Wells’ pipes. 

of new fans *FASCINATION” | ——_—. 

(Southern”) finds the Sears beat 


; 1 ¥ Bmi. 
also giving this lush instrumental 


* Ascap. 


Latest entry in New York’s mu- 
sic room kick is Jazz City, which 
teed off last night (Tues.) on 
Gluckstern’s West 49th St. site. 

Opening bill was the Jazz City 
Octet featuring Ruby Braff and 
Pee Wee Russell, with the Don El- 
liott Quartet alternating. Room’s 


Cugat has another delightful chile 
concoction in this new package 
that gets in cha-cha-cha, calypso 
and guaracha mambo licks. Pepito 
Arvelo helps with vocals on the 
title song, “Very Very Satisfied” 
and “The Banana Boat Song,” 
among others. Abbe Lane. (Mrs. 





lineup for the fall season includes 
Erroll Garner, Gene Krupa and the 


' 
‘George Shearing Quintet. | His 


Cugat) is well represented on the 
album cover. 

Bernie Wayne Orch: ‘“‘A Man and 
Music” (ABC - Paramount). 





a new dimension. | 
Richard Hayman: (Mercury). “MY 


win Rete Soi LaRTETY 1) Best Sellers on Coin Machines........... 


harmonica work featured on an | 
impressive instrumental sometimes | 
known as “Autumn Concerto.” | 





Should be a strong | 


Bernie Wayne covers a lot of ter- 
ritory in this set. He's the com- 
peser, the orch leader and the 
piano soloist. Although it’s an all- 
Wayne program, he's got enough 
variety in his compositions to 
sustain interest throughout. A 
concerto piece, “Blues On The 
Rocks,” is worth special attention. 

Marcy Lutes: “Debut” (Decca). 
Latest entry in the disk rash of 
femme jazz chirpers is Marcy 
Lutes. She makes a strong impresh 
on her first outing which showcases 
a jazz feel that blends the hot and 
cool schools. She works over such 
nifties as “Prelude to a Kiss,” 
“Cheek te Cheek” and “Trav'lin 
Light” in a way that leaves its 
mark. 

Carol Stevens: “That Satin Doll” 
(Atlantic). This is a jazz set that 
tries something different and suc- 
ceeds. Of the dozen numbers 
grooved, Carol Stevens uses her 
voice as an instrument in six of 
‘em. And the voice is strong and 
rich enough to carry it off. She's 
no slouch when sghe_ verbalizes, 
either. Phil Moore’s music helps 
as does the fine tune selection. 

Robert Stolz Orch: “The Vienna 
of Robert Stolz” (Epic). Robert 
Stolz’s three-quarter time supplies 
a full-time pleasure in this packag- 
ing of Viennese melodies con- 
ducted by the composer. The 
music and interpretation have the 
lilt and the whirl that typify the 
charm and romance of the waltz. 

Jackie Gleason: “Velvet Brass” 
(Capitol). This is another attempt 
by maestro Jackie Gleason to 
deliver a new orch sound concept. 
In previous packages, Gleason 
highlighted flutes (“Night Winds”) 
and mandolins, cellos and guitars 





(“Lonesome Echo”), and now he’s 


| featuring trombones, trumpets and 


French horn effectively comple- 
mented by Toots Mondello’s alto 
sax work. It’s an ear-arresting con- 
cept and should do as well in the 
cormmercial market as his preced- 
ing bestsellers. 

Valentino: “Prelude To A Kiss” 
(ABC-Paramount). This is Italian 
maestro Valentino’s salute to 
American composer Duke Elling- 
ton. The roundup of Ellingtonia is 


| etched with care and understand- 
jing. Package is a standout bet for 


the mood music fans. 

“Phil Silvers and Swinging 
Brass” (Columbia). This is a solid 
musical set using various Army 
bugle calls as the basis for instru- 
mentals: by Nelson Riddle and 

layed by a crackerjack big band 
in the best swing style. Phil Silvers, 
who plays the “Sgt. Bilko” role on 
tv, gets top billing in this collec- 
tion for no particular reason except 
that it’s probably a good merchan- 
dising peg. The music, however, is 
the main thing and it’s standout. 

Gros. 


° . ¢ > 
Vincent Price & ‘Prophet 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

_ Negotiations for a modern-da 

literary classic apparently wil 

determine whether Vincent Price 








“FUNICULI, FUNICULA” (Judy*)| 3 1. GONNA SIT RIGHT DOWN (8) ...........2..0000s sseeeeses Billy Williams ......... - Coral 
ee Italian melody in verte eee cu sseee Elvif Presley ..... vs. .Vietor 
Oscar Peterson: (Verve). “WHY, 3. IT’S NOT FOR ME TO SAY (5) ........cecec * Mathi: lumbi 
OH WHY” (Globarry*) is a blues DF sccegsccnwostesscceveenee oe nae athis ...... Columbia 
item that fits Oscar Peterson's | OF es. 5.5.) caohite one { Debbie Reynolds......... Coral 
vocal style. _* ete A Pe et! EPS RON > eee ee te ee o's, ENO. 60% 063 » sieves. CANO 

YOUR ARMS” (Empress*) has a/| 5. LOVE L : . 
romantic touch and Peterson warms ETTERS IN THE SAND (13) ....... Seen eeeeenes -- Pat Boone ..... obensseee Dot 
it up neatly. eH nosed | 6. BYE, BYE, LOVE (6) ...... 0... .cccccces 98694650 ies bees «ee Everly Bros. .....+....Cadence 

Jana Lund: (Liberty). - ' 

NY. THE DREAMER™ iJoy*) ‘sb Pe ES , .. cs ot ae beeen eee oe Pekan con Mae Of ee he Kapp 
moody ballad that shows off new- . . . D Rondo ......ee...Jdubilee 
rey dene Lad aoc drainatic|> & WITH SILVER SANDS (5) ..... vidsaels beanie vbuwks TE hy “othe 
stylist. “WISHING WELL” (Lan- | a 5 en re oar aan cht: 
tern®) ts a fair ballad with a breath- | ee COP cas covscuascoeen Coe cccccesses cocccccesoce Billy Ward ...cwseveee: Liberty 
less approach that attracts listeners.| 2 19, DIAN: ) ' 

Jay Raye Oreh: (Evie). “THE | i ae eee greet eesenereseseeenewseseeeseneseaees eee ABC-Par. 
RITZ ROLL AND ROCK” (Buxton | * 

Hill*) is only interesting because 

it's a Co'e Porter attempt at rock Second Croup 

‘n’ roll for the film “Silk Stock- 

ings.” “ANN’S THEME” (Tasan*) Pee OS OU TS MS iiinere os saute odode eeeeghee sh ieauiel ee Dot 
makes for easy listening. 

Carole Bennett: (Hilton). “HE'S Sp UU IOE i, . 5... hus ten idocebercstc then . te te « Pattt Page ......++....Mercury 
COMING HOME” (Jimskipt) has|$ SHANGRI-LA |... o.oo... ccc. cece cccccclecccceecceece ree. .: ere bees s 1 ple 
enough beet and vocal bounce to re #108 : 
attract disk and juke attention. SHORT, FAT FANNY ......0¢..0.; Qs rseecgbeduies : ° «» Larry Williams........ Specialty 
Cons Ea tt reo t ve THAT'LL BE THE DAY .. ..5......00..-cececesaceeses éss ced tw. GRRMIMEO-*. 06g Bex .+. -Brunswick 

arole enre a cnance to hi 
some big notes in the rocking Se i aali s B  n R eci y a o « JGtty Lae Lewis ose s:: Atco 
vag Wanderers: (Kapp). “SIGHT- t SO RARE ...... rilivs o accs wha d¥aen rok eee »seee Jimmy Dorsey ....... Fraternity 
SEEENG” (Dorsey Bros.*) is a lilt-| 3 fe a SE: a a ones ae oe IC ST) Bearer” Tony Bennett ........ Columbia 
ng piece which gets the Wanderers : ; 
to hum along in a gay canemie Co ee re re ee ee Jill Corey ..... Reo sien Columbia 
“BEAUTIFUL WEEKEND” (Ro-| Ry ee Verve seus cues vues ets vewladvesnneguie et en eee pi ONO 6.6 ccc OC ae oes. AtCO 
sandet) will have trouble etting |S 
Startec 7 i } indi 

Hich-ch Wlewbes Mee Whee 3 \Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10) 
“TONIGHT” (BVC*), a romantic | FHEHHHHHEFHFOFHSESEFFESEFEES OSHS EHEEEESEFEFEEFEEEOEOFOF4 646 6464666664644646446664 


makes his disk debut shortly as 
a singer or narrator. 

Deal are in the works for re- 
'cording rights to “The Prophet,” 
; tome by Khalil Gibran which has 
| become increasingly popular in the 
last few years, If Vik Records 
swings the deal, Price will cut an 
album of passages from the philo- 
sophical volume, for early release. 

Meanwhile, Price is readying a 
singing album which he may cut 
independently and then peddle to 
one of the majors if the “Prophet” 
deal falls through. 
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Diskers Diversifying 





Polly Bergen Sets Up Publishing Co., Belafonte 


Turns Pic Producer 











The diskers are continuing to 
spread out into allied fields, Polly 
Bergen is going into the music 
publishing business and Harry Bel- 
afonte is launching his own pic 
company. 

Belafonte has formed Harbel 
Productions with Edward Rissien 
as veepee, Already set for produc- 
tion early next year is a film ver- 
sion of the folk singer’s current 
hit concert tour, “An Evening With 
Belafonte.” It'll be filmed in color 
and distributed for art house re- 
lease. Some of the properties now 
under consideration by Harbel are | 
“The Life of Alexander Pushkin,” 
“The Brothers,” a Civil War story, 
and “The Maccabees.” 

Miss Bergen has gone into the 





tom rugs. 
Fred Fields, Music Corp. of Amer-| 
ica veepee and husband of Miss} 
Bergen. 

Film will be known as Kam| 
Music. Initial tune in the cata-| 
log is “Where's the Boy I Saved 
for a Rainy Day” by Bo Berge- 
son and the late John Rox. Tune} 
is set for Miss Bergen’s upcoming | 
Columbia album. 





Otto Harbach 85 


Otto Harbach, dean of Amer- 
ican librettists and past pres- 
ident of ASCAP, celebrated his 
85th birthday Sunday (18) at 
his home in Mamaroneck, N.Y: 

Among the guests at the 
birthday celebration were Paul 
Cunningham, present ASCAP 
prexy; Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 
Adams (Cunningham's prede- 
cessor as prexy), Dana Suesse, 
Irving Caesar and May Singhi 
Breen, 


Dana Records Sets Up 





Album Incentive Plan 


Dana Records, indie label par- 
music publishing business with Ed- | ee xp Pimps — 
ward Fields; manufacturer of cus-| ~~, oo : 

Latter is the brother of | °™™'S fall album sweeps with a spe 

pone hy | cial purchasing incentive plan. The 
Dana plan, which runs through Oct. 

31, offers dealers one cuffo album | 
pur- 


for every seven packages 
chased. 


Diskery’s current catalog con-| 











LAWRENCE WELK 


And His CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
3rd Consecutive Year 
Dodge Dancing Party 


ABC-TV—Sat. 9-10 P.M., E.S.T. 
For Dodge Dealers of America 
Top Tunes and New Talent 
ABC-TV Mon. 9:30-10:30 pm, E.S,T. 


Dodge and Plymouth 
Coral Records 
Thesaurus Transcriptions 
oe 


Liberty’s Fall LP Push 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
The fall merchandising program 





sists of 40 LP’s. Six additional al-| for Liberty Records goes into effect 


cluded in the fall program. 


| bums. slated for release, will be in-| Within the next two months with 


26 new Ip albums going into re- 


Dana, meantime, is shifting its , ese. 


h.q. from East Newark, N. J., to the 
| Jay-Gee main offices in New York.! opportunity to receive free Ip al- 

Buddy Morrow orch opens at Subsid lines in the Jay-Gee setup, bums with minimum order of 10 | exited the firm last week. Shulman | 
New York’s Hotel. Statler Sept. 6 | include Jubilee, Josie, Port, Winley | numbers out of the 13 new releases | previously had been 


j} and Blue Chip: with the ABC-Paramount label. 











Record dealers will be given the 





‘Jazz Under The Stars’ Booking Policy 
Unfair To Regular Jive Spots: Gordon 


+ “Jazz Under the Stars,” outdoor 


bash which returns to New York's 
MGM RECORDS KNEADS | Central Park next Monday (26), is 
| Stirring up a tempest among Got- 
FIFTH ‘BAKER’S DOZEN’. ham’s jazz club operators. Among 
those sounding off is Max Gordon, 
MGM Records’ fall pitch con-' who recently switched his Village 
tinues its “Baker's Dozen" program | Vanguard to an all-jazz policy. 
launched in September, 1955. The! Gordon claims that the park op- 
plan gives distributors 13 for every | eration is definitely in competition 
12 LP’s and/or EP's purchased. | with private enterprise on a com- 
The fall plan is the diskery’s fifth | pletely unfair level. “(Top at the 
“Baker's Dozen” campaign, | park is $3.45.) Gordon adds, “It’s 
The current fall eampaign, which | like a blotter that is soaking up all 
winds up Sept. 30, features albums | the jazz interest in the city to the 
by David Rose, the Ray Charles | detriment of impresarios like my- 
Singers, LeRoy Holmes, Sam (The | Self as well as the artists who are 
Man) Taylor, Hank Williams, Larry | exhausting their public.” He  d- 
Clinton, Robert Maxwell, Skinnay | mits that the Vanguard businéss, 
Ennis, the Montmartre Players, and | especially when the Modern Jazz 
the Guy La Salle orch. Quartet was doubling between his 
For special disk jockey promo- | $P0t and Central Park a few weeks 


; |. < | 480, felt the impact of “Jazz Un- 
ne at Si cach. = The deejay |der the Stars” and this he feels is 


ackages will be stamped™‘Not For| #!! to the bad.” 
~~ Pocmetiensl-Siee Only.” | Gordon believes that the city, 
Dealer co-op mats are being made | which gets a good percentage of 
available to the distribs for local | ‘he Park's boxoffice take, should be 
newspaper use and the distribs will | ™#°° to be responsible for what 
also earmark their 2% advertising oes . = its arema and net — 
fund for extra promotion on the edhe private enterprise that 
fall push. as “a tough enough time anyway, 
| what with the 20% tax and all the 
{other restrictions.” He says that 
jazz should be left in the natural 
Moe Shulman has been added to , atmosphere of the night clubs. 
the staff of Tico Records to handle | Another test in the competitive 
promotion, | battle between club and park en- 
He replaces Paul Shorten who |tertainment, latter produced by 
Michael Grace, comes up this week 
associated | With the booking of Chris Connor 
;and Slim Gaillard into the Van- 








Shulman Joins Tico 





{each month. 


































































































































































































for a 13-week stay. 
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wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title z <iEFi£2JEISiz¥9la 6 SIEIZ IOs Als! 8 a Nog a. fnew 
DEBBIE REYNOLDS (Coral) + gg areal a 
ca Perera eres 3.3 1 8 7 53 SS Fe 6 © _3 160 livits Sees. icing  euesten 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) |Carmen McRae, Horace Silver 
2 D  . Fo Fale ds 55 0c 0 00 040 a0Ko shes 1 » 9 rea a: 2 es 2 76 | Quintet and Ruby Braff’s Five, On 
PAT BOONE (Dot) | Saturday, performers will be Billie 
3 3 Leve Letters in the Sand............. 2 S 1 2 ia 3 5.84 &@ | Holiday, Dizzy Gillespie's orch, 
BILLY WILLIAMS (Coral) ~ __ 4 | Gerry Mulligan’s Quartet, Johnny 
~ 4 Gonna Sit Right Down................- 5 5.8 @ 3 #5 2 2 38 68 bw amg : oreh, Randy Weston 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) | Quintet. Bud Ms a the 4 io 
5 5 __ It's Not For Me to Say................ 1 68 a a i. 5_8 .. 511i Pour Fresh men edd Robie Mocs 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol) Jet's Sextet. Tickets are scaled te 
oe Bl SP ris. t 7: @ 7 10 2 3 0 10 50 | a $4.50 top. 
EVERLY BROS, (Cadence) Mayor Robert F. Wagner gave 
7 © | a iin od 0.00 sins be dedisenss 7 3 4 4 5 es, 46 || official blessing to the Randall's 
CRICKETS (Brunswick) s Island affair by proclaiming @ 
8 13 That'll Be the Day.................-. -. 7 2 8 1 1 2... .. 10 45 §) “Jace Festival Week” from Aug. 
PAUL ANKA (ABC-Par) Sede wl pn Boge dg Bee. 
9 >See eee...» Med canncaneen ai EP 4, ia te eee ee 2 1 4 41 re Square nameplate to “Jaz 
LARRY WILLIAMS (Specialty) : 
10 12 0 Pe Pere Ww 5 5 68 Se ae | Ss 38 
MANTOVANI (London) ot . 
1: @ : Tian __«_.. ss} SPA’S MIRIAM STERN 
VICTOR YOUNG (Decca) . ae 
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JERRY LEE LEWIS Sun) ————- J \is sailing to Europe, Saturday (24) 
13B 23 Whole Let of Shaking.......:......... .. 9 f . 4 3 , oe eS oe ee 
JIMMY RODGERS (Roulette) ibe with Erie Maschwitz, head of 
1S — 9B - TRO OOND one ccices cosa ccccccccenns . 2 6 = . b 3 22] | the Songwriters of Great Britain. 
COASTERS (Atco) Miss Stern will also visit France 
82 MN eer 6 8 8 ee 7 5 21 jjand Italy to meet several foreign 
BILLY WARD (Liberty) writers who are also members of 
2 UT eae eee a 6 u 5 " 7 7 21 |, SPA in this country. She's due 
JIMMY DORSEY (Fraternity) back Oct. 9. 
200, 30 GO BPG. db osics---> gcde sd tpt we neee je. bs 7: <- 9. 10 7 19 
AMES BROS. (Victor) . 
18B 19 aan tind Sino a Sith é We Madge ob bavv cans Se 6s ee . z= a” SL 1 3 19 George Kling Tapped 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) For Special Col Post 
20 14 Old Cape Cod............ Sia cespaas afin dt mite: 8g ; . 6 9 17 George A. Kling has been set as 
DON RONDO (Jubilee) regional merchandise manager in 
21 25 White Silver Sand.................. ee . 8 5 4 16 || Special markets at Columbia Ree- 
DELLA REESE (Jubilee) jords, It's a post newly created by 
224 And That Reminds Me........... ch Pet tere : : 16 Be mania, a 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) pay eo nee olin name) — ' 
22B Wonderful, Wonderful.............. oe 6 a 10 P ‘ 14 yd. out oe en ee 
BING CROSBY (Decca) |eral Foods Corp. His duties at Col 
a RA FEE ee eer SS. bat abe she 11 ]| will consist of sales and pro 
FOUR COINS (Epic) - jwith rack service distributors. 
24B 21 Shangri-La eee eee ee eee ee ee ee 7 * - 4 *e *e °e * ee se *. ** ** ** ** ** 7 ** “* ll ade headquarter in Hartford, 
ae | Conn, 
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READY TO SET THE CHARTS ON FIRE! 









f*s EARTHA KITT WITH HUGO WINTERHALTER ORCHESTRA AND CHORUS 
me sake My Love, Take My Love ... Yomme, Yorimie 4:20.70: 











Gotta Have Something In The Bank Frank .,. Come On Down 


45/20-7006 


TERRI STEVENS WITH HUGO WINTERHALTER iemtaiaian 
Untouched Heart c/w Pin-Up Girl 47/20-7014 
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America’s favorite speed... © 45 RPM ® RCA VICTOR 


Now on NBC-TV inaty Monday 7:30-7:45 pm (EDT “Million Record Show,” starring Georgia Gibbs! => 
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taste. In catering to the listening 
preferences of 17,000,000 people, 
WJR does not emphasize any one 
type of music. No more thap we 
could allow any one person to se- 
lect the music for all of our lis- 
teners. 
‘Music That Endures’ 

“SLive’ music on WJR consists 
of a pre-tested selection of cur- 
rent hits, old favorites, classical, 
semi-classical and choral music. 
WJR does not sneer at any type of 
music. It has its record shows, too. 
But, and here’s the big difference, 
our music emcees play a varied pro- 
gram fare with the main emphasis 
on music that endures rather than 
the so-called top ten. 

“WJR’s recorded musical pro- 
grams include popular songs, old 
favorites, western and folk songs, 
religious music and band music, as 
well as the latest hits. However, 
WJR {Is not in the record promotion 
business. It is in the business gf 
satisfying the listening preferences 
of people at every social, economic, 
age and educational level. This has 
been our sole aim for 35 years. 
Proof of our success is the fact that 
more people listen to WJR than to 
any of the other 196 radio stations 
heard in the Detroit-Great Lakes 
area,” 








= 
M-G 
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by MGM Records while the publi-| 
cation will be through the Big 
Three (Robbins, Feist & Miller) the | 
studio's pub subsidiary. In addition, | 
Green has begun working on a sym- |} 
phonic suite based on the score! 
which will be made available for | 
concert presentation. | 

As part of its exploitation of the | 
music as an integral part of the 
“bigness” of “Raintree County,” | 
Metro is issuing special instructions | 
to theatre managers covering the 
roadshow presentation of the film. 
Overture will be heard in a dark- 
ened theatre before the curtains 
open. At the conclusion of the over- | 
ture, when the curtains part and 
the main title credits come on the 
screen, the score picks up with 
Cole singing the title theme and/| 
then segues into the score itself. | 
Film will be shown with an inter- | 
mission, and Green has written a| 
special entr’acte as a prelude to} 
the second half of the show. 
Basically, the overture revolves 
around the “Never Till Now”| 
theme while the entr'acte is based 
on the title theme. | 
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wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title zie|& AiSC|zi#ié4 el<lSie16 a|s|\a| s 
AROUND THE WORLD (Decca) 
1 __1 Soundtrack (DL 9046) .............-.--- tf 34 -2:°1. 2S 2 8 Es ee ee, ee 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol) ~ 
2 2 Love Is the Thing (W-824) ...........-+- 2 6 3 3 § A eee 4 eo 4 8:2 31 
~~ ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) 
3 oo 5 _ Loving You (LPM 1515)......-...+.++5+-- oo... § S 23 5 f-.4 43 3 4 99 10 104 
~ FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) — 
4 3 Swinging Affair \W 803)................. 3 2 4 8 S 6 £3 s.) ee 3 ie De 97 
~~" MY FAIR LADY (Columbia) = 
5 4 Original Cast (CL 5090) yah. pdtv S- 9% 8 3 2-6 8 8 7 2 ee See 
Ss MANTOVANI (London) esi 
6 7 Film Encores (LL 1700) ...........--- ee Sie 8 B.S Se 5 5 714 
~~ KING & I (Capitol) 
7A 6 Sound Track ‘T-740) .. pos verseceers 9 ee, 8 6 10 8 6 35 
; LESTER LANIN ORCH. (Epic) 
7B 10 Dance to Music of (LN 334C)........-.-.- + a oe ; 5 6 35 
~ ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) 
9 8 Fabulous Fifties (KXL 5000). ...ccccceces 8 ; - 10 9 : 7 6 1 10 | a 7 34 
~~ ‘PEN7JESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) cis 
10 16  Spirituals (T-818) Naika wa dos tedicen 7 8 4 10 8 6 10 24 
~ ‘TENNESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) i? 
11A 19 Hymns T-756) ee ee 4 10 7 9 : 21 
~ JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) 
11B 14 Wonderful, Wonderful (CL 1028) i Sra eee 6 4 2 21 
“OKLAHOMA (Capitol) 
13 12 Sound Track (SA 0595)... . 9 4 5 18 
POLLY BERGEN (Columbia) 
14 9 , Bergen Sings Morgan (CL 994 7 8 3 6 17 
HARRY BELAFONTE (Victor) 
15 21 Evening Belafonte (LPM 1047) ai os oe. we 3 5 14 
~ JULIE LONDON (Liberty) 
16 22 About the Blues (LPM 3043) 7 10 4 10 13 
MARTIN DENNY (Liberty) ex 
17 .: Exotica (LRP 3034 can ‘ 7 4 il 
~ EDDY DUCHIN STORY (Decca) 
18 11 Sound Track (DL 8289 ae Servvoan ee! ee oe ee 6 9 10 
~ FRED WARING (Capitol) ; 
19 15 Waring in Hi-Fi (W 845). ._ —_ 2 
~ JACKIE GLEASON (Capitol) 
20A 7 Velvet Brass (W 859) sa eeesevecvece ies 7 7 ® 8 
~ ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) 
20B_.. Almost Paradise ) ‘ : +e 95 40 9% $.¢ .. 8 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY & HI-LO’S (Col) 
20C 21 Ring Around Rosie (CL 1006)... = oe 3 8 
r ~ LES ELGART (Columbia) 
23 For Dancers Only (CL 803)... 6 awe 8 8 - _ 
wa HARRY BELAFONTE (Victor) 
24 20 Calypso (LPM 1248 7 10 = oe a od ; 5 
~ NAT KING COLE (Capitol) ~ 10 9 3 
25 This Is Nat King Cole (T 870) 





| free music for its Thursday 
| “Night 
















































































VEGAS TOOTER UNION 


PAYING FOR BENEFIT 


Las Vegas, Aug. 20 
The Las Vegas Musicians’ Union, 
Local 369, AFM, took an unpre 
cedented step this week. For the 
first time, the union itself is pay- 
ing for a band to play a benefit 
The local Variety Tent requested 
(99) 
of Stars,” but the union 
was forced to deny the request be 
cause of its “no benefit” law 
According to Roy Hamerslag, the 
union's business agent, the union 
members felt that this show biz 
project benefits all members, and 
the money raised goes to under- 
privileged Las Vegas children—so 
they decided that as their donation 
they would pay for a 15-piece band 


| to play the gigantic show at Cash- 


man Field which will parade every 


| headliner appearing on the ‘Strip. 


The actual gost to the local runs 
about $555 which represents the 
union’s income from the 1° work 
tax imposed upon its members for 
a two-week period. 
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listeners than a top half-hour show 
can gain.” Hence, it now becomes 
safer for the jocks to stick close 
to the hits and nobody will fault 
them for “chasing away” listeners. | 

The disk end of the music busi- 
ness isn’t too happy with the 
“Top 40” epidemic. Mitch Miller, 
Columbia Records’ artists 
repertoire chief, said the lists have 
turned radio stations into “auto- 
{mated disk jockeys.” 
a handful of top jockeys who are 


judgment, the stations have lost 
their personalities. Miller sounded 


Harry 


| juvenile 


gle disks. 
| population 
Except for | Myerson asked, “who want to list- 
d ( en to a more adult brand of music 
|permitted to exercise their own| which is not reflected adequately 
| in most ‘Top 40’ lists?” 


a Top 40-Boon Or Bane ? 


Continued from page 43 


which has about another year to 
run, 


4 BIG RECORDS 








MGM's 


of adult 


whatever he releases without re- 
gard for any so-called “hit list” 
which, in so many cases, turns out 
‘to be inaccurate anyway. 
Meyerson, 
chief, said the “Top 40” lists are | 
gearing the radio stations to the 
population only 
and | they are the ones that buy the sin- 
“What about the vast * Sorah V ' Mer 
motorists,” 
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off at a dinner given for music biz 
execs by WMCA last week. 

The “Top 40” listings also have | 
made it tough for new songs to get | 
showcasing since there’s a tend- | 
ency for the hits to perpetuate | 
themselves. The stations play only 
what's selling, but what sells are | 
only those. disks getting disk 
jockey plays. One exec called it 
a vicious circle in which everyone 
is abdicating responsibility. 
| Dave Kapp, head of Kapp Rec- 


| ords, blasted the “Top 40” listings | the Coast, 
|as the easy way out. He said the / In exiting his post after a four- © CYRIL STAPLETON (London) 
| disk companies put their judgment | year stay with Victor, Carlton MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


|and theiy money on the line every 
|time they go into a_ recording 
studio. The least the radio stations 
can do is exercise some judgment 


leases rather than rely on surveys 
of retail stores 

| Miit Gabler, Decca’s artists & 
repertoire chief, said, “Let's get 
rid of all the lists.” 





tors Hugo Winterhalter and Joe 
Reisman in the po 
Brad McCuen, Chic 
| and John Comacho in the c&w and 
specialty departments; Chet Atkins, 
|c&w chief for Victor's Nashville 
| Office; and Dick*Pierce, who man- 
|} ages Victor’s single a&r work on | 


Sholes 


Continued from page 43 


Carlton stated 


department; 
Crumpacker 


| stated that “his relationship with 
the company always has been one 
| of the most pleasant in my experi- 
: ence, but I am giving consideration 
in choosing among the new re-| to the advice that I should broaden 
}my creative, professional and ex- 
| ecutive interests.” 
| that his exit from the company by 
| Sept. 1 will depend on the outcome 
He said that | of talks now being held with the | 


‘he’s ready to take his chances on ' company, referring to his contract 


COMING UP... 
FROM THE PEN OF 


LEROY ANDERSON 


His Next Big One 


FORGOTTEN 
DREANS 


© LEROY ANDERSON (Decca) 

















SONGS WANTED 
National ® Co. seeks unpub 
lished new material of all types tor 
full exploitation. Only fully profes- 
sional lead sheets will be seviewed. 
| WRITE P.O. BOX 44896 
LOS ANGELES 44, CALIF. 
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Johnnie Ray on Presley: 


Giving Record Industry | 
Greatest Shot-m-the-Arm 


By HAZEL GUILD 
Frankfurt, Aug. 20. 

Johnnie Ray, currently here as: 
part of his around-the-world half- | 
million-dollar singing tour, feels El- 
vis Presley is the greatest shot-in- 
the-arm the record industry has 
had in a generation. 

“I'm inclined to sympathize with 
Presley in the controversy he’s 
stirred up. He's accused of incit- 
ing juvenile delinquents. That’s 
ridiculous. You can't tie a delin- 
quent kid to a hit record by Pres- 
ley Charges against him are un- 
founded, unfair, bigoted. 

“People resent his success. He'll 
be around a lot longer than most 
of them think. And his records 
have stimulated a _ controversy 
that’s helped the whole record in- 
dustry—we have Elvis to thank.” 

Does he think Presley is an imi- 
tator of Ray’s own tortured twist- 
ing singing style? 

“A lot of people ask that. He 
might have been influenced, but | 
then, every performer has a lot of} 
influences. I was influenced .by 
Kay Starr and Billie Holiday. You | 
could say Bing Crosby was infiu- | 
enced by Russ Columbo and Perry 
Como was influenced by Crosby. 
There’s nothing new, only a new! 
way of dofhg it.” 

He feels every American enter- 
tainer should make a regular Euro- | 
pean tour to get the feel of the 
audiences away from home. j 

“Europeans are still the best au-| 
dience in the world. They haven't 
been overexposed to talent the way 
Americans are. With tv, radio, 
vaudeville, free appearances at 
movies, Americans are so saturated 
with talent they take everything 
for granted. Here, you get the feel | 
of the people again.” | 

Audience reactions vary from | 
country to. country, he finds. “In| 
Paris, if they like you, they bang | 
on the table. In Germany, they | 
applaud, in England, they scream.” 

Ray has picked up some unusual | 
bookings in his round-the-world | 
tour. Here in Frankfurt he ap-' 
peared in a special concert at the | 
International Radio and tv Fair, | 
personally paid by Philips Rec- | 
ords. He’s also making free appear- | 
ances in France and Germany for 
the servicemen. 








A “HIGHLIGHT” 
For Every Program 
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NIGHT 


LEO FEIST, | 
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Music Sales Debuts 
‘Do-It-Yourself’ Rack 
For Department Stores 


Potential for a large expansion 
of disk and sheet music outlets tn 
medium-sized department stores is 
seen in the introduction last week 
of a complete rack setup by Musie 
4 Sales. Latter outfit, which oper- 








Coin Machines _ Retail Disks 








Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


ates some 60 music concessions in 
|department stores, is expanding 
into the rack-jobbing field via a 
new display unit which virtually 
works by itself without requiring 
‘any special sales help. 
The rack unit, a 
— - ---——") half-foot-long counter, contains the 


seven-and-a- 





























NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


top hits in sheet music, pop disks 
and albums plus accessories such 
as phono needles, cleaners, ete. 
Music Sales, which expects to have 
1,000 stores using the unit, is sup- 
plying the outlets all merchandise 
on a guaranteed sales basis. Re- 
ordering of the piatters and sheet 
music is done automatically via in- 

















Inside Stufl—Music 


The ASCAP songwriters’ suit against Broadcast Music Inc. and the 
major networks has sparked another story on the music business for 
the general consumer press. Latest analysis of the issues has been made 
by David Dachs for syndication by the North American Newspaper 
Alliance. It’s being released this weekend. Dachs has named his five- 
part serial “Thunder over Tin Pan Alley.” The author, incidentally, is 
a former script writer for BMI, having worked in the N.Y. office in 
1954-55. 








JANE MORGAN 
Instrumental 
THE TROUBADORS @ 
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Rev. Billy Graham doesn’t have any axes to grind in the dispute 
between the ASCAP songwriters and Broadcast Music Inc. Graham 
was initially drawn into the hassle when he praised BMI as “a haven 
for religious music writers. In order to establish his neutrality, Graham 
amplified his statement at a recent Overseas Press Club luncheon in 
N.Y. as follows: “I have just learned that there are several other 
music publishing groups serving hymn writers and I sincerely congrat- 
ulate them all and deeply appreciate their contribution to religious 
music.” 
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cal Music for People Who Don't 
Know Anything About Classical 


RCA Victor , 
Music,” and selections by Johann 


=== Continued from page 43 SS cirauss Jr. played by the Boston 
an elaborate sea photo album plus | Pops Orchestra under she na aor 
literary excerpts from the works of | a hi hang : <= yd = 
Melville, Conrad, etc., keyed to the triple-track technique which gets 
cease, SSeaes. | better sound definition and balance 
Verdi's “Rigoletto,” in a full- from orchestral performances. 

length performance starring Jussi | Popster Parade 
Bjoerling, Roberta Peters and) [In the pop field, Victor is riding 
Robert Merrill) is also’ getting the with sets by Lena Horne, Perry 
de luxe packaging treatment. Vic-|Como, Harry Belafonte, Tito 
tor is releasing the five Beethoven | pyente, Eddy Arnold, Louis Ar- 
piano concertos, with Artur Rubin- | caraz's band, Tony Scott, the Ames 
stein, in a five-platter limited edi-| Bros, Frankie Carle, Dennis Far- 
tion which will sell for the price | non’s orch, the Baptist Hour Choir, 
of four LP's. Each disk will also | phineas Newborn Jr., Al Nevins’ 
be available as single LP’s at the |orch, Joe Reisman’s orch and Bob 
regular list. Scobey’s jazz band. 


Among other Victor longhair| For the low-priced field, RCA’s 





ventory tags which are taken off 
a4 | Ca s r. 
TAI ENT ;each item as sold and pasted on a 
POSITIONS postcard for mail-back to the N. Y. 
This’ Last office. By maintaining a sales log 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE on each store, Music Sales knows 
exactly when to restock each rack. 
1 5 DEBBIE REYNOLDS (Coral)............. Tammy* Accobdien ta Wilie Walil' lees. 
2 2 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ........ 0 éte cable Teddy Bear* the rack _ a anal, soem . 
. " . many medium - sized departmen 
3 1 BILLY WILLIAMS (Coral) ce ccoerccoeece . Gonna Sit Right Down* and five-and-dime stores which are 
: ) ared to operate their own 
(Love Letters in The Sand* ee BD. org Mrs Bag 
4 4 PAT BOONE (Dot) ...... ste seeeeeereeeee-) Goldmine In The Sky* meee § a » One Rd. 5. “ 
’ | buying tl rong material. Under 
5 3. JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) ........ = We omche ny ale a lthe rack getup, the store takes Be 
on . |risk but makes its profit by getting 
, , . 'a percentage of the gross. 
6 EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) ........... .... Bye, Bye, Lovet |” Saiie mausemeun’ scamiiiines te 
7 g PAUL ANKA (ABC-Par.) ........ ere in the platter Seid. Musle Seles s 
i er rit setup So § - 
8 NAT KING COLE (Capitol) {Send For Met Renting chest ‘mueie Gam basin’ Ae 
an F P ‘ude gations a |Personal Possessiont | part of its simplified selling epee 
. - jtion, Music Sales has b. 
9 10 DON RONDO (Jubilee) ..... seceeeeeeeeses White Silver Sandst lal ems tn a colleghane wrap 
ith sted ice tag 
10 7 RUSS HAMILTON (Kapp) ............ .... Rainbowt pall anneal slelian 
A Great Stencard 
POSITIONS TUNES 
This Last SO BEATS MY 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 Z *TAMMY—“Tammy & Bachelor”-F ..................000:. Northern HEART FOR You 
2 1 *LOVE LETTERS IN THE SAND—“Bernardine”-F ............ Bourne ad 
3 3 ee ge ee Chappell Pat Ballard 
4 6 *AROUND THE WORLD—“Around World In 80 Days”-F ........ Young Chas. Henderson 
5 4 ‘*TEDDY BEAR—“Loving You"-F ..............ccccsceceee sence Gladys Tom Waring 
6 5 *IT’S NOT FOR ME TO SAY—“Lizzie”-F .......... Deckadiy wae @ Korwin RECORDED BY 
7 7  #BYE,BYE,LOVE............. ich ner whe ec ns a * . Acuff-Rose GORDON JENKINS 
8 9 +WHITE SILVER SANDS ........~...... “e cds ee ail Southern PETE KING 
9 8 *OLD CAPE COD ..... j chectdchectuss babb bevss ous bebe tse oS Pincus (LIBERTY) 
ee. eee ree COE TOE AIS Robbins FRED WARING 
(*ASCAP ;BMI F-Films) DeSyiva, — & Henderson, 
nc. 











Camden Label is offering dealers 
three 12-inch LP’s that can be 
bought at 99c. for every LP bought 
at the regular $1.98 price. Three 
albums, titled “The Heart of the 
Symphony,” “The Heart of the 
Piano Concerto” and “Favorite 
Arias from Favorite Operas,” were 
selected from among Camden's 
catalog bestsellers. 

Camden also has come up with 
prebagged celiophane LP's which 
are particularly suited for the 
chain store racks. The low-priced 
label is also putting out all of its 
fall product in full-color jackets 
with individual liner notes. 
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* ABC ATTRACTIONS DO BUSINESS : 
. NEW YORK JAZZ FESTIVAL (Aug. 23 and 24) * 
* Randalls Island Stadium, N. Y. * 
. DAVE BRUBECK MAYNARD FERGUSON : 
7 Quartet Orchestra * 
* BILLIE HOLIDAY BOBBY HACKETT CARMAN McRAE } 
* Sextet * 
x GERRY MULLIGAN ANITA O'DAY MAX ROACH 4 
- Quartet Quintette ° 
* 
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Cafe Showcases Shipping in London, 
A Contrast to ‘New Life’ in New York 


| the Plaza Hotel, Sept. 18. She’s a 





By HAROLD MYERS 


London, Aug. 20. 

At a time when Broadway night- 
life appears to be moving forward 
into top gear, London bigleague 
cabaret .has gone into reverse. 
There's hardly a spot left on the 
West End scene willing or able to 
import top international name tal- 
ent. 

The last of the major talent 
showcases was the Cafe de Paris, 
which shuttered at the beginning 
of this month and will reopen in 
a few months with a completely 
new policy. For the last few years 
it had remained that centre of the 
West End's top social life and was 
the scene of many _ celebrity- 
packed galas at the openings of 
such personalities as Marlene Die- 
trich, Noel Coward, Eartha Kitt, 
Sophie Tucker, Robert Morley, 
Hermione Gingold, et al. 

Although the Cafe had had the 
bigleague field to itself in recent 
times, there was keen booking 
competition in the immediate post- 
war boom. There was Ciro’s Club, 
for instances, dark now for a cou- 
ple of years and in process of be- 
ing pulled down; the Crystal Room 
at the Empress Club, which is now 
used mainly for private functions; 
the Bagatelle, which continues as 
a restaurant under its new moni- 
ker, the Cascade, but without 
cabaret; the Embassy -Club in 
Bond St., which has dropped its 
big name policy for more modest 
presentations; and the Washington | 
and Berkeley Hotels, both of which 
have abandoned cabaret. 

Among the lush cafes still fea- 
turing cabaret, the Colony in 
Berkeley Square has maintained a 
steady middle-bracket policy over 
the years, which appears to have 
paid off. They regularly import 
U.S. and other foreign personali- 
ties to headline their shows, but 
always in a more modest-priced | 
range than the Cafe. Quaglino’s 
off Piceailly, is also continuing | 
with its modestly-priced entertain- | 
ment both for its main restaurant 
and the adjacent Allegro. Cabaret) 
also continues regularly at both the! 
Savoy and Dorchester Hotels, but | 
the personalities are rarely of a 
spectacular nature, | 

The Late Late Shows 





Troy’s R.P.I. House Opens 
Sked With ‘Ice Capades’ 


Troy, N. Y., Aug. 20. 
The R.P.I. Field House will raise 
the curtain on its 1957-58 season, 
with the presentation of John H. 
Harris’ 17th edition of “Ice Ca- 
pades” Aug. 30-Sept. 4. Five even- | 





Persian Room Pacts Lilo 
In Kitty Kallen Bowout 


Lilo has been signed to preem 


the season at the Persian Room of | 


replacement for Kitty Kallen, orig- 
inally set for the N. Y. stand but 
who dropped out fearing a recur- 
rence of an old vocal ailment if 
she accepted a sustained engage- 
ment at this time. 

Lilo, who came to attention in 
the Cole Porter musical “Can-Can,” 
was originally set to play her third 


engagement at the Cotillion Room 
of the Pierre, but that room is 
| bowing out of its talent policy for 
|a fiddle festival. Singer also ap- 


to $3. For the Saturday matinee, | ‘ ; 
h ; ;,'| peared at the Starlight Roof of the 
a price will be charged chil _— last season, 


Topping the show are Aja Za- 
oe world’s figure skat-| fVe 
ng champion; John Lettengarver, § M Fx 
U. S. Olympic team member; Silvia IX ore ecs 


fant me Get MCA Stock 


: pairs cham- 
pions in 1954; Sand Culbertson and 
Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 
Distribution of common stock 


Alan Conrad. 

| representing ownership of the Mu- 
| sic Corp. of America companies to 
| six officers of the agency was dis- 
losed by Jules C. Stein, MCA 

Boston, Aug. 20. - ; are 
An Indian _| board chairman. New allocations 
powwow, beauty con- | vere made to Jack Bolton, Herbert 


tests, clam bakes, band concerts | 
and a hooked rug contest, pointing | eee, poi Bn magi ~ 
up traditional Yankeeland activi- ner . pg: 


ties, will feature a test run Cape 
Cod preview of “Yankee Home- New distribution increased the 
coming 1958,” the big N. E. activity | total number of individual execs 
aimed at tourists for next year, at | "OW owning MCA stock to 48, in 
Scusset Beach, Sagamore, Aug. addition to the trustees of the 
14-25. “wry profit-sharing trusts, who 
The Mashpee Indians will ,.| hold ownership of MCA common 
wow on the 25th to clinch the 12- | Stock for the benefit of all par- 
day preview. The beauty contest ticipating employees. 
winner will be dubbed “Miss Yan- 
kee Homecoming of Cape Cod.” 
The state will dedicate the new 
Scusset Beach recreation area @ur- 
ing the festivities and politico big- | 
wigs will be in for the test. | 
Ambitious plans for the 1958 
back to Yankeeland trek are in 
the works with major Hollywood 
studios being contacted by Jack 
Frost, prexy of the project, for 
filmsters of New England origin or 
background to be passengers on a 
train from Hollywood to Boston, 
which would pick up other show 
biz personalities of N. E. ties along 
the way. 
Frost is now seeking a “Grover 


ing (Labor Day night is excepted) 
and three matinee performances 
will be given, at a scale of $1.50 








N.E. Tests ‘Homecoming’ 
Via Cape Cod Previews; 
Blowout Due in 1958 








ILLUSIONIST FROM INDIA 


P. C. Sorear Big Grosser In 
Australian Burg 








Perth, Australia, Aug. 13. 
Surprise hit at His Majesty's 
Theatre here is a magic show led 
by Indian illusionist P. C. Sorcar. 


seater, the troupe has topped all 
boxoffice records of not only all 
other magic shows but of the Folies 
| Bergeres which preceded Sorcar at 
| His Majesty’s. 

In a matinee and evening per- 


on  diateed oa. the aieawt te | Whalen” to head up the function-| formance last Saturday (3) the 
nowadays centred on the ul'ra-iate | ing committees and front the six | ™agician’s company took in a ter- 
night spots. most of which oper- : 1 rifi 75. Figur 
é | state jamboree. Frost and W. G.| Tific $2,475. Figure was computed 
ate the cover charge policy. Among | | : e\ af j i 
these are New Churehills. Wi 5 | Gavin, former managing editor of after deduction of the entertain- 
iese are New rehills, Winsons, | +4. Boston Traveler, have been| ment tax. Troupe at His Majesty’s, 


the Stork Room, the Embassy, the | 


spade working for six months lin-| incidentally,“ is Sorcar’s No, One 


yo mee Grove, the Eve Club, the ing up state and national support.| show. It’s a duplicate of the magi- 
abaret Club andthe Casanova. | proct has set up committees rep-| co’s Ne. Two show, which is en 
Almost without exception, these | resenting show biz, recreation, in-| route to Calcutta via ship after ap- 


(Continued on page 52) 








Name Jack McCoy As 
AGYVA Northwest Rep 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 20. 

Jack MeCoy has been named the 
new rep for AGVA in this terri- 
tory, replacing Sid Dean. McCoy, 
a comic, will move the office from 
Seattle to the Broadway Building 
here as this is the hub of the en- 
tertainment biz for the northwest. 

Dean moves to the San Francisco 
office to assist Phil Downing since 
the territory is now big enough for 
two men. Change is effective im- 
mediately. 





dustry and retail trade. Project | pearing on NBC-TV’s “Festival of 
cost so far is estimated at $30,000. | Magic” in New York last May. 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


Arbitration between the American Guild of Variety Artists and the 
Lou Walter Enterprises Inc., general-managered by Cass Franklin, will 
be continued Sept. 3. Arbitrators met in New York last Thursday (15), 
but hadn’t completed taking testimony on the matter. Union is hearing 
evidence on charges that the outfit booked without being duly licensed 
as an agency and is seeking to remove its club date franchise as a 
penalty. 








Central Canada Exhibition Assn., with the help of Ottawa's mayor, 
George Nelms, plus various civic officials, opened its new McElroy 
Building at Lansdowne Park, fair’s site. Structure is a memorial to 
Herb } cElroy, general manager of CCE for more than a quarter of a 
century, who died last year. It will house government and other non- 
commercial exhibits. The fair opens Friday (23). 





‘Double Feature’ Policy 
Clicks in Hawaii Spot 
Honolulu, Aug. 13. 
It's the height ef something or 
other, but the Moana hotel's new 
“double feature” policy is packing 
‘em in at the picturesque outdoor 
Banyan Court nitery. 
“Concerts by the Sea,” featuring 
local artists in longhair and semi- 
longhair numbers, draws a capac- 


ity audience from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. 


each Sunday, This is followed each 
week by Ken Alford and his Dixie- 
cats, who are strictly in a jazz 
groove. No cover and no mini- 
mum for either attraction but the 
bar cash registers are playing a 
merry tune. 





Waldemere’~ Hotel, Livingston 
Manor, N.Y., holding a special show 
based on radio columnist Ben 
Gross’ book, “I Looked and I 
Listened,” Aug, 26. Gross will 
narrate the show dealing with 
radio in the '30s which will include 
Helen Kane and Joe White (Silver 
Masked Tenor), 


Don Swanson, general manager of the Michigan State Fair, Detroit, 
| was amazed to learn that singer Eydie Gorme, who will headline the 
| fair’s Coliseum show Aug. 30-Sept. Z, will appear at a Navy affair Aug. 
| 31 sponsored by the nearby Grosse Ile Naval Air Station. “We won't 
| mabe any fuss about this,’ Swanson said. “In fact, we'll see that she 
gets there.” However, Swanson has told his booking agent to watch the 


| exclusivity clauses from now on. 





Los Angeles Mirror-News’ copy desk carefully cooled what could 
; have developed into a feud between downtown dailies last week when 
| the p.m. sheet’s nitery columnist decided to fingerprint at some of his 
colleagues. 
| Tom Kettering, who writes under the house byline of “The Rounder,” 
| had utilized the recent opening of Harry Babbitt at the Statler Hotel as 
|a peg on which to hang his cracks. Understood in the original copy, 
Kettering carefully pointed to another downtown sheet’s nitery column 
as lacking in taste, discrimination and sincerity and noted that his 
| column would shortly observe its eighth anniversary. During that time, 
he declared, the principal objective of the column was to review shows 
squarely, rather than go along with the “isn't it wonderful” technique 
|employed elsewhere. To prove his point, he quoted from his review 
|of the Babbitt show, contrasting it with selected quotes from a rival 
| publication. To substantiate his own position, he quoted from the 
Variety review of the same layout. 
Blast lost its sting, however, when the copy desk expunged the name 
of the other newspaper. Ironic aftermath came when a scribe for a 
| Hollvwood trade ‘sheet called to find out why Kettering had put him 
ton the pan. stad : .' , 





Now in its third week at the 1,500- | 





New Acts 








| JOAN ROBERTS 
CORTS (3) 

Sengs 

36 Min. 

Gatineau, Ottawa 


& HER ES- 


tory by warbling the first notes of 
a musical femme labelled Laurey 
in a momentous musical called 
“Oklahoma” beginning in March, 
1943. Not only was this pert look- 
er the original Laurey but she, 
with others, helped work up suffi- 
cient bankroll to allow the Rodgers 
& Hammerstein show to open. 


ago, but Miss Roberts of the 1957 
night clubs is just as vital and just 
as great as then, if not more so. 
Her pipes are standout and her 
attention to staging, routining and 
scripting is evident throughout her 
current nitery stint. Using two 
young males, unbilled, to assist in 
terps and chant, she opens the 
stint with three “My Fair Lady” 
tunes, does a “Great Moments In 
Show Business” session which in- 
cludes vocal nods to such as Helen 
Morgan, Marilyn Miller, Ethel Mer- 
man, others, and closes with songs 
she introduced in “Oklahoma”. 
Interspersed are several clicko 
originals, This is top quality show- 
manship in all departments, defin- 
itely a class act, big for television, 
niteries, radio, stage and pictures. 
Gorm, 


SUE RANEY 


14 Mins. 
Mapes Skyroom, Reno 

This 18-year-old miss is bound 
to cause a stir in the music busi- 
ness, regardless of the fact that 
she sings with a feeling much 
older than her years. Listening to 
her without any idea as to her 
highschool appearance, the impres- 
sion is still there. But it is just 
more remarkable that this fine 
phrasing and amazing control come 
from one so young. 

But with all the control and 
shading, the nicest part of her 
whole makeup is the voice itself. 
Faintly foggy, with just a coating 
of whispering over her notes, the 
sound is not to be compared to 
any other feminine singer today. 


ease with her singing but has not 
had the time or the direction to 
stage her act. She appears almost 
as if in a highschool talent con- 
test, even in a kind of graduation 
dress, and little makeup. A cute 
face with big eyes and a turned-up 
nose offer plenty of appeal and she 
has a frank gaze which establishes 
| her assurance. 





Joan Roberts is a slick blonde) 
who participates in show biz his-; 


That was more than 14 years) 





| 
| 
i 


| 


Miss Raney moves around very | mark” silver Ascot in 


PEGGY ANN WATSON 
$ 


Song 
14 Mins. 
One Fifth Ave., N. Y. 

Peggy Ann Watson comes from 
a theatrical family, father being 
musicomedy singer Milton Watson, 
and her mother vaude singer Peg- 
gy Bernier, Her floor deportment 
shows a respect for theatrical trad- 
itions inasmuch as she has come 
well prepared for her initial nitery 
assignment. Miss Watson comes 
to this date as a result of winning 
a talent night final at this spot. 

Attractive youngster sows a lot 
of charm and an ease on the floor 
that indicates she feels at home 
in theatricals. Her material is well 
chosen. There’s a special material 
number to open and she segues 
into standards for the rest of her 
stint. The numbers are mainly 
from musicals, they show a dash 
of humor and are personably de- 
livered. From her modus operandi, 
she indicates that she’s aiming for 


musicals and likelihood is that 
she'll make it. Jose. 
MISS LILI 

12 Min. 


Bal Tabarin, N. Y. 

Miss Lili, a French import, has 
a good singing voice and a routine 
of appealing tunes in her native 
tongue that go over Well. How- 
ever, she needs a lot of playing 
time in the U. S, te accustom her- 
self to local audiences. Her modus 
operandi needs a bit of speeding 
up and perhaps a tune en Anglais 
on occasion. 

Miss Lili explains her numbers, 
in the manner of most French 
chantoosies, with her phonetic 
English. She needs to make her- 
self more at home in these en- 
virons before her potential is fully 
brought out. Jose. 


JACQUES FOTI 
Sengs, Piano 


40 Mins. 
Adolphus Hotel, Dallas 

This young French-Hungarian, 
who played smaller bistros in four 
European countries after escapin 
from a World War II German PO 
camp, is currently headlining for 
the first time in a swank supper 


Sue Raney, making her first ni-| club. In the U.S. only two years, 
tery appearance, is certainly at) he's been workin 


small inns and 
lounges on the t, until “‘dis- 
covered” by George Liberace, who 
introduced Foti at Thursday's (15) 
Century Room opening. 

Handsome fellow has top assets 
to clinch headliner status and lotsa 
Gallic charm that wow the femmes 
in the packed house. Deep, roman- 
tie voice fits his goodlooks and 
tasteful dress, ——a a “trade- 

feu of tie. 


| little with her song-selling. Stand-| Opening with “Hello, Beautiful” in 
} ing in one spot, she gestures grace- a slow stage stroll welds his wel- 


| fully, and bats her eyes occasion- 
| ally. 


tribute to her ability. Her first 
Capitol disk, “Careless Years,” is 
the top item in this department. 
Her popularity on records with 
this sort of thing seems almost as- 
sured, and measured by the reac- 
tion to her first outing in a night 
club, she commands full attention 
after auditors get through picking 
her apart for professional flash, 
and just listen to a wonderful new 
Voice. Mark, 


DENNY VAUGHN 
Songs 


30 Mins. 
Chaudiere, Ottawa 

Denny Vaughn is already major 
material on television and disks 
and with some trimming and 
stronger routining, he could be- 
come important to niteries. His 
current Chaudiere booking is his 
first club work but he just con- 
cluded two seasons with his own 
tv show on the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. web and has cut suc- 
cessful disks for Apex (Glory in 
U.S.). He is a top-rank musician, 
composer and arranger plus okay 
chanter, bandleader and emcee. 

His nitery act shows need of 
strengthening. Althongh Vaughn 
rides high from his video populari- 
ty and shows socko ability in most 
departments, his stanza is weak in 
staging and slow in pace and needs 
a general showmanship overhaul- 
ing. Present staging is only ade- 
quate and much of Vaughn's talent 
is tossed loosely away. For ex- 
ample, he is a fine 88’er but uses 
the bandstand keyboard and no 
microphone over the strings. 

He works accordion, too, but 
needs a gimmick tune or arrange- 
ment for-greater-impact. Gorm. - 








come. After a pair of French lyric 
tunes, Foti keyboards a bit of 


Although she swings easily on | “Clair de Lune” and stays at the ° 
numbers like “Be My Life’s Com-| 88 to sing “I Love Paris” and 

panion,” the hush she creates with “C'est Magnifique” 
her work on a ballad is a Freed pe both’ French and English 


in English. 


treatment to “La Vie En Rose” and 
“Autumn Leaves.” 

Foti has some light between- 
tunes tter for pleasant breaks. 
He varies his menu with a strawhat 
take off on Maurice Chevalier, 
seoring with “Louise,” and giving 
added French accent. Solid mit 
comes from medley of “Eyes © 
Texas” and “Dee the Heart of 
Texas,” in both French and Eng- 
lish, while keyboarding. At open- 
ing he was joined for the Texas 
tunes by violinists George Liberace 
and maestro Vincent Bragale, and 
trio jammed on “Sweet Sue.” 

er gets hefty response with 
an original, “I'd Like It,” in comie 
vein, and begoff is a sock version 
of “J’attendria.” Could do. more 
88’ing; a brace of piano solos would 
make effective inserts in the 40- 
minute show. Bark. 


Weissfeld Exits AGVA 
Post as Rep in Dallas 


- Dallas, Aug. 20. 

Dan Weissfeld, recently ap- 
pointed national representative for 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists in this area, has decided to 
relinquish his post. Weissfeld is 
joining a musie publishing com- 
pany. 

Clayton Hart of the New York~ 
headquarters, will be in charge of 
the local office on a temporary 
basis until a successor to Weissfeld 
is named. Hart arrived here Fri- 
day. 
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Mountain Talent Hotelmen Weigh 
Pros and Cons of Rapp’s Operation 





Reaction to the latest mountain¢ 
hotel booking plan instituted by 
booker Charlie Rapp is mixed. The 
comics and other acts that have 
gone along on the Rapp plan, which 
ealls for regular night club salaries, 
for which they are to play two 
shows nightly and possibly three on 
weekends, seem happy with the ar- 
rangement. 

However, several mountain tal- 
ent buyers not in the orbit of the 
plan are rebelling. For example, 
one hotel which has been paying 
an average of $500 for one show 
for each of two comics feels thet 
it can no longer use them. 

Case in point is that of Phil 
Greenwald, entertainment direc- 
tor for the Concord Hotel, Kia- 
mesha Lake, who has stated that 
these comics, having had such wide 
circulation in the area, are no 
longer eligible for his spot. Sev- 
eral other hotel owners feel that 
they can no longer use the funsters 
involved in the plan. 

Another factor that has been con- 
sidered in the general discussions 
of the Rapp plan is the lowering 
of the club date prices for those 
involved. For example, in the nor- 
mal course of events, a comic in 
the $1,500 weekly class, when work- 
ing cafes, could get as much as $500 
per hotel date, and in some. special 
cases, more. However, when work- 
ing the string of stands on a sus- 
tained basis, the average falls to 
less than $150 per stand. But there 
are few bookers that can offer a 
grouping of club dates on a regular 
basis. 

However, there are a lot of favor- 
able factors involved. Rapp is 
using these comics to induce new 
hotels to play talent. Hotels that 
have never had a show are sud-| 
denly finding themseives with 
name layouts in midweek. It may 
be difficult for them to discontinue 
these shows in the future and thus 
they too will be committed to play- 
ing shows. This, ultimately, will 
have the effect of hiking talent 
prices, and thus in years to come, 
each of the performers working 
under the plan may be getting reg- 
ular club date salaries. 

As far as Rapp is concerned, the 
booking plan has made his work 
considerably easier. He no longer 
has to comb lists for a supply of 
comies, and he’s breaking in a lot 
of new places that never previously 
shad acts. 

For the talent involved, the bene- 
fits are ample, they say. They get 
regular night club salaries in a 
period when. work is extremely 
sporadic. The expenses go down 
because they are in the area of 
their job. But to them the im- 
portant thing is to get that extra 
10 weeks at regular salary in a pe- 
riod in which it would have other- 
wise been impossible. 


SEAWAY CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS CAFE-HAPPY 


Massena, N. Y., Aug. 20. 

Construction of the nearby St. 
Lawrence Seaway has resulted in 
a bonanza for local niteries what 
with free-spendfhg workers in 
search of entertainment. Bali 
Room of the Highland Hotel here 
is filled to capacity nightly and 
owner Ed Kaneb is planning to 








double its size to accommodate 
400 customers. 
Kaneb is also increasing his 


talent budget. Recent headliners 
at the spot, which is booked by 
the Mai Johnson office out of 
Montreal, were Johnny Morgan 
and Ken Barry. 


Name Package to Benefit 
Langhorne (Pa.) Charities 


A nanie package topped by Dor- 
othy Lamour, Paul Winchell and 
Four Aces has been signed for the 
Langhorne Stadium, Bristol, Pa., 
in a show to benefit top charities 
in the community. Others on the 
bill will include the Blackburn 
Twins & Jerry Collins, Gautier’s 
Steeplechase, and a line from the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., produced by 
Mme. Natalie Komerova. 

Production will be produced by 
Robert Mayberry, with Irving 
Strouse directing. Community En- 
terprises Inc., a Langhorne corpor- 
ation comprising several charitable 
setups, hopes to make this event 
an annual. 








(ip place at so-¢alled, nude shows. 


Borge’s 936 Wk. in L.A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 
Victor Borge chalked up a great | 
$93,500 for his one-week stand at, 
Greek ‘Theatre, ending Sunday 
(18). 
Figure was on top of huge press 
list and cut-rate seats for teach- 
ers. 


Steinman-Shayon 
Magico Tourer 








Kalanag, a European magico, and 
his musical revue labeled “Sim 
Sala Bim” will be imported into) 
the U.S. in a show geared for 
arenas, legiters and vaude houses, 
by Harold Steinman in association 
with Sam Shayon. Steinman, pro- 
ducer of “Skating Vanities” and 
Shayon, prexy of Dancing Waters, 
the fountain display, will preem 
the show in the Coliseum, Quebec, 
on Aug. 30 during the ‘annual fair. 

Kalanag, long 2 European staple, | 
will head a show originally pro- 
duced in Europe. Gae Foster, for- 
mer, Roxy choreographer, will re- 
stage sections of the show for 
American audiences. A line is be-| 
ing added, and new costumes and 
sets have been designed. 

Schedule thus far, following the 
Quebec stand, calls for Her Ma- 
jesty’s Theatre, Montreal, Sept. 
12-29; Royal Alexandra, Toronto, 
Sept. 30-Oct. 12; Riviera, Detroit, 
Oct. 15-27; Boston (under Shriners’ 
sponsorship) at the Shubert, Oct. 
29-Nov. 10. Other dates are being 
lined up and possibility is that the} 
layout will be brought to Broad- 
way. 

The Kalanag show, with specially 
written score, will mark a return of 
big illusions such as were vogue 
many years ago. 


Speculate on Fate Of 
Striptease Bills After 
Rumpus in Scot Vauder 


Glasgow, Aug. 20. 

It’s a moot question whether any 
more nude or striptease siows will 
play the Empire vaudery here. 

Paul Raymond’s “Folies Strip- 
tease,” on a fill-in week here, ran 
into trouble on the second night 
through a disturbance caused by a 
rowdy element in the circle. Musi- 
cians in the pit orch were struck 
by flying coins, ice-cream con- 
tainers were tossed down, and noise | 
forced the show to a stop. | 

The customers were reasonably 
quiet while the scantily-clad chor- 
ines carried out their part of the 
show. Rowdyism started when mu- 
sical and comegy acts appeared. 

Members of the orch filed from 
the pit, leaving Joseph Baldwin, 
the travelling musical director, to 
provide musical backing at the 
piano. The show was cut by 25 min- 
utes. The police, summoned by a 
telephone call, ushered undesir- 
ables out of the building. 

The main trouble started in the 
seconc q1lf of the show, comedian 
Harry bailey countering interrup- 
tions but skillfully dealing with 
them all. When pianist Nat Willis 
began playing “Autumn Concerto,” 
the pennies started coming down. 

The orch quit when a bottle was 
thrown into the pit. 

Troublemakers were described 
as a number of drunks in the bal- 
-y “out for a spree and a spot 

Striptease and nude revues are 
a rarity at the Glasgow: vaudery, 
which normally houses top British 
and American acts. The Glasgow 
Empire has achieved a big name 

U. S. acts, mapy of whom 
open their British tours here. It 
is generally acknowledged as “the 
London Palladium of the north.” 

The Empire Theatre, Edinburgh, 
has had a succession of nude revues 
in recent months. This has evoked 
some press criticism, the argument 
being that straight vaude is wanted 











the 


_a sellout engagement. 


Satchmo’s Copa Debut 


Louis Armstrong has been signed 
for his first date at the Copacabana, 
N. Y. He'll go in some time in 
December. 

Armstrong's previous N, Y. 
stands have been at the Roxy The- 
atre and at the now closed Basin 
Street. 


Belafonte, Ill, 
Cancels Sellout 
1-Day D.C. Stand 


Washington, Aug. 20. 

Harry Belafonte was forced to 
cancel out of an ll-day stand at 
Carter Barron Amphitheatre 
here today (Tues.) on the eve of 
Advance in- 
dicated that there wouldn't be a 
ticket left at $3.85 top in this 4,000- 
seater by the time the singer was 
to have opened tomorrow (Wed.). 

Belafonte was taken ill early to- 
day and was rushed to the New 
York Hospital with a detached 
retina. Possibility is that he'll be 
out at least four weeks, and he 
may have to cancel his scheduled 
opening at the Empire Room of 
the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
slated for Sept. 18. 

Feld Bros. have been trying 
frantically to get a replacement 


headliner. They had thrown out a 
plea to Jerry Lewis to return for 





|a few days, and had been negotiat- 


ing for Nat King Cole to come in. 
There was also a deal on for Lib- 
erace to come in for the date. How- 
ever, the difference in the type of 
audience drawn by Liberace and 
Belafonte would necessarily force a 
terrific refund of the gigantic ad- 
vance. 


SET ‘SUPERMAN SHOW’ 
FOR FAIR, 0’SEAS DATES 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

“The Superman Show,” starring 
George Reeves who portrays the 
character in vidfilms, will headline 
the Colorado State Fair at Pueblo, 
Aug. 20-22, as the kickoff of a pro- 
jected series of bookings. Reeves 
will produce as well as star in the 
show. 

Reeves has lined up a troupe in- 
cluding Noel Neill, who co-stars in 
the “Superman” telefilms, Jose 
Natividad Dominguez Vacio and his 
group; the Maxwells; Kara Kiro’s 
dancing dolls; Miss Lona and her 
pets and Keeviet-the-Clown’s Cir- 
cus. He'll pay them out of his 
take, 65% of the gross. Other dates 
are being set in Georgia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Ten- 





| nessee with Reeves getting 70% 
|of the gate. 


Also in the works, in a deal being 
dickered between Joe Higgins of 
GAC-Hamid and Art Weissman, 
manager of Reeves and “The Su- 
perman Show,” is a series of in- 
door and outdoor dates throughout 
the U. S., and in Japan, England, 
France, Australia and the Latin- 
American countries where the tele- 
film series is shown. 





Belafonte’s $41,000 Indianapolis 
Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 
In the 4,100-seat Radie City The- 
atre, which dropped its usual film 
fare to house the attraction, “An 
Evening With Belafonte” grossed a 
stunning $42,500 for three nights 
and a matinee (15-17) at $5.50 top. 
Offering garnered local critics’ 
and columnists’ raves and the ova- 
tion for the star at every perform- 
ance was undoubtedly the greatest 
ever received here by any perform- 
er. Final night was a sellout. 





2 N.Y. Cafes Hiatusing 


Two N. Y. niteries have shuttered 
for a brief vacation. The Blue An- 
gel took off for a hiatus after Sat- 
urday’s (17) show for Sept. 5 re- 
opening, and the Bon Soir closed 
Sunday (18) te open Sept. 6 with 
Charles Manna and Felicia Sanders 
headlining. 

_ The Blue Angel's sabbatical is 
the second one this summer. 


'eral Artists Corp. 


Wildwood Overmatched on 


51 
S; 


Jerry Lewis, Nat Cole Scram Spots 





Roxy Books Elena Giusti 


The Roxy Theatre, N. Y., has 
signed Elena Giusti for its stager 
starting Friday (23). Miss Giusti 
was auditioned last week in Italy 


by the Roxy’s managing director, | 


Robert Rothafel, who had gone to 
Rome with Irving Chezar of Gen- 
to case talent 
for a Continental show. 

Miss Giusti, incidentally, signed 
some time ago with the William 
Morris Agency. 





Wildwood Stil 


On Name Binge 


Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 20. 

Among the latest to sign pacts 
here are Carmel Quinn, Cab Callo- 
way, Somethin’ Smith & the Red- 
heads, Billy Williams Quartet and 
Martha Rave and Tony Bennett for 
return engagements. 

Miss Raye is the boxoffice smash 
of the season so far, with nigthly 
SRO audiences at the sprawling 
3,100-seat Beach Club of Diamond 
Beach Lodge. The management im- 
mediately inked her to return from 
mediately inked her to return 
Aug. 30. 

The Beach Ciub signed Miss 
Quinn for three days, Aug. 27-29. 
Somethin’ Smith & Redheads will 
appear from Aug. 27 to Labor Day. 
Current are the McGuire Sisters. 


+ Booking difficulties continue at 


| Wildwood, N.J. Initial mistake of 
| having booked too heavily at too 
|much coin is still coming home to 
roost. Two cancellations in the re- 
sort indicate that the cafes in that 
| town aren't out of the wood as yet 
| despite a heavy pickup in business. 
Although finances hdd little to do 
with the Jerry Lewis cancellation 
at Oscar Garrigues’ Manor Hotel 
Inn, it took a heavy beating with 
the bowout. Lewis opened last week 
(15) at the spot, and the following 
day told the management that he 
| had received word that his wife, 
| Patti, now expecting, was in critical 
shape and he had to return im- 
mediately to the Coast. Under an 
arrangement he made with the 
|}management, Lewis paid off his 
own acts and departed. The talent 
agencies, at that time, couldn't get 
a suitable headline replacement, 
and so the inn went through the 
rest of the weeks sans a topliner 
}and with considerable loss in busi- 
| ness. 
| However, Lewis was somewhat 
| dissatisfied with conditions at the 
cafe. He had s friend Paul 
| D'Amato, operator of the 500 Club, 
Atlantic City, send over a light and 
sound man to alleviate technical 
| conditions. Lewis reportedly wasn't 
j too happy by the fact that it's 
| a come-dressed-as-you-please crowd 
| whose favorite beverage is beer. 
| In the case of Nat King Cole, 
|} who cancelled out of an Aug. 30 
| stand at the Diamond Beach Lodge, 
|operators had asked Coie to accept 
a revised contract at a lower sal- 
ary which would cail for one show 
| nightly with only two on weekends. 





Ben Martin at the 1,500-seat Club | Cole, however, felt that he should 
Bolero is enjoying one of his best | jet the spot off the hook altogether, 
seasons. He has currently added | and thus declined to appear despite 
Cab Calloway to a show featuring | the fact that he’s current at the 500 
Bill Doggett’s band. Tony Bennett | Club, in nearby Atlantic City, and 


returns Aug. 23 for 10 days replac- 


ing Teresa Brewer who is await- | 


ing motherhood. Big pullers at the 
Bolero so far have included Fats 
Domino, Eydie Gorme, the An- 
drews Sistefs and Tony Bennett. 


Dick Ciark has been luring big | 


crowds to Hunt's Starlight Ball- 
room on the boardwalk. His guest 
stars have included such draws as 
Sal Mineo and Charlie Gracie. 

Joe Grady and Ed Hurst, WPFH 
disk jockeys, are also packing them 
in at the Wildwood roller rink for 
Ray Hyson. 

Enjoying a socko 19th season at 
Jake Diamond's 
Steve Gibson & The Redcaps with 


Damita Jo, plus the Flamingos and | 


the Orioles. The Trenier Twins are 
in their ninth season in Wildwood 
at the Beachcomber, with Eddie 
Fontaine, the Three D’s and Jim- 
my Cavallo’s House Rockers. 


Jerry Lewis to Stars: 
Get Out of Your Pools 
And Back Into Show Biz 


Detroit, Aug. 20. 
“There's nothing wrong with 
show business that the performers 
themselves can’t cure by getting 





Martinique are | 


it would have been quite easy for 
him to make the jump 

Martha Raye, who accepted a re- 
vised contract from the Diamond 
Beach Lodge, is going back to the 
‘inn for a three-day stand starting 
Aug. 30, the date Cole was to have 
appeared. Another headliner is still 
to be set. Miss Raye is generally 
jeredited with havirg infused 
| enough life to permit the spot to 
continue operations 

Miss Raye a couple of weeks ago 
idid excellent business under a@ 
comparatively low salary, and thus 
gave the cafe a new lease of life 
when normally it might have 
closed. 

The initial mistake believed to 
have been made by the Diamond 
| Beach Lodge was the booking of 
| Frankie Laine at $40,000 for 11 
|days, a sum greater than he ob- 
| tained even in the Las Vegas spots. 
| Management said that it could have 
made out even under that contract, 
but it was too early in the season 
/to rake in that kind of money. The 
|eafe really never recovered from 
| that contract. 


AGVA WELFARE FUND’S 
114 FROM MUSIC HALL 


| Radio City Music Hall, N.Y., 


out of the swimming pools and go-| which recently concluded an agree- 
ing to work,” according to Jerry | ment with the American Guild of 
Lewis, who opens a week's engage-| Variety Artists, has sent $11,500 to 





ment at the Riviera next Sunday 
(25). 

“Television hasn't done near the 
harm to live theatre that many of 
the top entertainers have,” Lewis 
declared. 
want to work. They just lie around 
in the sun instead of making a real 
try for the entertainment dollar. 
There is no thrill in the world to 
compare with an evening in the 
theatre. All this can be lost, 
though, if the top ranking profes- 
sionals are content to sit by and 
let it happen.” 


Sammy Davis Sr. Resting 


Sammy Davis Sr. has been or- 
dered to rest for at least another 
four months following his heart 
attack and will head for the Coast 
this week to recuperate. 





Meanwhile, the Will Mastin Trio, | 
and | 


featuring Sammy Davis Jr. 
Mastir only, will open Friday (23) 
at the 500 Club, Atlantic City. Duo 
will fulfill all of the trio’s com- 
mitments for the next few months 
ard Davis Sr will rejoin the act 
on completion of its scheduled 
stand next January at the Moulin 
Rouge, Hollywood. Th 


“Most of them just don’t | 


the AGVA Welfare Trust Fund, 
| representing a year’s premiums on 
/an accident insurance policy, on 
| 110 chorus performers, plus a $500 
‘handling charge on the amount. 
The Music Hall elected to pay 
$100 annually for each performer 
| rather than $2.50 weekly. Fund 
makes no profit on the annual deal, 
therefore got a contribution for 
'clerical and handling expenses. 


CNE Prexy Wm. Harris 
| OK After Plane Mishap 


Toronto, Aug. 20. 
Losing a propeller some 250 
yards from his Malton Airport take- 
off here, William Harris, president 
of the Canadian National Exhibi- 
tion, landed safely in his private 
plane and suffered only a black 
eye. He was about to travel to his 
summer home near Parry Sound 
when the amphibian Seabee “ut- 
tered a loud bang,” said Hafris, 

who has been flying eight years. 
Ironically, Harris succeeded to 
the presidency of the CNE after 
the death of Robert Saunders in an 


‘ Qntario Government plape Stash, : 





‘ 
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~ London-N.Y. Cafe Seasons 


- ae continued from page 0 — 








spots feature revues with the accent | Arnold Rossfield, operators of the 
on femme displays. long closed Versailles, will open as 
A leading West End night spot, a straight eatery. Spot had been in 
to give a complete production fea-| difficulty because of nonpayment 
turing wellknown talent is the of miscellaneous cabaret taxes and 
Pigalle, Piccadilly, where the shows will operate as a restaurant until 
run for about a year at a ti.se with| jts status in regard to the nitery 
occasional changes in the cast. It) taxes is settled. Henri Soule is to 
will, within the next few months, | open his Le Pavillon in the Ritz 
be joined by the London Hippo-' Towers Hotel, which formerly 
drome, which is being remodelled | housed Gogi's Charterhouse and 
into a luxury theatre nitery on the | Ken Later’s Patio. 
lines of the pre-war London| fhe Trinidad Room is also losing 
Casino, Bernard Delfont, who is) jt: calypso flavor. It will undergo 
linked with the Pigalle operation, | g facelifting to open with a French 
will also be associated with Val Par-| policy. 
nel! in, the Hippodrome presenta- ; 
tions 





Boston’s Three ‘Majors’ 


N. Y. Cafe Upbeat Boston, Aug. 20. 

New York looks toward a highly} Hub’s upcoming nitery season 
hopeful nitery season. Increase in| Will find only three supper clubs 
the number of spots is set to take|@Oing this turn, Blinstrub’s, 
place in the intimeries, and nego- | Steuben’s and the Bradford Carou- 
tiations for additions to the night-|S¢l Room, and “two intimers, the 
life are on the upbeat. For ex- | Jewel Room of the Hotel Bostonian 
ainple, Jerry Zell, in on the opera- | and Gay Guarino’s Moulin Rouge 
tion of the Red Carpet, will preem | in the Vendome Hotel. 
a new spot to be called the Mu- Two continuous entertainment 
sette. Jazz City, a new addition to | spots with semi-names, the Show- 
the cafe front, made a bid for the | bar and Hurley’s Mayfair, will also 
hepster trade last night (Tues.)| be in the running. Blinstrub’s will 
with a bill topped by Ruby Braff. | open after Labor Day with a 10- 

Teddy Zaitin, of Le Cupidon, is | femme line, Moro-Landis, same as 
dickering for the takeover of the | last year, and big name policy. 





‘ 
| 
t 
| 
| 


Little Bohemia, in the Yorkville; As in past seasons, format will be 
sector, to bow as a Continental ni-| heavy on disk names, with opening | 


tery. Le Cupidon, incidentally, is ,on Monday nights, 

to close for a refurbishing in which Steuben's returns Don Dennis, 

all traces of its former calypso pol- | singing emcee, and four acts, with 

icy will be wiped out. | shows changing every two weeks. 
It's likely that Nick Prounis & The Bradford, which shuttered its 


DON TANNEN 


* “clicks” .... 


* “a refreshing comedian”... 














* “rollicking .. . off-beat’... 


* “different . . . a perfectionist” 


MIAMI CRITICS AGREE UNANIMOUSLY 
at THEEDEN ROC, miami seacu 


(Thanks HARRY MUFSON) 
VARIETY 


“Don Tannen clicks* with his off- 
beat material . . . tee-off routine a 
fast warmer-upper to lampooning 
? of Continental singers .. . yock- 
° filled satire . . . Well-paced deliv- 
ery and timing add to steady re- 
action build.” Lary. 


MIAMI NEWS 

Bill Waters 

“Don Tannen a refreshing come- 
dian*. He offered new material 
for plenty of laughs.” 


MIAMI HERALD 

George Bourke 

“Den Tannen .. . shines in a pa- 
rade of rollicking . . . offbeat 
singers*.” 


MIAMI BEACH SUN 

Paul M. Bruun 

“Don Ta the dy star... 
enough that is different* about his 
act to please every type customer 
and audience. A perfectionist*® in 
everything he does he performs 
with know-how. .. . It is a pleasure 
te be entertained by Don Tannen.” 





Opening Sept. 12th 
THUNDERBIRD, Las Vegas 


then —BOOKED for the HILTON HOTEL Chain 


Recently Featured on 


ED SULLIVAN SHOW, CBS-TV 
JULIUS LA ROSA SHOW, NBC-TV 


Special Material: 

PAT CHA’ 
Direction: 
Personal Manog 


PHIL FARRELL 





‘oof boite last season to open its 
lower floor Carousel Room on a 
calypso kick, will continue with ex- 
ponents of West Indies Jamaican 
jive, 


Semi-names will be the format 
at the Jewel Room and Guy Guar- 


ino will go with chantoosies on the 
| 


sophisticated kick. 





Unit Review 








Bob Hope & Hollywood 
All Star Bevue 
(CARTER BARRON, D.C.) 

Washington, Aug. 15. 
Bob Hope, Helene & Howard, 
The Axidentals, Gerri Gale, Pam- 
ela Dennis, Eight Sons of Morocco; 
$3.85 top. 





| Bob Hope is the kind of old pro 

who simply doesn’t have it in him 
to do a bad show. But, hamper 
him with lack of proper prepara- 
tien and a surrounding bill which 
mostly should have stayed at home, 
and you get one of his less good 
ones, 


So it was, before an opening | 


night audience which broke the 
Carter Barron records for a first 
night crowd and boxoffice take. 

Hope, who arrived in Washing- 
ton earlier in the day, delivered 
typical routines, coupled with two 
surprises — one planned and the 
other out of deep leftfield. The 
planned surprise was Jane Russell, 
in town on a p.a. tub-thumping 
|junket for her new film, “Fuzzy 
| Pink Nightgown.” Hope, who has 
made several films with her, joked 
with her and got her to sing a solo 
|of “Buttons and Bows.” Audience 
liked. 

The unexpected was a 14-year- 
old girl who bounced up on the 
stage in a Hawaiian dance costume 
which she had worn under her 
street clothes, and with a phono- 
graph record under her- arm. 
Startled at first, Hope made a quick 
recovery, kidded with the youngs- 
ter and showed sympathy for her 
stage ambitions. When he said that, 
unfortunately, he had no record 
player, gal called into the audience 
for “Tony” and her uncle came up 
with one 

Several attempts to go into her 
dance failed because the record 
was cracked. Hope, one of the 
great ad libbers in the biz, prompt- 
ly came to her rescue. He ordered 
the house orch to play her number 
and the kid completed her act (not 
good). 

Sympathic audience gave both 
the girl and the comic a tremend- 
ous hand, best of the night. 

As for Hope, he had an hour to 
do onstage and he did it, with a 





Vande, Cafe Dates 


‘ jsity »Club ... Adolphus Hotel's 
New York |Century Room has inked singer 
' George Matson goes to the Blue | Betty Summer and mentalist Chan 
Angel Sept. 5 for eight weeks . . .| Canasta for three frames, Sept. 12- 
Bob Gorham moved into One Fifth | Oct. 2, and Lilia Guizar for a De- 
| Ave... Hugh Shannon to remain|cember fortnight... Dorothy 
indefinitely at the Villa Pierre,| Claire due Aug. 26 at the private 
Glen Cove, L.I. ... Mills Bros. to; King’s Club for two weeks... 
the Twin Coaches, Pittsburgh, Oct.| Russ Morgan orch set for Wichita 
25... . Betty Johnson, signed with| Falls, Sept. 10. Next night Mor- 
{General Artists Corp., into the|gan will play two variety shows in 
|Lotus Club, Washington, Sept. 19 State Fair Aud here for the Lions’ 
|... Moore & Lessy down for the|Club... Jean Shannon & 
Beverly Hills Country Club, New-|Bros., now at the Montelone Hotel, 
|port, Ky., Jan. 3... Terri Stevens | New Orleans, open Sept. 18 at the 
into that spot Dec. 6... Will) Americana Hotel, Miami Beach. 
Gaines and Rover Boys pacted for | 
|the Alan Gale Show which will play 
as a unit in theatres and_niteries 
... Eartha Kitt set for the Chi Chi, 
|Palm Springs, Nov 27... Terry _ Albany, Aug. 20. 
|Haven and Ernie Held started at The McGuire Sisters have been 
|Harold’s, Reno . . . Geene Court- | signed for the New York State Fair 
| ney new at Murray's Inn, Albany. | at Syracuse, Sept. 4-5. 
||’, Dick Marcus of Mercury Art-| Others on the bill will include 
jists going into the Marines for a Gene Autry and his trgupe, the 
hitch tomorrow (Thurs.), Lone Ranger, Ray McKinley's orch, 
Tommy Bartlett’s water ski circus, 
B. Ward Beam’s Auto Thrill Show, 
and a horse show., 














Syracuse Fair’s Acts 


Chicago 


Jan August opens at Radisson 
|Hotel, Minneapolis, Aug. 29 for 
| two weeks .. . Set for the Electri- 
jcal Workers Union show, Dec. 2, 
| for one week here at the union 
hall are The Escorts, De Castro 
Sisters, Brenda Lee, Senor Wences, 
Tony Bennett, Irwin Corey... 
| Dolinoffs & Raya Sisters into Ot- 
| tawa, Can., Fair Monday ¢26) for 
fone week ... Corbett Monica 
|tapped for Chez Paree Friday (23) 
for three weeks. 








SMASH HIT 
THE GLAMOROUS NEW | 
HOTEL % 


Lenny Colyer, comedian opened :; a . 
| (19) at Henry Grady Hotel's Para- j 7 
| diss Room, backed up by Betty @ ' ’ 


Atlanta 


Laraine & The Dansairs, a novelty 
terping troupe, with Erv Hinkle | 
and crew providing tunes for show 
and dancing. Jim Scott Duo bowed | 
/on same date for a return to Dog- | 
| wood Lounge, adjacent to Paradise 
Room... Tommy “Mo” Raft hold- 
|ing over as comedian-emcee at| . 
|Circus Lounge on show that |; 
features dancers Tana Leigh and | 
Natalie Wood, plus Dave Townsend 
|band. Billy de Coates band cur-| : 
rent at Silver Slipper. “THE COMEDIAN” 
| Trio of Terpsters, Callie Blaine, The Only Real Monthly 
teary wel Jo oes — spot- | PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 
ighted at Clovis Club, Atlanta's i 
only show bar, with Charlie Snyder be Gui Laseweaitnacees 
| Trio providing the tunes... Sonny ie ; 
Morgan’s Society Orchestra hold- |} How,,'" its 05 po ee 
ling forth at Atlanta Biltmore || tities, hecklers, audience stu®, mono- 
Hotel’s Garden Terrace, where |} 'e9% parodies, double gags, bits, 


Show folks are raving about the 
all new Hotel Avery. All new, large, 
beautifully furnished deluxe rooms 
with private bath and television. 
Many Air Conditioned. 


AVERY & WASHINGTON STS. 























mixture of old and new routines | Freddie Martell warbles nightly 
and with constant looks at his|...Chic Hedric’s Domino Lounge 
wrist watch to see how much more | of Imperial Hotel has acro dancer 
time there was to go. His topical | Lorraine Powlas, comedian Harry 
gags were sharp as usual. He had | Poll and exotic Carmela Rickman, 
the house in his mitt-with such as | plus Tokye Trio .. . Pianist Johnny 
“Sophia Loren, that’s Jane Russell |Ryan being held over at Zebra 
with pizza” and “I always try to| Lounge in Howell House lobby... 
avoid Washington this time of year.| Harry Thomas orch playing for 
It’s so hard te get laughs during | diners & dancers at Club Peach- 


ideas, intros, impressions and im- 
personations, political, interruptions. 
Thoughts of the Day, Numerous 
Views of the News, etc. Start with 
emg —— A pay A 2 yeers 

- years - le Copies 
$2.00 — NO C.O.D.’s. 7” 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 





























the baseball season.” 

The first-half bill offered one 
solid act — Helene & Howard. 
They’ve made a number of changes 
since they were last in Washington, 
adding more to their burlesque 
dance routines. They look better 
than ever. 

For the rest, the bill was weak. 
The Axidentals — three singing 
guys and a gal — have so much 
business in the act that it becomes 
difficult to pay attention to their 
songs. Gerri Gale, billed as “tv’s 
exciting dance star,” doesn’t dance 
much and Pamela Dennis, blonde 
singer, has little to offer but her 
own good looks. 

Opener was an acro turn, Eight 
Sons of Morocco, which reaches 
far, far back to the Arabian acro- 
batic turns that opened vaude bills 
in the ‘20s. The light spin, do 
handsprings, build pyramids and, 
after every number, dash like mad 
to the footlights, throw wide their 
arms and shout “Hev"” at the 
audience. Actually, they make 
much hay, Lowe. 


‘Booked Solid, Up-to-Date 


Disneyland, Aug. 20. 

Something of a record run for a 
vaudeville comic appears to have 
been cinched by Wally Boag. 

Boag has worked steadily for the 
last two years at the Pepsi Cola 
Golden Horseshoe in Frontierland. 
During that time, he has played a 











total of more than 3,000 perform- | 


ances, 

Now Boag has signed a new three 
year contract for the Golden Horse- 
shoe—which will give him a total 
of 8,000 performances before the 

»conizact expines.......-..- wes 


tree...El Morocco at Peachtree 
|Manor hotel holding over Lee 
| Middleten’s mambo combo. 


Dallas 


“Holiday on Ice” set for seven 


Americe’s Stars. 
oss PHOTO SERVICE 
ia 350 W. S0th St. NY 19 
performances, Aug. 24-29, in the PL 7-3530 
new 11,000-seat Dallas Memorial 


Auditorium |. with oe Vall oe | ———————> 
ept. 19-Oct. 2, Statler-Hilton fol- 
lows with Roberta Sherwood, Oct. || “YPNOTIS! WANTED whe cam de 
3-16, and Lilo, Oct. 17-30 . . . Joe 

for 1957-58 year, starting Sept. 24 


Barber Trio into the midtown Or- 
leans Club . .. Singing 88’er Danny || '" Coneda. Must have late model 


MOSS “vccco PHOTOS 
swf 9t,PAT, BOONE 


, es tow a8 
lc each. For 
sult Moss first. Since 1935 Serving 














Marshall returned to the reopened || @¥te fer travelling. 
Club Luigi for an indefinite stay. Write DR. MORTON GREENE, 
- Organist Tommy Rowe also|| ¢/e Gen. Del., Gardiner, Maine 








‘back into the redecorated Univer- 





CAB CALLOWAY 


CURRENTLY 
CLUB BOLERO, Wildwood, N. J. 


Starting Aug. 23 
STAGE COACH INN, N. J. 


Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 


The DEEP RIVER-BOYS < 


Starring HARRY DOUGLAS 
9th international Tour 












ao ahs 
CHAT NOIR, 
CASINO THEA. Osio Norway 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgr.: ED KIRKEBY 
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‘HARRY LAUDER NIGHTS’ | Switch Off Phony Hula 
GETTING SCOT SUPPORT| During Hawaiian Fete 


Gl w, Aug. 20. Honolulu, Aug. 13. 
The Harry L wn cult r- catch- City’s month-long Hula Festival 
The Sasry 500s ° is fighting a battle against the 
ing on in popularity here. A Scot} adulteration of the ancient Hawai- 
businessman, George Flockhart, of ian hula. Some of the bans: no 
-dinburgh, is spearheading a drive | cellophane skirts, no paper flower 
rong re wd Hw ; Lend ee hts” | necklaces (leis), no black costumes | 
to exanes RESy CASES Oe (black was a tabu color in ancient 
on the same scale as “Robert Burns | Hawaii), and no feathér leis (these 
Nights,” fave social 


Wilton, Brit. Comic, 
Leaves $85,800 Estate 


Manchester, Fng., Aug, 13. 
Robb Wilton, longtime English 
vaude and radio comedian, left 
$85,812 in his will. 
He left $750 to the British Variety 


Occupational Hazard 
Revere, Mass., Aug. 20. 
The w.k. vaude pnrase, “I killed 
‘em in Oshkosh” came almost too 
true in the case of Tubby Boots, 
young 340 pound comic, playing the 


Lewis Room at the Beach Plaza) artistes’ Benevolent Fund, and 
Hotel, when a femme ringsider | $3,000 to Bruce A. Williams, a 
laughed herself into an_ attack, | friend. 





passed out, and a cordon of eight 
cops sped her to the General Hos- 


Brit. Vauder Folds 


‘NIP NITERIES NAB 
BIG TOURIST TAKE 


Tokyo, Aug. 13. 

Foreign residents and tourist 
are keeping the plushier of Tokyo's 
night clubs at or near capacity 
during the summer months. 

Upholstered rooms featuring 
floor shows and hostesses such as 
the Benibasha, Ginbasha, Manuela’s 


Lauder admirers joined recently 
in a Lauder Night celebration at 


Portobello, 50 yards from the cot- 
tage birthplace ‘Aug, 4, 1890) of 
the Scot minstrel. 

Greta Lauder, niece of the late 
Sir Harry, is giving her personal | 
support to Lauder Night enthusi- | 
asts. The Lauder family live in| 
Lauder Ha’ mansion in the moor-| 
lands of Lanarkshire, near Glas-| 
gow. The house (where Lauder 
died and near where he is buried) | 
is a regular mecca of American and | 
other, overseas tourists. A special 
room houses hundreds of souve-| 
nirs and mementoes of the late | 
minstrel, given to him by well-| 
wishers all over the world. 


j 





Trotter Bros. preem at the Hori- 
zon Room. Pittsburgh, for two 
weeks starting Monday (26). 


— 
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AMERICA: 
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145 W. 47th St, New York Citys | 


occasions. were symbols of royalty). +pital in Boston, 


For the ancient dances, the girls 
are wearing “pahus” — gathered 
skirts and tops made of tapa print. 
Spokesman admits they can’t be 
fully authentic because tops weren't 


Boots, doing a pantomime bit in 
costume of Anna Russell addressing 
a meeting with an actual tape re- 
cording of Russell's voice, contin- 





missionaries. This, incidentally, is|his act closing the bill. 
probably the only city in the werld | nena 


| nt/ ued to work during the pandemop- | 
| worn before the days of the white | jum that ensued half way through | financial difficulties, and was re-j| resorts and a night on the town 


Huddersfield, Eng., Aug. 13. | and the newly-opened Copacabana 
The Palace Theatre, only vaude | 4"¢ keeping the regulars away from 
| house in this Yorkshire town, is to| the beaches. and resorts. Reason 
| Shutter because of lack of support.| seems to be that foreigners with 
Theatre closed in 1954 owing to| heavy coin consider only the top 





opened in 1955. ‘ean be cheaper. 














that’ maintains two full-time hula | 





dance instructors on its municipal | 
recreation staff. | 


Par Circuit's 


Four Vauders 


The Paramount circuit will have | 
four vaudeville shows on the} 
boards during ‘the two-week pe- 
riod starting Aug. 23. Harry Le- 
vine, Paramount booker, has set 





| disk-jockey show at the Chicago 

| Theatre, Chicago, starting Aug. 23 ARI. Y 

Ley ~ — roy’ ~~ ~ es “A hard-hitting delivery and with the 

of Aug. wi ave three layouts | * ‘ 

|at the Regal, Chicago; Paramount, authority of ere spe who knows how And 

| Brooklyn, and the Nixon, Philadel- hit home. He's on long enough to mc.'.s 

phia. a@ good impression on everyone in the 
The Nixon is a newcomer to the house.” Jose. 

circuit, being a nabe house which 

|used to be a regular bigtime vaude DOROTHY KILGALLEN 

| stop, but hasn't had a stageshow in . 

leamne years. Gearse Wood, 2 New York Journal American 


WDAS deejay, will bring in a show 


to be topped by the Billy Williams | “Jack Durant hes been 





and funnier than ever: 


way for a long time, but he’s never 
been as funny as he is in his act at the 
Latin Quarter. He literally has the audi- 


“BACK on BROADWAY 


po? 


_ BILL SMITH 


Show Business 


“Jack Durant is the only comedian 
that | ever saw stop a show cold at the 
Latin Quarter.” 








CHARLES McHARRY 


New. York Daily Ne 
around Broad- re oh laa 


“Broadway producers looking for a 
heavy who can sing and dance and at- 
tract the matinee crowd who would do 





(New Owner hic, Conditioning * | Quartet and Paul Anka. } 
1” j 
Management) ‘Avaliable. -t 
Lee Saranac Lake 
S ' * | y Happy Benway 
ovanuine ov td ee” -@ Saranac Lake, Aug. 20. 
SAME STREET «| Benny Ressler, yesterday vaude- 
* ville and legit artist, rated above | 
$f .00 | $°7.00 Call: * par on his progress report that he 
uP | “p COlumbus x moved down with the ambulatory 
Single | Double 5-6300 | gang and was upped for three daily 
* 


meals in the main mess hall. As 
| provide of the Shamus Club who| 
} 


KAKA AAIAAAK KK I IIA 


KEN BARRY 


Aug. 26th Marks 


7th 

















provide milk, cookies, games for| 
the kiddies at the William Morris | 
| Memorial Park for free, he reports | 
| that the Park is overcrowded daily | 
|and the visiting folks claim it the} 
| philanthropic twist par excellence | 
|ever seen by them. Thanks go to 
Benny Ressler, A. B. “Tony” An- 
|derson, manager Schines Pontiac | 
| Theatre; Irving Altman, semi-pro | 
|magician-treasurer and Jefferson | 
Newbold ist pi » ‘aoe 
. Word receive ere a ay 
Appearance-in-one-year | McCarthy. ex-Rogers patient who 
| took up X-ray Technology here at 


at HARRY ALTMAN'S 
Glen and Town Casino Re-habilitation Guild. is now an ac- | 


|}complished Technician at a St.) 

Mgt.: Stuart & Will Weber, N. Y. || Louis hospital. 
After trips up here Otto Hay-| 
man of Columbia Pictures Gotham 
| office has triumphed over surgery. | 
| Has received his good health final | 
report with okay to resume work. | 
Patricia Matthews, whose hus- | 
| band is connected with Motiograph | 
COMEDY MATERIAL |Ine., Chicago, bingo’ed an all clear | 
35 geg files ONLY $15.00 ,and go home O.K. Mastered the) 
plus $1 for postege Stn ck in eight months. 

















SUMMER SPECIAL! 


FUN-MASTER 
PROFESSIONAL 


GOOD TILL SEPT. Ist ONLY The slogan of this Varrery col- 
umn for the past 30 years has been 
“THE COMEDIAN"—S$15 per year | “Write te Those Who Are Ill.” If 
“How te Master the Ceremonies” | every shut-in were to receive a 
A liliten : tesson for $3 per copy | letter like Arthur J. Slattery here 
i ft 
en See Saree oe i | ets from Jack Lucas of the 
Giant Encyclopedias of Classified Gags 

Ne €.0.D.’3... 

BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th St., N.Y.C., 19 Circle 7-1130 


harles W. Hoyt Co., of N. Y., his 
mental attitude in returning to 
good health would be drastically 
toned up. So, reprise that lyric— 
Those Who Are Il.” 








| “Write to 





VING MERLIN 
a 


CASINO TRAVEMUNDE 
LUBECK, W.: Germany 


Dir.: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 














of “WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND” 


Lucille and Eddie ROBERTS 


Annual Return Engagement, thru Augusf 28 
RADISSON HOTEL, is 


M.C.A, RIVERSIDE HOTEL, Reno, Sept. 12-25 











ence falling off their chairs.” 


LEE MORTIMER 


New York Daily Mirror 


ter. 


“Jack Durant, one of the most versa- 


tile comics in show business—and one 
of the funniest, too... 


EARL WILSON 
New York Post 


“BRAVO: Jack Durant’s comedy at the 


Latin Quarter.” 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMEDY FAVORITE 








Jack 


“ 


“The oustanding star of the Latin 


well to take a careful look at comedian 
Jack Durant, currently at the Latin Quar- 
The guy’s a natural.” 


GENE KNIGHT 


New York Journal American 








Quarter show is comedian Jack Durant. 


that’s all.’ 


This guy Durant, just ‘murdered ‘em,’ 





DURANT 





Currently HELD OVER 


LATIN QUARTER 


Management MILT STAVIN 


NEW YORK 


GEORGE CAPPY, Press Relations 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF AUGUST 21 


whether full 


Numerals in connection with bills below Indicate opening day of show 


or split week 


Letter in parentheses Indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivell; (W) Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall (P) 22 


Mario Alverez 


Kocketles Enrique Montoya 
Conrad Ludlow Virginia Morrison 
Wes Harrison Nancy Parker 
George Carl Manuel Del Toro 
Rexy (22) Ska Squires 
“Flesta at Roxy” Roxyettes 
Maria Antinea Roxy Orch 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE Balladinis 
Tiveli (T) 9 Billy Rayes 


Archie Robbins 
uisee (Z Bomb) 
ris 


P& J Yuile 
Antheny & Jeanette 
BLACKPOOL 
Palace (1) 19 

Mylda Baker 
Tanner Sis 
Odette Crystal 
Seany Roy 
George Mitchell 
Impere Bros. 
Janet Gray 
Martin Granger Co. 
Boliana Ivanke 
Joan Davis Co. 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodreme (mM) 19 
Chas. McDevitt 
Naney Whiskey 
McKinnon Sis 
Ron Parry 
A & B Black 
Terry Dene 
Dene-Aces 
Cilfferd Stanton 
2 Palmers 
Kenwayse 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra (Mm) 19 
Marion Ryan 
Miles 2 
Max Geldray 
Nelson Lieyd 
Shipway 2 
Roxy & Glenda 
2 Russmar 
Peter Quinton 


Winifred Atwell 
David Nixon 
Aileen Cochrane 
Rea Varney 
4 Jover 
Malta & Fernandos 
George Mitchell 
Belles & Beaux 
COVENTRY 
Hippodrome (1) 19 
Charlie Gracie 
Billy Russell 
Pharos & Marina 
Bela & Mary 
Michel & Erik 
Winters & Fielding 
Patsy Sylva 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (mM) 19 
Ronnie Carroll 
Marie De Vere 
Gladys Morgan 
Davy Kaye 
Fraser Hayes 4 
George Braund 
Pat Rosa 
Griff, Kendall 
GLASGOW 
Empire (mM) 19 
Lita Roza 
Flack & Mills 
Southlianders 
Grecos 
Arthur Worsley 
Donald B. Stuart 
Tommy Fields 
Mack & Kirk 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (Mm) 
Harry Secombe 


Darryl Stewart 
Johnny O’Connor 





2 Ea Juhasz 
Christine & Moll Alwyn Leckie 
Lebrac & Bernice Morgan 
Bobby Gonzales Pamela Godso 
Delicados Olivia Dale 
Williams & Shand Co. 
Buster Fiddess MANILA 
Kreada Rowe Grand Spore 
Frank Ward >” 
Della Vance Katherine 
Dionne Vail Co, 
Y HONG KONG 
Tivol (tT) 1 Ritz Cabaret (T) 19 
* Jehany Lockwood Darvas & Julia 
Bobby Limb BANGKOK 
Dawn Lake Cabaret (T) 19 
mggeiete Bros. & Demuth 
Aimee ADELAIDE 
Les Thaika Royai (T) 19 
Medlock & Marlowe | Luigi Infantino 
BRITAIN 
ASTON Billie Anthony 
Hippedrome (1) 19 | Rudy Horn 
Revel & Fields Dior Co. 
2. Chromatique Gimma Boys 


LONDON 
Metropolitan (i) 19 


Ricky 

Susan & Pardoe 
MANCHESTER 
Palece (mM) 19 


Mel Torme 
Gillian & June 
Dickie Dawson 
oy oe Wilde 
Kari Kari Sistera 
Mundy & Earle 
Dernos 


Mumford’s Co. 
De Vel & Co. 
NEWCASTLE 


em 
dave < 
fazel Gee 





y 
Mistin Jnr, 
NORTHAMPTON 
New (1) 19 
Connor & Drake 
Larry Gordon Co, 
MORWICH 
Hippedrome (1) 19 
Cortez 
Tony Dalton 
Pigalle 
PRINCE OF WALES 
(Mm) 


Dickie Henderson 
3 Monarchs 


Magay Sarragne 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (mM) 19 
Dave Gray 
Toni Kaye 
BOUTHAMPTON 
Grand (}) 19 


Southooe Belles 
SUNDERLAND 
* Empire (mM) 19 











Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 

Ben Soir Quintero Rhumbas 
Aune Russell Hetet Pierre 
Charles Manna tank 
Anita Ellis ra) ~ 9g 
Three Flames Joseph 
Bruce Kirby re elt 

Bive Angel Eddie Lane Ore 
T. C, Jones Mote! Taft 


Carol Burnett 
Mae Barnes 
Jimmy Lyon 3 


Bart Howard 
Bob Ritterbushk 
Casanova 
Jacques Zarow 
Alex Alstone 
Chateau Madrid 
Monica Boyar 
Panchito Ore 
Soceares Orc 
Copacahbane 


Don Cornell 
Larry Daniels 
Coronados 
Tom Rockford 
Mari Ann Cooper 
Tony Starman 
Michael Durso Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Ne 1 Fifth Ave 
Pesgy Ann Watson 
Bob Downey 
Harold Fonville 
Hetel Ampassador 
Chauncey Gray Ore 
Jani Sarkozi 
Gypsies 


Vincent Lopez Ore 

Milt Shaw Ore 
y Bari Ore 
Latin Quarter 

Jack Durant 

. vs 

George Matson 

M r Trio 


Chic James 
Waters 


Syncopated 

Jo Lombard! Ore 

B Harlowe Orc 
Park Sheraton 

Jan August 

Spork 


Vile “Bar 
Dick Todd 
Sophie Parker 


Jodie Carver 

Joel Shaw Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Chris Connor 


Waldorf-Astoria 
Count Basie 
Sarah Vaughan 
Haitwan Ders 


Slim Gaillard Bela Babai Ore 
CHICAGO 
Black Orchia Jo Ann McGowan 
Larry Storch Ros Pettinger 
A y Lincoln Bill Christopher 
Ocie_ Smith Gil Shepard & De 
Bive Angel Soto Sisters (3) 


“Calypso Fiesta” 
Princess Abilia & 


el 


Lord Calypso 
Prince Pablo, Lady 
Meliena & Lady 


Dina 

Corbett Monica 

Chez Adorables (6) 

Ted Fio Rito Ore 13 
Cloister Inn 

Ramsey Lewis Trio 

Lorez Alexandria 

Conrad 


on: liton 
“Ice Review Spec” 
Glenn & Colleen 
Miss Lucille 


Paul Gibbon & 
Sully Kothman 
Fred Napier 
Norman Crider 
Tune Tattlers (4) 
Charlie Fisk Ore 
Gate of Horn 
Bob Gibson 
Jo Mapes 
Frank Hamilton 
Lendon House 
Errol Garner Trio 
Eddie Higgins (3) 
Mister Kelly's 
Jackie Cain & 
Roy Kral 
Maya Angelou 
Shelley rman 
Marty Rubenstein 3 
Paimer House 
Hildegarde 
Mattison Trio 
Ben Arden Orch 





LOS ANGELES 


8. Gray's Band Box 
Billy Gray 
Lee m 
Carol Shannon 
rt Gordon 
Ric Marlowe 4 
Le Hermen (3) 
Bob Barley Trie 
Ceconut Greve 


F. Martin Ore 


Mort Sahl 
Interiude 

Bobby Short 

‘Uhamber Jazz Sex’t. 
Mecam 


John Carroll 
Frankie Sands Tric 
Paul ene Ore 
~—_ Colonna 
atier Hot 
Harry Babbitt 
Lloyd Lindroth 


Crescende V. Moreno &Rosalie 

Dave Brubeck Ed. Bergman Ore 
LAS VEGAS 

Desert inn Russ M 
Jan Peerce ines aed 
aapey Sembere Betty Hutton 

ohnson heoc 
Donn Arden. Dners as me & 
Carlton Hayes Ore Cee Davidson Ore 
“Pajama Game” pow a ve Trie 

y a 
Betty O’Neil Sende 
Buster West Marguerite Piazza 
Barbara Bostock Davis & Reese 
Garwood Van Ore | Copa Girls 

Gi Certer Antonie Morelli Orc 

on Deal ~~ gnowbeet 
a Moreno 

The G ated Taffy O'Nell 
Buster Hallett Ore | Garr Nelson 
a | ag om Srowvest Girls 
Roberta Sherwood - — 
Nejla Ates 


Sliver Slipper 
Hank Hi 
Caprice 
Barbary Coast Boys 


enry 





Ritz se iene — 
arky ye 
Goat Grant mee — 
Lou a ankee 
Ft _F Slipperettes 
Tune Jesters Geo. Redman Orch 
Jo Ann Castle Thunderbird 
Stardusters Four Lads 
Bob & Sylvia Joy Nemeth 
Golden Nugget Billy Wells & 
larry Ranch The Four Fays 
Jig Adams Rex Johnson 
Billy Regis Thunderbird Dnere 
Charlita Al Jahns Orch 
Riviera Tropicane 
Ken Murray Carol Channing 
ie Wilson Elaine Dunn 
Shecky Greene Judy Logan 
Ray Sinatra Ore Norvas Singers 
Royal Nevade Jack Costanza 
Sonny Howard Nat Brandywynne 
RENO 
Herolds Skylets 
J rs Ed Fitzpatrick Ore 
Phyllis Inez New Golden 
Harrah's 
Louis Prima 4 Tunes 
Kéeley Smith Hank Penny 
Sons of Pioneers Penthouse 4 
Tommy Sandi Riverside 
Betty & Escorts Dorothy Shay 


Mapes Skyroom 
Mickey Rooney 


Starlets 
Bill Clifford Ore 





LAKE 1AHOE 
Cal Neve Giovanni 
Tony Martin i Courtney Orc 
‘ Lotere Ders Stateline Country 
| Matty Malineck Ore Ciue 
Harrah's Bob Scobey 
berta Linn W oodsens 
er Bros Noel Boggs 


MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Ba'meral 
Billy Mitchell 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Tana Lenn 

Di Lide 
Mandy coupe Ore 
Othella Dal 
Jane Moore 
Bernie Sager 
J ena Ore 

Eden Roc 
Connie Towers 
Henny Youngman 
Kirby Stone 4 
Johnny Costa Trio 
Mal Malkin Orc 
Chico Cuban Boys 

Fontainebleau 

Johnny Puleo 
Harmonica Rascals 
Eileen Barton 
Rosanne Richards 
Jack Stuart Ore 
Sacasas Orc 


Pupi Ca Ore 
Natali Piel Trio 
London Towne 








Zeb Carver 
Ed Smith 


Arthur Blake 


Weela Gallet” — 
Jean Tourigny 
Lucerne 
Havana Mardi Gras 
Diosa Costello 
Milos Velarde 
Don Casino 
Tonia Flores 
Tony & Francella 
Juan Romero 
David Tyler Ore 
Luis Varona Ore 
Murray Franktin’s 
Steve Murray 


Murray Franklin 
Sue Lawton 
Eddie Bernard 
Nautilus 
Ken Barry 
Marriette 
Mario & Tonia 
Syd Stanley Ore 
Seville 
Dunhills 
Terry Haven 
Murri & Ruth 
Tommy Ryan 
Johnny Silvers Orc 
Rey Mambo Ore 


. Faye 
Al Stuart Archette 
Jimmy Grippo 





Fred 


Z Thompson 


{Tommy Angel Micki Marlo 
Vagabends | Dunhills (3) 

| Vagabonds (4) Frank Linale Orr 
HAVANA 

} Montmartre Gloria & Rolando 
Raul Mesa Sonia Calero 


Raquel Barisba | Vietor Alverez 
| Ivette De La Fuente | Dulzaides Singe1 


| Clarjsse Novo Ortega Orc 
| Gladys Bocay 

Guzman Singers Tropicana 
| Fajardo Ore Luis Garcia 


| acional 
| Lois O’Brien 
Martha Phillips 


Alberto Rochi 
Matzuko Miguel 
Gladys & Freddy 


Ray Carsorm Riveros 

Dancing Waters Dominique 

W. Reyes Orc Tropicana Ballet 
Sans Souci S Suare:. Org 


Claire Hogan 


| Fade In On Stage 
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other tenant) but he, Brandt, 
wouldn't go back if he could take 
the house for nothing. 

Killing off a number of show- 
cases, states Brandt, are these fac- 
tors: 

(1). The distributors are supply- 
ing an insufficient number of ade- 
quate-grossing pictures and too 
much money is demanded for those 
available. 

(2), Increase in 
costs. 

3). Old features on television. 

(4). Film companies’ growing 
tendency to bypass the first-run 
theatres in favor of saturation 
neighborhood runs. 

Because of the overall situation, 
Brandt believes that City Invest- 
ing’s Astor and Victoria Theatres 
will be forced to bow out of the 
picture. He said the Paramount 
(United Paramount Theatres) has 
taken such losses that they're be- 
yond his understanding. In the ef- 
fort to come upon top product the 
Par has been offering the distribs 
unusually heavy rental guarantees, 
such as an advance payment of 
$150,000 to Allied Artists for “Love 
in the Afternoon.” It’s also re- 
ported the Par guaranteed War- 
ners $200,000 for “Band of Angels” 
but this was adjusted after a dis- 
appointing run. 

The Roxy, noted Brandt, is set 
with the programming of 20th-Fox 
pictures, the Rivoli is similarly 
well fixed with Todd-AO entries 
and the Warner with Cinerama. 
But the State is shakey, according 
to Brandt, who commented that 
this Loew's outlet could be con- 
verted inte the best legit theatre 
in the country. 

Brandt has his doubts, too, about 
the Criterion whose product out- 
look appears bleak unless the sit- 
uation changes after marathon run 
of “Ten Commandments” and, per- 
haps, Metro's $5,000,000 “Raintree 
County.” Deal for booking the lat- 
ter is in the discussion stage. 

Theatreman also thinks the Pal- 
ace won't last long with its new 
policy of top pictures sans vaude- 
ville because of the number of top 
pictures on the market is insuf- 
ficient. 

The abundance of vintage feature 
product on tv is murder, moans 
Brandt. A good oldie, such as 
“Dancing Daughters,” is too much 
of a lure for the public when the 
comforts of home are weighed 
against the inconviences of travel- 
ing to a downtown theatre. 

Pieture business had conquered 
tv’s conventional programming so 
far as competition is concerned, 
Brandt opined. But then the film 
companies sold out their backlogs 
to tv and exhibitors are back in a 
life-or-death struggle. 

Chain operator is not all down- 
beat, however. He figures the tv'ing 
of the old films is stirring “more 
talk about pictures than I’ve heard 
in my 42 years in show ” 
This will lead to more theatre pa- 
tronage in the future—when tv 
runs out of the Hollywood product. 


Spanish Exchanges 
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operational 








coan provinces (San Sebastian and 
Bilbao), more modern and indus- 
trial than other regions. Catalonia 
is the region which holds more pix 
houses totalling 776 with only four 
provinces while the Andalousian 
region in the South with eight pro- 
vinces, totals 1093 houses. Basque 
and Guipuzcoan region, although 
prosperous by Spain's reckoning, 
have only 137 houses. 

Theatres in Spain won't close for 
lack of films, but American product 
is needed and desired and its 
absence regretted. 





Fort Wayne, Ind, — R. Morris 
Pierce, managing director of 
WANE-TV, is taking over the 


duties vacated in the recent resig- 
nation of Ben Baylor as general 





manager, 








left Joseph Tomlinson , . . Seven 


Hammerstein 2d to the Coast for 
ficials on “South Pacific’ before 
Hawaii. 


“Three Faces of Eve” at the Miller 
— 


Day weekend . . 
Rome Aug. 22-23 . 


WB's “Marjorie Morningstar.” 


Ray Anthony off to Europe via Sabena . 
the Coast for conferences with studio chief Buddy Adler. . . Darryl F. 
Zanuck’s “A Sun Also Rises” will open in 100 key cities over the Labor 
. British and French managers of 20th-Fox meet in 
. « Natalie Wood in from the Coast enroute to 
Scaroon Manor in the N.Y. Adirondacks for the location scenes for 





New York Sound Track - 


Continued from page 4 


Alert”... New York feature writers and film critics having a field day 
with motion picture company junkets—to Denver for Columbia’s “3:10 
to Yuma”; to Las Vegas for Paramount's “The Joker Is Wild,” and to 
the Adirondacks for WB’s “Marjorie Morningstar” . 
tion gets more and more confusing. In his book “Fight for Control,” 
David Karr, who represents Loew’ 
an acknowledgement to attorney Ben Javits, who represented and then 





. . Loew’s situa- 
s in corporate public relations, has 


new members have joined Loew's 


Stockholders Protective Committee organized by Harry Brandt. They 
include Charles Schlaifer, Bernard Kranze, Sol Strausberg, Percival 
Firber, Herman Becker, Leon Gruenberg, and Jacob Starr . . . Oscar 


final conferences with 20th-Fox of- 
heading for location shooting in 


Reck Hudson returning to the Coast after six months in Italy for 
David O. Selanicks’ “A Farewell to Arms” . 
Europe for the Roxy book of “A Sun Also Rises” . . . 20th will preem 


. . Mel Ferrer in from 


Theatre, Augusta, Georgia on Sept. 
. . Spyros P. Skouras to 








House Reviews 


Empire, Glasgew 
Glasgow, Aug. 15. 

Mel Torme (with Colin Beaton), 
Mumford Puppet Parade, Miki & 
Griff, Mandos Sisters (2), Des- 
mond & Marks, George Braund, 
Shipway Twins, McKinnon Sisters 
(2), Bobby’ Dowds Orch. 














Mel Torme proves a highly like- 
able entertainer with lotsa versati- 
lity at head of this average layout. 
U.S. singer, handsome, boyish and 
friendly, has neat singing intro to 
act, and introduces local touches 
as well as singing in French. He 
doesn’t evoke teenage sighs to any 
great extent, but remains high in 
standard as all-around entertainer, 
winding with a cute session on the 
drums. 

His numbers tange from “When 
I Fall In Love” to his ewn new 
waxing, written by himself, “Every 
Which Way.” Singer has good 
backing at the ivories frem English 
pianist Colin Beaton, te whom he 
pays due tribute in his act. — 
In support layout, Miki & Griff, 
a crazy mixed pair, score strongly 
in eccentric comedy, although the 
male imitates too much the style 
of comedy made popular here by 
Harry Secombe and other goon 
performers. Mumford’s Puppet 
Parade, presented by Frank & 
Maisie Mumford, is highlighted by 
a blonde poppet of a puppet billed 
as Mamzelle Zizi, French cabaret 
turn, which is manipulated amo’ 
outfronters caressing males an 
serenading customers. 

The McKinnon Sisters are a zest- 
ful kilted pair who open brightly 
in song & dance. The Shipway 
Twins, males, offer acrg stint on 
parallel bars, and maintain their 
own physical likeness in similarity 
of routines. George Braund uses 
audience participation for a stand- 
ard magice turn, the two Mandos 
Sisters execute fairly dangerous 
aerial act, and Desmond & Marks 
are a vigorous if overlong knock- 
about pair. Gord. 


EEE 


20th-Fox Plans 


=m «4~(Continued from page 11 Gomme 
smaller theatre also operated by 
20th-Fox. 

Pattinson also revealed that the 
policy switch had been d 

with circuit toppers with whom 
they were in active business asso- 
ciation, among them Cecil G. Bern- 
stein of Granada, D. J. (Jack) 
Goodlatte of Associated British, 
Sam King of Shipman and King, 
Sol Sheckman of the Essoldo cir- 
cult and Alfred Davis of the Davis 
Theatre, Croydon. They were unan- 
imously in favor of the project and 
had indicated full support. 

The new release system would 
extend to London suburbs a policy 
already effectively carried out in 
key provincial cities, where the 
latest releases open concurrently 
with the West End. Company had 
hoped to inaugurate the policy with 
pictures of the calibre of “Island In 





ber,” but had not.been able to 
overcome all the administrative 
problems involved. 20th-Fox is 
hopeful te launch the plan by the 
end of the year and is confident 
that it would lead to a substan- 
tial increase in the grossing capac- 


tinson didn’t think it would hurt 
business at their first-run house in 
the West End which depended 


ity of the theatres concerned. Pat- | good 


{ 

| generally speaking will run for 
|only two weeks, the pix will be 
| retained for longer periods at the 
Carlton if justified by returns. The 
films concerned would be offered 
on the standard general release 
pattern as heretofore, around eight 
weeks after their pre-release open- 


Critic Carmody 


Continued from page 3 Soo 


spite the fine impression created by 
Fonda, Carmody feels there could 
not be “a good enough reason” for 
star’s failure to be present to ac- 
cept his best actor award. 

Such “carefully selected” stars 
as Jimmy Stewart and Danny Kaye, 
he adds, could be tremendous good+ 
will agents, and turn out effective 
salesmen of U. S. films, if they 
had attended the Festivals. He does 
not think, incidentally, that the 
selection of stars need be related 
to the films that are chosen for 
competition. 

Carmody adds the recommenda- 
tion that Hollywood send a musical 
to one of next years’ festivals, 
largely because of the universal ap- 
peal of such pix. (N. Y. distributors 
dispute such popularity, found 
trouble peddling musical film in 
Europe—Ed.) 

Despite his enthusiasm for such 
overseas competitions, Carmody 
has reservations about an Ameri- 
can Film Festival. He feels that 
the Hollywood product would have 
to cop a majority of the awards 
“on the basis” of merit. If such 
a festival were held, however, he 
feels the opportunities of good-will 
are unlimited, and urges that it be 
held in Washington or New York, 
rather than Hollywood. 


Astaire in Japan 


=m Continued from page 2 coos 


of that, but I can’t depend on go- 
ing on forever,” he said. “Yet I 
feel fine and as I say, I never 
think of my age until I read about 
it. For the last 15 years I’ve been 
avoiding romantic interest because 
I just don’t like te play them— 
and there's the difference in ages. 
It’s not easy to get scripts that 
way.” 

Astaire refused te jump into the 
fray which has some of Holly- 
wood’s top names complaining 
about the paucity of good story 
material. 

He said, “In an era that pro- 
duced ‘Giant,’ ‘From Here to Eter-” 
nity’ and other great pictures, can 
you say it’s terrible? Good mate- 
rial is always hard to get.” 

No dawdler over the past, Astaire 
remarks to people who say to him, 
“Don’t you get a kick out of watch- 
ing your old pictures on tv?” He 
doesn't. “I'll occasionally run an 
old number so I'll see what I’ve 
done so I don’t repeat. I try never 














the Sun” and “Affair to Remem-},to repeat.” 


Astaire has made a few televi- 
sion appearances as a guest for 
friends. Astaire said he has never 
really performed on that 
He took tite positic: “I don’t want 
to mix tv with mr movie career. 
I don't think one ; 
from a promotional stands 





largely on the floating population. 





Although the nabe pre-releases 


regu 
tinued to be big at the boxoffice.” 





— he 


we wesc sarcrlo 
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Riviera, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug. 16. 
“Blackouts of °58," Ken Murray, 
Marie Wilson, Patienee & Pru- 
dence, Marquis Family, The De- 
Mattiazzis, Rover Boys (4), The 
Vogues (3), Ken Berry, Dorothy 
Dorben Dancers (12), Ray Sinatra 
Orch (12); presented by Sammy 
Lewis; $3 minimum. 





Ken Murray & Marie Wilson are 
up to their old tricks again — and 
this time they’re surrrounded by 
so many youngsters, their show 
might be a preview of “Blackouts 
of 1968.” Basically, Murray & Miss 
Wilson have the same gags they | 
used when they teamed for “Black- | 
outs of 1942”—and they both look | 
the same. Murray's the crew-| 
cutted, fast ad libber with cigar) 
& cane props; Miss Wilson is as | 
beautiful & cuddly, as ever—per- | 
haps more so. A nifty new intro} 
to this edition finds the Vozgues (3) | 
snging “Change the Show, But | 
Don’t Change Marie!” The tried | 
& true dialog exchange between | 
the stars, the snappy blackouts, | 
Murray’s turn in the audience with | 
Miss Wilson as a mindreader, and | 
the hilarious “Salvation Army” 
finale still get top yocks. And when | 
Murray asks how- many in the} 
crowd have seen “Blackouts” 
before, nearly everyone's hand is 
raised. 

The Marquis Family, one of the 
best chimp acts to hit Vegas, keeps 
the laughs coming. The Rover 
Boys (4) are pleasingly harmonious 
with their smooth singing of “You 
Can’t Have Everything,” “Sing You 
Sinners” and a medley of the “My | 
Fair Lady” tunes. The DeMat- 
tiazzis present a novel act in which 
a lifesized doll dance ends with a 
surprise—it’s a stunt drew helfty 
applause from first-nighters. 

Patience & Prudence, the young 
sisters whose disclicks include “I’m 
Gonna Get Along Without You” 
and “Tonight You Belong to Me,” 
get a noisy reception for these and 
all their offerings including 
“Money Tree,” latter being cleffed 
Ly their father, Mort MacIntyre, in 
collab with Cliff Ferre. It’s the 
first appearance for the girls on a 
stage, and they perform like vet-| 
erans. 

Ken Berry*does a graceful terp 
job as the cop in the opening num- 
ber, and more tricky dancing is 
supplied by Barry Ashton, Gret- 
chen Parks and Chris Brown with 
the Dorothy Dorben Dancers (12). 
Ray Sinatra orch solidly backs the 
package, with Sinatra himself as 
a George Spelvin in a very funny 
poker skit with Milt Charleston, 
Miss Wilson and Murray. “Black- 
outs” is booked for three weeks, 

Duke, 





Le Cupidon, N. Y. 
Lyda Fairbanks, Cindy Tyson, 
Howard Beder; $3.50-$5 minimum. 





Le Cupidon, in its final show- 

casing before its periodic facelift- 
ing, is displaying one of the more 
statuesque items to hit the spot 
since it first exhibited Tina Louise. 
Lyda Fairbanks, a blonde with 
striking coutouriering, looks like a 
singer who can develop a regular 
following in a’ room. She has a 
lot of orb appeal, and seems like a 
serious singing student who takes 
standards and tailors them to meet 
moods. 
In her first N.Y. exhibit, Miss 
Fairbanks indicates promise - for 
both large rooms and intimeries. 
She has a big veice which she 
sometimes has to tone down in this 
intimerie. The pipes have depth 
and roundness and a good timbre. 
At this point, she needs some 
added material to perk up the act 
in strategic spots. 

She’s billed as a socialite singer 
in the tradition of the ladies of a 
decade and more ago, such as 
Cobina Wright, Beverly Paterno, 
Adelaide Moffett and a few others. 


Miss Fairbanks has a lot of basic | in 


both physical and vocal, and seems 
on her way to making the grade. 
Le Cupidon has been working on 
a policy that calls for other singers 
at varied times. Cindy Tyson 
appears much later during the 
evening. Other singer is Howa 


Beder, who has an ebullient voice 
that’s easy to take. He does the 
emceeing as well. Jose. 





Fairmont, San Francisco 
“San Francisco, Aug. 15. 
Ted Lewis & Co. (Kathy Basic, 
Elroy Peace, Paul White, Sol 
Klein), Ernie Heckscher Orch 
(11); $2 cover. 


Ted Lewis is not for hippies, the 
cool set, but for the generation of 
tab-grabbers who generally wan- 
der into the Fairmont’s Venetian 
Room. He’s just right, combining 


powerful notalgia and a little comic 
relief in just about the correct 
proportions. 

He offers the same gab. the same 
songalog (“Be Yourself,” “It’s a 
Most Unusual Day,” “Sanny Side of | 





rd | begoff piece. 


the Street,” “When My Baby 
Smiles at Me,” “I'm Stepping Out 
with a it,” etc.) he’s 


been dishing out for years and au- 
dience loves it. 

He tootles “Tiger Rag” on his 
clarinet, harking k to 1917, sets 
his old tophat at a slightly more 
rakish angle to softshoe through 
“Me and My Shadow,” with Elroy 
Peace acting as the shadow. 

In odd spots of this 65-minute 
show, singer Kathy Basic gets her 
turn to do a couple of duets with 
Lewis and manages to pour out one 
very good solo, “Mr. Wonderful.” 

Peace gets a tupn at tap-dancing 
“Shine”’—a heavy applause-winner 
—and Paul White does an effective 


|““Woodman, Spare That Tree,” a la 


Bert Williams. 
Much less satisfactory is a bit in 
which Lewis pulls some fairly of- 


fensive Jim Crow material out of | 


his hat, and in which White has a 
female-impersonation routine. 
This stuff may have been great 35 
or 40 years ago, but it looks and 
sounds terribly shoddy in 1957. 
Otherwise, Lewis gets over big, 
ets perfect assistance from Sol 
Klein leading Ernie Heckscher is 
smooth orch. Show runs four 
weeks, Stef. 


Beach Clab, Wildwood 
Wildwood, N.J., Aug 17. 
Eartha Kitt, Lou Monte, Hal Lo- 
man & His Playmates, Penny Park- 
er, Bob Lappin, Ray Eberle Orch 
(15); no cover. or minimum, 








Sexy, sultry Eartha Kitt makes 
her second appearance in the Wild- 
woods to good houses at the 3,100- 
seat Beach Club. Last time out, 
she starred at Club Bolero. 

She sings “I Wanna Be Evil,” 
“I'm Just A Little Girl,” “An Old 
Fashioned Millionaire,” “Let's Fall 


In Love,” “Take My Love,” “Apres | 


Moi” and “C’est Si Bon.” 
beautifully gowned. Her songalog, 
built around the world’s oldest 


commodity, nets her a good recep-| 


tion. 


fers the most original, zesty and 
zingy dance routines ever to bounce 
around a local night club stage. 
The well-stacked, beautiful blondes 
have male ringsiders drooling in 
their drinks. : 


Lou Monte registers well and his | 
attractive singing make one won-. 


der why he doesn’t come up with 
some more record hits. His ap- 
pearance is striking, wearing a 
black tux and carrying a snow 
white guitar. He opens with 
“Liza,” followed by “Forgive Me” 
and a socko version of “Fascinating 
Rhythm.” He follows this up with 
“Darktown Strutters_ Ball,’ 
“Roman Guitar,” “Up A_ Lazy 
River” and “Sorrento.” Math, 


500 Club, «. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 17. 

Nat King Cole, Corbett Monica, 
Conn & Mann, Lee Henderson 
Dancers (8) with Fred Taylor, 
Pete Miller Orch (16) directed by 
Joe Frasetto; $5 minimum week- 
ends, $3 weekdays. 


It’s Nat King Cole’s first venture 
into the 500 Club's big’ Vermillion 
Room. Capacity audience at dinner 
show brought him back for four 





encores after nearly an hour of 


songs that brought top reception. 
He bids to be one of the best draws 
Paul “Skinny” D'Amato has booked 


this season. 

Cole is ably backed by | own 
trio, Lee Young on drums, Charlie 
Harris on bass and John Collins on 
guitar. The Pete Miller orch di- 
rected by’ Joe Frasetto is augu- 
mented four violins whose 
background music makes some of 
the numbers standouts. One of 
these is “Stardust,” which regis- 
tered as the best of the 14 songs 
offered by Cole. Outstanding also 
are “There Goes My Heart,” ““Mak- 

z Whoopee,” “Calypso Btues,” 
with Young working with him on 
the drums; “Why Can’t A Woman 
Be Like a Mah,” from “My Fair 
Lady,” “Just One of Those Things,” 
“Melody of Broadway,” with the 
bop number “Send for Me,” his 


Versatility is shown as he plays 

“Night Lights” on the concert 

after doing the lyrics. Cole 

ucks the standup mike from song 

to song to play piano bits of the 

number he is offering while he 
continues standing. 

Comic Corbett Monica is another 
new face in the 500 Club and rates 
another bid * ‘he ca the 
greats of show biz and offers patter 
and jokés which could have kept 
him out front for a much longer 
time if the customers had had 
their way. 

Conn & Mann are a team of nice 
hoofers also in the club this season 
for the first time. Open with spot 


nice routine. 


Fred Taylor round out nicely-knit 
show. ‘alk, 


|Ambassador Hotel, L. A. |rience, Mathis is a cinch for the| Beverly Hills, Newport 


top cafes. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 14. Johnny Puleo is in a tough spot, 


| Marge & Gower Champion, Bob 
Dixon, Richard Pribor, Freddy Mar- 


i | but t i as 
, tin Orch (12); $2-$2.50 cover. ae, oot, Msp pecking, fast 


sustains the how! quotient on high | 
to earn him a holdover deal for 
next week. He's evidently changed | 
'dance teams and then there are|the personnel in his harmonica | 
|The Champions—a class distince- | aides-straightmen, the loss of co- 
|tion that makes all the more dis- hesive musicmaking being evident, 
apuctetine, tae jerpetearecs tite [fake sereeEailions ast ‘ete 
a arge ower serve up for § J s a e 
their current fortnight at —_ Co- | basics of the act, any musical lack 
coanut Grove. It's a 45-minute | is glossed over in the laughter en- 
showcasing that tantalizes by con- —— The a a guy has 
centrating on too-cute productions | added pieces of biz for the new 
land providing only the briefest |crew, to provide more toppers in 
glimpse of the real talents of the |the yock build. He's called back 
eng oe has, become the post of og ns , ow 
ne American choreo attractions. ugie argo tee o he pro- 
Not that the layout isn’t enter- | C¢edings in sock style befitting the 
taining; it has appeal and some |id0, “Their patiernings are. per 
charm. Bu e numbers wou © | _ er tie rt | 
far more effective as highlights of /ustal, exciting. Murray Schlamm. 
an dna aie ane (eal offering (BEC while Sacasas and his crew 
for cafe customers. Best of the | ditto on the-backgroundings. Join- 
|routines is “The Music Stopped,” | ine Puleo this wetk are Eileen | 
in which the Champions realiy | 8aton and Rosanne. 
dance, displaying the style, the 





There are dance teams and 





Lary. 


{tunes in rangy, rich baritone. 


Newport, Ky., Aug. 16. 
Steve Lawrence, Gene Baylos, 


following a four-encore Mathis. | Donn Arden Dancers (10), John 


, Gardner Benedict Orch 
Jimmy Wilber Trio, Larry 
Vincent; $3 minimum, $4 Sat. 





Newcomer Steve Lawrence, off 
to a fast start in winning Greater 
Cincinnati cafe society favor, and 
Gene Baylos, firmly established 
com-c, contribute a heap of enter- 


| tainment value to the current two- 


framer at Northern Kéntucky’s 
“lass casino. For added measure 
over a 70-minute route, the Donn 
Arden unit scores with two gay 
and artistic song & dance rov- 
lines, The group features John Ju- 
liano, baritone, and Mary Fassett, 
local coloratura soprano, who is 
promising in her pro debut 
Lawrence, tv youngster with the 
polish of a vet, builds solidly 
through a half-hour cycle of pop 
He 
socks home “Come Rain or Come 
Shine,” “I've Got You Under My 


| Skin,” “My Baby Just Cares for 


Me” and “Making Whoopee.” 


vibrancy and the elegance that ee B , 

: . . aylos keeps the laugh meter 
have put them at the top of their Sands, Las Vegas | clicking for aienten mincing 
jfield. It is excellently choreo- Las Vegas, Aug. 16. | freshies with his stock of stand- 


|graphed and excellently danced— 
land it’s exactly the sort of thing 
| they should do more of during the 
|show. Numbers like “The Lec- 
}ture,”’ an amusing and imaginative 
“experiment” in portraying the ef- 
|fect of various tonalities on the 
|nervous system, or the now- 
|familiar “The Clown,” are fine but 


| Marguerite Piazza, Pepper Davis 
|}& Tony Reese, Copa Girls (12), 
| Antenio Morelli Orch (15); pro- 
| duced by Jack Entratter; choreog- 
|raphy by Bob Gilbert & Renne! 
Stuart; $2 minimum, 








Marquerite Piazza’s latest re- 
prise into the Copa Room proves 


| iet's 


bys. Gets big returns with non- 
blinking of Cantor-like eyes at in- 
tervals in telling about “those 
pains, in my head.” 

Location music talent, addding 
to long stays, has Gardner Bene- 
combo for show backdrep, 
Jimmy Wilber Trio for intermis- 
sion dancing, and Larry Vincent, 


She's | 


Hal Loman & His Playmates of- | 


overlong, and the breather they 
take with “Margie” has a tendency 
to get too cloying. What they do, 
they do with great skill and polish 
|and they are, as ever, a delight to 
| watch; the impact, however, is viti- 
|ated by the choice of routinirig. 
Champions work with tenor Bob 
|Dixon as an emcee-singer and he 
also serves as “professor” in the 
lecture routine. Dixon has a pleas- 
ant,- easy vocal style, particularly 
on “When You Go Dancing,” the 
effective new intro written by Bob 
Wells and Richard Pribor. Latter 
effectively batons the Freddy Mar- 
{tin orch for the Champions’ por- 
|tion of the show and the band it- 
|self gets the layout underway with 
ja rousing five-minute “Holiday in 
Mexico” medley. F 
As usual, the dance floor is too 
| small 
| footwork fans. 


Bal Tabarin, N. Y. 
Miss Lili, Tommy Ford, Line (6), 
Lou Harold Orch; $3.50 mitttmum. 


The Bal Tabarin is one of the 
oldest niteries in the Broadway 
sector. This tiny French empor- 
jum, now under new management, 
is sticking primarily to its accus- 
tomed policy which calls for a line 
of Can Can cuties, plus Continental 
and American acts. 

After a summer hiatus, the Bal 
Tab rushed the fall season with its 
bow, and has come up with a 
pleasant show. Miss Lilli, further 
described under New Acts, fills the 
singing section nicely, and gives 


Kap. 





to rest. 

Tommy Ford has a pleasant mien, 
but is woefully lacking in material 
up to Broadway standards. He 
seems like an earnest lad with a 
potentially good delivery, but at 
this point he needs writing to bring 
out any capabilities. 

The six-girl line is colorfully 
routined and garbed. Lou Harold 
orch beats out the show with 
precision and supplies a spot of 
dancing. Tew, 


Fentainebleau, M. B’ch 
Miami Beach, Aug. 19. 

Johnny Puleo & Harmonice Res- 

cals, Johnny Mathis, Augie & 

Margo, Murray Schlamm, Sacasas 
Orch; $3.50 beverage minimum. 








, git y ee is — for the 

t ohnny . making 
his first Fe Fy in this area, 
is a definite addition to the small 
list of songsters who can make it 
in a big way in the plushier bistros 
along the oceanfront run. 

There was a plentiful n 
of his recently won platter fans in 
the audiences opening night build- 
ing near-overflow atten , in 
itself a noteworthy achievement 
at this time of dwindling biz 
around the bistros. Mathis, though 
still showing a neophyte touch in 
tendency to punch too heavily on 

e of his “big” arrangements, 
for example, an overblown “Baba- 
lu,” overall wraps up with his ba!- 
ladings a la the click “It’s Not For 
Me To Say.” The trick neg +] 
and artful shadings a hold 
rapt attention from auditors. 
When he hits into a free-wheeling 
“Black Magic” he a 
flair for an uptempo beat that 
raises up a palm storm. With more 
routining’ balance and inevitable 
smoothening that comes with expe- 





that the Vegas bistros are wise in 
booking an opera star who knows 
how to please both the longhairs 
and crewcuts. Miss Piazza's act, a 
fast-moving romp somewhat 
here, opens with “Mattinata,” and 
continues with a motley mixture 
including “Around the World,” 
“Shall We Dance?” “My Heart Re- 
minds Me,” “Les Filles De Cadix,” 
“Summertime” and a jumping 
Dixieland production in which she 
socks “Basin Street” and “When 
the Saints Go Marching In.” 

The beautiful soprano gets top 
mitts with the inevitable “Un Bel 
Di,” ~done with stirrin emotion. 
Jack Bunch embellishes her num- 
|bers with smooth ballet hoofing, 
land she gets excellent assistance 





|\from John Cali on guitar, mando-| 


| 


| 


to accommodate Martins jin and banjo. 


Antonio Morelli! 
masterfully batons his orch with 
tasteful shading. 

Pepper Davis & Tony Reese are | 
welcome returnees with their zany 
patter, top-savvy terps, okay im-| 
preshes and novelty drumming. | 


| Especially effective is a flickering 
|skit which is their version of old 


flickers on tv. 
Two ambitious production num- | 
bers featuring the big voice of Bob | 


Kay, and the comely precision terp- | 


jing Copa Girls balance the show | 


streamlined since her last venture | 


singing pianist, in the cocktail 
lounge. ou. 


Gatineau, Ottawa 
Ottawa, Aug. 16. 
Joan Roberts & Her Escorts (3), 
|3 Riffs, Barry Dale, Craig Daye 
| Dancers (6), Champ Champagne 
| Orch (8); $1 admission. 





Gatineau Club has seldom of- 
fered its customers such class show 
)as its current bill, topped by Joan 
| Roberts & Her Escorts ‘(New Acts), 
/a high-quality session featuring the 
j|femme who sang the original 
| Laurey role in “Oklahoma.” Stanza 
jis getting big kudos at all shows. 
| Three Riffs got off to bad start 
;}on opener by missing a cue but 
gradually hauled the stubholders 
back with them by producing a 
clicko stanza of clean-cut arrange- 
ments with poate of tune contrast. 
Trio works hard to good reception, 
biggest mitting going to an easy- 
going string of impressions. Barry 
Dale, who filled the lost Riffs cue 
neatly, emcees and chants with the 

e. 

Craig Daye has dressed his line 
of lookers in lavishly effective cos- 
tumes and set them up in three 
new routines themed for football, 
the blues and a Siamese routine, 


the show a good peg upon which | 


& | his 


|which is set through Sept. 3. 
Duke 





Black Orchid, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 13. 
Larry Storch, Abbey Lineoln, 
Ocie Smith, Joe Parnello Trio; 
$1.50 cover. 


Both Larry Storch and Abbey 
Lincoln have played this room be- 
fore, each less than a year ago, 
and the near full house which 
greeted them opening night made 
it clear their return was none too 
soon. Storch, in particular, with 
essentially the same act he brought 
in last January, found his trade- 
marks more than durable. 

That Storch’s delivery should 
transcend his material, which isn't 
always the sharpest or the fresh- 
est, testifies to his increasing 
stature as a comic of the front 
rank, He paces his routines brisk- 
ly, keeps them varied and seem- 
ingly spontaneous, and makes cap- 
ital of a pliable face.- Act builds 
ey after a weak opener -and 
by mid-point reaches its peak. 

Mimicry is his big advantage. 
and Storch slips in and out of dia- 
lect as easily as he does the comic 
hats. Biggest laugh-getters, apart 
from his C rant and Gary 
Cooper impreshes, is his guise as 
a cowboy singing a 10-gallon ver- 
sion of “Over the Rainbow” and 
getaway panto of French 
dancers. 

Abbey. Lincoln, a sultry dish 
with a lissome figure, sings an in- 
teresting variety with an intoxicat- 
ing slowness. Even the uptunes 
are dealt out to a deliberately re- 
strained metronome, and the ef- 
fects are itive. Gal has what 
it takes—the looks, sexy voice, and 
good taste—and needs, perhaps, 
only an inspired attitude to be 
able to sell in the more plush re- 


gions. 

Ocie Smith, who opens the show, 
is a good looking. clean-voiced 
baritone who can hold down the 
ordinary vocal assignment well 
enough but who, at this stage, is 
neither distinguished nor com- 
manding enough for more than the 
warmup chore here, Les. 





probably the three nicest produc- 
tions this line has used up to date, 
Gorm, 


Lucerne, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Aug. 13. 
“Havana Mardi Gras” starring 
, Diosa Costello with Milos Velarde, 
| Don Casino, Tonia Flores, Tony & 
|Francella, Juan Romero, Mardi 
| Gras Girls, Luis Varona Orch, Dave 
| Tyler, musical director; $3.50 mini- 
mum, 





There have been several cast 
| changes in this fast-moving revue 
| since it departed a click winter run 
| in this spot for a longtermer in Las 
| Vegas, before returning for inde- 
| finite stay. 
| Summer vacationers go for the 
|colorful, spirited tempo in which 
| the revue is staged. Biz has been 
on the solid side, leading owner 
Oscar Markowich to plan extended 
run at least through Labor Day, 
probably longer. Supporting cast 
|in the south-of-the-border genre, 
|with Miles Velarde a Cantiflas 
lookalike (and of same school of 

panto-comedics) a laugh sparker 
| via versatile approach to his scene 
; and dance segments. 

| Don Casino, who has worked 
|with Miss Costello for some time 
now, fits into the Latin pic adeptly 
—a handsome, full-voiced lad, he 
belts across mixture of Spanish- 
|American pops for big returns. 
| Tonia Flores, who was in “Around 
The World” duplicates her cas- 
| tenet-heel-toe clickings to add 
j}authentic flavor to the goings-on, 
| as does the team of Tony and Fran- 
cella, a tiny pair of Cubano-types 
|who free-wheel their hip-swings 
into a rousing set of routines. 

Miss Costello wraps things up. 
She wears her years around the 
'nitery belt well; is slim and vital as 
when she first hit the stateside lo- 
jeations with her fractured English 
| and Latino chirps and breezy, brash 
approach to ringsiders. Reprise of 
her “Bloody Mary” chant from 

“South Pacific” is capper to a 
‘song and torso-cyration whing-ding, 
making for solid change of pace. 

j Lary. 
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Shows Out of Town 


West Side Story 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
Robert E. Griffith & Harold S. Prince 
production (by arrangement with Roger 
. Stevens) of m drama in two 
acts (5 seenes). Book, Arthur Laurents; 
music, Leonard Bernstein; lyrics, a 





Mach Ado Aboat Nothing 


Stratford, Conn., Aug. 7. 
American Shakespeare Festival Theatre 
of three-act comedy by William Shake- 
| speare. Stars Katharine Hepburn, Alfred 
| Drains; features Mitchell Agruss, Stanley 
| Bell, Jack ener Morris Carnovsky, 





0 . Features Carol | John Colicos, Easton, Larry 
sone tae iy Roy, | Gates, Donald Harron, Lois Nettleton, 
lee Becker, David Winters, Tony | Richard Waring. Staged by John House 
Mordente, Eddie Roll, Direction and | men and Jack Landau; scenery — 2 
chor a d ; co-chore- | tumes, Roub er- jan; lighting, 
choresgrephy, Jerome Daas Tharon Musser; music, Virgil Thomson; 


ographer, Petér Gennaro; costumes, Irene | 


Sharaf; lightmg. Jean Rosenthal; scenery, 














| dances, John Butler; production super- 














| 
| 
| 


| fine as 


» ; ; . Bernstein, | visor, Jean 4 At American | 
Oliver Sane ie tes mage diree- oo pg Festival Theatre, Stratford, 
tion, Max Goberman; pr associ-|Conn., Aug. 7, '57; $4.80 top. 
ate, Sylvia Drulie, At National Theatre, | Leonato a cbawa vine aa plaka Colicos 
; Bv.ww VORP, 8 | BESROW RTE st tte eee eee a » 

Weaungee, Aug. 9. samedbct | Beatrice oe ek cdegeos Katherine Hepburn 
OG ... cowbeceseseannennean Mickey Calin Hero “ ..... Lois Nettleton 
Beet ac seve cscesuveaemas Larry Kert | Don Pedro .. Stanley Bell 
BM, vccnavedeanact Eddie Roll Bengdick .. ... Alfred Drake 
ee ads 1 ccd Tony Mordente {Cs io .. Richard Easton 
Baby John David Winters Don John . Richard Waring 
Snowboy Grover Dale Conrade Mitchell Agruss 
Tiger Harris | Borachio .............- Jack Bittner 
D “ ie a ccecedeeeueeueen Hank Brunjes | Antonio . Morris Carnovsky 
sn alg Elailipe be Tommy Abbott | Balthazar . Russell Oberlin 
Mouth Piece ... Frank Green |Margaret ... Sada Thompson | 
Big Deal  ) "Martin Charnin | Ursula ... Jacqueline Brookes | 
Graziella .....ssceeeseess Wilma Curley | Dogberry ..........%.+« Larry Gates 
Wales | .na0sacs> suas Carole D’Andrea | Verges |... ....666-csnaee Donald Harron | 
Minnie ...cecccrcecerees te Rosen (Watchmen .........++054- Richard Lupino, 
Clabes. «ss. ceccewseee. Marilyn D’Honau P William Cottrell | 
Anybodys ... . ker | Friar Francis ............. Kendall Clark 

“THE SHARKS | typ cepacia rman John_ Frid | 
Bernardo ......+++-+++ Kenneth Le Roy _ Soldiers and Servants: Conrad Brom- 
SEhGER cs ccveneat eeuueeN Carol Lawrence berg, James Cahill, Harley Clements, 
Anita ... Chita Kiera | Benita Deutsch, Michael Kasdan, Michele 
Chine . Jamie Sanchez j La Bombarda, Michael Lindsay-Hogg, Su-_ 
Pepe . George Marcy | san Lloyd, Michael Miller, David Milton, 
Indio ’ Noel Schwartz | Joe Myers, o Narizzano, Ira Rubin. 
Lule ..ccccccccccesecceseeees Al De Sio | Judith Steffan, D. J. Sullivan, Peter Tryt 
ARRIOUS 000 0ccccscceceseeses Gene Gavin | ler, Jack Waltzer, Ellen Weston. 
Nibbles .....cscereeeeseeeere p od - . 
grew Ernie Cantaido| The play’s not the thing this 
Moose .».. Sack Murray |time at Connecticut’s American 
Rosalia ..sessssssseeeees Marilyn Cooper Shakespeare Theatre Festival. 
Consuelo --s-""-"""*"" Garmen Guiterrez | Rather it’s an ingenious display of 
Pramelee® .o+0+ereeccees Elizabeth Taylor |showmanship, talent and _ stage- 
ne Dd hte ern plane [craft to make the third and last 

sreuer® THe ADULTS production of the 1957 season, the 
Doc eeee te aes | nano |lightweight “Much Ado About 
ener sc. cccteoe - William Bramley Nothing,” an appropriate culmina- 
Gladhand ee John, — tion for a successful summer. 

. 4 ie, Je . 

nn Eg a gg Your:| When John Houseman and Jack 
self,” The Dance at the Gym, “Mare. Landau decided to change the time | 
The, mm art vec Pretty,” “Some- and place to the mid-19th century | 
where,” “Gee Officer Krupke,” “ y |in Spanish-mission Texas they sig- 


“Gee e, Bo: 
Like That.” “I Have a Love,” Baunting. 





New York’s longrun hits can 
move over and make room for 
“West Side Story.” It should 
remain profitably on Broadway for 
a couple of years or more. 

This still-unfinished Leonard 
Rernstein-Arthur Laurents-Steve 
Sondheim musical has 


ment, timeliness, sock choreogra- 
phy, and a fine offbeat score. 
has an unusual and tragic plot. 

It lacks some things, but not 
enough to hurt it much. Before its 
five weeks on the road are com- 
pleted, it should be polished to the 
finest musical since “My Fair 
Lady.” 

“West Side Story” is the Romeo 
and Juliet story made topical. The 
feuding Capulets and Montagues 
are two teenage Manhattan street 
gangs, the Jets, composed of native 
New Yorkers and the Sharks, made 
up of Puerto Rieans. 

There is a conscious effort to 
sell New Yorkers on the love-thy- 
neighbor theme toward the Puerto 
Ricans, who are strange because 
they are lonesome. Finally, there 
is a plea to better the conditions 
which make teenage gangs. 

Fortunately, except for the latter 
port of the second act, the mes- 
sages don't get in the way of the 
action. Presumably most of the 
between-the-lines preaching will be 
shoved below the level of con- 
sciousness before “West Side 
Story” reaches Broadway. 

An interesting commentary on 
the ingredients which make up the 
show is found in the program | 
credits. The names of the writers | 
and the choreographer and direc- | 
tor are in considerably larger and | 
blacker “type than those of the, 
leading players. That is the way | 
it should be, for “West Side Story” | 
has a talented, no-name cast of | 
earnest young players. But its/ 
music, its danees and its lines are | 
more important. 

The excitement begins in the} 
opening scene, for instance, a 
ballet street brawl between the two 
gangs. Robbins carries through 
later with an even bigger gang | 
fight in which two youths are slain, | 
a dance attended by both gangs | 
and several other numbers of | 
equal pitch. One of his most am- | 
bitious efforts, however, a_ full-| 
Stage dream ballet fails to come, 
off as it should. | 

You can tick off the Bernstein 
songs that are going places. They | 
include the sentimental “Maria” | 
and “Tonight” and “I Feel Pretty.” | 
There is syncopating s'zzler_ in 
“Cool” and a topical gag number | 
called “America,” done by the} 
Puerto Rican girls, | 

Generally, the dancing is well | 
above the vocalizing. Topping the | 


success | 
stamped all over it. It has excite- | 


nalized a holiday for their art staff 
—Rouben Ter-Arutunian to create 


era and to adapt his Stratford lat- 
tices to the old southwest real 
estate, Tharon Musser to add the 
right lighting under Jean Rosen- 
;thal’s supervision, and Virgil 
|Thomson to compose an infecti- 
ous score. 
Thus 





beautifully accoutered, 


and ships it from the Coast in 
separate suitcases, on separate 
planes. 

He has attached time bombs to 
the suitcases so the evidence will 
be destroyed. But one bomb is 
discovered after it has caused only 
a small fire, implicating the wife, 
and the killer maneuvers condi- 
tions to make everyone, including 
her, think she’s unbalanced. Only 
the perserverance of a sympa- 
thetic detective clears her. 

Geiger may have originally writ- 
ten this for television and then 
padded it for the legit version, 
which would explain long, static 
stretches. This verbosity dimin- 
ishes the impact and reveals plot 
holes. The second act, in particu- 
lar, needs revision. - 

Local production by George 
Boroff is generally engrossing and 
it has been well staged by Robert 
Karnes, who also effectively plays 
a legal lothario. Anna Karen is 
the harried heroine and 
there is good support from Sandra 
Gould as her friend and Ward 
Wood as the cop. Walter Kelley, 


|despite some opening night slips, 


iniects considerable terror into the 
role of the psychopath and Doris 
Karnes and Herman Rudin are 
both okay in the remaining two 
roles. Kap. 


Show Abroad 


Hew Can We Save 
Father? 


London, Aug. 7. 
English Stage Co. presentation of one- 
act comedy-drama by Oliver 





arlow Wil- 





Outline 


[BACKGROUND 


has the assignment. 


it or not. 


of Facts 


STUFF—LEGIT] 


Union regulations make strasge show-fellows. p 

When Michael Ellis was producing Broadway shows some years 
ago in partnership with James Russo, their pressagent and friend 
was Samuel J. Friedman. Later, after Ellis took over operation 
of the Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa., his relationship 
with the p.a. chilled. It seems the producer was convinced that 
Friedman was the one who had informed the Assn. of Press Agents 
& Managers of a supposed violation of union regulations. 

Recently, Ellis booked a tuneup engagement of the T. ¢. Jones 
solo show, “Mask and Gown,” for the week of Sept. 2. The ATPAM 
has ruled that the show is a pre-Broadway tryout and that its pro- 
ducer, Leonard Sillman, must hire a pressagent for the strawhat 
stand. As an associate of Bill Doll, Sillman’s regular p.a., Friedman 


Under ATPAM rules, Eliis’s regular pressagent cannot work on 
“Mask and Gown,” but the assigned man must be on hand to de 
the publicity for the show. Therefore, unless Doll makes a shift 
and assigns another member of his staff to the job, 
work at the Bucks County Playhouse that week, wh 


edman must 
her Ellis likes 


As of the moment, the Ellis-Friedman deep freeze is still on. 





Simeon and Laura 
East Hampton, N.Y., Aug. 16. 


Hampton, N. Y., August 12, °57. 


Gucccetee .. Norah Howard 
Mr. Wolfstein . «+.» Tom Pedi 


David Prentice 









. Orson Bean 





|kinson. Features John Moffat, John ‘j 

| Phillips. Staged by Peter Wood; decor, ——e Teh “Sicen Walken 

Clare Jeffery. At Royal Court Theatre, | Barney .//./2/2/5253777"". Peter Coffeen 

La or, Cee eee ee 2 ee ee orewooesw Richard Allenwood 

Pinion-Cleaver ......... John Phillips” . Jan wson 

ure. Pinion-Cleaver .. ansen Rhment ..’ Pamela Gruen 
“Pe ee st aureen Quinney 

Angela GaeBee soit - -Jeoqueline A a 
i TEL -Margaret cro: P 

Susen Das ~ anson| “Simon and Laura” looks like a 


a wardrobe rich in the color of the) 


|“Much Ado” becomes a showpiece | 


|for fun by Katharine Hepburn and 
| Alfred Drake, both enjoying hap- 


repertory assignments respectively 
“Merchant of. Venice” and 
“Othello”), and a_ skilled, good- 
looking company of associates. The 
play is broad, taking off with gun- 
shooting from the aisles and clos- 
ing with the almost slapstick cap- 
ture of the villain. Yet the com- 
;edy is at its best when Miss Hep- 
|burn’s Beatrice and Drake's Bene- 
jdick are surrendering to the love 
|they resisted and when the other 
| lovers, Hero and Claudio, are over- 
| coming their obstacles. 

| Lois Nettleton and Richard Eas- 
|} ton, who has been cast as a comic 
‘in the other plays, are excellent 
jas the beleaguered sweethearts 
Richard Waring doesn't play the 





makeup, 
enough. 


villainous 
Dogberry 


but he is 
Larry Gates’ 
|Spanish, yet effectively malapro- 
|pian, Stanley Bell’s Don Pedro, 
| John Colicos’ Leonato, Jack Bitt- 
/ner’s Borachio, Morris Carnovsky’'s 
; Antonio and Donald Harron’s Ver- 
ges are valuable. contributors. 

By this time the extraordinary 
adaptability of this playhouse and 
its ramped stage has been so im- 
pressively demonstrated that it 
has become one of the operation's 
major distinctions. 

“Much Ado” is slated for four 
shows weekly until the end of the 
season Sept. 8, its repertory mates 
playing twice each. Elem. 


Fool Me Twice 


Hollywood, Aug. 9 

Gocats Boroff production of melodrama 
by Milton Geiger. Directed by 
Karnes. At Circle Theatre, 
Aug. 9, 1957; $3.30 top. 
Mrs. Liska ssececesess+-DOFis Karnes 
Carel Weaver Anna Karen 
Barbara Franzen 
Arthur Tappan 
Lt.Hagen : 
Lt. Saffron 
CO aa 


Hollywood, 





Sandra Gould 
Robert Karnes 
Ward Wood 
Herman Rudin 
.. Walter Kelley 


eee re ee 


Despite the preponderance of 
such fare on_ television, there 
should still be a market for tales 
of terror, psychological or other- 
wise, and Milton Geiger’s new 
play, “Fool Me Twice,” is such a 
prospect. It needs rewriting to 
maintain tension, but the story 
line makes it a candidate for films 

Geiger has shrewdly blended fa- 


; whole. 
pier casting than in their other) 


eee Mary 
.. Robert Stephens 
John Moffatt 





Alexander ae 
Edwin Goosebell 





One of the prime objectives of 
the English Stage Co. operation of 
the Royal Court Theatre is to en- 
courage offbeat entertainment— 
and that’s presumably the justifi- 
cation for staging this one-acter by 
Oliver Marlow Wilkinson. It’s a 
strange mixture of intellectual ar- 
gument and schoolboy humor, 
welded together as part farce, part 
drama, to make an unsatisfying 
Not a commercial propo- 
sition by any means, but with lim- 
ited chi-chi appeal. 

The curtain rises on a supposed- 
ly comic stene in which the village 
vicar (the “Father” of the title) is 


|}good Broadway prospect at the 
| first-act curtain, but subsequent 
| developments reduce this husband 
and wife import from London to 
|the category of a pleasant com- 
edy—not strong enough to slug it 
out on the Main Stem, not esoteric 
enough for the off-Stemmers, but 
possibly fetching enough to make 
the grade as a real-life husband- 
wife tourer. 

Play opens on the titular char- 
acters—a long-married theatrical 
couple—in the midst of one of their 
many spats. He, a _ confirmed 
| Paceanerer with a temper, is 
|}about to walk out on his patient 
jbut equally sharp-tongued help- 
|meet when they get their first job 








attempting to commit suicide, first|offer in 18 months—a tv assign- 
by hanging and then with a re-| ment for a nightly “at home” show. 
volver. Having failed to take his} The surface reconciliation that 


| own life, he goes mad, presumably} gets “Simon and Laura” on the air 


wicked Don John as blackly as his | 


seems more cowboy Western than) 


| bate, throwing the scene off bal- 


| children, 


Robert | 


| 


| 
} 


cast are Larry Kert as Tony, who | miliar ingredients in a harrowing | 


plays the Romeo role, and Carol 
Lawrence 
Rican sweetheart. Honors go} 
strongly to Chita Rivera as Anita, 


another Puerto Rican girl who} 
Steals the show at times. 
Lowe. 


story of a bizarre murder plot and 


a neurotic former Army nurse just 


| separated from her elderly -hus- 


band. Culprit is a “Night Must 


| Fall” sort of psychopath who kills! 
j the husband, dismembers the body) 


} 


as Maria, his Puerto | the attempt to fasten suspicion on | 


in a protest against the inadequa-|and makes it a popular show is 
cies of the church to meet the| developing inta, someting more 
stress and strain of modern life. | substantial again when Simon 
The vicar’s five children discuss| chases off to a Nassau weekend 
the problem of how to restore their| with the femme script writer and 
father’s sanity before the arrival| Laura dallies in the apartment of 
of the bishop, As a “cure,” a psy-|the program director. With both 
chiatrist friend dresses up in comic} parties on the warpath again there 
bishop’s robes and pretends to -be|foilows the easily foreseen blow- 
even madder than the vicar, thus/ off on the air, the subsequent.sepa- 
restoring his sense of reality. ration and the eventual and inevit- 
ne aon the line, the) able reunion. . 
author is apparently trying to pre-|  ccripter Alan Melville loses the 
sent an important issue, but the) eat first-act pace in a clutter of 


fundamentals are obscure and the 

result is not only unsatisfying, but | Characters and a poorly realized at- 
also irritating. It’s hard to under-| tempt to carry a lot of offstage ac- 
stand, for example, why the author |tion with only mediocre onstage 
resorts to the use of corny humor! dialog. The second act drags in 
in the middle of an intellectual de-| Shaping up to the telecast row 
|which everyone knows must hap- 


ance. 


pen, and the third act suffers from 


Peter Wood's free-hand staging) @ tedious session of “Truth,” an up- 

is the best way out of a difficult|}aged child’s game whereby the 
assignment and, inevitably, he al-| principals learn the comparatively 
lows the two main characters in| innocent facts behind the apparent 
the “cure” scene to overact. John|case of double infidelity. 
Moffatt as the ovsychiatrist and| Murray Matheson and Louise 
John Phillips as the vicar perform | Allbritton are well cast in the ti- 
with a lively gusto. The vicar’s tle role. Matheson has polish and 
among them a_ doctor,/a punctilious comedy manner of 
scientist and artist, play adequate-| speech and action that makes cap- 
lv, Svsan Richmond's interpreta-| ital of every line. Miss: Allbrit- 
tion of the wife is on a dignified|ton has the necessary looks and 
key. Myro. |charm, but occasionally breaks 
step with her partner. Orson Bean 
is a natural in the part of the 
young program director. 

George Turner is sharp as the 
loquacious and omniscient family 
butler, and Norah Howard rings 
the bell as the blunt, outspoken 
Tom Pedi is a 











Just in Case 
Martyn Green has to have 
daily plane reservations to 
New York during his current 
appearances as headliner of 


the Westinghouse Consumer |Maid and cook. 

Products’ industrial show at knockout as the Runyonesque tal- 

Columbus, ent agent = Janet haere A fits 
D neatly into the part 0 e attrac- 

the "Genus -aeueene tive scriptwriter. Glenn Walken as 


a worldly wise moppet, the “fam- 
ily” touch in the tv show, does well 
with a part that is actually an 
amusing distraction. ‘ 

‘ Ruth Rawson has shaped some 
well delineated characters and 
high-geared the action as much of 
the book permits. William Ryan’s 
single living room set is attractive 
and functional. Hank. 


tion, had to set the airline 
bookings to insure rapid trans- 
portation for Green in case 
he’s required to go on as alter- 
nate star for Cyril Ritchard in 
the Broadway production of 
“Visit to a Small Planet.” 
Since the Westinghouse pro- 
duction is limited to alternate 
mornings this week and part 
of next week, Dramaturgy 
isn’t worried about Ritchard 
missing an evening perform- 
ance. It’s the Wednesday mati- 
nees the firm is nervous about, 





The Playwrights Co. will be as- 
sociated with British producers 
Lance Hamilton and Rus- 
sell in the Broadway production 
of “Nude With Violin.” 








Stock Reviews 


The Will and the Way 
Northport, N.Y., Aug. 13. 


Ron Rawson production of three-act William Hunt presentation of three act 
comedy byr Alan Melville. Stars Murray |comedy by Michael 3 “7 by 
| Matheson, Louise Allbritton; features Or-| Jerry Straker. At Red rn eatre, 
| son Bean, George Turner, Norah Howard, | Northport, N. Y., Aug. 13, ‘57. 
| Tom Pedi, Janet De Gore, Glenn Walkeh. | Sal Cawley Elex Ingersoll 
Directed by Ruth Rawson, settings by | “Fowler” Flynn .......... 

William J. Ryan, lighting by George |Jack Doocey ..............--- Syl Reilly 
Vogel. At John Drew eatre, East . Norma Straker 


Simon Foster ......... Murray Matheson Cathleen Neal 
Laura Foster .......... Louise Allbritton | “ Walter 

WERE. oo. cvccvcccccoces George Turner | Ni Tor 
Jessie M. David Samples 


Here’s a good-natured Irish farce 
that emphasizes clean, though cer- 
tainly not subtle, comedy. A hit 
when it was presented two seasons 
ago at Dublin’s Abbey Theatre, 


this first comedy by Michael Molly 
probably has too much of the ould 
sod in it to appeal to a large Ameri- 
can audience, But to those whe 
want to indulge their Gaelophilia © 
without struggling with a message, 
romp has much to recommend 


The script puts an assortment of 
stock characters through a series 
of stock situations. Their are two 
drinking and fighting cronies and 
the barmaid harridan they have 
been courting for the past several 
decades. There's the beautiful and 
simple-hearted colleen, the young 
university student who can’t decide 
between his love of the girl and his 
love of history, a penny-pinching 
cousin who tries to také advantage 
of the scholar’s lack of business 
sense and several other amusing 
Eiro-types. There are noisy alter- 
cations, stormy entrances and exits, 
and, of course, the lovely music of 
the Irish” dialog and the quaint 
figures of the native idiom. 

The action is laid in the back- 
Stage section of a combination hall, 
shop and bar in rural Ireland. The 
proprietor has died, leaving the 
place to a bookish nephew. Em- 
ployees at the hall fear that, in his 
eagerness to get back to college, 
the nephew will sell out to his 
cousin who has indicated that he 
will fire the lot of them when he 
takes over. Their clumsy strate- 
gem to avert this calamity by 
ke@ping. the scholar interested in 
his property form the tread of the 
story. 

One of the plots involves the 
production of an old blood-and- 
thunder melodrama! The hammed- 
up rehearsal of this epic draws the 
biggest yocks from the house, 
though other portions are also re- 
warded with good laughs. 

Major weakness in the play is a 
third act that collapses rather than 
progresses to a happy ending. On 
the whole the present productiog 
scores well, considering the draw- 
backs of the too intimate in-the- 
round playing area (about the size 
of an average living room rug) that 
doesn’t give physical scope to the 
rant and roar of the dialog, and 
several casting problems that 
would be hard to solve in a stock 
operation. 

Acting laurels for win and place 
go respectively to Bill dard 
and Walter Flanagan who trea‘e 
the battling gaffers as effectively 
as the age differential will perm'‘t. 
Cathleen Neal, a cute charmer, and 
Bruce Torbet keep the love intere-t 
glowing. Elex Ingersoll as the 
old-maid bar belle, Syl Reilly as »-n 
unscrupulous tapman, Norma 
Straker as the honest hard-workirg 
bookkeeper, Kieron White as her 
fiance and M. David Samples :s 
the pinch-penny cousin hold up 
their end of the action te good 
effect. 

“The Will” won't win any critic 
awards, nor wili it rate high with 
the out-of-town buyers. Therc’s 
reason to believe, though, that it 
could find a small and happy pub!‘c 
as an off-Broadway offering, es- 
pecially if presented by an Irish 
cast. Hank. 
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Touring Legit Doomed to Dwindle, 
Say Out-of-Town Drama Reviewers 





Out-of-town drama critics are 


pessimistic about the future of 
touring legit. 

The general opinion among the 
reviewers is that the traveling 
shows are on the way out. This, 
it’s felt by some,-will not kill off 
theatrical activity in the hinter- 
lands, but rather foster a decen- 
tralization of legit from Broadway 
through the development of pro- 
fessional local companies. 

The critics expressed their opin- 
ions on the road situation in re- 
plies toa ‘questionnaire sent by 
Broadway legit pressagent William 
Fields. The specific question in- 
volved referred to the future of 
the road, with the reviewers asked 
to speculate on whether touring 
shows would be a thing of the past 
by 1968. The poll covered 78 
hinterland critics, most of whom 
answered the query. 

The response was mostly down- 
beat, the crix expecting dwindling 
road activity to continue in that 


vein. The high cost of touring 
Shows, a decline in top touring 
names, inadequate theatres (no 


theatres at all in some towns), the 
cross-country suburban movement 
and other forms of less expensive 
entertainment were all pegged as 
negative factors. 

The consensus of opinion was 
that touring shows would eventu- 
ally boil down to powerhouse en- 
tries on the order of “My Fair 
Lady,” a trend that has been ap- 
parent in recent seasons, The crix 
in tryout towns, however, feel they 
will continue to get breakins as 
long as producers follow that es- 
tablished pattern. In past seasons, 
however, there has been a tend- 
ency on the part of some Broad- 
way managers to bypass the hinter- 
land tryout in favor of New York 
previews. 


Philly’s Erlanger Signs 
With Musicians’ Union; 
Shuberts Standing Pat 


Philadelphia, Aug. 20. 

William Goldman, owner of the 
Erlanger Theatre, and Local 77, 
AFM, have inked a two-year pact. 
The tooters, who were asking a 
15% increase, will take a 3% raise 
for the 1957-58 season, plus a 5% 
hike the following year. The new 
two-year contract assures local 
playgoers musical fare in at least 
one playhouse, with “West Side 
Story” due at the. house Sept. 10 
as the season's first tuner. 

The Shubert-operated theatres 
have not yet reached an agree- 
ment, Romeo Cella, Local 177 
president, said he had a meeting 
with Lawrence Shubert Lawrence, 
two weeks ago. At that time Law- 
rence displayed a letter from the 
New York office flatly refusing any 
contract changes. The Shuberts 
threatened that if the musicians 
asked for more money only 
straight plays would be presented 
here. 

When the Erlanger settled, Cella 
phoned Lawrence for a second con- 
fab. The theatre man repeated 
the “take-it-or-leave-it” ultima- 
tum. The present contract with 
the Shuberts expires Labor Day. 
If there is no new agreement, Cella 
says, “We'll be on the picket line 
again.” A dispute with the mu- 
sicians two seasons ago kept mu- 
sical shows out of Philly for a pe- 
riod of several months. 


Kroll & Conoway Ready 
‘Hat in Hand,’ New Tuner 


Mark Kroll and Charles Cono 
way, who made their Broadway 











managerial bow last season with generally omitted for simplicity, 
have a new Clarity, space limitations, etc —Ed.) 


“Ziegfeld Follies,” 
musical under option. The project, 
“Hat in Hand,” has book and lyrics | 
by David Rogers. Negotiations are 
underway for a composer. 

Meanwhile, the producers are 
getting their touring edition of the 
“Follies” ready for a Sept. 12 get- 
away in Toronto. Rogers is associ- 
ated with the revue as a sketch and 
lyric contributor. 





Fred Coe, currently working with 
William Gibson on the script of 
“Two for the See-Saw,” which he 
plans to place in rehearsal in Oc- 
tober under Arthur Penn’s direc- 
t'on, has also optioned “Josie,” by 
Ju'ia Saverse for production dur- 
ing the 1958-59 season. 





Assured Employment 


“Thanks to fantastic costs 
and the appeal of other forms 
of less expensive entertain- 
ment,” the road is a “diminish- 
ing spiral,” asserts Cyrus Dur- 
gin, drama critic of the Boston 
Globe. However, the aisle-sitter 
figures, “Unless tryouts are 
abolished, Boston will continue 
to have such attractions.” 

“Frankly,”. he comments, 
“I’m glad I also write about 
music and records.” 


National, Wash., 











Mostly Booked 


Washington, Aug. 20. | 

National Theatre has already 
booked 14 shows for its 1957-58 sea- | 
sap, and has only a few dark weeks | 
to fill. Legiter was dark for the 
summer, unshuttered last night 
(Mon.) with a three-week tryout of 
“West Side Story,” the Leonard 
Bernstein musical. The show was 
virtually sold out in advance. 

Herman Wouk’s new play, “Na- 
tufe’s Way” comes in Sept. 16-28, 
to be followed by one week of 
“The Head,” starring Karl 
Malden, Sept. 30-Oct. 5, The new 
Helen Hayes play, “Time Remem- 
bered,” is set for Oct. 7-19, and 
then “Separate Tables” arrives for 
three weeks, beginning Oct. 21. 

“Country Wife,” starring Julie 
Harris, is slated for two weeks, 
Nov. 11-23. “The Trial” arrives Nov. 
25 for two weeks. “Miss Isabel,” 
starring Shirley Booth, follows for 
two weeks, through Dec. 21 and, 
temporarily at least, the National 
Theatre is scheduled to be dark 
Christmas week. 

“Middle of the Night,” with Ed- 
ward G. Robinson, bows Dec. 30 for 
three weeks. Then a new play, 
“Salt Air,” is booked for Jan. 20 
through Feb. 1. The following 
week is open, but “Waltz of the 
Toreadors” moves in for two weeks 
beginning Feb. 10. There is a gap 
until March 10, when the “Ballet 

(Continued on page 59) 


GET THE TITLE RIGHT, 
‘SHADOW’ AUTHOR ASKS 


New York. 





Editor, Varrety: 

I love Variety. I am also very 
fond of the title of my play, and 
wish I could get the two together 
some time. The play is “A Shadow 
of My Enemy.” Variety's been 
running it as “Shadow of My 
Enemy” or “The Shadow of My 
Enemy” in the list of upcoming 
shows. 

I can understand any editor's 
impatience when it comes to, “the” 
or “a” before a title. But it took 
us a long, long time to get just 
the right nuance for this one in 
terms of the meaning of the play. 
When you get to see the show, as 
I hope you will, you'll know why 
“A Shadow” is exactly what the 
play’s about. 

Can I prevail upon you to make 
it what it is: “A Shadow of My} 
Enemy”? Sol Stein. 





(In news stories, Variety nor- 


For the Season 


‘Jack Benny Seeks Script 


For Legit Producer Bow 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 

Jack Benny is turning his eyes 
toward a new field of showbiz en- 
deavor—he wants to become a legit 
producer. 

Irving Fein, prexy of Benny's 
J&M Productions, has been reading 
plays for some time, but so far has 
come up with nothing that excites 
the star's interest. He’s looking for 
a one-setter, either a comedy or 
drama, with picture potentialities. 
“ Benny would finance and pro- 

uce, 


[talo Legits To 


Al Fresco Houses 


Rome, Aug. 13. 

With most Italian legit houses 
darkened for the summer hiatus, 
the alfresco circuit, initiated many 
years ago wia opera presentations, 
is taking over. And many classic 
and modern stagings are current 
and the choice under the stars, 
while others are being prepped 
with the aid of local tourist bu- 





reaus, 
It follows that most of these 
productions are scheduled for 


open-airers+in the vicinity of sum- 
mer resorts. Already in the books 
is a staging of Aristophanes’ 
“Women in Parliament” in Bene- 
vento’s 16-century-old Roman 
theatre. This later also moved to 
Ostia’s Roman Amphitheatre, 
where the same company, made up 
of Olga Villi, Tino Buazzeli, Mario 
Caretenuto and Pina Cei also pro- 
duced Plautus’ “Menecmi.” 

Venice’s Goldoni Festival under 
the stars, in the Teatro Verde on 
the island of St. George, is also on 
its successful way, with “Il Cam- 
piello” as a much talked-about 
opening. The same show also has 
been given, for a few nights only, 
in Verona’s Roman Theatre. Ver- 
ona’s Villa Giusti was also the re- 
cent scene, in a presentation di- 
rected by Franco Enriquez, of 
Shakespeare's “Tempest.” 

Not far away, on Lake Garda, 


Gabriele D’Annunzio’s Vittoriale | 


memorial villa was and is the cur- 


rent scene for special perform-. 


ances of his classic “La figlia di 
lorio,” staged by Luigi Squarzina, 
and acted by Anna Proclemer and 
Giorgio Albertazzi. 

Italy's south also has come in 
for its share of summer legit, open 
air style, and there’s more to come. 
Lilla Brignone and Enrico Salerno, 
under Mario Ferrero’s direction, 
will tour all available Roman The- 
atres with “Iphigenia.” Taormina 
and some other Sicilian centers 
are to be the meeting for “Brit- 
tanicus” while DeMusset’s “Les 
Caprices de Marianne” will be 
staged on Capri. On the Adriatic 
coast, Alberto Moravia’s new play, 


| “Beatrice Cenci,” is slated to have 


its first showing, at Senigallia. 


Philly Erlanger on Sale, 
But Just as Formality 


Philadelphia, Aug. 20. 

The Erlanger Theatre is slated to 
be sold at auction Sept. 5. The pro- 
ceedings will be little more than a 
formality, however. The result wil! 
be a transfer of title to William 
Goldman, who owns 100% of Gold- 
lawr, Inc., the present tenant. 

Goldlawr, which holds long term 
lease, was formed by Goldman and 
Lawrence Shubert Lawrence, local 
Shubert representative. Latter was 
forced to drop out under the terms 
of the Government’s consent de- 
cree. Title to the playhouse is cur- 





‘rently held by the First Pernsyl- 


‘Journey, ‘Bells’ Last Season's Best 
On Bway, Say Out-of-Town Critics 


+ 
> 





“Long Day's Journey Into Night” 
was the best straight play and 
“Bells Are Ringing” the best mu- 
sical of the 1956-57 season in the 
opinion of out-of-town critics who 
visited New York during that 
period, 

Those selections are reflected in 
‘|the third consecutive annual poll 
conducted by William Fields, press- 
agent for the Playwrights Co. and 
other legit producers. The latest 
survey is the first of the three to 
cover the full legit season, running 
from June 1-May 30. 

Since the poll was launched in 
1955. the number of participating 
critics has more than tripled. There 
| were originally 24 respondents to 
ithe survey, then 67 and now 78. 


De-Pressagentry 
Road pressagentry is adetri- | 
ment to the survival of tour- 
ing shows, That's the opinion 
of Reger Dettmer, Chicago 
American critic, who asserts 
“Road press-promotion, by and 
large, belongs to the circus 
era, and circuses are dead.” 
He explains, “At the present 
pace, in existing locations, us- 
ing extant (though they ought 
to be. extinct) promotional 
methods will kill the road 











| 
| 








| This, again, aecentuates the in- 
creased attention being given 
Broadway by hinterland papers, 


presumably because of hometown 
interest in legit. 

As in the past, not all of the crit- 
ics represented in the survey are 

















deader'n Cock Robin.” 
ee 
Critics’ Cracks On 
| included in the balloting on “best” 

0a rospect productions. Only 58 voted in the 

| straight play category, while 48 

| were involved in the tuner selec- 

Theatrical craft unions § are/tion. The discrepancy there was 
“strangling theatre on the road”) due to some ‘critics having only 
|in the opinion of Norman Nadel,! seen straight plays. 
jtheatre editor of the Columbus| There were no votes by 18 
| Citizen. He declares, “If the! others, who either did not get to 
|stagehands, movers and, others (Continued on page 58) 
ee a more realistic attitude, the 
road 10 years from now can be in 
| good shape.” The reviewer ex- Demands Hardtop Setup 
| pressed the view in response to a * 
questionnaire distributed by Wil- For Philly P layhouse 
liam Fields, pressagent for the 
| Playwrights Co, and other Broad- To Operate Next Year 
wa roducers. 

The Columbus reviewer con-| a. py oe Aug. a. 
tinues, “The terrific amount of aay’ woe A " - ae 
| Padding in the various theatre and | |, ys ie Pele y "ie : will 

ssociated crafts has shot costs|*»eatre in Fairmount wane Lips 
higher than a local theatre op-|"0t be operated — canves od 
} erator can hope to match with any- | — ~ 2 ag any bh = WF gem 
thing less than a real hit The |/@st week by John B. Kelly, vice- 
unions must realize that they will| President of the Fairmount Park 
‘benefit more by fewer make-work Commission and chairman of its 
|gimmicks, with more shows as a a Se directing the 
result. It had previously been an- 

Continuation of present craft) nounced after freqient reports 
|practices, the reviewer asserts. | before, that the Playhouse would 
; will not only contribute to the operate under a hardtop setup in 
| continued decline of road legit, but 1958. Kelly said that the Com- 
perhaps also to its “eventual mission had asked for the sum of 
by Hamilton B. Allen, eritic of the | 999 was spent for something alee 
| Rochester (N. Y.) Times-Union, aS | 50 $100,000 is available.” He add. 
the “major deterrent” toe legit|.4 that bids show that the cheap- 
touring activity in that city. He| e+ structure of wood would cost 
feels that if producers can lick $178,000 and a theatre of metal 

(Continued on page 58) $203,000. 
If the city does not put up the 
|}funds to make up the difference, 
ATPAM VOTES STRIKE | Kelly declared he would withdraw 
jentirely, He refuses to go along 

VS. SHUBERT THEATRES |»: the purchase of another tent, 

eeling that “worry about ‘hurri- 

The Assn. of Theatrical Press|canes and vielent G@undusiberns 
Agents & Managers will strike| which might ruin the tent at any 
against Shubert theatres through-|time and cause serious injury to 
out the country unless a new agree-| patrons, is too heavy a price to 
ment is negotiated prior to the|pay” He added that “12 theatre 
Aug. 31 termination of the union’s | tents in this area were shredded 
current pact with the theatre firm. |or blown down by high winds this 

The walkout was authorized by | season” but did not name them. 
a unanimous vote of approximately|The Valley Forge, Camden and 
150 members attending a special| Brandywine tents have had such 
union meeting held yesterday | accidents this summer. 

(Tues.) in New York. The strike-| The tent’now being used was put 
vote conclave was called by the un- up for sale last week, with the top 
ion following the refusal of J. J.| bid being only $2,063 as compared 
Shubert to continue negotiations|to the original cost of $11,600. 
for a new basic agreement. ATPAM |Only four bids in all were re- 
is seeking to bring the Shubert| ceived, and it was decided to keep 
contract up to the slightly higher|the canvas and use it for other 
level of the deal with the League | purposes. Kelly argues that the 
of N. Y. Theatres. | Playhouse is entitled to as much 

A front-of-house execs’ strike | financial assistance from the city 
would result in the withdrawal of | #8 Robin Hood Dell, the music op- 
house managers from Shubert the- | ¢ration also in Fairmount Park. 


atres and a walkout of pressagents He believes that the permanent 


mally uses full titles of shows, but | 
in such listngs as grosses, Sched-| 
uled Y. Openings, Touring 
Shows, etc., the pre-title article is | 





Raps B’way B.0. Manners; 
It’s Better Out of Town 


“Broadway ‘ boxoffice courtesy 
has improved in the past two or 
three years, but many employees 
(ticket-takers, ushers, etc.) con- 
tinue to act as if they hate all hu- 
manity.” That’s the opinion of 
Norman Nadel, who, as critic of the 
Columbus ‘Citizen, makes frequent 
visits to New York as the paper's 
theatre tour guide. 

Nadel feels that out-of-town the- 
atre employees “tend to be more 
courteous and friendly.” 








vania Banking & Trust Co., which | and company managers from pro-|StTucture planned for the Play- 
acquired it as Trustee for the first | ductions playing there. Since this 
mortgage bondholders following would effect shows presented by 
foreciosure proceedings in 1941. | producer members of the League 
Goldman, with money advanced | of N. Y. Theatres, it’s figured that, 
by -his film theatre chain, Wiiliam | organization will attempt to inter- 
Goldman Theatres, Inc., has ob-| vene in the dispute in an effort | 
tained control of $1,512,000 of the to offset the consequences of a 
bond issue of $1,595,000. The pur- | strike. 
pose of the sale, he says, is to ter- | Although other legit unions 
minate the trust. The Erlanger,| have promised “cooperation” with | 
continuing under his management,| ATPAM, it remains to be seen | 
relights early in September. | whether picket 
|Tines. Because of the Shuberts’| 
withdrawal from the League sever- | 
al years ago, their contracts with) 


they will cross 





No Joke Intended 
Presumably the management the various unions are generally | 
of the Phoenicia (N.Y.) Play- | negotiateti separately. 
house was leveling, since the | 





melodrama involves a charge “Planning and Producing the | 
of lesbianism. Musical Show,” a new book by} 

Anyway, they're billing this | legit musical director, Lehman En- | 
week's show, “The Chil ’s igel, is scheduled for Crawn publi- 





Hour,” as “For Adults Only.” ication next Tuesday (27). 


house, allowing for an extended 
season and special added attrac- 
tions, would bring a profit of 
$35,000 a year to the City. “Al- 
ready in 1957,” Kelly said, “The 
Playhouse had a profit of $20,000 
as of last week Aug. 5.” 


Small-Seater in H’wood 
Is Trying Tryout Policy 

Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
A new policy of launching origi- 
nal scripts will be inaugurated by 
the Players Ring Gallery Theatre, 
starting Sept. 20 with a tryout of 
Raphael Hayes’ “The Man Most 





Likely.” 

Deal for the showcasing of 
“Man” was made through Famous 
Artists, with co-producers Paul 


Levitt and Ted Thorpe repping the 
Ring. 
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No Shakespeare at Edinburgh — 





But International Fiavor in Legit, Ballet, Opera 
Events This Year : 


By GORDON IRVING 
Edinburgh, Aug. 20. 

Although lacking in some of the 
giamor and big-name angles of re- 
cent years, the 11th International 
Edinburgh Festival teed off here 
(18) to good attendances and lively 
interest from many nations. Drama, 
music, ballet, opera are all repre- 
sented, and informal jazz shows 
are a new addition on the junket’s 
unofficial “fringe.” 

A late-night show with strip- 
tease items captured some initial 
press attention. This is the Irving 
Theatre (London) Intimate Revue, 
staged nightly at 10:45 at the Pal- 
ladium vaudery. 

Opera via La Piccola Scala, Mi- 
liano, is presenting four main 


works: Cimarosa’s “I] Matrimonio | 
Segreto,” Bellini’s “La Sonnambu-_ 
la,” Donizetti's “L’Elisir d’Amore” | 
and Rossini’s “Il Turco in Italia.” | 


Overseas orch includes the Con- 
certgebouw Orch from Amsterdam, 
Holland, and the Bavarian Radio 
Symphony Orch, each giving four 
concerts. British groups are Halle, 
Philharmonia, Scottish National 
and BBC Scottish orchestras. 

On the ballet side there’s Swed- 
ish Royal Ballet for Festival's first 
week at the Empire Theatre. * The 
Ballets Africans de Keita Fodeba 
comes second week, and Marquis 
de Cuevas group third week. 


s 
- 





MANNY DAVIS BOOKING 


Although the Locust Theatre, 
Philadelphia, has two shov’s already 
booked for the fall, it’s still not 
definite who'll be operating the 
theatre. The entries thus far set 
have been booked by Manny Davis 
| for Avesa Corp., which is negotia- 
| ting a lease for the hduse with the 
Binswanger realty firm. 

Binswanger has been running 
ads to lease the property, which 
was relinquished by the Shuberts 


reveals that although a deal is in 





} y is leas s | ; . 
Re weeny See Sere, & lease has | local committee is currently work- 


|not been consumated. 

The productions booked for the 
theatre are a pre-Broadway tryout 
}of “The Saturday Night Kid’ and 
| the touring “Separate Tables.” 








“Journey,” ‘Bells’ 








=e Continued from pace 3) Gaemmeme 


New York or else did not see 
;enough shows to feel qualified to 
| pass judgment. The latter did par- 
| ticipate, however, in answering a 
| separate questionnaire, the content 
|of which is covered elsewhere in 
| this issue. Votes by two other crit- 


PHILLY’S LOCUST THEA. 


in compliance with a Government | 
consent decree. The realty outfit | 


| Touring Legit, 


More Performer Sprouts 


On Summer Stock Trail 
This is proving to be another 
bumper season for second genera- 
tion performers on the strawhat 
circuit. 


|old-block contingent included are 
Alan Alda, son of Robert Alda; 
Christina Crawford, daughter of 
Joan Crawford, and Carol Ann 
Berry, daughter of the late Wal- 
lace Berry. 

| Also, Liza (professionally known 
'as Helen) Clark, daughter of Bobby 
| Clark, and Ingrid Meighan, daugh- 
| ter of radio-legit actor James Meig- 
han and grandniece of the late 
| Thomas Meighan, silent films’ star. 














Continued from page 57 —~ 


rising touring costs and get name | 
actors to travel they'll find a legit- 


Some of the current chip-off-the- | - 





going audience in Rochester. 
The reviewer also notes that | 


{ing on plans to relight the town’s | 


|for several months. 
'Columbia Artists’ new legit book- 


jliance, is the most likely prospect 
|for revitalizing Rochester legit. 


Auditorium, which has been dark 
Allen thinks 
a subscription season tied in with 


ing subsid, Broadway Theatre Al- 


Jeanne Suhrheinrich, entertain- 
ment editor of the Evansville 
(Ind.) Courier, doesn’t give legit 
much of a chance in her locality. 
She blasts both the populace and 
the town’s only theatre as con- 
tributing to the situation. 

She says of local legit interest, 
“I don’t believe Evansville people 
would go to see the Crucifixion 


| 
| 





Predict Decentralized Legit 

Decentralization of legit and the growth of local resident companies 

is seen by several out-of-town critics as an offshoot of declining tour- 
ing activity. Their views include: 
Booking suburban areas around large cities in reconverted film 
chalets or new houses in shopping centers is needed, suggests Roger 
Dettmer, of the Chicago American. “Every business,” he states, “except 
the entertainment business (exclusivé of films and tv) has met the 
consumer where the consumer exists.” 

Richard L. Coe, of the Washington Post & Times Herald, believes 
that although the top dozen population areas of the country will prob- 
ably continue to get major touring shows, “resident companies will be 
growing up—such as has already been happening in’ Washington (Arena 
Stage), Dallas (Margo Jones’ Theatre), Cleveland and Minneapolis.” 
Coe sums up his attitude as being “pessimistic on the touring level, 
optimistic on filling the resultant vacuum.” 

“It's going to be murder,” is the way Herman Kogan, of the Chicago 
Sun Times, tags the future for touring shows. Noting that “road shows 
will be getting scarcer and scarcer,” he adds, “This might actually be 
a blessing, though, if there are enough local people to #ack locally 
stimulated companies, repertory groups and even talented amateurs.” 

Elliot Norton, of the Boston Record-Advertiser, asserts, “A decace 
from now we'll probably have only one (local) theatre playing tryouts. 
I hope, however, that by that time we may have a resident company 
of high calibre. My guess is that in 10 years that would be a good 
playgoing situation for any.city outside New York, i.e., one commercial 
theatre for tryouts and road shows and one for a firstrate resident’ com- 
pany.” 

Virgil Miers, of the Dallas Times Herald, points out, “Road shows 
have never figured very importantly in the theatrical picture in Dallas.” 
In line with this, he thinks~‘‘that Dallas symbolizes the future of de- 
centralized theatre,” emphasizing that “Dallas usually rolls its own 
through the Margo Jones Theatre, non-professional theatre or some- 
thing like the coming Dallas Theatre Center and the Dallas Fair 
Musicals.” 

“As far as Dallas is concerned,” he adds “it shows all signs of con- 
tinuing to present plays and musicals by its own devices. Premieres 
of new plays with resident professionals will continue, and the Dallas 
Theatre Center will be developing playwrights, designers, actors on a 
post-graduate scale while it gives nine months of theatre.” 


Legit Bits 


tion next spring. Tagged “The 








Broadway producer and ex- 


dancer Eunice Healey, vacationing 


An “innovation” this year: Fes-| ics were invalidated because sever- 
tival will stage no Shakespeare. | ai selections were marked instead 
Against this Sir John Gielgud will | of just one in each category. The 
recite at an afternoon show. tabulations for the “best” play and 

English Stage Company is pre- musical, with most of the cricics 
senting the Jean-Paul Sartre farce | having only seen, part of the sea- 
“Nekrassov,” with Robert Help- son's offerings, were as follows 
mann in lead. This is Sartre in| Straight piay: “Long Day’s Jour- 
light vein telling of a newspaper|ney Into Night,” 30; “Separate 
editor at his wits’ end to maintain | TabTes,” 10; “Auntie Mame,” 6; 
sales by a policy of stunts. |“Major Barbara,” 3; “Potting 

Jonathan Griffin's “The Hidden | Shed,” 2; “Waltz of the Toreadors,” 
King” is at the Assembly Hall for | 2: “Visit to a Small Planet,” 1; 


whole three weeks of the fest. Pro- “Happiest Millionaire,” 1; “Apple 


duced on an open stage, it deals | C4 va 1; “Girls of Summer,” 1; 
with a 16th-century claimant to | and Iceman Cometh” (off-Broad- 
fhe Portuguese throne, and is*in | ae“ wr “Bets Are Ri sitll 
verse. Stephen Mitchell presents | “nel Abe ej Is Are Ringing,” = 
a cast which includes noted British | 1! Abner,” 8; “Candide,” 7; 


e 


Robert | New Girl in Town,” 5; “Happy 


actors Robert Eddison, Hunting,” 4; “New Faces,” 1, and 


Speaight, &°hastian Shaw and Ern- | 


| this—I don’t believe there are, | 


with the original cast.” On this|on the Coast, has left Frisco to 
point she labels the good business! spend a couple of weeks in Holly- 
done by Tom Ewell in “Seven Year | wood. 

Itch” several years ago as “a/ Joe Shea will pressagent the ex- 
freak,” noting that Ewell “is con-| tended pre-Broadway tour of “Ri- 
sidered a hometown boy and the valry” for producer Paul Gregory, 
| show followed a long drought.” | with Emmett Callahan as company 

Miss Suhrheinrich says of the! Manager. : 

town’s sole showcase, the Colise | Roy N. Jones is company man- 
um, “It's a draughty chamber of ager and Robert Stevenson stage 
horrors with weird acoustics, iron) Manager for the current off-Broad- 
maiden seats and a stage and tech-! a production of “The Country 
ae cae oe gg Pw Karl Bernstein, legit pressagent, 
clasroom.” Her summation of the wae ng Foon York after seven 
situation is, Heaven help the — Al Jones, legit company-general 
tre if there are many towns li ©] manager, is back from Paris. 

- Adaptor-lyricist Alan Jay Lerner, 
though, and I think more and morc) «mposer Frederick Loewe and 
people are becoming interested in| general manager Phil Adler were 
the theatre, though the one-night) jn Frisco last week for a checkup 





est Thesiger. Christopher West 
produces. 

Germany is represented by “Man 
of Distinction,” English version of 


Hasenclever’s comedy “Der besser- | 


er Herr.” It’s about a man who 
specializes in writing letters to 
women of late middle-age. 

Henry Sherek is presenting this 
comedy, with Anton Walbrook and 
Moira Shesrer, on its British preem 
Monday (26). 

Madeleine Renaud - Jean - Louis 
Barrault company from France will 
give Jean Anouilh’s “La Repeti- 
tion” 
titled “Connaissance de Claudel” 
at Lyceum Theatre during final 
week, 





—_e 
| 


~ Dance Review 











The Purification 
Westport, Conn. Aug, 13. 


Tennessee Williams’ sizzling one- | 


‘act play, “The Purification,” which 
is still to be performed publicly, 
turned up as a dance drama Sun- 
day evening (11) at the White Barn 
Theatre, Westport, Conn. Williams 
was in the audience for the per- 
formance, which was splendidly 
mimed by Mary Anthony and her 
Dance Theatre. 

Because of the implications in 
the script it might always be cozier 
to see the dance version, It is 
ditficult to anticipate any wide- 
spread roadshowing of this playlet 
which observes practices usuaily 
atwibuted to the Borgias—and that 
does not mean poisonings. Clues to 
the triangle were quoted from Wil- 
liams’ poetry from time to time 
by Eugene Van Hekle as a one man 
Greek chorus. 

Miss Anthony danced the role of 
the sister superbly, and Cameron 
NeCash was highly effective as the 
brother. The special light'ng by 
Thomas Skelion added excitement 
to this experiment. The bill also 
offered “Threnody,” a dance work 
suggested by Synge’s “Riders to 
the Sea,” to music of Benjamin 
Britten, and “Aperitif,” a curtain- 
raiser credited to Paul Bowles and 
Normaa delia Joio, Doul. 


and a dramatic anthology} 


| “Cranks,” 1. 
| Particivating scribes included: 

|. Dick Williams, Los Angeles Mirror 
| News; Emmett Weaver, Birmingham Post 
| Herald; Herbert L. Monk, St. Louis Globe 


| Democrat; Boyd Martin, Louisville Cour 
| ier-Journal; Barbara Wilson, Philade!phia 
| Inquirer; Ethel Beckwith. sridgeport 
Herald; Virgil Miers, Dallas Times Her- 


ald; Ronald Muchnick, Ann Arbor (Mich.) 
Yews; Walter Whitworth, Indianapolis 
News; Philip F. Crosland, Wilmington 
|(Del.) Journal-Every Evening; Merita 
Mills, Beaumont (Tex.) Enterprise. 
| Also Edward F. Halline, Milwaukee 
| Sentinel; Robert B. Frederick, Cincinnati 
Times-Star; Fred Childress, Youngstown 
| Vindicator; Jeanne  Suhrheinrieh, 
| Evansville (ind.) Courier; John Y. Kohl, 
| Allentown (Pa. Call-Chronicle; Roger 
| Dettmer, Chicago American; Norman S 
| Nadel, Columbus (0.) Citizen: Jay Car- 
{mody, Washington Star; Bill Doudna, 
| Madison (Wise.) State Journal; Richard 
1.. Coe, Washington Post & Times Herald: 
| Lily May Caldwell, Birmingham News; 
| Robert L. Sokolsky, Syracuse Herald- 
Journal. 
| Also Harold V. Cohen, Pittsburgh Post 
| Gazette; Cyrus Durgin, Bosten Globe; 
Corbin Patrick, Indianapolis Star; Stan 
Anderson, Cleveland Press; Edith Linde- 
man, Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch; 
| Allen M. Widem, Hartford Times; Hamil- 


ton B. Allen, Rochester (N. Y.) Times- 
Union; Wayne Robinson, Philadelphia 
| Bulletin: E. B. Radcliffe, Cincinnati En- 


quirer; Will Jones, Minneapolis Tribune: 
| 4. Dorsey Callaghan, Detroit Free Press: 
Werner Twyford, Norfolk  Virginian- 

ot; Bob Battle, Nashville Banner; Wm. 
Vosburgh Jr., Waterbury 
American. 
| Also Herman Kogan, Chicégo 

Times; Jean Walrath, Rochester (N 
Democrat & Chronicle; W. E. J. Martin, 
| Buffalo Courier-Express; Nadine Subot- 
nik, Cedar Rapids (owa) Gazette: Nancy 
Miller, Fl Paso Times; John Rosenfield, 
| Dallas News; Edgar S. Van Olinda, Al- 
bany Times-Union; Nevart Apikian, Syra 
cuse Post-Standard; Louise Mace, Spring- 
|} field (Mass.) Union; Milton Bass, 
| Berkshire Eagle, Pittsfield, Mass. 

Also Elliot Norton, Boston Record-Ad 
vertiser; James Lee, Worcester Gazette; 
Ormonde Plater, Albany Knickerbocker 
News; Earl J. Dias, New Bedford Stand- 
ard-Times; Harold L. Cail, Portland (Me. 
Herald-Express; Edward Southern Hipp, 
Newark News; Allen W. Smith, Passai 
Herald News; Doc Goldstein, Paterson 
Evening News; Edwin Howard, Memphis 
Press-Scimitar; Charles B. Sanders Jr., 
Columbia (S. C.) Record; Harrison Swain, 
St. Petersburg Times; Paul M. Bruun 
Miami Beach Sun; Jane Hall, Raleigh 
News & Observer; Mary Mason, Hamilton 
| (Ont.) Spectator; Laurette Thistle, Ottawa 


Sun- 
ry 


} 


| (Ont.) Citizen; Gynter Quill, Waco (Tex. 
| News-Tribune. 

Also Walter O’Hearn, Montreal Star: 
Richard 8. Davis, Milwaukee Journal; Ida 
Brullo, Paterson Morning Call; ill 
Young, Greenwich Time; John L. Voor 
|hees, Seattle Post-Intelligencer; Mildred 


Stockard, Houston Chronicle; Ben Parker, 
Memphis Commercial Appeal; Jerry Gag- 
han, Philadelphia News; F. Gunby Rule, 
Knoxville (Tenn.) News-Sentinel: Gladys 
Quilliam, Beaumont (Tex.) Journal; Marta 
Morgan, San Jose (Calif. Mercury-News; 


Marjorie Barnhart, Ft. Wayne News- 
Sentinel; Richard T. Banks, Charlotte 
Observer: Kaspar Monahan, Pittsbureh 


| Press, and John K. Sherman, Minneapolis 
| Star & Tribune. 


Republican- | 


stands in indifferent areas like 
this are already a thing of the 
past.” 

Commenting on the lack of tour- 
ing legit in Beaumont, Tex., Merita} 
Mills, critic of the Beaumont En-| 
terprise, writes, “People are ready 
to pay $4.40 to $6.60 for a firstrate| 


- : : | 
touring show.” The reviewer notes! 


that “This city of 100,000-plus pop-| 
ulation hasn’t had a bonafide road 
show since the War (II)” and “for, 
that matter, the fare has been} 
scimpy in nearby Houston.” | 

Adding that the town has no 
regwar legit house, the critic fur-| 
ther states that “Musicals on tv are 
a farce and I think people are hun-} 
ery for real spectacle—the flesh- 
and-blood kind.” 

Referring to touring legit in} 
Milwaukee, Edward F. Halline,) 
critic of the Milwaukee Sentinel,, 
states “the animals in the zoo have} 
it better . . .” This relates to the) 
city’s construction of a new zoo, a 
stadium, a sports arena and an ait} 
terminal. But, Halline contends “it! 
is a shame and disgrace to this | 


| rich community that music and the 


theatre are abominably housed in) 
these modern days...” 

The critic notes, however, that 
a center for legit, opera, ballet and} 
concert is in the.blueprint stage,} 
but still years away. The town cur- 
rently has one touring legit house, | 
the Pabst. 

The future of touring shows in 
Cincinnati “is very bright” in the 
opinion of Robert B. Frederick, 
critic of the Cincinnati Times-Star. | 
This reversal of the general atti-! 
tude of out-of-town critics is based, ! 
according to Frederick, on the local 
success of plays during past sea-! 
sons, ° 

However, he accentuates the 
need for “more tareful casting oi} 
road companies, with greater em-| 
phasis on names as the road cities! 
are not, as much as one would 
think, ready-made for any show 
that comes to town.” On that score, ! 
he continues, “when the original 
cast can be persuaded to tour, it 
would be better than some make- 
shift companies hoping to capital-, 


| ize-on a New York success.” j 


gander at the touring edition of 
“My Fair Lady.” > 

Herb Evers and Shirley Ballard 
(Mrs. Evers) will be in Joseph M. 
Hyman’s production, “Fair Game.” 

Hugh Paddick and Joan Sims, 
from the original London cast of 
“For Amusement Only,” will be in 
the Broadway production of the 
revue. 

Roger L. Stevens and Robert 
Whitehead, who flew to England to 
attend last week's opening of the 
Stratford Memorial Theatre revival 
of “The Tempest,” starring John 
Gielgud, have about given up the 
idea of bringing it to Broadway as 
the premiere bill next January of 
their being-reconverted Globe The- 
atre. Several cast members and 
stager Peter Brook have too many 
conflicting committments to take 


the assignment before next April. | 


With pressagent Sol Jacobson 
due back next Monday (26) from a 
cross-country motor vacation, as- 
sociate Lewis Harmon takes off for 
a three-week leave, during which 
Helen Hoerle Will sub as associate. 


| Anne Sloper, who's also been work- 


ing in the blurbery, goes out next 
week as p.a. for the bus-truck road 
edition of “No Time for Sergeants.” 

John Montague has been set as 
advance agent for “The Waltz of 
the Toreadors” road tour. * 

Arthur Spaeth, of the Cleveland 
News, is due in New York for a 
Sept. 3-11 gander at the Broadway 
shows. 

Frank Baxter and Ruth Manning 
are subbing for Charles Aidman 
and Mary James, respectively, in 
the off-Broadway production of 
“Career,” while the latter duo ap- 
ear in the Playhouse in the Park, 
Philadelphia, production of the 

ay. 

French mime Marcel Marceau is 
planning to return to Broadway 


| with his one-man show for a limited 


run later this esason. 

Ira Cirker will direct the off- 
Broadway production of “Clerem- 
bard.” 

George Hamlin, executive secre- 
tary of the New Dramatist Commit- 
tee, has been assigned by Roger L. 
Stevens to assist him in various 


|administrative duties at the Play- 
| wrights Co. 


Familin will continue 
to hold his New Dramatists post. 
Jo Mielziner is completing a 


book on stage design for publica- 


|27 in Rochester. 








Theatre Is Seen,” the book will be 
an expansion of Fordham U. 
lectures given by the designer-pro- 
ducer. Robert Downing will edit 
the volume and prepare biblio- 
graphy, chronology and notes. 

“An Evening with Irwin Shaw,” 
comprising the author's one-act 
play, “The Shy and the Lonely,” 
and adaptations of two of his short 
stories, “‘Welcome to the City” and 
“Return to Kansas City,” is being 
presented on a_ Friday-Sunday 
evening schedule at The Theatre 
Club, N. Y. The cast for the 
presentation, directed by Steffen 
Zacharias, includes John Milligin, 
Marianna Courtney, Martin Done- 
gan, Lola Peizer, Patricia Allison 
and Norris Ross. 

George Roy Hill will direct 

The tour of “Waltz of the Tore- 
adors,” costarring Melvyn Douglas 
and Paulette Goddard, opens Sept. 
25 at the McCarter Theatre, Prince- 
ton, N. J., with a return Broadway 
engagement contemplated to start 
the week of March 24. 

A touring company of “Bells Are 
Ringing,” probably with 
Parks and his wife, Betty Garrett, 
costarring, is booked to open Jan. 
The couple are 
currently rehearsing for a two- 
week takeover of the Judy Holliday 
and Sydney Chaplin roles in the 
show when the latter duo vaca- 
tion, beginning | »nday (26). 

“Mary Baker Eddy,” which deals 
with the founder of Christian 
Science and was presented in Lon- 
don in 1934, is scheduled for Broad- 
way production by Sidney Kauf- 
man, with Guy Thomajan as stager. 
The play credited to the late Ernest 
"er, was written in association 

Herman Kesten and adapted 

Edward Crankshaw. Kaufman 
controls the rights to Toller’s plays 
and other literary works. 

A new translation by Richard 
Mason and Regina Wojak of “The 
Italian Strawhat,” a comedy with 
music by French writers Eugene 
Labiche and Mare Michael, is 
scheduled to open Sept. 25 at the 
4th Street Theatre. 

Hume Cronyn, who recently 
completed a strawhat tour with his 
wife, Jessica Tandy, in “Man in 
the Dog Suit,” sandwiched in a 
brief rest on his own private island, 
Children’s Bay-Cay in the Bahamas, 
prior to undertaking the direction 
of “The Egghead,” which begins 
rehearsals tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Larry Hagman has returned to 
the off-Broadway production of 
“Career,” following a leave of 
absence. 

Playwright-director “Elmer Rice 
planed last Friday (16) to Tokyo as 
a delegate to the Congress of the 
Inter ‘onal P.E.N. Club, to be 
held uc ving the week of Sept. 1. 
He’s due back Sept. 11 and will 
then begin staging “The Young 
Strangers,” slated to open on 
Broadway in mid-November. 

Manuel D. Herbert and Saul 
Gottlieb have optioned Bernard 
Evslin’s “The Colors of Sleep”. for 
Broadway production this season. 

William Ress will be production 
stage manager for “Monique,” with 

(Continued on: page 60) 


“Look Homeward Angel.” 
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‘Lady’ $117,701 Local Frisco Mark; 


‘Okla.’ $119,811 


Still All-Time High 





San Francisco, Avg. 20. + 


Final non-subscription week of | 
“My Fair Lady” broke all records 
at Opera House, exceeding capacity 
by $2,700 on strength of standees. 

Curran will be dark until Aug. 
29, when Civic Light Opera’s “An- 
nie Get Your Gun” opéns. “Diary 
of Anne Frank” opens Aug. 26 at 
the Alcazar. Opera House will be 
dark until mid-September, 
Frisco Opera’s season opens. 

Estimates for Last Week 

My Fair Lady, Opera House (6th 


wk) ($5.50-$5.90; 3,300; $115,000) 
‘(Anne Rogers, Brian Aherne). 
Standees-only $117,701; previous 


week, $113,500; exited last Satur- 
day (17) for Denver. 

Fanny, Curran (5th wk) ($5.50- 
$5.90; 1,758; $58,000) (Claude Dau- 
phin, Doretta Morrow, Italo Tajo). 
Near-capacity $55,000; previous 
week, $55,000; slightly below house 
potential because of CLO subscrip- 
tion; exited last Saturday (17) for 
Los Angeles. 

No Time for Sergeants, Geary 
(7th wk). ($4.40-$4.95; 1,550; $36,- 
000) (James Holden). Strong $29,- 
300; previous week, $29,200. 


Reluctant Debutante, Alcazar | 
($3.85; 1,147; $27,200) ‘(Reginald 
Gardiner, Brenda Forbes). Slim 


$9,500; previous week, $9,500; exits 
Aug. 25 for Los = Angeles. 


Other Grosses panes Over 100G 

The $117, 701 grossed by “My 
Fair Lady” last week at a $5.90 top 
in its sixth and final frame at 
the 3,300-seat Opera House, San 
Francisco, is runner-up to the rec- 
erd take established by “Okla- 
homa” in 1946. 

The Rodgers & Hammerstein 
musical drew $119,811, believed to 
be the all-time legit high, for a 
regular eight-performance week at 
the 6,000-seat Municipal Audito- 
rium, Oklahoma City, in Novem- 
ber of that year. The top was 
$4.20. 

“Lady” also topped the $100,000 | 
gross mark during its five previous 


weeks in Frisco, with takes rang- | the-Se 


ing from $112,200-$113,500. The 
Loewe-Lerner musical also nabbed 
$102,849 and $102,915 on two De- 
troit frames. 

The R&H “South Pacific” also 
passed‘the $100,000 figure in Dal- 
las in 1950 and Seattle in 1952. 


The Dallas take was. $112,368 for | p, 


an eight performance-week at a 
$4.80 top at the 4,30l-seat State 
Fair Auditorium. The gross is 
Seattle, an all-time high for that 
city, was $100,063 for eight per- 
formances in the 4,500-seat Civic 
Auditorium. The top was $4.50. 


Sked Flock of ‘Planet’ 





Productions in Europe ss 


Gore Vidal's “A Visit to a Small 
Planet” is scheduled for a num- 
ber of foreign productions. Thea- 
tres in West Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland are planning presen- 
tations of the comedy, currently in 
its 28th week on Broadway. 

Eric Burger, who’s adapted the 
play for German legit, is slated to} 
leave New York shortly for Ger- 
many to assist in the preparation 
of a fall production at West Ber- 
lin’s Renaiss@nce Theatre. 


SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
BROADWAY 
(Theatres Set) 
*Separate Tables, Music Box (9-2-57). 
Mask and Gown, Golden (9-10-57). 
City Center (9-11-57). 





Ww 26-57). 
Sst. Night Kid, Morosco (10-2-57) 
rts, Music Box (10-3-57). 
ager, Lyceum (10-3-57). 
Egghead, ry ny a 
R notf & 


0-9-57). 
oma iet, Plymouth (10-10-57). 
Compuision, tne 0-14-57). 
Under Milk Woed, Miller (10-15-57). 
Nature's St, Coronet (10-16-57). 
rass, RY, (10-17-57). 
Fair Game, ik (10-23-57). 
For Amusement, Ambass. (10-25-57). 
Sq. Root of SS Nat’l (10-30-57). 
Jamaica, Soreness 0-31-57). 
Carefree Heart, ANTA (11-7-57). 
Time Remembered, fhoreste (11-11-57). 
Country Wife, Adeiphi ( ae 
Look Homew , Kis 1-28-57). 
Derk Be Steirs, Music ae da 5-57). 
Miss Isobel, Royale (12-26-57 
Music Man, Majestic (12-28-57). 
Captain’s Paradise, B’way (1-28-58). 
(Theatres Not ae) 
Strongest (10-2-57). 
Rumple (10-31-57). ‘ 
Soft Touch (11-6-57). 
Nude With Violin (wk. 11-11-57). 
Rope Dancers (wk. 11-18-57). 
Shadow of Enemy (wk. 12-9-57). 
Salt Air (wk. 1-27-58). 
Rivairy, (1-27-58). 
Sunrise at Campobelio (1-30-58). 
Love Me Little (26-58 
OFF- BROADWAY 
s Todd, Ui St. @-27-57). 
Pink String, Royal 5 
Tevya, Carne Pla (9-16-57), 
italien Stra St. (9-30-57). 
Maria Stuart, Phoenix oes = 
Clerembard, Rooftop (1)-7-57 
Note; Asterisks indicate reopen 








ings. 


‘Stockings’ Silken 526 
Despite a Rainout, K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 20. 
Starlight Theatre’s production of 
“Silk Stockings” in the Swope Park | 
outdoor theatre last week grossed | 


i fine $52,000, despite a rainout|staging here in 1 


| Thursday night (15). Attendance | 
Was hear capacity Saturday night | 
(17), The show starred Tony Ben- 
nett and Julie Wilson. 

“Damn Yankees” opened last 
night (Mon.) with Gretchen Wyler, 
Gale Gordon, Danny Carroll, James 
Hurst, Edwin Steffe, George S. 
Irving, Jessie Elliott ond Hilde- 
garde Halliday. 


Peyton Price Producer 


At Cincy Summer Spot 
Cincinnati, Aug. 20. 

The Cincinnati Summer Play- 
house, currently in its third sea- 
son, is undergoing reorganization. 
Peyton Price has been imported 
from New York as managing direc- 
tor, succeeding Richard L. Rosen; 
feld, who resigned with the an- 
nounced intention of devoting 
more time to his local concession- 
naire business. 

Robert Colwell was engaged as 
stager, succeeding William Penn, 
and Harry Barth, Allen James, 
Joan Hotchkis and Sasha von 
Cherler were dropped from the 
acting company. 


Stock Tryouts 


(Aug. 19-Sept. 1) 

Anyone for Love, musical, with book 
and lyrics by Burton Crane, music by 
Jane Douglass White (rene rg 
Ivy Tower Playhouse, Spring Lake, N. J. 


(19-31). 
Back to Methuselah, Arnold Moss’ con- 
densed version of Bernard Shaw’s play 
(Celeste Holm, Arnold Moss)—Theatre-by- 
e-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. (19-24); West 
port (Cann.) Country Sieglisaae (26-31) 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, a. 14, °57). 
Cantilevered Terrace, by William Arch- 
Dunnock)—White 
tre, Westport, Conn. (1). 
Chairs, by Eugene lonesco (E. G. Mar- 








shall)—White Barn Theatre, Westport, 
Conn. (24-25). 
Dazzling Hour, adapted by Nancy Mit- 


ford from_ French ef Anna Bonacci (Mony 
Francis Lederer)—Pocone Play- 
house, Mountainhome, Pa. (26-31). 
anklin—Barter Theatre, Ab- 
on, Va. (26-31). 

ppened One WN — Town Hail, 
Provincetown, Mass. 

Jamison Affeir, by Joel Wyman (Fran- 
ces Farmer)—Bucks amy Playhouse, 
New —. ~, he 4 

by Robert 


Cn Yo ‘" 1 A 





(19-24) (Original straight play 
reviewed ‘in he yg al Sy 2, "57, under 
the oh _ Small Servant”), 

Brt 





ADWAY 
Carousel (City Center): Howard Keel 
pone oe 3 A Moore 
Bambi_ Lin Kay Med 


ford, PiRovert rt Pagent, Lee Lucker, Robert 
Eckles, 

Jama a. . Wall, Jane Craddock, 
Patricia Dunn, Lavinia Hamilton, Frank 
Glass, Harold Gordon, —— Horne. 

Copper and Grass: Conlow, 
Sherry Kaye, Doreen += a Doug 
Rogers. 


Romanoff and Juliet: Jack Gilford Mari- 
anne Deeming, Suzanne Storrs, William 
» Natalie Shafer, Beverly Bentley 


(understudy). 
unis, Man: Pert Kelton. 3 tothe 
ime Sergeants: Joe m 
a ow Ww age 
De Top 


the the Stairs: Pat 
Hingle, faa Wrehee Eileen Heckart. 
iat an Yankees: Nathaniel Frey (re- 
Visit te a Small Planet: Earl pentoue 
Bh. 5 Philip Coo 
Nature's Way: 
ne. Joe Silve: 
Four pante James Rennie, Robert 


Saturda —— pias Alex Nicol. 
yv 
Com: aogerene , t 


McDowall, Dean 
Twe > For See-Saw: splices Fonda, Anne 
Bancroft. 
Li'l Abner: Deedee Wood (succeeded 
Tina Louise). 
one BROADWAY 
Sweeney Todd: Vivian Brown, Esther 
Benson, Raymond wiles John Riley, Betty 
dinette, Diane — 3 —. 
Patricia Varlisle, Ray wn, 
$ase. Jim O'Neil, John Tobias Jack 
‘0; y. 
Covid Happen te You (Yiddish): 
Diana Goldberg. 
Tevya: Ruth Kaner, 


Anne Fielding, 
Ellen Holly, Conrad Bromberg. . 


Ziegteld Follies: Will Jordan. 
Wa of the Toreadors: George Mc- 





. A, G9-24; Aleazar 


“My Fair Lady (2d Co.) rian Aherne, 
Rogers)—Aud., Denver (20-31). 


No Time 7 Co.)—Ge 
8. F. 9-39. oir ee 
on he ‘Forbes Somes —_ 
* orbes 8. F. ¢ 
24); farttera. A. 1). 


Srery «ryout)—National, 


Wash. (19-31. 


MUNSEL BIG $52,700 
‘SP’ HOLDOVER, DALLAS 


Dallas, Aug. 20. 
State Fair Musicals’ fifth pro- 
duction, “South Pacific,” tallied a 
| smash $52,700 for the closing seven 
| performances through Sunday’s 
(18) matinee at State Fair Audito- 
rium. Musical, with a continuing 
weather break, starred Patrice 
|Munsel, with Lew Parker, Sylvia 
Syms, 
| Porretta featured. 
| Season's closer, “Rose Marie,” 
opened last night (Mon.) for a two- 
week run. Musical, em its fifth 
years, stars 
| Anna Maria Alberghetti, with Car- 
la Alberghetti, John Reardon, Rob- 
ert Bush, Alice Ghostley and 
Estelle Sloan featured. 


Diary’ OK $26,100 
As Loner in L.A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 20. 

Local legit pace picks up again 
this week, after a stanza with only 
one offering, with the opening last 
night (Mon.) of “Fanny” as the 
third item on the Civie Light 
Opera Assn. program of four mu- 
sicals. It will run five weeks at 
the Philharmonic Auditorium. 

Last week, “Diary of Anne 
Frank,” moved up another notch / 
to $26,100 for its third week at the 
Huntington Hartford Theatre, up 
$1,100 from the previous frame. It 
winds up this week at the 1,024- 
seat house and will be followed 
next Monday (26) by “Reluctant 
Debutante.” 


British Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 














N 
Fy (1-24-57), 
«12-1-53) 
chelor, Duchess (12-19-56), 
(4-11-56), 


-15-56). 

r Am Only, Apollo (6-5-56), 
Free As Air, Savoy ( 

Grab Me # Gondola, ioe (12-26-56). 
(5-89-56). 


ore St >. 
Salad Days, Vaudeville retry 
Silver Wedding, ©. 7 


bix Months’ 





Tr 
Waltz eof Toread 
Yerma, Arts (7-31-57). 


Earl Wrightson and Frank | 


Bway Rolling; ‘Mame’ Record $47,915, 
‘Lil Abner’ $53,800, Merman $45,100, 
‘Girl 49146, ‘Visit’ $19,800, ‘Love’ 136 





Stratford (Conn.) Fest 


Gets $39,900, New York 


Stratford, Conn., Aug. 20. 
Except for one performance, the 
American Shakespeare 
Theatre was entirely sold out the 


eight-show week ending Sunday | 


(18), with a gross of $39,900. This 
is by all means the best business in 
the three-year life of the house. 
Katherine Hepburn and Alfred 
Drake are costarred. 

“Othello,” “Merchant of Venice” 
and “Much Ado About Nothing” 
ws all virtually SRO through:ept. 





National, Wash. 


ames ~Continued from page 57 


Theatre” 
week. 

“No Time for Sergeants” anne 
»March 17 at the National for 
eight-week stand through May 10. 
Then another break until May 26, 
when “Diary of Anne Frank” is due 
for three weeks. 











Mpls. Has 6 Bookings 
Minneapolis, Aug. 20. 
With the signing of “Auntie 
Mame” at the Lyceum Theatre for 
Feb. 17-22, the local legit” house 
already has one more touring show 
booking for the coming season, a 
total of six, than it had all of the 
1956-57 semester. Other touring 


productions set are “No Time for | 


Sergeants,” Oct. 17-27; “Waltz of 


the Toreadors,” Nov. 25-30; “Hap- 
piest Millionaire,” Jan. 14-19; Jose 
Greco Dancers, Feb. 5-7, and 


“Separate Tables,” Feb. 10-15: 

All but Greco and “Auntie 
Mame” are Theatre Guild subscrip- 
tion offerings and the Guild, 
which supplied all five of last sea- 
son’s attractions, is obligated to 
provide one more. Thus far the St. 
Paul Auditorium has only two 
legits set. They are “No Time for 
Sergeants,” Oct. 15-16, and “Rival- 
ry,” Oct. 23-24. St. Paul has no 
Guild subscription season. 





Herbert Whittaker, the Toronto 
Globe & Mail's legit critic, is cover- 





ing shows in Britain for a fortnight. 





avoid confusion. The title change 


East and Asia. Morrison also sent a 


groups. 


format, 


Credit for the change goes to 


executive secretary of the union. 


Doll” and “Oh, My Papa.” One of 


viewers who talk with the stars. 
Morley. 





s * 
Inside Stuff—Legit 
Jack Morrison, of the UCLA drama department and president of 


the American Educational Theatre Assn., has suggested that the re- 
' cently-formed American College Theatre Assn. change its name to 


was recommended in a letter to 


Michael Sisk, ACTA managing director. ACTA, comprising recent col- 
lege graduates, is planning a year-long tour of Europe, the Middle- | Hayes (D) ($6.90; 


letter to Christian Herter, of the 





Equity, the official monthly publication of Actors Equity, has a new | 
initiated with the current September publication. A striking house where it was forced to close 
cover, a table of contents, special features (including reviews of books | during its sixth week early in July 
and records by Paul L. Ross), a letters-to-the-editor page and special 
placement of classified ads are among the innovations. 


Equity’s magazine sub-committee, 





the programs was devoted entirely | 


to the operation “of Keith Prowse, Britain's largest theatre ticket 
De | agency. 
Ludovic Kennedy introduces the show, and heads a team of inter- 


‘On Stage,” is directed by Peter 





The “works-in-progress” ‘series planned by Banner Productions as 
staged readings for alternate Monday nights at the Carnegie Hall Play- | quee (6-19-57). 
house, N.Y., as part of a four-way project, is being pitched at film and 
tv story editors, legit producers and literary agents. 
Columbia Pictures and Music Corp. of America, plus some legit pro- | 
ducers, have thus far subscribed to the series, scheduled to get under- | 
way Oct. 7 with “Spring Out of Season,” 

|}under contract to 20th-Fox. 


Reps of NBC, 





| member present try to bring at least one additional member to the next 


| such session and that car pools be organized for the transportation of Three 


by Ben Maddow, a scenarist | 


Festival | 
an 


* Broadway's emergence from the 


j}summer doldrums continued last 
j}week. Business for practically all 
{shows climbed for the second con- 
secutive frame. A_ few entries, 
however, are still in the marginal 
| groove. 

The capacity shows were 
tie Mame,” “Bells Are 
d “My Fair Lady.” “Mame,” in- 
cidentally, topped its previous 
| week's house record at the Broad- 
hurst Theatre. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Must- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
eretta), 

Other parenthetic “designations 
~omee refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10°% Federal and 


“Aun- 
Ringing” 





will be here for one! i.e., 


5% City tax, but grosses are net; 
exclusive of taxes. 


Auntie Mame, Bfloadhurst (C) 
(36th wk; 285; $6.90; 1,214: $46,500) 
(Rosalind Russell). Previous week, 
$47,868; last week, new record for 
theatre at $47,915 

Bells Are Ringing, Shubert (MC) 
(38th wk; 300; $8.05; 1,453; $58,101) 
— Holliday), As always, $58,- 


q . 

Damn Yankees, Adelphi (MC) 
(120th wk; 955; $7.50; 1,434; $50e 
000). On twofers. Previous week, 
$26,400; last week, over $26,000. 

Happy Hunting, Majestic (MC) 
(37th wk; 292; $8.05; 1,625; $69,989) 
(Ethel Merman). Previous week, 
$36,800; last week, over $45,100. 

Li'l Abner, St. James (MC) (40th 
wk; 316; $8.05; 1,028; $58,100). 
Previous week, $52,800; last week, 
almost $53,800 

Most Happy Fella, oN ial (MD) 
(68th wk; 540; $7.50; 1.427; $57,875). 
Previous week, $26,500; ‘last week, 
almost $28,100. 

My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(75th wk; 595; $8.05; 1.551; $67,696) 
(Edward Mulhare, Julie Andrews). 
As always, $68,700. 

New Girl In Town, 46th St. (MD) 
(14th wk; 111; $9.20-$8.60; 1,297; 
$59,084). (Gwen Verdon, Thelma 
Ritter), Previous week, $48,300; 
last week, nearly $49,500. 

No Time for Sergeants, Alvin 
(C) (96th wk; 764; $5.75-$4.60; 
1,331; $38,500). On discount tick- 
ets. Previous week, $17,300; last 
week, over $20,400. Closes Sept. 
14 to tour. 

Tunnel of Love, Royale (C) (26th 
wk; 213; $5.75; 944; $34,000) (Tom 
Ewell). Previous week, $11,200; 
last week, over $13,000 





Visit to a Small Planet, Booth 


| (C) (28th wk; 220; $6.90-$5.75; 766; 


$27,300) (Cyril Ritchard). Previ- 
jous week, $19,500; last week, 
over $19,800. 


State Dept., to clarify the distinction between the two organizations. | dridge). 
AETA, as pointed out by Morrison to Herter, has been in operation | Monday (19), 
since 1936 and is sponsoring international tours of college theatrical | week layoff. 


Reopening This Week 
Leng Day's Journey Into Night, 
1,039; $30,000) 
March, Florence’ El- 
Began its 35th week last 
following a seven- 


(Fredric 


Simply Heavenly, Playhouse 
(MC) ($5.75-$4.60; 996; $25,000). 


| Originally preemed last May 23 at 


\the off-Broadway 85th Street Play- 


|by the N.Y. City Fire Dept. and 





chairmanned by Jane White and comprising Lois Wilson, Judson Laire, | 
Hiram Sherman, Sara Bettis, Elinor Wright, Jeane Sincere, Dick Moore 
and Paul Jones. Moore is editor of the mag, while Jones is an assistant 


Dept. of Licenses. The production, 
which had been laying off since 
then, resumed on Broadway last 
night (Tues.). 

OFF BROADWAY 


| Career, Actors Playhouse (4-30- 


Sparse membership attendance at the last annual regional Actors $5,700 last week with 
Equity «meet in Los Angeles has spurred various recommendations to | ¢ess Spoil Rock Hunter,” 
|} hypo future turnouts. Suggestions made at the conclave were that each Sam Levene. 


7) 


Country Wife, Renata (6-26-57); 


' 
A new British commercial tv series entitled “On Stage,” is providing | closes next Sunday (25). 
a boost for London legit. So far, the program, which is networked | 
from London weekly by Assoc iated-Rediffusion, has given plugs to such | | (5-8-56). 
current West End shows as “Six Months Grace,” “Summer Of the 17th | 


Iceman Cometh, Circle-in-Square 


In Good King Charles’ Golden 
Days, Downtown (1-24-57). 
Purple Dust (Cherry Lane (12- 
27-56). 
Synge Trilogy, Theatre East (3- 
6-57) 
Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9- 
20-55). 
Closed Last Week 
School for Wives, Theatre Mar- 





Sam Levene in ‘Success’ 
Nifty $15,700, Philly 


Philadelphia, Aug. 20. 
Philly's tent theatre, the Play- 
house in the Park, grossed a hefty 
“will Suc- 
starring 


week's offering is “My 
Angels,” starring Walter 


This 


| the members. The attendance tally“at the annual conclave was 77. | Slezak. 


LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 21, 1957 





Business 


Men Get Stage Training 


|DAUGHTER’S BIOG OF 
| ‘FREDDY’ LONSDALE 


e _ bd “Freddy” by Frances Donaldson 
or on Indus OWS oink, $3.05 he Bogan 
0 


Even industrial executives are, 
getting into the legit act. They’re 
getting on-the-job training in show- 
manship for salesmanship appli- 
catron 

Although the Stanislavsky-styled 
schooling for corporation VIPs is 
not new, it’s being accentuated by 
the boom in industrial show pro- 
duction, The execs literally partic- 
ipate in these merchandising pres- 
entations. 

This businessman-to-performer 
transition is currently being illus- 
trated by several top personnel of 
Westinghouse Consumers Products. 
They're an integral part of WCP’s 


> 








Lear Tells "Em Off ; 


Mannheim, Aug. 13 
Dr. Hans Schueler, manager of 
the Mannheim International Thea- 
tre, made an apology and explana- 





of the venerable actor Werner 
Krauss during his performance as 
“King Lear” recently. 


the constant coughing in the house, 
interrupted his dramatic perfor- 
mance as Lear to shout at the au- 





merchandist-musical, “The Shape 
of Tomorrow,” which the firm is 
presenting to its dealers and dis- 
tributors during a two-week con- 
clave in Columbus, O. 

The show was put together by 
Dramaturgy. The latter outfit, 
headed by Rankin Bingham, is one 
of the oldest in the industrial show 
field. The Westinghouse brass was 
groomed for participation in the 
presentation by Frank Warring- 
ton, who's employed by Drama- 
turgy as a permanent staffer for 
just that purpose. 

Another Dramaturgy staffer, Her- 
bert Kanzell, wrote and directed 
the musical. The score is by John 
Wyman, and Ted Royal is musical 
director. Besides the Westinghouse 
execs, the tuner also includes 12 
professional formers, headed by 
Martyn Green. 

The show is under the jurisdic- 
tion of Actors Equity, which has a 
$175 weekly minimum for the field. 
However, the performers in this 
offering are, all getting above the 
minimum, with the salary the same 
for rehearsal and regular perform- 
ance. 

The cast will have put in a total 
of about four weeks work when the 
show winds up next Wednesday 
(28). At the minimum rate, the 
payoff on the job, per performer, 
would be about $700. That's in ad- 
dition to a per diem allowance 
while in Columbus, 

The production, which runs 
about three-and-a-half hours, is be- 
ing presented in the theatre of the 
Westinghouse plant in Columbus. 
There are three alternate morning 
performances this week and two 
next week. Each performance is 
expected to play to an audience 
of 500 for a total of 2,500 for the 
five shows. 

Besides Green, the cast includes 


‘dience, “Cough at home! Or at 
‘least put a handkerchief before 
| your mouth!” 


| Schueler explained that during) 


| Kauss’ twelve appearances in the 
|role, he had been irritated by the 
jloud coughing in the theatre. Old- 
| timer in the German film and stage 
industry, Krauss played a role in 
|the anti-Jewish film, “Jew Suess.” 





‘Strawhat May Extend 


Stowe, Vt., Aug. 20. 

A summer theatre in this moun- 
tain-fringed village hopes to branch 
out into a rendezvous for winter- 
time skiers. Undaunted by the 
many problems of presenting a 
nine-week season of drama on the 
veritable shoestring, Nancy Gra- 
ham and Steven Hall, a pleasant, 
motherish woman with a man's 
name, hope to fix up the basement 
of the Stowe Playhouse into a place 
to “serve tea and have music” for 
people after their wintertime ski- 
ing. 

Both womén play leads in the 
Playhouse performances, as well as 
handling numerous 


nearly all the 250 seats. Others in 
the cast include two budding pro 
fessional actors from New York, 


chant, a teacher, a radio announc- 
er and a State Hospital employee 





Fred Hillebrand, Marilyn Ross, Re- 


Green, Nancy Hackenberg, Helene 
Ellis, Beverly Weston, 
McFarland, Adrienne Angel 
Buff Shurr, who also handled the 
choreography. 





tion here of the unusual behavior > 


The 70-year-old Krauss, upset by | 


To Winter for Skiers | 


production | 
chores for the Friday, Saturday and | 
Sunday shows, which usually fill | 


several Stowe lodge owners, a mer: | 


nee Orin, Edgar Powell, Charles | 


Dorothea | 
and | 


f Frederick Lensdale, late English 
playwright, written by his daugh- 
ter. Mrs. Donaldson, known for her 


books on farming and dairying, is; 


not quite so successful in portray- 
ing her parent as was Marguerite 
Courtney with Laurette Taylor 
(“Laurette”: Rinehart; reviewed in 
Variety, 4/27/55). The books most 
filial passages fail to bring off her 
picture of Lonsdale, “the candid 


more than the 
selfish, lazy, difficult, if gifted and 
highly-successful theatre person. 

With little or no formal educa- 
|tien, Freddy Leonard from the 
Isle of Jersey managed to create 
24 plays and musicals and a good- 
ly number of screenplay$ between 
1908 and 1950. He established him- 
lself as a “superior,” almost Ox- 
onian type in the West End, and, 
until his death in 1954, remained 
the centre of a devoted circle of 


| admirers; most of them admitting | 


|te sears from his waspishness, in- 
gratitudes and vagaries. 

His brittle style and bubbling 
dialog reached its peak in “The 
Last of Mrs. Cheyney” (1925), 
which -did 514 West End perform- 
ances; followed by 385 per- 
formances at the Fulton on Broad- 
way the same year. “On Approval’ 
(1927) was another memorable 
Lonsdale entry. The playwright 
outlived his vogue and his fortune, 
lbut never altered the quixotic 
| pattern of his personal behavior. 
|“Eecentric” is perhaps the kindest 
| description one can deduce from” 
| Mrs. Donaldson's full-length por- 
trait of her famous father. Down. 


| Stock Items 


| The Camden (N.J.) County Mu- 
|sic Fair was due to get back into 
| action last week with a new tent 
lto replace the one torn to shreds 
July 28 in a rainsquall. 

John Huntingten, producer of 
the Spa Summer Theatre, Saratoga, 
N.Y., is out of the hospital follow- 
ing removal of a kidney stone. He 
expects to undergo a second opera- 
| tion soon. 








| Nellie Forbush role in “South 
| Pacific’ this week and next at 
|Highland Park, Chicago, where 
|she opened the strawhat season in 
“Pajama Game” and originally 
played “South Pacific” three sea- 
sons ago. 

Nancy Sheridan is featured this 
week in “Time for Elizaheth,” 
starring Groche Marx, at the Grist 
'Mill Playhouse, Andover, N. J. 
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HS229 LONG PD-VT AUSTIN TEX AUG 9 442PMC- 
PRODUCER DIRECTOR THE PLAYHOUSE THEATRE 4816 


APPRECIATE YOUR EFFORTS IN REJUVENATING PLAYHOUSE 
AND BRINGING LEGITIMATE THEATRE TO HOUSTON AREA*. 
CULTURAL AC?IVITIES OF THIS TYPE ADD MUCH TO A FAST 
GROWING CITY IN KEEPING WITH ITS PLACE AMONG THE TOP 
CITIES OF OUR NATION, 


I SINCERELY REGRET NOT BEING ABLE TO ATTEND IN 
PERSON TO SEE YOU STARRING IN YOUR RECORD BREAKING 
TO YOU AND TO ALL THOSE WHO 
UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP MADE POSSIBLE THIS LONG RUN 
I SEND MY VERY BEST WISHES AND CONGRATULATIONS. 


PRICE DANIEL, GOVERNOR OF TEXAS 


ad 3-19 











*2nd YEAR’S SUCCESSFUL OPERATION ! 


t WITNESS FOR THE PROSECUTION” 
(4th Record Breaking Month) 


Starring, PRODUCER-DIRECTOR P 


HERBERT KRAMER 


biography of an eccentric,” as much | 
examination of a) 


Betty Jane Watson is playing the | 


“After looking at the picture of 


and in the process of putting a wig on his bald pate. 


the News and Mirror displays. Th 


inquiries on the matter. 
The Jonés show, “Mask and 





Playhouse, New Hope, Pa. 





- Critic Pans the Ad 


In what could be taken as comment on his paper's ad-accept- 
ance department, John Chapman, legit critic of the N. Y. Daily 
News, inserted the following in his column yesterday (Tues.): 


‘Mr.’ T. C. Jones in the ads for 


his show, I'd just as soon forget it.” The reference was to displays 
appearing Monday (19) in the News and N. Y. Mirror, showing a 
rear view of the femme impersonator, scantily clad in distaff attire, 


The N. Y. Times and Herald Tribune had refused to accept the 
copy, but ran small ads in the Monday issues calling attention to 


e ads were handled by the show's 


pressagent, Bill Doll, who subsequently side-stepped Yarrety’s 


Gown,” opens Sept. 10 at the 


Golden Theatre, N.Y., after a tuneup week -at the Bucks County 

















Continued f 


Bill Dodds as stage manager, J. H. 
del Bondio as general manager, 
John Robert Lloyd, as set designer 
and Helene Pons as costume de- 
signer. 

“Ping String and Sealing Wax,” 
Ronald Pertwee’s play which ran 
for 361 performances in London in 
1943, is scheduled to open Sept. 5 
at the off-Broadway Royal Play- 
house under the production 
auspices of Rosemary Berkeley and 
Paula Dein. The new managerial 
team plan thé production, which 
will be directed by Jehn Ainsworth, 
as the first in a series of British 


Pic 
hard Maney’s “Fanfare, the 
Confessions of a Press Agent,” will 
be published Oct. 28 by Harper & 
Bros. 

The scheduled Broadway pro- 
duction of “The Strongest” has 
been put back from October to 
later in the season. Lee Marvin 
is no longer set for the cast. 

A Broadway production of Leslie 
Stevens’ new comedy tentatively 
titled “Man and Women” is 
planned by Gayle Stine. 





ation of his book, “Brother to 
Dragons,” is scheduled for Broad- | 
way production this season by) 
William Darrid and Arnold R. | 
Krakower, with Aaron Frankel as) 


“My Wife and I,” a farce by) 
Norman Krasna, has been added to | 
David Merrick’s production sche- | 


plating a Broadway production of | 
“El Baile,” specially written by | 


Cenchita Montez. Miss Wiman 
presented Hugh Burden’s adapta- | 
tion of the play, with Miss Montez 
starring, in London last year. 

“But Not For Marriage” is the 
new title for “Portofino,” the mu- 
sical announced for Broadway pro- 
duction by Richard Ney. 

Jay Ingram is negotiating a co- 
production deal with the Theatre 
|Guild for his musical, “Thé Foun- 
tain of Youth,” for which he wrote 
|the books and lyrics. The score is 
| by Leo Shukin. 
been set as choreographer and 
| Claudio Guzman as art director. 
| Shirl Conway will star in Mor- 
| ris Ryskind’s revue for the National 
| Buick Show, which will open Sept. 
9 in Flint, Mich., and then tour 
| for six weeks. ~ 
| Martin Schwartz is back as as- 
|sociate to Richard Maney after a 
|14-week exploitation stint 
| Michael Todd's “Around the World 
jin 80 Days.” 

Leigh Connell, Theodore Mann | 
& Jose Quintero have acquired | 
“Rain Before Seven,” Mare Bran-| 
del’s dramatization of his own)! 
jnovel, for Broadway production 
this -season. ; 

James Van Lare’s “A Part of the 
Memory,” slated for off-Broadway | 
production this season, was tried 
out last week at the Bushkill 
(N.Y.) Playhouse. 

Legit pressagent Merle Debu- 
sky is back in New York following 
a five-week vacation in California 
and Mexico. He's resumed his 





ballyhoo chores for the N.Y. Sum- 
mer Shakespeare Festival in Cen- 
tral Park and Banner Productions. 

Albert Selden will be partnered 
with Richard Kollmar in the forth- 
coming musical- production, “The 
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Robert Penn Warren’s rage 2 MATUNUCK 


director. | 


dule. | 
Anna Deere Wiman is contem-| 


Edgar Neville for Spanish actress | 





Steven Papich has | 


for | 


| Theatre and Studio 


Legit Bits 


rom page 58 


;Body Beautiful,” slated for Broad- 
;way production late next January 
j}under George Schaefer's direction. 

Jay Julian is delaying his sched- 
uled Broadway production of Wil- 
liam Marchant’s play, “Counsel for 
the Defense.” 

Janet Blair has withdrawn as 
femme lead in the upcoming N.Y. 
City Center revival of “Carousel,” 
with Barbara Cook succeeding. 

Robert C. Schnitzer, general 
manager of ANTA’s International 
Exchange Program, left last week- 
end for two weeks in Eurpoe where 
he’ll vacation and also discuss ad- 
ministrative arrangements for 
forthcoming ANTA tours. 

Marcella Cismey, Associate Co- 
ordinator of Performing Arts for 
the U.S. Commission to the Brus- 
selg World's Fair, 1958, is now in 
Belgium for several weeks of con- 
ferences with the American Fm- 
-bassy staff and Belgian Fair offic:- 
als regarding plans for U.S. entries 
at the Fair. 

— 














RHODE ISLAND 


Theatre-By-The-Sea 


This property is held in Trust as 
part of the Estate of Alice J. Tyler. 
Any inquiries with respect to sale 
thereof should be addressed to: 


MORRIS TYLER, Trustee 































BUILDING...SALE...RENT 


125 WEST 43rd | 
NEW YORK, NW. Y. | 
former TOWN HALL of AIR BLDG. 


7500 sq. ft. Elevator Part. Air Con. 
_ Excellent Condition 





| 





Ideal—Producer, Agency or Union 
Adjacent to Town Hall 
For information: 
Wm. Lese, TE 8-6600 
PEASE & ELLIMAN, INC. 
60 East Séth St., N. Y., N.Y 











Available for Rehearsals 


1 
40-Ft. Proscenium Stage 
Also Studio 30 x 18 Feet 
Call Miss Newton 
ORegon 4-1076 or Ci 6-0175 
——————— 


a 


Executive Producer of Famous 
European Musical 
US citizen te Europe soon. Witi 














contracting and production 
je 2 attractions, etc.), alse non- 
theatrical. 

Write Box 192, VARIETY 
154 W. 46th St., New York 34, N. Y 











CAPITAL FOR BONA FIDE ADVENTURE 


Witt Invest and take active participation in theetrical, motion 
picture or allied proposition. Prefer off-Broadway Theatre and 


will buy building if necessary. 


Write BOX 6 


18, VARIETY 


154 West 46th Street, New York 36, N. Y. F 
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$ SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


seeeseeeeeeeee+ By Frank Scully 


VARIETY 


{tions to have his hair retouched,| 
}| or at least allow it to grow back 
| to its natural shade, Russel Crouse, 
co-author of the book ef the mus- 
ical, reportedly tried to explain to 
'him why it was unreasonable for 


In 1919, he founded and organized | him to retain the iron-grey hair. | 
Stratford-on-Avon Festival Theatre, |,/£ You were being screentested | 


Wednesday, August 21, 1957 
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That's Publishing 
Rome, Aug. 20. 





Some 39 years after he started 
a spare time writing career, P. H.} 


Mulholland of Honolulu has had) jn Shakespeare’s home town be- | 


his first novel published. 

His mystery manuscript was en- 
titled “Death of a Waikiki Blonde” 
and the plot had a Hawaii set-| 
ting. But the publisher (Avon! 
Books) decided to climb onto the | 
calypso bandwagon. They changed | 
the locale to Trinidad, changed 
the blond to brunette, and retitled | 
the paperback “Calypso Murders.” 

Undaunted, author is wor 
another mystery manuscript — 
again with a Waikiki setting. 


Satevepost Ducks Stranding 


After a three-week investigation | writes with grace and authority, | cusation 


producing 36 of the Bard’s plays 


tween 1919 and 1936. Bridges- 
Adams supervised New Memorial 
Theatre at Stratford, and brought 
three Stratford companies on 


American tours between 1928-32, | other columnists that he was the| 


For several years he has been 
working on various aspects of 
English stage history. Current 
tome provides exhaustive study of 
from medieval miracle plays 
through the moraliiies, 
and interludes to the great days 
of the Elizabethan stage. Author 


| for the part of a cripple,” he asked, 
|“you wouldn’t expect to play our 
| Show on ¢rutches, would you?” 

| When he was finally fired frem 
| the musical, Wesson was quoted by 
| Earl Wilson of the N.Y. Post and 


|victim of circumstances, having 
| “gotten in the middle” of a feud 
| between Miss Merman and Lamas. 
| He made it clear, however, that he 


king on! British theatricals as they moved held Miss Merman responsible. 


A week or so later, in a radio 


masques | interview by Darren McGavin (sub-| 


| bing for the then-vacationing Barry 


Gray), Wesson repeated the ac-' 


against Miss Merman, 


the Saturday Evening Post axed | supplying a valuable permanent | adding other details. Miss Merman 
plans to publish an article on the | reference work. Numerous illus-| had an off-the-air recording made 


54-day disappearance of Lt. David 
Steeves in the high Sierras. The | 
Air Force is also making “a thor- | 
ough but routine check.” | 

Clay Blair, Jr., who was to write 
the skedded piece, said he went out | 
to the Sierras and interviewed | 
Steeves in the cabin where the) 
lieutenant said he survived for | 
three weeks after bailing out. | 
Blair reported he detected numer- 
ous discrepancies in story. 





Life Photogs Favorite Pix 

Life mag's latest published com- 
pilation “Life Photographers, Their 
Careers and Favorite Pictures” 
(Doubleday $5) represents a lot of 
soul searching, both on the part 
of the camera clickers and the edie | 
tors that had to make their final 
choices. Result is a volume that is | 
memorable not only for the con-| 





j 


tent, but for some very notable | Shares, no par value. Kaufman & | 


omissions. Granted that a compila- 
tion of this kind is most difficult, 


since there are a lot of heart-break- | been authorized to conduct a print- | “ 


trations are included. Down. 


CHATTER 

N.Y. Law Journal raising its 
annual subscription rate from $36 
to $42 as of Sept. 1. Paper attri- 
butes the boost to spiralling pub- 
lishing costs. 

Beverly Jane Loo, formerly as- 
sistant to the editor-in-chief of Far- 


rar, Straus & Cudahy, joined staff | 


of Prentice-Hall subsidiafy 
rights director. 

Arnold Alpert Publications Inc. 
has been authorized to conduct a 
publishing business in New York, 
with capital stock of $110,000 
Sapinsley & Lukas are attorneys. 

Handbook For Brides, Inc. has 
been authorized to eonduct a print- 
ing and publishing business in 
New York, with capital stock of 200 


Gluck were filing attorneys. 


Overseas Americans Inc. has 


currently featured in “Tunnel of 
| Love,” made a number of gratui- 
tous charges against the star, most 
of them admittedly on the basis of 
| hearsay. On the evidence of that 
| broadcast, McGavin may be in- 
volved in the Equity charges 
against Wesson. 


| It's also possible that Lamas may 





| become involved in the Equity case, 
since Miss Merman and others as- 
| sociated in the production ‘believe 
| that he encouraged Wesson to re- 
tain the grey-tinged hair and pos- 
sibly led him to believe that Miss 


| discharge. It has been learned that 
| Lamas was reprimanded by Equity 
{last spring for making unauthor- 
jized changes in his performance, 
| stepping on Miss Merman’s laugh 
| lines, obstructing her final entrance 
| to take a eurtain call, ignoring in- 
| structions from the stage manager 


ing rejections, but what remains | ing and publishing business in New | #"4 finally ordering the stage man- 


is a book of tremendous percep- | 
tion, | 

The major fault of a volume of 
this kind is the necessity of squeez- 
ing into two pages, a brief biog 
ot the individual photog, plus-a | 
sampling of his top pix. There’s a 
lot ef heartburn on the cutting 
room floor with this volume. 

In the case of Margaret Bourke- 
White, who has seen movements 
and histery throughout the world, 
there’s a feeling that some of her 
dustbowl observations and more 
Korean pictures should have been 
included. But then again it would 
be difficult te leave out the two 
sweltering South African miners, 
and the Great Migration in India 
of 1947. 

In the case of the late Robert 
Capa, there are three of his great- 
est included, the death of a loyalist 
soldier at the moment of a bullet's 
impact, the picture of the first 
wave at Normandie and Italian 
women weeping for their dead. 
The other Capa included in this 
anthology is Robert's brother Cor- 
nell, whose children studying the 
Torah and picture of armed mis- 
sionaries show a varied and intense 
eye. The humor ef Yale Joe and 
Lvomis Dean are also very evident 
as is the eye for news and beauty 
by Alfred Eisenstadt. A notable 
emission is his Children at Play, 
hut there may have been a reason 
since that’s been included in vir- 
tually every anthology to date. 
Eliot Elisofon’s brings a true photo- 
graphic imitation of the arts, but 
in a manner that makes the camera 
its own means. Lisa Larsen’s pene- 
trating portrait of Krishna Menon 
and poetic quality in listeners to the 
Cardinal's first sermon in Warsaw 
strike a rich mood. Leonard's 
MacCombe’s cowboy. Gordon 
Parks’ portrait of Joseph N. Welch 
and picture of the herding of wild 
horses in Portugal are others in 
this excellent compilation. 

Some are preoceupied with tech- 
nique, others are concerned with 
pictures that capture the maximum 
impact of a scene or subject, while 
still others have photographed for 
posterity. But all bring a quality 
of modern photographic journalism 
at its best in this book. Jose, 





Author . Money 
Ralph Allen, Toronto author of 
two previous novels which had 
mediocre sales, has had his third 
—*Peace River Country”—selected 
by The Literary Guild for Febru- 
ary release. Says he: “I’m not 
going out right away to buy a yacht 
but I should finally make some 
money.” 
Meanwhile Allen is at work on a 
new history ef Canada to be pub- 
lished by Doubleday in 1959. 


Bridges-Adams’ Book 

“The Irresistible Theatre” by W. 
Bridges-Adams (World; $6), is a 
h‘story of the English stage from 
the Conquest to the Common- 
wealth. Author was 1916-17 pro- 
@gucer of Liverpool rep company. 





York. Ca 
no re value. Burke & Burke, 1 
Wall Street, were filing attorneys. 

Publications Abroad Inc. 
been authori 


York, with eapital stock of 200 
shares, no par value. McLaughlin 
& Stern were filing attorneys. 


about his performance. 


| An ironic angle to Wesson's 


|the “Ziegfeld Follies” last. spring, 
| of doubling in both the role of the 
Chicago Tribune reporter 


|of the broadcast, in which McGavin, | 


re | 


ADD ROAMIN’ RUINS: 
UNO 
| There are two phrases which will carry a tourist far in any country. 
They are (a) “How much?” and ‘b) “Too much.” They have kept 
jus solvent for 40 years. 
| DUE 
Be sure to make a price beforehand for a tour de ville in an open 
carriage. That way you will not be charged more than double the deal 
at the end—owing to a “misunderstanding.” Laugh it off and wish the 
pirate well. Think how much worse you would have been 1900 years 
ago when lions did not bargain. 
TRE 
Opera seems to thrive in cure resorts. Even in Rome they're staged 
at the ruins of the Baths of Caracalla. Whether this is due to the fact 
| you must be relaxed to enjoy outdoor opera or outdoor opera relaxes 
is a question for psychiatrists to answer. 
QUATTRO 
Why is it that in every language when the Palace of Justice is 
pointed out and you ask, “Did you say Palace of Injustice?” you can 
always get a laugh? Is justice that rare? If so, we'd better ask for 
mercy. 
CINQUE 
There's a universal Roman bias that Michelangelo's Moses is better 
| than DeMille’s and may even survive the run of the director's “Ten 
|; Commandments.” Antichi unveiled an oposition Moses in the Piazza 
San Bernardo and people laughed at it. He died of shame. 


SEI 

“Roman coffee,” remarked Lady Alice, “Looks like coffee, smells 
like coffee, and there all similarity ends.” 
} SETTE 
| Sorrowful Red Skelton and Richard played next-to-closing in St. 
Peter's Vatican summer audiences and then went home, because ob- 
viously there was nothing to use for an encore, 
OTTO 
| In the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore (“Our Lady of the Snows’) 


"|Merman was responsible for his) is a statue of Pope Pius V. He seems to be laughing, indicating that 


| the good old days may not have been so bad. 

NOVE 

There's a legend that the cracked knee on Michelangelo's statue 

|of Moses (it’s in the Church of San Pietro in Vinocoli) was caused 
| by a hammer blow. The sculptor blew his top and cried, “Why don't 
| you speak?” This may have given C. B. DeM: the idea of adding dialog 
| to his current masterpiece. 

DIECI 


J 
Our modest albergo is at the top of the Spanish Steps—the centre 


ital stock is 200 shares,| #8er to cease sending him notes of town—quiet as a jet warming up. At the foot of these steps was 


a plaque neglected by Billy Wilder in “Roman Holiday.” It says: 
“John Keats died in this house February 24, 1821." The villa now is 


has | Pending claim against the manage-| a memorial to Keats and Shelley and the price of admission is 200 
zed te conduct a print-| ™ent is that he was given the un-| |ire—32 cents, 
ing and publishing business in New | Usual privilege, during the run of | 


UNDICI 

A dress shop next door is named after Byron, Well, that figures. 
DODICI 

Around the corner from our “fashionable shopping street,” which 


Daily Gazette of Schenectady | “Hunting” and as understudy to fortunately is closed from 1 to 4 when we do our window-shopping, 


County, filed a certificate of revival 
and extension of existence from 
50 years to perpetual. Poskanzer 
and Muffson, attorneys, Albany 
recorded the papers with the 
Secretary of State. 


No Martyr te Merman 


=e Continued from page 1 


columnist to say that he is slated 
to be tested for the role of the late 
John Barrymore in the forthcoming 
film edition of the Diana Barry- 
more book, “Too Much, Too Soon.” 

The piece also reported, appar- 
ently from the same source, that 
Miss Merman and Fernando Lamas, 
top-featured male lead in “Hunt- 
ing,” have been feuding for many 
months, that they de not speak, and 
that the situation has grown so ex- 
treme that the film actor now wipes 
his mouth after the star kisses him 
as part of the performance. As a 
result of that item, it has been 
learned, the performance was 
changed Monday night so that Miss 
Merman no longer kisses Lamas, 
but only embraces him. 

A second item in Miss Graham's 
column yesterday (Tues.) reported 
that Lamas is anxious to with- 
draw from “Hunting” in order to 
accept offers of cabaret bookings 
with his wife, Arlene Dahl. The 
management is understood ready 
to release him from his “Hunting” 
contract if he requests it. 

Wesson was dropped from the 
“Hunting” cast July 22, after gen- 
eral ma r Herman Bernstein 
had orde stage managér Robert 
Downing not te permit him to go 
on for that night’s performance. 
The move followed Wesson’s failure 
to redye his hair its normal shade 











of brown, despite repeated instruc-| 


tions from the management. The 
actor had had his hair touched up 
with grey, on the claim that he 


wanted to be tested for the Barry-| 


more role in “Too Much, Too 
Soon.” 


Downing has since revealed that 


he first notified Wesson to redye| 
his hair April 4 and, that after re-| 


peating the orders many times, 
gave him a final warning July 20, 
the Saturday preceding his being 
dropped. It was on orders from Abe 
Burrows, stager of the show, that 
Wesson was instructed to have had 


his hair put back to its natural} .. 
color. 


During the extended period that 
Wesson was ignoring the instrue- 


featured comedy lead Billy De 
Wolfe in the former revue. Con- 
trary to his quoted statements, he 
did not receive and in fact never 
even asked for permission to have 
his hair greyed, general manager 
Bernstein says. 

Regarding Wesson’s claim that 
she was responsible for his dis- 
charge from the show, Miss Mer- 
man flatly denies it. She was not 
even aware that any such action 
was pending, she says, until Bern- 
stein informed Ler that he had al- 
ready given orders that Wesson 
| pert not go on for that night's 





performance, and the reason for it. 
—_— 


Stars in Senate 


Continued from page | Gam 


duced a resolution to bar all such 
in the future. 








| 


turbing to hear a Senator call at- 
tention to the presence of a prom- 
inent star of stage and screen, now 
playing at a local theatre, by say- 
ing, perhaps, ‘We are honored by 
|the presence in our chamber of a 
| beautiful star of stage and screen 








atre—I give you Lily Lysle.’ Miss 
Lysle then rises and bows smil- 
ingly. One trouble is that Dorothy 
| Dacron, another beautiful star, fol- 
jlows Miss Lysle at the National 
Theatre two weeks later. So, her 
publicity agent carefully plans her 
introduction, too. It’s a bit of 
nice, clean, free publicity. 

“Do not misunderstand me, dis- 
|tinguished colleagues. I would 
like to meet Miss Lysle and Miss 
| Dacron, too. But let us spare the 
| Senate chamber. Let us try to keep 

it free from publicity stunts, and 
|keep the dignity and decorum. of 
;the Senate on the high plane 
| where it belongs.” 
Several. other senators 
/mediately rose and backed up Bush. 
|So it appears that--for the time 
being, 
rough for press agents seeking to 
get Senate welcomes for their 
clients. 

There was quite a run of these 
recently. It was topped off by the 
job done on behalf of Jayne Mans- 
field. The pictures on that one 
are still appearing in newspapers 
and some members of Congress 
are explaining to their constituents 
that their job is not all play and 
no work. 





Bush continued: “It is very ais. | 


now playing at the National The- | 


im- | 


at least—things will be! 


|is the Pensioni Marini. It has a bas relief in bronze to Henrik Ibsen. 
| He seems to haye lived there about 100 years ago. Where's the albergo 
| that housed the great-great-grandfather of the Scully Circus—the 
first Lutheran historian to crash the back files of the Vatican Library? 
TREDICI 
In a list of emperors in a guide book Julius Caesar's name is not 
| mentioned. Was he only heading that way when he got the treatment’ 
| Incidentally, he left his gardens to the people of Rome, so he couldn't 
have been completely a gnat in the spat of mankind. 
QUATTORDICI 
That famous Marcellus Theatre was built by Augustus and dedicated 
to Marcellus. Virgil immortalized him in verse. For a youth of 23, 
Marcellus certainly left quite a memory. The architects who designed 
the Colosseum filched their design from the theatre. 
QUINDICI 
It’s surprising to see how low is the balcony of the Venetian paiace 
where Mussolini used to sound off. Maybe much higher and he wouldn't 
| have been seen, for he was short for a northerner 
SEDICI 
A modest plaque on a house down our street reveals that this was 
where Rossini wrote most of his operas. The Protestant cemetery 
where Munch, Shelley and Keats are buried is hard for taxi-drivers to 
| find, but once there their graves are well-posted, though not of course 


‘as well as Coca-Cola, 
DICIASSETTE 
Except for tourists and the works of art running back 2,700 years, 
| Rome in August just isn't. Everybody is at the beaches, picture com- 
| panies are on location (in the high mountains probably,) half a dozen 
picture houses are open and only one in English. Place of biggest 
draw seems to be the Trevi, the “Three Coins In the Fountain.” It's 
the spray where guys leading a double-life toss in six lire. 
’ DICIOTTO 

| Nitelife has tough competition from daylife. By dark most tourists 
are bushed from “trying to see everything.” Best relaxer is watching a 
water-run cleck on Monte Pincio, But even there it's standing room 


only. No seats. 
DICIANNOVE 

The thousands of skirted girls on scooters, hugging their male 
chauffeurs, has brought back riding side-saddle, a praetice which had 
fallen away almost fo the current Good Queen Bess. Leg shows will 
| be everywhere in the fall, for skirts are being cut to knee length. 
1 VENTI ; 
Rarely do you see a doll dressed in what American fashion mags 
claim is chic for Italians. Are all these multicolored tight pants made 
| up in New York art departments and credited to poor Italy? 

VENTUNO 

Many milk bars have a small room for television. It is set about 
seven feet high so the rear-viewers don’t have their fun spoiled by 
heads bobbing in front of them. Why didn't home-viewers in USA 


ever think of that? -” 
VENTIDUE 


Some vandals knocked off the noses of a batch of busts in a park. 
The restorations were left to specialists in marble plastic surgery. 
VENTITRE 
Nothing leaves a scar like an opportunity muffed and it doesn't 
necessarily involve a dame either, Twenty-five years ago we had a 
chance to take a five-day cruise of the Adriatic on a class Italian 
liner for 135 lire—in that day about $7. That included everything. The 
failure to take it still shakes one’s sense of sound judgment. 
VENTIQUATTRO 
There’s a Via Umilta in Rome and it was there long before Arthur 
Godfrey bashed the word out of all recognition. 
VENTICINQUE 
The pendulum between socialism and capitalism does some strange 
swinging in Italy. Arts which have appealed for government aid and 
have been gathered in like daisies sometimes find pater out of lire. 
State opera is now appealing for private funds to keep going, the 
government being up to its ears on deficit-spending in other fields. 
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Broadway 


Mort Myerson, advertising art 
director at Buena Vista Films, 
lanes out to Coast over weekend | 
or studio convention. 

Actor Rai Tasco returned to N.Y. 
from Dayton, Ohie and Washing- 
ton, D.C., after a brief film stint for | 
Knickerbocker Productions. 


Bill Mark, the free-lance thea-| 


trical photographer, got an assign- 
ment to cover a wedding in New| 
Orleans. The family liked the re- 
sult and sent him to cover the 
honeymoon. 

Samuel Rosen, executive v.p. of 


Stanley Warner Corp., will be hon-| 
ored by New York's Cinema Lodge | 


of B'nai B'rith at a special “honor | 
night” at the Hotel Sheraton-Astor | 


on Oct. 2. 


Hal Wallis, Benedict Gimbel Jr., | 


pees of siation WIP, Philly, and 


anadian ty preducer Roger Four- | 


nier, accompanied by his actress- 
wife Pierrette Beaudoin, among 
those for Europe last week on the 
S.S. Liberte. 

Marcella Cisney is spending sev- 
eral weeks in Brussels familiariz- 
ing herself with the Belgium 


World's Fair of 1958, of which she | 


is Associate Coordinator of Per- 
forming Arts for Howard Cull- 
man's U. S. Commission. 


Robert Schnitzer, head of Amer- | 


ican National Theatre & Acad’s in- 
ternational tour liaison with the 


U. S. State Dept., is in Europe for | 


two weeks. Will visit Netherlands, 

Denmark, Scotland and London 

and future ANTA bookings. 
Charles Mercer, television editor 


of the Associated Press, has fin- 


ished his fourth novel, “The Drum- | 
which Putnam) 


mond Tradition,” 
will issue in October. Mercer’s 
third novel, “Rachel Cade,” was 
bought last year for filmization. 

David Branower in from the 
Coast to eye talent in his multiple 
role as house booker for the Chi 
Chi in Palm Springs, Klub Koko 
in Phoenix and Bimbo's in 


ment), and also, as Paul Gilbert’s 
manager, to attend to the details of 
Gilbert's guest spot on: Ed Sulli- 
van's tv’er Sunday (25). 

Warner Bros. new homeoffice 
headquarters at 666 Fifth Ave., 
N.Y. will have a two-story prevue 
theatre, built under the supervision 
of Frank E. Cahill Jr., coordinator 
of the company’s technical activi- 
ties. Adjoining the theatre, which 
will occupy approximately 40,000 
cubic feet, will be a reception room 
equippect with complete dining 
facilities for exhibitors, press and 
other business guests of the com- 
pany 

20th-Fox has lined up more than 
75 windows for promotional dis- 
plays in connection with “The Sun 


Also Rises,” which bows Friday | 
(23) at the Roxy on Broadway. The 
Shop windows, highlighting scenes 
from the Ernest Hemingway classic 


Sel against Spanish motifs, stretch 
from 34th to 57th Streets in the 


vicinity of Fifth Ave. and augment 
the special window displays al- 
ready set up in Bonwit Teller, 
Franklin Simon and the Tailored 
Woman 

Philadelphia 

By Jerry Gaghan 

Caroline Stanford, local soprano, 

Signed for role in “Jamaica.” 


Judy Manners, former singing 
partner of the late Eddie Thomas, 
joined the Matys Brothers quartet. 

Bernie Landis’ Footlights Club 
gets a 20-day closing the end of 


month on order of State Liquor 
Control Board. 
Sam Handelsman, managing di-. 


rector of the Playhouse in the 
Park, planed to L.A. to set up Coast 
production of “Career.” 


Ed Sullivan will emcee and Ella | 


Fitzgerald 


and Gene Autry will 
head talent 


parade at the Hero 


Scholarship Fund show to be held | 


in Municipal Stadium, benefit for 
families ef police and firemen who 
died on duty. 


Rome 
By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Archimede 145; Tel 800211) 


Ingrid Bergman to Capri with 
her children for a brief vacation 
following up their Sicilian visit.. 

Ernest Borgnine expected in 
Capri, near Modena, where his 
family came from, for a brief visit. 

Arthur Loew Jr. and Stewart 


Stern here for a few days to look | film prize, to Rome for role in/|nitery columnist, signed by WORL 
into projects for their joint produc- | Charles Vidor’s production of “A | for radio nightlife summary during 


tion company, 

ranean Films. 
Renato Castellani is back from 

his U.S. trip, during which he 


called Mediter- 


looked for actors for his upcoming | Die,” set to shoot in Germany |hibs shifting ad budgets to radiv- 
‘Imperial Venus,” the Gina Lollo-| next month, signed for five films | ty mediums. 


brigida starrer. 

“The Roses” 
shooting 
end of this month, with a_ cast 
headed by Pier Angeli, Jack Lem- 
mon and Van Heflin. 

Esther Williams, Jeff Chandler 
and Carlos Thompson back from 


likely will start. 


San | 
Francisco (latter a recent appoint- | 





“Raw Wind in Eden” (U) location 
work at Castiglione della Pescaia. 
Pic has some interior work planned 
for Cinecitta Studios. 


Abbe Lane and Xavier Cugat telefilm importer, in city attending 


back from Madrid and into local | 
pix stints. She does a co-starring | 


‘role with Vittorio DeSica in “My ) Williams, who won a tele medal a 


Wife, the Doctor,” while he starts 
“Rhythm of the Caribbean.” | 

Jeffrey Selznick takes over sec- 
ond unit on his father’s “A Fare-| 
well to Arms” production for a) 
Swiss background trek, after which 
the production returns to Holly- 
|wood for final work before its 
' Christmas release. 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

(22 Farney Pk: Dublin 634506) | 

Tommy Kinsman orch in from 

London for season. } 

Abbeyite Vincent Dowling. 

pacted for commercial radio series. | 

Pilar Lopez Spanish dancers | 

| skedded for season at Gaiety, Dub- | 
lin. 

“The Bachelor Party” (UA) red- 





lighted by censorship appeals | 
board. 
Kate O’Brien’s novel, “Mary 


Lavelle,” bought for lensing by J. 
| Arthur Rank in Spain. 
Abbey playwright Hugh Leon- 


lard’s latest, “Madigan’s Luck,” , 
lankled for Washington's Arena! 
| Theatre. 


Eamonn Andrews, back from 
U.S. tour, vacationing here before | 
returning to London: reports U.S.) 
contracts for 39 tele productions. 


Westport, Conn. 
By Humphrey Doulens 
| Selma Tamber ditto. 
| Lena Horne at Stonehenge. 

Peter Ustinov exploring West- 
port. 
| Jean Barrere commuting to Man- 
hattan rehearsals of “Copper and 
Brass.” 

Peter Walters, now doing Stein- 
way time at Fox Hill, opens at 
Carleton House in New York in 
October. 

Lucille Lortel has decided to! 
extend her White Barn Theatre 
‘season in September; capacity 
‘houses have ruled so far 

Andre Mertens of Columbia Con- 
certs back from Canadian tour 
| with Gyorgy Cziffra, the Hungarian 
|refugee pianist, who makes N. Y. 
| bow in October. 
| John Fearnley back from coast 
|talent looksee. Begins rehearsal 
|next week in Manhattan for City 
Center’s September revivai of “Ca- 


rousel” which he will direct. He 
was assistant stage manager for 
Theatre Guild's original produc- 


tion. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
(Glasgow: Kelvin 1590) | 
Mel Torme in to top vaude at 
Glasgow Empire. 


Jimmy Logan planning long- 
playing disk of fave tunes. 
Danish Life Guards to Edin- 


burgh Festival from Copenhagen. 

Neil Kirk, concert agent, scout- 
ing for Auld Lang Syne talent for 
Canadian tour 1958. 

Kenneth McKellar inked for se- 
‘ries of four television shows on 
BBC network in October. 
| Rikki Fulton pacted as Dame in 
“Cinderella” at Royal Court Thea- 
tre, Liverpool, with Tommy Steele 
starred. 

Howard & Wyndham's revue 
“Five-Past Eight,” with Alec Fin-| 
| lay, Rikki Fulton and Kenneth Mc- | 
Kellar, giving place to festival | 
shows at King’s, Edinburgh, and 
‘switching to H. M. Theatre, Aber- 


| deen. 
—_——_— 
| Frankfurt 
By Hazel Guild « 
(24 Rheinstrasse; 776751) 


| 
| Helmut Kautner, who just fin- 
ished directing “Montpi’* here, | 
planed to Hollywood to take over | 
on Universal’s “Too Young.” 

Lili Palmer now filming “Der | 
Glaeserne Turm” (The Glass Tow-, 
er) in Munich for Bavaria Films, | 
co-starring with O. E. Hasse. 
| Curd Juergens to Honolulu 
|where he will star with Robert | 
Mitchum in 20th-Fox film, “The | 
|Enemy Bef®®,” shooting there. | 
| Eva Kotthaus, German actress | 
;who recently won a government 


| Farewell to Arms.” | 

German actress Liselotte Pulver, | 
tapped by Universal for femme | 
lead in “Time to Love, Time to} 


with U. | 
Catherina Valente to do the first | 


in Naples towards the/|tv show of her new series Sept. 10 | (23) and for three days in first jazz 


over South German tele net in 
Baden-Baden. German songstress 
will call her first tv variety show, 
“Bonjour Kathrin,” same title as 
hit film she did, 


| direct from the Radio and TV Ex-| 


| work from Winter Gardens Pavil- 


$4,000 worth of Boston radio time 


London 


(Temple Bar 5041/9952) 
Norizane Ikeda, leading Japanese 


the Boy Scouts’ Jamboree. 
Actor and story-teller Bransby 


few years back, celebrating his 87th 
birthday. 

Jayne Mansfield due here Sept. 
25 to attend Carlton preem of “Oh! 
For A Man,’ ‘pic called “Will Suc- 
cess Spoil Rock Hunter?” in the 
US. 

Cyril Edgar and Cyril James, 
joint managing directors of Walt 
Disney Productions, planed to 





Hollywood to attend organization's 
convention. 

John Crawford, who came in 
from the U.S. about two months 
ago, signed for Anthony Asquith’s 
production of “Orders to Kill” in 
which Lillian Gish is starred. | 

Joan Sims off to N.Y. for Broad-| 


for “10 Commandments” in nabe 
houses as newspapers blacked out. 
Ben Sack erected town’s biggest 


Hollywood 


The Bill Perlbergs off to Venice 


billboard, a two-sided, affair, atop for the fest. 


the White Tower beanery for 


“Pride and Passion” across street | g 


from his Gary Theatre, former 
Plymouth legiter. 

Industry leaders, Mass. governor 
and Hub 
Memorial Hospital luncheon 
Hotel Bradford Tuesday (20) 
drive for $1,000,000 this year t 
meet expanded program. 


Omaha 


By Glenn Trump 
Lynn Beutler, 


Don Shane, 


ankle. 
Tommy Bartlett heads Audubon, 


mayor at Will Rogers| 
in | 
in | 
0) 
| 


Dave Reznick joined Mitchell 
ertz Agency as an associate, 
Shirley Booth undergoing treat- 
ment for severe sinus and throat 
infection, 

Maria Schell will represent 
“Something of Value” at Venice 
Film Festival. 

Marco Wolff resigned as prexy 
of Fanchon & Marco Theatres, Inc., 


| to retire to private life. 


Joanne Dru Ireland filed a 
bankruptcy petition listing liabil- 
ities of $247,133 and assets of $21,- 


rodeo producef, 690. 
in town for confabs. | 
| Marge Hinshaw handling home | 
|shows for KVTV, Sioux City, Ia. | 
manager of Tri-| 
| States Theatres here, sprained an | 


Anna Sten designed one of five 
Christmas cards Motion Picture 


| Relief Fund will have on sale this 


year. 

Variety Club set Sept. 11 for its 
fourth annual baseball game with 
proceeds to the club’s Boys Club 


way presentation of “For Amuse-| Ja, County Fair grandstand show | Fund. 


|ment Only,” in which she'll co-star | Sept. 11. 


with Martha Raye and Helen Gal- | 
lagher; will be her first Atlantic 
er 


ossing. 
Burt Balaban in town lining up 
a new British feature, “High Hell,” | 
which he is to direct and_co-| 


| produce with Arthur Mayer. John | 


Derek and Elain Stewart will be! 
the leads. | 

Paul McGrath, Evelyn Varden | 
and Anne Kimbell, all of whom | 
will be. appearing in the new} 
Lesley Storm play, “Roar Like a} 
Dove,” arrived last week 
Mauretania. | 

Anna Russell in town and guest | 
of honor at a Sayoy reception. 
She'll be doing her one-women 
show at Edinburgh Festival and is | 
also set for a London concert at | 
Albert Hall Sept. 15. 

Jack Benny and Mary Living- 
stone here and being feted tonight 


| 


| 
| 


|(Wed.) at a Dorchester penthouse 


reception. He’s to star in a BBC- 
TV show being aired next week 


hibition. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 

(28 Rue Huchette; Odeon 4944) 

Suzy Parker in and getting the 
glam treatment from Gallic pavers. 

Otto Preminger’s “Bonjour Tris- 
tesse” (Col) getting C’Scope lens- 
ing in black and white as well as 
color. 

Norman MacLaren through on) 
his way to Venice where his off- 
beat short, “Chairy Tale,” is en- 
tered at the fest. 

Leftist highbrow weekly, Les 
Lettres Francaises, gave “The | 
View From Pompey’s Head” (20th) | 





|a good review and called it a cour- | 


ageous film. 

This year’s top grosser, “Notre 
Dame -De Paris,” now on the 
Champs-Elysees with Anglo subti- 
tles to snare tourists. “Gone With 
Wind” (M-G) in for its annual re- 


/run in one house off the Champs- 


Elysees. 
Franco London Films will enter | 


jinto a French-Italo-Polish-West | 
German coproduction to make 
| Victor Hugo’s “The Man Who 
Laughs.” Director will be Polish, 


Aleksander Ford and the main ac- 
tors are to be French, with Jean 
Marais being considered to play 
the laughing man. 


Blackpool 
By Gordon Irving 

All the holiday shows pulling in 
good coin. 

Tommy Steele clicking in mat- 
inee season at Palace Theatre, 

Denny Willis, Scot comedian, 
establishing himself at South Pier 
on first Blackpool stint. 

Tommy Cooper, currently in 
North Pier show, planning trip to 
Las Vegas in October. 

“Meet the Stars” show being 
televised each Sunday on ITV net- 


ion, 


Boston 


By Guy Livingston 
(344 Little Bldg.; HAncock 6-8386) 

Louis Cohen readying Jewel 
Room at Hotel Bostonian for splash 
this season. 

Children’s Theatre Conference 
of American Educational Theatre 
Assn. 13th” anni underway at 
Tufts U. 

George Clarke, Boston Record 


newspaper strike. 

Newspaper strike blackout has 
Hub film-drama crix and column- 
ists taking to the ai. waves and ex- 


North Shore Jazz Festival preems 
in Lynn's Manning Bowl Friday 


bash to be staged within reaching 

distance of Hub. 
Arnold Van Leer, 

field exploitation 


Paramount 
chief, inked 





A. Lodge of B'nai B'rith 


Will Carlson named to replace | kudoed the Robert Youngs as “Mr. 


John Clement as newseaster for 
KELOTY, Sioux Falls, S.D. 


Las Vegas : 

By Forrest Duke 
(Dudley 2-6100) 

4 Ella Logan opens at the Thun- 

e 

The Gaylords, teamed with 16th 

week of George Arnold's “Rhythm | 


iz. 


Leona Gage, “Miss USA For al 


Day,” has a featured role in new 
Tropicana show which unveils 
Sept. 4.- 

Georgia Carr, closing at Fla- 


mingo lounge, goes to L.A. for 
Tops album, for which Dave Pell 
is doing music, 

The Beachcombers With Natalie, 
long a fixture at the Sands, are 


Royal Nevada lounge. | 
Harry Owens and Hula Girls 
move into the Tropicana lounge | 
Sept. 4 when hotel breaks away | 
from policy of instrumentalists. } 
Abe Schiller, Flamingo Hotel | 
veep, is back after his extensive 
tour of the rodeo circuit, part of | 
which he made with Audie Murphy. 
Jake Kozloff, now Thunderbird 
general manager, suing to recover | 
his 40% interest in the casino & | 
show-dimmed New Frontier. Koz- 
loff’s goal: $600,000. 
Local Variety Tent 
world preem 
biopic, “The Joker Is Wild,” at El 
Portal Theatre here Aug. 23. Both 
Joe E. and film’s star, Frank Si- 
natra, expected for festivities. 
Hank Henry, who also appears in 
pic, will be Chief Barker at preem. 


Lisbon 
By Lewis Garyo 

Brazilian tenor Geraldo Chagas 
opened here in Lisbon a concert 
tour of the Peninsula Iberica. 

Tenor Luis Picarra and chan- 
toosies Maria Adalgisa and Gina 
Maria off for dates in South Africa. 

Argentinian comedian’ Larry 
Dixon will appear in new revue) 
at the Colisseu and once a week | 
in TV. } 

Jean Nohain, producer of Paris | 
V, and Sidney Crook, pianist of 
London B.B.C. holidaying in North 
of Portugal. | 

Niteries owner Campos Ferreira 
has pacted with local video station | 
to present every Monday a vaude 
show from his Tagide in Lisbon | 
and Palm Beach in. Cascais. 


Miami Beach | 
By Lary Solloway 
lais Dr., Union 5-5389) 


sponsors | 





(1755 Ca 

Robert Evans in for press-!| 
plugging of Universal’s “Man Of | 
Thousand Faces.” 

Tony Martin, Liberace and! 


Jimmy Durante set for heigh-of- | 
winter dates by Fontainebleau. | 
Carol Channing cancelled out of | 
date at Americana, Joni James | 
taking over this week's top slot. 

Myron -Cohen, pacted for two 
engagements by Eden Roc, plays 
first one in mid-December with 
Eartha Kitt co-featured. 

After spirited bidding by rival 
ops, Harry Mufson got Nat King 
Cole’s okay for return date at his 
Eden Roc opening Feb. 21. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Hollywood producer Rouben 
Mamoulian and frau are lions of 
week at Embassy Row parties 
while visiting friends here. 
Constance Bennett, former Wash- 


ington resident? a spectator at Sen- 
ate labor racket hearings leaving 


for Detroit preem of “Auntie 
Mame.” 
Congressional delegation from 


Lon Chaney's home state of Col- 
orado and other Government brass 
attended preem of “Man of Thou- 
sand Faces,” Chaney biopic. 





rbird Sept. 19. | 


of Joe E. Lewis|A 


and Mrs. 
1957.” 

Robert L. Friend, producer of 
“Best of the Post” vidpix series, 
recuping at home after suffering a 
sprained neck in a car crash. 

Jack Morrison, prexy of Ameri- 
can Educational Theatre Assn., 
planed east for meetings prior to 
AETA convention; wife Jeanne 
Cagney follows next week. 

Women’s Division of American 


Ameriean Citizen of 


-on the |?" Ice” at El Cortez, doing brisk Friends of the Hebrew University 


Israel handed a plaque to 


Frances Goodrich and Albert 
Hackett for “Diary of Anne 
Frank.” ~ 


By Ramsay Ames 
(Castellana Hilton; 372200) 
“Glass Menagerie” bows into the 


|now a big draw on the late shift in| Eslava Aug. 23. 


New light-opera season initiated 
at the Teatro de la Zarzuela. 

Usually staid Teatro de la Zar- 
zuela now has the “Folies Bergere” 
for an indefinite run. 

Dancer Rafael de Cordova has 
bowed into Florida Park, replacing 
Miguel de Molina, who will return 
soon to Buenos Aires. 

Marlon Brando to hospital for 

treatment on deep burns he re- 
ceived on his leg when he upset a 
cup of scalding tea on it during his 
brief stay in Tofremolinos. 
Italy’s Alberto Sordi and Spain’s 
urora Bautista are stars of the 
coproduction, “El Marido” (The 
Husband), which is shooting at 
Madrid’s Chamartin Studios. 

Miguel de Molina, back in his 
native Spain after a 15-year ab- 


|sence, during which time he made 


a name for himself in Argentina 
as a topper in Spanish folkloric 
song-and-dance department; he’s 
very big at Florida Park cabaret. 

Alfredo Fraile shooting “Buenos 
Dias, Amor” (Good Morning, 
Love) on the Costa Brava and“in 


| Barcelona, Pic stag8 Walter Chiari, 


Isabelle Corey, Yvonne Monlaur; 
features Ruben Rojo, Irene Lopez 


| Heredia, Manolo Moran and Maria 


Jesus Cuadra. 


Chicago 
Tom Duggan a critical success 
in “Seven Year Itch” at Drury 


Lane. 

Wally Heim, United Artists p.a., 
leaves town on two week vaction 
this week. 

Merriel Abbott si Ben Ar- 
den orch for indefinite stay at 
Palmer House. 

Actress Dina Halperin back from 
Hollywood, where she played a 


lead on “Matinee Theatre.” 
Vie_Wilmot giving up his pub- 
licity office to ‘begin publishin 


Pro News, his new professiona 
football gazette. 

Martha Dietz exited Conrad Hil- 
ton Hotel publicity to tubthump 
a number of vaude acts, among 
them the Colstons. 

Marty Faye, controversial tv in- 
terviewer who was signed by the 
strawhatter for “Man Who Came 
to Dinner,” has bowed out. 

Tony Weitzel, Chi Daily News 
staffer, spending two weeks in Rus- 
sia. His wife, Dorothy, is taking 
over his WBBM radio chore. 

Actor Fay Roope, co-owner of 
the Hinsdale Summer Theatre with 
Sidney Blackmer, planed in from 
Coast last week to help wrap up 
season. ° 

Sam Gorelick, Rank Distributors 
chief in Chicago, left for Minne- 
apolis and St. Louis last week to 
arrange for show of Rank prod- 
uct there. Early fall dates have 
been set for some Rank films in 
Chicago and Milwaukee. 

“Land Unknown” and “Public 
Pigecn Number One,” originally 
scheduled by Universal for release 
as second features on nabe first- 
run packages, have been dropped 
from that program. It is expected 
that they will be released here 
without special billing with sub- 
sequent runs. 
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OBITUARIES 


LEP SOLOMON |the CEA, died Aug. 11 in Notting- 
Lep Solomon, 69, treasurer of | ham, Eng. 
the Lambs Club and for many} Prior was secretary of the Notts 
years one of its officers, died’ Aug. | and Derby branch of the CEA from 
15 in Los Angeles. |its inception in 1918 until he was 
Solomon had once served as/| lected chairman in 1944, and was 
treasurer for Shubert Theatres and | also a delegate to General Council 
also had managed the Lewisohn | for over 24 years. He was a direc- 
Stadium. Earlier in his career, he |tor of many companies with vary- 
managed the Music Box Theatre. | ing interests apart from entertain- 
Wife, daughter and three broth- | ment. 
ers survive, | Surviving are his wife, daugh- 
ter and son. 








GEORGE WATSON 
George Waison, 57, radio actor RALPH K. SEVERS 
and announcer, died of a heart; Ralph K. Severs, 63, a director 
attack Aug. 17 in Lincolnwood, IIL, | of Associated Prudential Theatres, 
Chicago suburb. He had performed |Inc., operators of a film house 
on WBBM in Chi for 21 years, the | chain, died Aug. 13 in Norwalk, 


last 15 of them as host of the 
“Gold Coast Show,” a daily morn- 
ing program in which live and 


transcribed commercials are made 
an integral part of a humorous skit. 
Watson had devised the show him- 
éclf, and it gave him latitude to 
practice the dialects and accents 
that were his forte. 

began announcing in 


Watson 










IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
MARTHA CRISP 


Mother of “The Crisp Sis- 
ters” late 





| 





1930 on KSTP, St. Paul, mainly as 
a sportscaster. In 1933 he yee 
NBC in Chicago and participated 
on such shows as “Grand Hotel,” 
“First Nighter,” “Uncle Ezra” and 
‘Ma Perkins.” Three years later he 
jcined WBBM and ‘the CBS net- 
work aS an emcee and announcer, 
and in 1942 he began his “Gold 


Conn. 


Severs began his cateer as a 


ticket seller in legit theatres. 
Later, he managed vaudevilie road 
companies and at one time was a 
reporter for Variety. Severs and 
another man built several film 
houses on Long Island, and after 
the theatres were absorbed by 
Associated, he joined the chain. 

Wife, mother, brother and two 
sisters survive. 





professiona . 
died recently in New York. 
Born in London, Miss Lett ap- 
ared in numerous productions 
luding “Temptation,” “A Mes- 
sage From Mars,” “ and 
Faces,” “Peg W m” and 
“Feed the Brute,” she also toured 
England, U.S. and Canada with 
Olga Nethersole in “Sapho.” Later 
she appeared in vaudeville with 
her three children in an act called 
“The Crisps.” 
Her daughter survives. 


Coast Show.” 
Wife and a son survive. 





GEORGE FULLER 
George Fuller, 76, veteran the- 
/atre manager and theatrical busi- 
MARTIN EISENBERG |mess agent, died Aug. 13 in Ports- 
Martin Eisenberg, 54, Hollywood mouth, N. H. He managed vari- 
production controller for Guild! ous theatres in Boston and at one 





Films since 1953, died Aug. 13 in 
Hollywood. 

Fisenberg was supervising pro- 
duction budgeting on the Captain 
David Grief series at the time of 
his death. Previously, he handled 
similar chores for the Liberace 
Show, Life With Elizabeth, Joe 
Palooka, the Frankie Laine and 
Florian ZaBach musicals and Con- 
fidential File. 

Eisenberg has been in Hollywood 
since 1954, serving as finance ad- 


ministratior and production con- |‘ 


time was business agent for Ethel 
Barrymore. 

In recent years he had been pad- 
dock judge at New Hampshire and 
Florida racetracks. 


ELEANOR F. DALBERG 

Mrs. Eléanor Fraser Dolberg, 57, 
wife of Glenn R. Dolberg, vice- 
prexy in charge of station relations 
for Broadcast Music Inc., died in 
New Rochelle Aug. 13 after a long 
iliness. She was a former radio 
singer. 





Besides her husband, survivots 
include a son and two sisters. 


JOHN J. BECK 
John Jackson Beck, 75, architect 


troller for film companies. Before 
joining Guild Films, he was with 
“Destination Moon,” an Eagle 
Lions-United Artists release, and 


“Ft. Algiers,” a United Artists pic. 
| with the late John Lyle of the Royal 
LUCIUS THOMAS | Alexandra Theatre, Toronto, died 
Lucius Thomas, about 55, part-| July 14 at his summer home in 
ner of Stepin Fetchit and one-time | Huntsville, Ontario. (Theatre is 
performer known as “Mr. Shoes,” | celebrating its 50th birthday on 











died in Toledo Aug. 12. Thomas | 
was one of the original members of 
the Four Crackerjacks and owner 


In Loving Memory | 
JIM POWELL BUYS | 


MONTE MEACHAM 
CURTIS PAUL 
August 24, 1955—A Friend 











of the “‘Seven-Eleven” revue which 
was on the road a number of years 
ago. For the last 15 years he had} 
owned and operated the Thomas 
Bar & Grill in Toledo where Fet- 
chit’s “Hollywood Rock 'n’ Roll Re- | 
vue” had played some of its dates | 
and which now will alter its sched- | 
ule to include several state fairs, 
including the annuals in Des 
Moines and Louisville, 
Daughter survives. 


FRANK C. BURHANS 

Frank C. Burhans, 70, manager 
of the Paramount Theatre, Oak- 
land, Cal., for almost 30 years, 
died Aug. 12 in that city. A native 
of New Jersey, he started his thea- 
trical career as assistant manager 
< = Regent Theatre, N, Y., in 

13. 

He came to the Coast in 1924 to! 
manage the Senator at Sacramento 
and shortly thereafter took over 
reins of the then-new Puramount, 
a Fox West Coast 2500-seater. On 
his retirement in 1953, FWC 
named him-the chain’s “Mr. Show 
Business.” 

His wife and stepdaughter sur- 
vive. 








FRED A. PRIOR 
Fred A. Prior, 69, former presi- 
dent of the Cimematograph Exhi- | 
bitors’ Assn., and a fo r mem- 





Aug, 26 and Beck was to have par- 
ticipated.) 
Wife and son survive, 


LOUIS MOSCOW 

Louis Moscow, longtime treas- 
urer of the Shubert Theatre, New 
Haven, died of a heart attack Avg. 
9 in that city. For years he was 
a familiar figure to patrons as well 
as performers. 

Surviving are his wife, a daugh- 
ter and three sisters, 








G. A. Lucchese, 69, prez of the 
Zaragoza Amusement Co., oper- 
ators of three Spanish language 


thouses in San Antonio—the Ala- 


meda, National and Guadalupe 
Theatres, died Aug. 14 in that city. 
His wife, son, mother, three broth- 
ers and three sisters survive, 


Father, 73, of Harry Zevin, legit 
producer and manager of the 
Carthay Circle Theatre, Los An- 
geles, died Aug. 12 in that city 
after a lingering illness. Wife, two 
sisters, two brothers and two other 
sons also survive, 

—_— 


Herman C. (Denver) Craver, 49, 
veteran distributor with the Tower 
Picture Co., Dallas, died there Aug. 


|8 from injuries sustained in an 


auto crash. Surviving are his wife, 
daughter, his mother, two brothers 
and two sisters. 


Jay Gould, 64, retired actor and 
former member of the New York 
Stock Exchange, died in Beverly 
Hills Aug. 14 of a heart attack. 
Widow Dorothy, a former actress, 
a brother and three daughters 
survive, 








Allen W. Widenham, 76, busi- 
ness manager of the San Francisco 


the San Francisco Opera House, 
died Aug. 14 in Berkeley, Cal. 


Freddy Kuwalsky, in the costum- 
ing department at Western Cos- 
tume for 12 years, died in Holly- 
wood Aug. 10 of a heart condition. 
Wife and two daughters survive. 


William T. Kilborn, 59, memhgr 
of the board of directors of Ameri- 
can Broadcasting-Paramount Thea- 
tres, Inc., died Aug. 14 in Pitts- 
burgh. His wife survives. © 


Robert C. Conahan, 41, who two 
weeks before had opened the May- 
| fair Drive-in at Slingerlands, N.Y., 
'died Aug. 17 in Albany. Wife, son 
ond two daughters survive. 








Gabriel Arra, 72, a former tym- 
panist for the Philadelphia and La 
| Scala Opera companies, died Aug. 
|17 in Philadelphia. Wife and five 
}sons survive. 


Robert H. Gage, for more than 
|25 years manager of bookings for 
|the Jerome H. li ucing 
| Grg., died Aug. 8 in New York. His 
wife survives. 








Edythe Rubens, 60, executive 
secretary to UI production veepee 
Edward Muhl for the last 14 years, 
died Aug. 15 in Hollywood. Two 
sisters survive. 


Earl C. Grebe, 66, news analyst 
for WSPD, Toledo, from 1941 to 
1948, died of a heart attack Aug. 
12 in that city. Wife and two daugh- 
ters survive. 


Ray Snyder, 52, charter member 
jot the Motion Picture Film Edi- 
tors Local 776, died Aug. 10 of a 
heart attack in Los Angeles. Wife 
survives. 


Mother, 89, of New Yorker ma 
music critic Winthrop Sargeant an 
Hollywood musician Emmett Sar- 
=. died Aug. 10 in Los Altos, 

al. 


Frederico Serra, 67, Portuguese 
painter and scenic artist, died Aug. 
3 in Lisbon after a fall on the stage 
of Teatro Monumen 


Maria Carmi, 77, one of the first 
stars of the old UFA film combine 
in Germany, died recently in 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. 


Louis Levy, 63, general musical 
director for the Associated British 
Picture Corp., died Aug. 18 in 
England. 


Carmen Bonifant, 67, retired 
Mexican film actress, died Aug. 1 
in Mexico City after a iong illness. 


Joseph Cavadore, 65, who sang 
with the Metropolitan and Chicago 
operas, died Aug. 14 in Venice, Fla. 


Pable Valdes Hernandez, 51, 
Mexican songwriter, died Aug. 2 in 
Monterrey, Mexico, 


Cathal O'Byrne, 82, Irish drama- 
|tist-poet, died recently in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland. 
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tions, “Barn Dance” has a history 

|of star-finding and_ star-making. 
| Its most famous graduate perhaps 
jis George Gobel, who as a boy 
| soprano was billed on the show as 
| “The Little Cowboy” until he was 
| drafted in 1942. Cowboy singers 
|Gene Autry and Rex Allen were 
also featured acts on the show 
early in their careers, and guitarist 
Les Paul, long before he teamed 
with Mary Ford, was a well-known 
regular as “Rhubarb Red.” Red 
Foley, now the helmsman of ABC- 
TV's “Ozark Jubilee”; Joe Kelly, 
former “Quiz Kids” quizmaster; 
and Pat Buttram are other notables 
to make their niche first on the 
WLS greybeard. Rest of the alumni 
list includes oater actor Smiley 
Burnette, barnyard mimic Max 
Terhune, Curt Massey, and Pat 
Barrett. 

Some of the current upcoming 
names on the show are comics 
Homer & Jethro, Bob Atcher, Red 
Blanchard, Lulu Belle and Scotty, 
Captain Stubby and the Bucca- 
neers, and Grace Wilson. In 1944 
a Hollywood film titled ‘National 
Barn Dance” toasted the show and, 
surprisingly enough, the pic's prin- 
cipals were Robert Benchley and 
Charles Coburn. 

The Hilton chain, by the way, 
is mum for the present about its 
plans for the Eighth Street The- 
atre, but it’s assumed the property 
will be used for convention meet- 
ings. House is located directly be- 
hind the Hilton the Con- 
| rad Hilton hotel, and is connected 
|to it by a corridor 6ff the main 














‘Symphony from 1916 to 1932 and floor. Conventions have been able 


ber of the Nottingham branch of’ at one time assistant treasurer of to lease the theatre in the past. 





Parisienne Shapes Vs. Hips 


SS CONinued from page 2 


he goes back to the 18th century 
and gives women a chance to 
display all the feminine charms 
of Madame de Pompadour: deep| 
heart-shaped decolletages trimmed 
with roses, bows, plumes and frou- 


| 
frous, exposing half the bosom; | 


bare shoulders, wasp-like waists,| ~~ 


swishing petticoated skirts. 
Almost every couturier has his 





own version of the Shift. Castillo. 


of Lanvin, is a rebel. He still be-| 
lieves in hips. “Hip! Hip!” is the} 
name of one of his typical num- | 
bers. He is trying out new pro- 





thousands of dollars are hazarded 
—the Paris fashion openings are 
becoming each year more like a 
Film Festival, where the couturiers 
are the producers and the dresses 
the stars, 





. 
Love Matinees 
aes COntinued from page ? Gow 


cocktails and specialties de ia 
maison. I had to use all my self 
discipline to keep from throttling 


portions for women: a longer torso,| her. How can anyone make love 
emphasized hips, more legs; his|to that? Especially in the after. 
skirts are the shortest in Paris. | noon!” 

On this theme, he has created a “How about the married women?” 
beautiful, artistic collection. For) “They are much more feminine, 
evening, the plunging waistlin€/of course. But you have to shoot 


dips to a point in Spanish Infanta 
fashion: the hips blossoming in 
width like a Velasquez painting. 
High-lighted are featherweight 
shaggy-dog or giant Stoteh plaid 
coats; all-black “Black List” 
dresses; and “Bonjour Bonheur” 
(the wedding dress) in cut-velvet 
lilies. 

Coco Chanel—also a rebel in her 
own way—refuses to conform to any 
rules whatsoever. With a sense of 
perfect timing for publicity, she 
resigned from the Couture Assn. 
the day before the Openings, and 
informed the President that she 
would not abide by the agreement 
for pix deadlines. Also, to make 
things pleasanter for everyone, she 
sent out invitations for the same 
hour as Lanvin. All the editors 
could do was to flip a coin. Chanel’s 
collection is the same as last sea- 
son, the season before last season, 
the season before that .. . the 
same as in the 20's. The Chanel 
look is standard, and often better 
developed in other houses than 
her own: casual and young. Who 
wouldn't look young—at a distance 
—with white glace collar and cuffs 
on a simple black velvet dress? 

Guy Laroche, idol of the college 
girls—knows a trick or two. He 
engaged the cutest models in Paris 
to show his young line. Shifts, legs, 
berts on the back of the head, gym 
dresses, jumpers, gay sun golden 
colors. The press calls him, “The 
Wearable Givenchy.” He softens 
the shifts: straight in the back, 
they cleverly outline the body in 
front. Carmel Snow of Harper's 
ordered a suit, and ex-ambassadress 
Madame Bonnet, a dress. “It’s the 
figure and legs that count,” says 
Guy, “not the fact you're a college 
girl.” Sally . (Life) Kirkland’s 
pretty daughter was, but fascin- 
ated! She won't give her mother 
a moment’s peace until she gets 
one of those snazzy evening shifts. 

As to Piefre Balmain: Relax 
girls! ... if you're too modest to 
show your legs. Balmain is not 
taking an inch off the hemlines. He 
bothers much more about a new 
cut in sleeves—the stole sleeves— 
inspired by Tibetian monks’ gar- | 
ments: huge folds that creep up! 
one arm and come down the other. 
Day dresses are slim; also on 
“shifty” lines, but belted in al- 
most the right place, and often! 
quite different in the front and 
back: “Pile ou face” (heads or 
tails) dresses. A skirt is made of 
ermine. A slinky white crepe Car-;| 
digan ever a dramatic black chif- 
fon blouse and a trailing narrow 
skirt is definitely Marlene D. in- 
spired—it’s one of his best-sellers! 
Dignified as always, his “Jolie Ma- 
dame of 1958” will please Pierre’s 
faithful clientele—all the Holly- 
wood ladies. 

And now Dior. The shift is in! | 
Stamped, sealed and approved. Out 
of an ugly avant-garde fashion, he 
has created a series of deceptive 
simple forms. The sloppy chemise 
look—whether in dark wool or dra- 
matic black satin—becomes slim, 
elegant and modern. He names it 
“Fuseau” (Spindle). His whole col- 
lection is based on this there. 
Hemlines are untouched. His 1958 
nightgown shift is either plain and 
unbelted, or broken with a variety 
of details that relieve its starkness. 
Low-waisted “blouson” dresses 
seem as though the blouse was 
pulled out of the skirt and neatly 
folded over the hips. Jackets and 
coats have draped triangular cowls. 
After dark, the sexy 18th Century 
dresses (Madame de Pompadour) 
are sensational!—but so are the 
be-fringed, sequined, beaded “Dolly 
Sisters” tubular nightgown’, worn 
with ostrich feathers and long) 
ropes of pearls to accentuate the 
elongated torso look. 

Premiere after Premiere, party | 











after party, fast decisions on which 


their husbands first. Men are so 
scared of the wives in this country 
they cling to them like nurses; 
they, work themselves to death for 
them, feed them, dress them up, 
help clean the house and never 
leave them until they serve them 
coffee in the morning. 


Mlle. Silber has been advised by 
this Variery editor that much of 
her laboriously assembled research 
is unsuitable to a family book such 
as this but that the slickpaper press 
should drool with delight. 


MARRIAGES 


Mary Ure to John Osborne, Lon- 
don, Aug. 11. Bride is an actress; 
he's a playwright. 

Melva McAleer Florence 
O'Riordan, Dublin, —~ 19. Bride's 
a New Zealand warbler currently 
playing in “Finian’s Rainbow”; he's 
an Irish diplomat. ° 

Frida Wallerstein to Benito La- 
sky, Mexico City, Aug. 10. Bride 
is the daughter of Gregorio Wal- 
lerstein, Mexican film producer. 

Judy Schwade to Aaron Gold, 
Aug. 11, in Chicago. Groom is with 
the WBBM newsroom in Chicago, 

Shirley Andersen to John Calla- 
way, Aug. 16, in Chicago. He's on 
the CBS news staff in Chicago. 

Brigitte Antonius to Juerg Hoh- 
loch, Vienna, July 27. Bride’s a 
German actress, he’s a Swiss actor. 

Eva-Maria Scheid! to Erich Gim- 
pel, Munich, Aug. 1. Bride’s a 
model; he's,a German film actor. 

Joy Windsor to Paul Ellis, Car- 
son City, Nevada, Aug. 10, Bride's 
an actress. 

Joyce Van Patten te Martin 
Balsam, Westport, Conn., Aug. 18, 
Both are actors. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ken MacKay, 
daughter, Aug. 17, in New York. 
Father is manager of CBS sports 
publicity. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tad Myers, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 18, in New York. Father 
is a staffer with CBS-TV Press 
Information. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Rossignol, 
daughter, New York, Aug. 15. Fa- 
ther is prop man for “Happy 
Hunting.” 

Mr. and Mrs, Henry Beckman, 
son, Cooperstown, N.Y., Aug. 10, 
Both parents are co-producers of 
“The Duke's Oak Summer Thea- 
the in Cooperstown. 

Mr. and Mrs, Roger Kay, son, 
Westwood, Cal., Aug. 8. Father is 
a tv director; mother, Paulette, is 
an actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Walsh, 
son, Chicago, July 15. Father is 
producer at WBBM in Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jean Pierre Au- 
mont, son, Santa Monica, Cal., Aug, 
13. Father is an actor; mother is 
actress Marisa Pavan. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Hayden, son, 
Downey, Cal., Aug. 11. Father is 
a tv actor known professionally as 





to 





Dick King. 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Parnello, 
daughter, Aug. 16 in Chicago. 


Father heads the house trio at the 
Black Orchid in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Louis 
Jones, son, Seattle, Aug. 12. Father 
is producer-director oi the Holly- 
wood Players Theatre, Coast little 
theatre outfit, 

Mr, and Mrs. Kurt Hirsch, son, 
Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 12. Father 
is an indie roducer; mother, 
Veronica, was formerly with Film 
(U. S.) Branch of the Marshall Plan 
in Paris, 

Mr. and Mrs, Lawrence Pearce, 
twins, son and daughter, Holly- 
wood, Aug. 16. Father is staff di- 
rector at KTLA. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Pau! Baise, son, 
Long Branch, N.J., Aug. 9. Father 
is assistant advertising and pub- 
licity director for Walter Reade 
Theatres. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Crane, son, 
Philadelphia, Aug. 13. Father and 
mother star in “Mr. and Mrs.” 
WCAU-TV morning show. 
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PICTURE OF A SUCCESSFUL MAN! 


RUSTY DRAPER 


listen to his new radio show 
daily evening's 

coast to coast 

CBS net work 


recent record success 
“FREIGHT TRAIN” 
current release 

“NO HUHU” 











